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cover: This copper alloy 
mirror artfully depicts 
a  yo u n g  wo m a n 
a ss o c i a te d  w i t h 
Hathor — a goddess 
o f  love ,  dance , 
music, and fertility 
—  t h ro u g h  t h e 
particular attention 
to sexual i ty and 
her hairstyle with 
curled ends (Qustul, 
Egypt ,  Dynasty  18 , 
New Kingdom, ca.  1390–
1352  bc) .  S imi lar  mirror 
handles from the Nile Valley 
were commonly associated 
with Hathor. The back of 
the mirror is shown on the 
back cover. Part of the OI 
Museum collection (front: 
D.   15831 ;  back:  D.  15834) , 
this mirror is also featured in 
the recent publication, Highlights 
of the Collections of the Oriental 
Institute Museum, edited by Jean M. 
Evans, Jack Green, and Emily Teeter 
(2017); purchase or download the free 
PDF here: https://oi.uchicago.edu/
research/publications/misc/highlights-

collections-oriental-institute.

leaflets: The pages that 
divide the sections of 

th i s  repor t  feature 
images from some of 
the notable events 
that have occurred 
o v e r  t h e  l a s t 
academic year: The 
publ icat ion of  our 

much-awaited Museum 
guidebook, Highlights 

of the Collections of the 
Oriental Institute Museum; 

The special event Book of the 
Dead: Becoming God in Ancient 

Egypt, and its corresponding 
publication; The 14th annual 
Oriental Institute Seminar 
titled Outward Appearance 
vs .  Inward S igni f icance; 

Addressing Identities through 
Attire in the Ancient World; The 

Franke Institute for the Humanities 
conference, The Connected Iron Age: 
Interregional Networks in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, 900–600 bce ;  and 
the bilingual Dari–English publication, 
Preserv ing  the  Cu l tura l  Her i tage 
of Afghanistan: Proceedings of the 
International Conference Held at Kabul 
University, November 2014. 
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INTRODUCTION

I am delighted to share with you the Oriental Institute’s Annual Report for 2017–18. This year saw the 
continuation of our primary field projects, despite the turmoil that continues to disrupt the Middle 
East and hurdles of various kinds that threaten to hinder our work in several countries. In 2017–18 
the OI conducted excavations, research, and cultural heritage preservation projects in Afghanistan, 
Egypt, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, and Turkey, investigating periods that span the Chalcolithic (sixth mil-
lennium bce) through the Middle Byzantine (early second millennium ce) periods. In Egypt, Nadine 
Moeller and Grégory Marouard continued excavations at Tell Edfu in Upper Egypt, which presents an 
unparalleled opportunity to understand the development of urbanism in the third millennium bce, 
while in Lower Egypt the Giza Plateau Mapping Project, under the direction of Mark Lehner, excavated 
three locations at Giza. In Turkey, we maintain a wide-ranging research program, with excavations 
at Zincirli (David Schloen), Kerkenes Dağ (Scott Branting), and Çadır Höyük (Gregory McMahon). In 
Iraqi Kurdistan, Gil Stein completed his fifth field season at Surezha, a site that promises to advance 
our knowledge of the distinctive urban evolution of northern Mesopotamia. Yorke Rowan and Morag 
Kersel continued work on the two major archaeological projects in Israel and Jordan, respectively, 
under their direction — the Galilee Prehistory Project, which traces the dramatic changes that took 
place in the Galilee between the fifth and early fourth millennia, and the Eastern Badia Archaeologi-
cal Project, which aims to better understand the diachronic use and occupation of the Black Desert 
of Jordan. In Israel, David Schloen engaged in the second season of excavations at the Canaanite 
and Phoenician city of Tell Keisan, while Don Whitcomb launched a new expedition to investigate 
the early Islamic levels at Khirbet al-Karak on the Galilee. In Afghanistan, the OI and the National 
Museum of Afghanistan completed the sixth year of their remarkable cultural heritage partnership 
under the direction of Gil Stein. Finally, much progress has been made this year towards resuming 
excavations at Nippur in Iraq after a hiatus of twenty-eight years. We hope to conduct a preliminary 
field season, our first since the outbreak of the first Gulf War in 1990, in the 2018–19 academic year.

Our text-oriented projects also reached major milestones this year. Ray Johnson and his team 
completed the ninety-fourth season of the Epigraphic Survey at Chicago House in Luxor, Egypt. Be-
yond the primary objective of documenting the reliefs of Luxor Temple, Medinet Habu, and Theban 
Tomb 107 — and doing so by continuing to implement state-of-the-art digital methods — the portfo-
lio of projects increasingly includes architectural restoration, conservation, and training programs. 
Much progress has been made on the Epigraphic Survey’s next folio publication, Medinet Habu Volume 
X: The Eighteenth Dynasty Temple, Part II. The Façade, Pillars, and Architrave Inscriptions of the Thutmoside 
Peripteros, which is nearing completion. The efforts of the Chicago Hittite Dictionary, led by Theo van 
den Hout and Petra Goedegebuure, were directed to completing the final fascicles of the letter Š, and, 
particularly, to hosting the 10th International Congress of Hittitology, which was held in Chicago 
with great success at the end of August. On a more somber note, we report the retirement of Oğuz 
Soysal, senior research associate of the Chicago Hittite Dictionary after a remarkable tenure of twenty-
three years at the OI. The Chicago Demotic Dictionary, edited by Jan Johnson and Brian Muhs, having 
completed its original hard-copy mission, has made progress in making the necessary conversions 
of its files, a necessary step towards advancing the long-term goal of producing an interactive and 
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flexible web-based dictionary. The Nubian Expedition Publication Project, under the direction of 
Bruce Williams, has three volumes nearing completion and on the cusp of publication. Most notably, 
this year also saw the happy conclusion of the Rubin et al. v. Islamic Republic of Iran et al. litigation with 
the Supreme Court’s unanimous favorable ruling in February, which ended the legal threat to the 
thousands of cuneiform tablets on loan to the OI that are at the core of the Persepolis Fortification 
Archive project.

A new research project, Coping with Changing Climates in Early Antiquity (3CEA), was launched 
this year under the direction of Hervé Reculeau and Nadine Moeller and in collaboration with the 
University of Michigan and Purdue University. Funded by a grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Founda-
tion, 3CEA investigates, from a comparative perspective, the social and cultural perceptions of, and 
experiences with, climate change in the Bronze and Early Iron Ages. Aleksandra Hallmann joined the 
OI this year for a two-year term as our most recent postdoctoral fellow. In March, Aleksandra orga-
nized a highly successful two-day conference, the fourteenth in our annual seminar series, Outward 
Appearance vs. Inward Significance: Addressing Identities through Attire in the Ancient World, which 
brought together an international panel of experts to take measure of the meaning and significance 
of attire in the ancient world, from various theoretical and methodological perspectives, in order to 
arrive at a better understanding of the intersection between dress and the many facets of identity.

The OI Museum, led by Chief Curator Jean Evans, continued to make excellent progress with its 
Gallery Enhancements Project — a large-scale endeavor funded by an anonymous donor, to update 
most of our galleries and enhance visitor experience by replacing many of the original free-standing 
cases, improving lighting, and updating the displays and text. The Museum staff was also occupied 
earlier this year with the opening of The Book of the Dead: Becoming God in Ancient Egypt, curated 
by Foy Scalf, which ran from October through March and was acclaimed by many to be one of the OI’s 
most successful and well-conceived special exhibits. Our Education Department, with the addition 
of Tasha Vorderstrasse, as our university and continuing education program coordinator, expanded 
its efforts to offer hybrid adult education courses, which can be taken either on-site at the OI or 
remotely, online. 

We are saddened to report the loss several cherished members of our community this year, in-
cluding: Robert McCormick Adams, a monumental figure of Near Eastern archaeology, who served as 
director of the Oriental Institute, dean of the Social Sciences Division, and provost of the University; 
former faculty member Lawrence Stager; former student Eugene Cruz-Uribe; and Nancy Gerson, a 
Life Member of the Advisory Council and dedicated volunteer. Each made a distinctive impression 
upon the OI and each will be deeply missed.

The pages that follow detail the extraordinary scope of the research projects and programs cur-
rently supported by the Oriental Institute. As you read through the descriptions of each, I am sure 
you will share my deep appreciation and gratitude for all of the efforts of our faculty, researchers, 
and staff.

oi.uchicago.edu
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IN MEMORIAM

ROBERT McCORMICK ADAMS  was 
towering figure of Near Eastern archaeology and 
a pioneer of landscape archaeology methods, who 
left a deep imprint on the Oriental Institute and 
the University of Chicago. He received both his 
bachelor and doctorate degrees from Chicago, 
and served on the faculty of the OI, NELC, and An-
thropology from 1955 to 1984. During that time 
he was named the Harold H. Swift Distinguished 
Service Professor (1975–84), served as director of 
the OI (1966–68 and 1981–83) and dean of the Di-
vision of Social Sciences (1970–74), before being 
appointed provost (1982–84). Bob left the Univer-
sity to become the ninth secretary of the Smithsonian Institute (1984–94). There is a brief obituary 
on the Smithsonian website (https://siarchives.si.edu/history/robert-mccormick-adams). 

One of the Oriental Institute’s former students,  
EUGENE CRUZ-URIBE, passed away on March 
12, 2018. Eugene Cruz-Uribe received both his BA 
and PhD in Egyptology from the Department of 
Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations at the 
University of Chicago. His dissertation, “Saite and 
Persian Demotic Cattle Documents and Their Use 
in the Legal System in Ancient Egypt,” was com-
pleted in 1983 and later published as a monograph 
in 1985. He held a variety of museum and univer-
sity faculty positions before becoming professor 
of history at Indiana University East in Richmond, 
Indiana, in 2013. In May 2017, he retired from his 
position but continued his scholarly studies and 
publications. He worked extensively in Egypt, and 
his scholarly contribution to the field survives in 
the form of numerous articles and monographs, 
including particularly his work on Demotic graffiti 

published in the 1988 volume Hibis Temple Project, volume 1: Translations, Commentary, Discussion, and 
Sign-List, 1995; Hibis Temple Project, volume 2: The Demotic Graffiti of Gebel Teir, 2008; Hibis Temple Project, 
volume 3: The Graffiti from the Temple Precinct, and the 2016 The Demotic Graffiti from the Temple of Isis on 
Philae Island. He was also the editor for several years of the Journal of the American Research Center in 
Egypt. Eugene Cruz-Uribe is fondly remembered here at the OI as a fun and inspiring colleague who 
will be greatly missed.

IN MEMORIAM
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IN MEMORIAM

NANCY GERSON was a Life Member of the Advisory 
Council (formerly Visiting Committee) at the Oriental Insti-
tute and a committed volunteer for decades, beloved wife of 
Isak Gerson. Nancy grew up with the Oriental Institute. She 
lived nearby on 58th Street for years, and from the time the 
Museum opened, she was a regular visitor. Nancy graduated 
from the University of Chicago with an AM in human develop-
ment. She later studied anthropology at Northwestern Uni-
versity and taught non-Western civilization and psychology 
to high school students. Nancy was among the first docents at 
the Oriental Institute and then went on to serve as a docent 
with the Field Museum. Nancy and her husband Isak, who is 
also a Life Member of the OI Advisory Council, first became 
involved with the OI when Gustavus Swift was director of the 
Museum in the 1970s. Nancy was also on the Visiting Com-
mittee of the Music Department at the University of Chicago, 
and was a member of the Women’s Boards of the University of 
Chicago, the Art Institute, and the Field Museum. Her many contributions to the Oriental Institute, 
the University of Chicago, and other notable nonprofit institutions in Chicago were greatly valued 
and appreciated. She will be missed.

LAWRENCE ("LARRY") E. STAGER, formerly a pro-
fessor of archaeology in the Oriental Institute and a leading 
figure in the archaeology of ancient Israel and the Levant, 
passed away on December 29, 2017, at his home in Concord, 
Massachusetts. Larry was born on January 5, 1943, in Ken-
ton, Ohio, county seat of rural Hardin County in the western 
part of the state. He grew up on a farm and was the first of 
his family to attend college, enrolling at Harvard in 1961, 
where he was introduced to biblical archaeology by leading 
scholars of the subject and graduated with a BA magna cum 
laude in 1965. He continued his studies at Harvard under the 
tutelage of the noted scholars G. Ernest Wright and Frank 
Moore Cross, among others, earning his MA in 1972 and his 
PhD (“with distinction”) in 1975. From Harvard, Larry came 
to the Oriental Institute, first as an instructor (1973–74) and 
then as assistant professor (1974–76), associate professor 
(1976–85), and full professor (1985–86) of Syro-Palestinian 
archaeology. In 1986, he returned to Harvard University, to 
an endowed chair, as the inaugural Dorot Professor of the 
Archaeology of Israel and Director of the Harvard Semitic 
Museum. In 1970 he married Susan J. Simmons, who survives 
him, as do his children Jennifer and David.

Since his student days in the 1960s, and well into his retirement, Larry was active in archaeologi-
cal fieldwork in the Mediterranean region, digging every summer at one site or another. From 1966 to 
1971 he served as an area supervisor at Tel Gezer, the leading American project in Israel at that time. 

oi.uchicago.edu
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From 1970 to 1973, he was a field supervisor at Tell el-Ḥesi in southern Israel while also conducting 
a survey of ancient agricultural terraces in the highlands (1972–73) and a survey and soundings in 
the Buqê‘ah Valley in the Judean wilderness (1972) to gather data for his doctoral dissertation. From 
1974 to 1980 he was the co-principal investigator (with Anita Walker) of the American Expedition to 
Idalion, Cyprus, serving as field director there from 1971 to 1974. He then turned his attention far-
ther west, directing the Punic Project at Carthage in Tunisia on behalf of the Oriental Institute, from 
1975 to 1980, where he excavated the tophet — a burial precinct in which was found evidence of child 
sacrifice. In 1985, he initiated the long-running and large-scale Leon Levy Expedition to Ashkelon 
in Israel, which trained generations of students and ended in 2016 after thirty seasons of annual 
fieldwork. In addition to excavation reports, Larry was the author of numerous journal articles on 
a wide range of topics and was co-author (with Philip J. King) of Life in Biblical Israel. But beyond his 
publications, Larry’s intellectual acuity and creativity, and his outgoing personality, made an indel-
ible impression on those who knew him. He will be greatly missed by his many friends, colleagues, 
and former students.

oi.uchicago.edu
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overleaf: A symbol of Afghanistan 
culture, the Giant Buddhas of 
Bamiyan once stood tall. Destroyed 
by the Taliban in 2001, stabilizing and 
preserving their remnants has been 
a key part of the cultural restoration 
that is happening there. The OI has 
been closely involved in the cultural 
restoration of Afghanistan, partnering 
with the National Museum of Afghanistan 
(see the "Cultural Heritage Work in 
Afghanistan" project report, infra). 
Pictured is the moving of large fragments 
fallen from the Western Buddha statue 
(photo: Bert Praxenthaler). This photo 
was also published (2017) in the recent 
OI book, Preserving the Cultural Heritage 
of Afghanistan: Proceedings of the 
International Conference Held at Kabul 
University, November 2014, which is 
available bi-lingually in Dari and English 
as a free PDF download:  
https://oi.uchicago.edu/preserving-
cultural-heritage-afghanistan.
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The Çadır Höyük site (fig. 1) is located in the Yozgat Province of central Turkey. We are three weeks 
into the 2018 season, following up on the great discoveries made in the 2017 season. All of our recent 
seasons have benefitted from the presence of University of Chicago graduate students and alumni. 
With us in 2017 was Tony Lauricella who is a senior field supervisor. Also with us was Stephanie 
Selover, now in a tenure track position at the University of Washington, a proud Oriental Institute 
graduate. We were in touch on a regular basis with Josh Cannon, who is currently working on com-
pleting his dissertation on our second millennium bce Hittite-period ceramics.

ÇADIR HÖYÜK
GREGORY McMAHON

above: Figure 1. Çadır Höyük site.

oi.uchicago.edu
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JUNE THROUGH AUGUST 2017

Hasan Şenyurt remains the director of the Yozgat Museum, the regional museum which oversees 
our work. He has been of immense help to us over the years and we are happy that he remains at the 
Yozgat Museum. In the 2017 season we benefitted from the help of our government representative 
Nezir Arı. We had a nearly eight-week season, extending from mid-June until early August. During the 
season we partially or fully opened a total of nineteen 10 × 10 m trenches, hosted thirty-five research-
ers, and employed thirty-eight workers at the site. Trenches spanned the Late Chalcolithic (mid–late 
fourth millennium bce) to the final century of the Byzantine occupation in the early centuries of the 
second millennium ce. The trenches featuring the prehistoric periods are on the southern slope of 
the mound. Here we have seven trenches offering Late Chalcolithic (ca. 3800–3100 bce) architectural 
remains. Two of these, USS 9 and USS 10, are supervised by Stephanie Selover (fig. 2). Stephanie’s 
trenches are quite important because they are helping us to understand how the fourth millennium 
residents used the mound. She, in conjunction with the supervisors in the lower town area, have 
demonstrated over the last several seasons that our Late Chalcolithic settlement was “terraced” with 
a lower town and an upper town (the latter in Stephanie’s trench). In previous seasons she has articu-
lated the Early Bronze I occupation in that area which was primarily industrial and likely existed on 
the edge of the EB town which had receded after the more robust Late Chalcolithic settlement. The 
2018 season has seen Stephanie proceeding with her excavations. Her goal is to discover whether 
the Late Chalcolithic remains in her trench are primarily domestic in nature, showing the transition 
from domestic to industrial over the course of the change in millennia.

In the lower trenches (SES 1–2, LSS 3–5) is the major expanse of our Late Chalcolithic occupa-
tion (fig. 3). These trenches are supervised by Laurel Hackley (Brown University) and Burcu Yıldırım 

above: Figure 2. Stephanie explains her trench to the team.

oi.uchicago.edu
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above: Figure 3. The lower trenches (SES 1–2, LSS 3–5), 
the major expanse of our Late Chalcolithic occupation.

(Middle East Technical University). Both supervisors have carefully documented a number of phases 
of occupation spanning the early fourth millennium to the abandonment of the area at the end of, or 
just after the end of, the fourth millennium bce. Perhaps the most remarkable discovery of the 2017 
season was that which was uncovered in the last two days of the season. A sloping “patio” in one of 
Burcu’s trenches proffered three openings which contained three young child burials (figs. 4–5). Each 
of these was either covered by, or lying within, a ceramic vessel (broken). Though we have had many 
infant and some child burials in this level, these stand out because of the burial goods interred with 
the children. Each had at least five separate metal items including rings, bracelets, and hair slides. 
Prior to this discovery, only one burial (out of more than two dozen) had any metal contributed as 
a burial good, and in that case it was a single earring. These were certainly special burials. The 2018 
season is being devoted to locating any additional burials in this level, and determining the reason 
for the placement of these burials in what appears to be a courtyard.

oi.uchicago.edu
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We opened ten 10 × 10 m trenches on 
the mound summit, all offering mainly 
Byzantine remains, with some exposure of 
Late Iron. Tony Lauricella is the area su-
pervisor on the summit and was also di-
rectly in charge of three of these trenches. 
It was a “problem solving” season for Tony. 
He uncovered a variety of features in his 
three trenches, including a headstone of 
a bishop, a tabun and stone platform, and 
a degraded storage building (fig. 6). Our 
2017 excavations on the summit led us to 
understand that there were three phases 
of occupation near the end of the Çadır 
settlement. The tenth–eleventh century 
settlement was one continuing from earlier 
centuries in which the summit was used in 
a casual fashion for storage and other ac-
tivities, but not really for domestic occupa-
tion. In the late eleventh or perhaps into 
the twelfth century, there seems to have 
been a rapid movement of people onto the 
summit, constructing makeshift rooms, 
building tabuns, and bringing their house-
hold equipment. The final stage of occupa-
tion, discovered in 2016 and reported on 
last year, was by the Selçuks, who appear to 
have rebuilt the eastern part of the mound 
for what was likely a short-lived occupation.

right and middle: 
Figures 4–5. Three 
young child burials 

found in Burcu's 
trenches. below: 

Figure 6. Tony 
excavates a feature.

oi.uchicago.edu
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The other summit trenches were also productive. Previous seasons have demonstrated that the 
tenth-century defensive wall builders ringed the interior rooms, some seeming to be storage or 
related to guard duties. The 2017 excavations confirmed that this trend continued on the western 
side of the mound where we opened SMW 6 (fig. 7) supervised by Emrah Dinç (Bilkent University). 
On the southern end of the summit Jordan Dills (Trent University) supervised USS 1, which offered 
a surprise. We expected to find the continuation of the tenth-century Byzantine wall and interior 
rooms (as were found in USS 2 in 2016). However, Jordan came down on a plastered gateway (fig. 8) 
that likely dates to the earlier building phase on the summit (ca. seventh or eighth century ce). This 
is a beautifully constructed gateway flanked by a cross etched onto a brick on the western arm of the 
gate. The tenth century (larger) wall builders apparently used this gateway until it was blocked by a 
massive pile of mudbrick, perhaps just before the arrival of some perceived threat (Selçuks or possibly 
mercenaries known to be in the area). We are 
continuing investigation of this structure in 
our 2018 season. The final trenches investi-
gated in the 2017 season were on the northern 
slope. These provided both more information 
on the tenth century Byzantine wall as well as 
glimpses of the Late Iron Age architecture un-
derpinning the wall. We are in the process of 
investigating this as well in this 2018 season.

We had a surprise visit near the end of 
our season from a Yozgat television crew 
wanting to tell their audience about our ex-
cavations. Gregory McMahon, the project 
director, gave a twenty-minute interview in 
the blazing sun of a quite hot day (fig. 9). We 
didn’t see the piece air, but we were pleased 
that the television station took time to send 
a team out.

above: Figures 7–8. Ringed interior rooms on the western side of the mound (left) and a plastered gateway (right).

above: Figure 9. Gregory McMahon giving an interview.
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above: Figure 10. Drone photo of Çadır Höyük 
taken by Emre Şerifoğlu. far right: The Çadır 
Höyük 2017–18 team.

oi.uchicago.edu
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Our 2017 season came to a close in early August with our 
final photos and excellent drone photos (fig. 10) taken by our 
assistant director Emre Şerifoğlu (Bitlis Eren University). We had 
an exceptionally productive 2017 season with our excellent team 
(fig. 11), and we were eager to return in 2018. Thus far our 2018 
season has proven equally successful, and we look forward to 
reporting on it next summer.

oi.uchicago.edu
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CHICAGO DEMOTIC DICTIONARY (CDD)
BRIAN MUHS and JANET H. JOHNSON

with the assistance of JONATHAN WINNERMAN, ARIEL SINGER,  
BRENDAN HAINLINE, THERESA TILIAKOS, and JOEY CROSS

The Chicago Demotic Dictionary continues to prepare for final publication as PDF files and hard-
copies. During the 2017–18 academic year, the CDD staff continued the vital but tedious task of 
converting all of the text files to a Unicode font named Gentium Plus, which Tom Urban, the head 
of the Publications Office, modified to include every letter or symbol we need for preparation of 
any entry in the Dictionary. The staff also carried on extracting every image (whether photo scan 
or scan of a hand copy of a Demotic word or phrase) from the Microsoft Word text files in the form 
of high-resolution PNG files, which will be converted to TIFF files. We are transferring every text 
file from Microsoft Word, in which the files were originally composed, to (Adobe) InDesign, which 
handles images better than the more recent versions of Word, after which the TIFF image files will 
be reinserted into the text files.

The staff this year has consisted of Jonathan Winnerman (through the summer of 2017, after 
which he left for Chicago House and the finishing of his PhD dissertation), Ariel Singer (who also spent 
the winter of 2017–18 working at Chicago House but continued her invaluable work on reformatting 
dictionary pages while she was there), Brendan Hainline and Theresa Tiliakos, Egyptology graduate 
students, working here in Chicago on reformatting, and Jan Johnson and Brian Muhs as editor and 
associate editor. Joey Cross, a graduate student in Egyptology and Northwest Semitic philology, 
has continued expanding and correcting the Dictionary entries that include Northwest Semitic 
vocabulary. In addition, we continue to profit from the expert assistance of several other members 
of the OI staff, including Sandy Schloen and Miller Prosser, of Ochre Data Services, who handled the 
font conversions for us; Tom Urban, editor and head of the Oriental Institute Publications Office, 
and Charissa Johnson and Alex(andra) Cornacchia, his associates. Knut Boehmer, the OI IT guru, has 
been available and solved problems for us all year long, as usual. We express our deep thanks to all 
of these colleagues. 

Sandy and Miller handled the font conversions to Gentium Plus, while Jonathan, Ariel, and 
Theresa finished extracting the approximately 40,000 images from the text files, and the Publications 
Office is arranging for conversion of all extracted images from high-resolution PNG files to the TIFF 
files that are used by InDesign. Ariel has also been working with Tom and Charissa, in the Publications 
Office, on establishing style sheets for transferring and reformatting the text files in InDesign, while 
Ariel, Brendan, Theresa, and Alex in the Publications Office, are working on the actual reformatting, 
which goes slowly since every line of text in the Dictionary must be reformatted, and every image 
moved. But the final results will produce pages that are far superior to the old pages in legibility and 
ease of access. We have the first “mock-ups” of how the new pages will look and are very pleased; 
the volume(s) will be 11” × 14”, which will allow for large enough type-face to make the pages easily 
legible and it will be possible to manipulate the images for legibility, as well. 
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As of the middle of June, 2018: 

•	 All 41 text files have been converted to Tom’s Gentium Plus 
•	 All 40,000 image files have been extracted as high-resolution PNGs 
•	 19 of 41 text files contain Northwest Semitic to be checked by Joey: 

•	 4 files have been checked by Joey and formatted in InDesign (Ꜣ-1,F, M-1 & M-2); 
•	 1 file has been checked by Joey but not yet formatted in InDesign (H2-part 4); 
•	 14 files are still waiting for final checking by Joey and formatting in InDesign (Ꜣ-2, ʾI-1, 

ʾI-2, ʿ, W-1, W-2, R, H, H2-1, H2-2, H2-3, H3-1, H3-2, H4) 
•	 22 of 41 text files do not contain Northwest Semitic: 

•	 5 files have been formatted in InDesign (B-1, N-1, N-2, P-1, Q) 
•	 3 files are being formatting in InDesign (B-2, P-2, G) 
•	 14 files have not yet been formatted (Y, S-1, S-2, S-3, Š-1, Š-2, K, T-1, T-2, T, D, days of 

the month, months, numbers) 

The Publications Office is currently recording the length of time needed for Alex to reformat 
one of the text files (P-2), so that it will be possible to estimate how long it will take to finish 
reformatting the remaining text files in InDesign. This will allow the Publications Office and the CDD 
to determine whether it will be necessary to hire additional staff to handle the reformatting. Once 
the reformatting is done, the CDD staff will be switched to proof-reading the reformatted version of 
the entire manuscript before final publication as PDF text files online, and in hard-copy for libraries 
and individuals who so desire.

We are also looking forward to the goal of creating an interactive web-based dictionary in 
database format using the new Unicode text files and TIFF image files. In preparation for another 
round of fund-raising to achieve this goal, we spoke with Chris Woods, the OI director, and Jimmy 
Gurchek, the OI’s chief financial officer, about problems of financing the preparation of and especially 
the long-term storage and delivery of the OI’s digital projects. We were pleased to find a receptive 
audience to our suggestions that some digital expenses be considered communal “OI expenses” across 
digital projects to avoid costly and unnecessary duplication, and that the OI consider expanding our 
already very valuable IT staff to deal with shared problems among digital projects.
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CHICAGO HITTITE DICTIONARY (CHD)
THEO van den HOUT

Last year between August 28 and September 1, we, the OI Hittitologists, hosted the 10th International 
Congress of Hittitology. Over 100 scholars from literally all over the world convened here on Campus, 
attended the lectures at Breasted Hall and at Saieh Hall (across the street from the OI), and we took 
them on a boat tour on Lake Michigan. Everybody seemed very happy and agreed the conference was 
a big success. This was due to the work of many, and we thank Chris Woods, our director of the OI, the 
Development staff, Brittany Mullins and Kiran Webster, and our students and volunteers. For a full 
report with photos I refer the reader to the OI’s News & Notes of winter 2018, pp. 11–14. Still on display 
at the lower level of our Institute is a panel exhibit about the history of Hittite and Anatolian studies 
at the University of Chicago. This exhibit was specially prepared for the purposes of the conference 
by Richard Beal, senior research associate at the CHD, and Oya Topçuoğlu, then recent graduate. Our 
next task is preparing the volume with printed versions of the papers presented at the conference.

Once the conference was over we returned to the CHD and worked very hard on finishing the let-
ter Š we have been working on for many years now. We incorporated the comments and suggestions 
of our outside consultants and went over the material several times and finally, I am happy to report, 
sent it off to our Publications Office, to Thomas Urban and Charissa Johnson. They will put it in the 
usual two-column format of the printed CHD and we will start the proofreading process. Obviously, 
this is not the most exciting stage in producing our dictionary, but it is always gratifying because it 
really is the final stage before the actual printing. This last fascicle comprises all words starting in 
šm- and then jumps to all those in šu-. The Publications Office projects it at about 200 pages.

A sad moment this spring was saying goodbye to our Senior Research Associate Oğuz Soysal. 
Oğuz came to Chicago in 1995 and has been extraordinarily productive. First of all, he has literally 
written hundreds of drafts for entries in the CHD. Second, there is his “landmark” reference work on 
the Hattian language (Hattischer Wortschatz in hethitischer Textüberlieferung, Leiden-Boston, Brill 2004), 
that documents everything you might want to know about it. Hattian was spoken in Central Anatolia 
and is only transmitted through the Hittite cuneiform sources. As a language, it is completely isolated 
with no known relatives. Hattian civilization had a great influence on the early Hittite kingdom and 
the language may have been spoken for a longer time than we used to think. Third, Oğuz has been 
very active on the front of publishing the thousands of fragments of the first four excavation sea-
sons at Boğazköy (between 1906 and 1912) that after a full century mostly still remain unpublished. 
Originally, the tablets were sent from Turkey to Berlin and eventually ended up in what became East 
Berlin. Our East German colleagues did a good job of churning out hand-drawn copies of the fragments 
in their possession, but publication of the remaining unpublished ones stalled completely when the 
tablets returned to Turkey more than thirty years ago (1987). Oğuz has single-handedly revived this 
undertaking and is responsible for two already published volumes in our CHD Supplements series, 
a third is currently in production, and more are to follow. What is very helpful is the fact that he is 
very good at finding so-called joins and duplicates. Oğuz is the ultimate philologist, meticulous and 
precise. With this he provides a great service to the international Hittitological scholarly community 
and we are proud that the OI is publishing these texts. Besides this, he has regularly contributed to 
our field with articles. Oğuz is now moving to Germany to concentrate on the further publication of 
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the Boğazköy fragments, and we wish 
him luck in this endeavor! We had a 
internal CHD farewell ceremony with 
chocolate cake (“Death by Chocolate”) 
and a real reception will be held in his 
honor in September.

The regular reader of these An-
nual Reports on the progress of the 
CHD knows that an important part of 
our work consists of keeping up our 
lexical files. It is an essential task, the 
basis of all our dictionary writing. This 
has been an arduous task, especially 
since in the last ten to fifteen years a 
lot of new text material has been pub-
lished. Students do most of this work 

and we have again been very fortunate to have an excellent group of them around. This year graduate 
student Thalia Lysen oversaw the work of Katherine McFarlin, and MA students Antonio Cruz-Uribe 
and Ryan Schnell. Having graduated from our College, Katherine, who concentrated on Egyptology but 
also took a full year of Hittite language instruction, will now take a year off to take part-time classes in 
order to pursue a master’s degree in object conservation. Having completed the NELC MA program in 
Ancient Near Eastern studies, Antonio will now concentrate on applying to other graduate programs 
this fall while Ryan has been accepted into the PhD program at the Institute for the Study of the 
Ancient World and will move to New York. 

above, from left: Farewell of Oğuz: Richard Beal, Oğuz 
Soysal, Robert Marineau, and Petra Goedegebuure. Note 
the chocolate cake in front.
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Because of the rapid publication of Hittite texts, we had built up something of a backlog in filing 
them, and we were contemplating whether there might be different, that is, digital ways of process-
ing new texts. We were therefore extremely pleased when in the spring we received, through the 
collegial generosity of our colleagues in Mainz, a full set of digital cards of the missing volumes. This 
means that in one fell swoop our files are now almost complete! This does not mean that suddenly 
our students are out of work; on the contrary, there is still a lot to do and we are thinking of ways to 
give them more exciting and meaningful ways to employ them for the dictionary. Next year Robert 
Marineau, back from his year in Würzburg, Germany, and Thalia Lysen will be the first to profit from 
this new approach.

As happens every year, we had some visitors. Guglielmo Inglese, a linguist from the University of 
Pavia in northern Italy, stayed for three months to work on his dissertation and to consult with Petra 
Goedegebuure. Guglielmo also presented a wonderful lecture in a workshop organized by the University 
of Chicago Department of Linguistics. Another visitor was Professor Craig Melchert, one of the CHD’s 
Outside Consultants. He came to teach a one-day workshop on Hittite paleography and text dating. 
Since the 1970s Hittitologists have been studying the development of the shapes of cuneiform signs and 
established an increasingly detailed system that enabled us to date tablets and fragments sometimes 
within a fifty-year period. At least that is what we thought. Although still widely used until today, 
since the early 2000s several scholars have raised serious doubts as to the validity of our text dating 
principles and it is time to critically review the system. Professor Melchert’s workshop was part of this 
undertaking and it was a learning experience for the six students present and a wonderful opportunity 
for Goedegebuure and van den Hout to discuss the dating problems in our field. 

Finally, it is always a pleasant task to thank our most loyal supporters: Mr. Philip Elenko, the 
Güterbock family, and Mr. Audrius Plioplys.

left: Group photo of 
the 10th International 
Congress of 
Hittitology. Photo by 
David Turner.
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COPING WITH CHANGING CLIMATES 
IN EARLY ANTIQUITY (3CEA)
Comparative Approaches between Empiricism and Theory
HERVÉ RECULEAU and NADINE MOELLER

Academic year 2017–18 saw the launch of a new collaborative research project, Coping with Chang-
ing Climates in Early Antiquity: Comparative Approaches between Empiricism and Theory (3CEA), 
involving faculty and graduate students from the University of Chicago, the University of Michigan, 
and Purdue University. The project proposal was submitted in October 2017 to the competitive re-
search initiative “The Work of the Humanities in a Changing Climate” offered by The Humanities 
Without Walls consortium (http://www.humanitieswithoutwalls.illinois.edu/), which is funded by 
a grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and is based at the Illinois Program for Research in 
the Humanities (http://www.iprh.illinois.edu/). In January 2018, 3CEA was awarded approximately 
$136,000 over the course of three years (2018–2020) through the Franke Institute for the Humanities 
(http://franke.uchicago.edu/), the consortium’s partner institution at the University of Chicago.

3CEA investigates, in a comparative perspective, the social and cultural perceptions of, and 
experiences with, climate change in the Bronze and Early Iron Ages (third to first millennium bce), 
through a multidisciplinary approach that convenes archaeologists, bioarchaeologists, and text 
specialists focusing on three key geographic areas: Egypt and Nubia; the Eastern Mediterranean and 
Anatolia; and Mesopotamia. Fostering interdisciplinary collaboration between the three partner 
institutions and between faculty and graduate students, the project uses ancient texts, archaeological 
and paleoenvironmental data (including ancient skeletal remains), and geospatial analysis to address 
a set of interrelated research questions:

•	 What kind of societal change can be identified at a fine-grained level of analysis (local/
regional scale and decadal/centennial time frame) for the periods usually associated with 
episodes of abrupt climate change and civilizational collapse (such as the “4.2 ka event” that 
allegedly brought an end to the Akkadian empire in Mesopotamia and the Old Kingdom in 
Egypt around 2200 bce, or the “Late Bronze Age crisis” around 1200 bce that saw the demise 
of the Egyptian New Kingdom, Mycenaean Greece, the Hittite empire, and several city-states 
in the Eastern Mediterranean)?

•	 Can similar or divergent patterns of change, response, and adaptation be identified, for these 
periods, between and within the three regions?

•	 Given that “abrupt” climatic episodes often span decades, if not centuries, was there 
any perception by the members of ancient societies that the climate around them 
(environmental, but by extension, the social and political) was changing? What were the 
modes of representation or cultural forms with which they expressed these perceptions?

•	 Do the material, environmental, skeletal, and textual records attest to changes in practice or 
lifestyle (political system, habitat, dietary practices, mobility, etc.) that could be understood 
as responses to or experiences directly relating to these perceived environmental shifts? In 
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what ways were these changes driven (or imposed) by the socio-political elites, as opposed 
to the agency or resilience of small communities, households or even individuals?

The project members held their kickstarting workshop on May 17–19, 2018, at the University 
of Michigan (Ann Arbor, Michigan), where they presented their respective work on the topic and 
discussed the modalities of their collaboration at two levels: area-study groups that focus on key 
episodes of (assumed) climate change for the three chosen geographic areas; and comparative studies 
that place these analyses into the broader frame of the Early Ancient World, allowing for inter-
regional and multi-data comparisons for some of the key periods identified in the different datasets.

Hervé Reculeau (assistant professor of Assyriology), who acts as the project’s principal 
investigator, joined forces with Jay Crisostomo (assistant professor of Assyriology, University of 
Michigan) to study ancient cuneiform evidence of social response to climate change in Assyria 
over the longue durée of the Late Bronze and Early Iron Ages (fifteenth–tenth century bce). They 
seek to address issues such as agricultural production and agrarian strategies as a proxy for coping 
mechanisms to climate-induced changes in the environment, but also investigate changes in social 
networks, literary references to catastrophes and famines, representations of the weather in ancient 
written sources as possible indicators of climate change, and — more importantly — the way ancient 

above: 3CEA project members on the occasion of the workshop in Ann Arbor, May 18, 2018.  
from left to right, upper row: Catherine Kearns, Timothy Leonard, Émilie Sarrazin, Katie 
Whitmore, Hervé Reculeau; front row: Jay Crisostomo, Thalia Lysen, Gary Beckman, 
Michele Buzon, Nadine Moeller. © G. Marouard.
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Assyrians perceived (or not) these changes. In a similar way, the group of Hittitologists composed 
of Gary Beckman (George C. Cameron professor of ancient Near Eastern languages and cultures, 
University of Michigan) and graduate students Thalia Lysen (NELC, Chicago) and Timothy Leonard 
(Michigan) addresses the perception of environment and climate in Hittite culture and religion and 
study the assumed role of climatic degradation in the demise of the Hittite empire and its Syrian 
vassal city-states at the end of the Late Bronze Age (fifteenth–twelfth century bce). This topic is 
also being investigated for the Eastern Mediterranean by Catherine Kearns (assistant professor in 
classics, University of Chicago), who will analyze patterns of climatic change, shifts in agropastoral 
economies, and new political formations in the context of semiarid insular environments on Cyprus, 
combining spatial analyses with archaeological fieldwork on rural settlements of the early first 
millennium bce. Finally, Egypt and Nubia are the main focus of the group composed of Michele Buzon 
(professor of anthropology, Purdue University), the OI’s own Nadine Moeller (associate professor of 
Egyptian archaeology) and graduate students Katie Whitmore (Purdue) and Émilie Sarrazin (NELC, 
Chicago). Using human skeletal remains from Egypt and Nubia (modern Sudan) and archaeological 
data from the ongoing excavations at the ancient cities of Tell Edfu and Dendara in southern Egypt 
(see the respective Projects Reports), they investigate the patterns of climatic, political, and cultural 
changes as people cope with and adapt to the changing climate and political/cultural landscape. Three 
possible key-periods have been identified for this research, starting with the early third millennium 
bce, followed by the so-called 4.2 ka climate event and the Late Bronze Age period. The aim is to bring 
together different sources of archaeological and proxy data, and to further investigate the dynamics 
and mechanics that might shed new light on the particular characteristics of these climatic changes 
and their effects on the ancient Egyptian population and settlement system in the Nile Valley and 
Delta, as well as in Nubia. 

The workshop was also the occasion to discuss one of the key components of 3CEA: the syllabus of 
a joint two-quarter (or one-semester) seminar, which will be offered in the winter and spring quarters 
of 2019 to graduate students at the three partner institutions, using video conferencing and shared 
online pedagogical resources. Additional points of discussion have been the long-term prospects 
in academic achievements (with a conference and its subsequent proceedings scheduled for 2020) 
and public outreach (with the forthcoming launch of a dedicated website aimed at disseminating 
the project’s work and offering accessible information on studies of climate change in Antiquity). 
3CEA was introduced to the University community with an interview of Hervé for the Division 
of Humanities Newsletter  (http://humanities.uchicago.edu/articles/2018/02/interdisciplinary-
approach-climate-change) and to our Alumni on the occasion of the Oriental Institute Research fair 
on June 1, 2018 (see our flyer on https://ochre.uchicago.edu/sites/ochre.uchicago.edu/files/uploads/
Reculeau_OI_Fair_2018_Brochure_v2.pdf). An interview of Hervé by Anthropologists Dominic Boyer 
and Cymene Howe can also be found on Cultures of Energy, the podcast of the Center for Energy and 
Environmental Research in the Human Sciences (CENHS) at Rice University (http://culturesofenergy.
com/127-ancient-civilizations-climate-change-feat-herve-reculeau/).
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DENDARA SETTLEMENT SITE
GRÉGORY MAROUARD

Since 2012, the Oriental Institute reinvestigates the settlement site at Dendara, Upper Egypt, with 
a particular focus on the urban evolution during the third millennium bce, from the Predynastic 
Period (ca. 3400 bce) until the early Middle Kingdom (ca. 2000 bce). This project is welcomed on the 
archaeological concession of the French Archaeological Institute in Cairo (IFAO), which allowed the 
OI team since 2015 to work on the extensive settlement remains situated inside and outside of the 
main sanctuary enclosure wall.

Because of a significant delay in the deliverance of the security clearance by Egyptian authorities, 
our last year fieldwork season at Dendara, originally scheduled between early September and mid-
October 2017, was unfortunately canceled. The fourth campaign was postponed to next fall 2018 and 
will focus on two of the main areas excavated since 2015 and 2016 at Zone 1 (Late Naqada II to Old 
Kingdom periods), near the temple of Hathor, and Zone 4 (First Intermediate Period to early Middle 
Kingdom periods), outside of the main precinct of the sanctuary. 

Nevertheless, this was the occasion to reorganize in Chicago all the field data, to process the 
photogrammetric documentation and to prepare all the plans and stratigraphic profiles in the 
perspective of our next operation at the site. New research has been conducted in various collections 
and contacts established with the Petrie Museum and the Penn Museum archives which preserve a 
vast and partially unpublished documentation of the first excavation campaign carried out at the 
site by F. Petrie (Egypt Exploration Fund) and Chr. Rosher (American Exploration Society) in 1898. An 
unpublished map of the site was rediscovered on this occasion and will be presented soon considering 
the important data recorded on this document about the topography of sanctuary and the urban area 
at the end of the nineteenth century.

The results of previous OI campaigns at Dendara have been presented in two international 
colloquia, in Milan in July 2017 at the 7th Old Kingdom Art and Archaeology (OKAA) conference 
and in Munich in September 2017 at the conference AcrossBorders: From Microcosm to Macrocosm: 
Individual Households and Cities in Ancient Egypt and Nubia. Two joint articles co-signed with the 
Tell Edfu Project (cf. Edfu report infra) have been submitted in March 2018 and June 2018: “The 
Development of Two Early Urban Centers in Upper Egypt During the 3rd Millennium bc: The examples 
of Edfu and Dendara” and “Two sister-sites at the beginning of the Old Kingdom: Recent results on 
the settlement excavations at Tell Edfu and Dendara.”

Another short overview about the recent discoveries of the Pre- and Early Dynastic contexts at 
Dendara have been published in ASOR journal Near Eastern Archaeology 80.3 (“Dendara at Its Origins. 
New Evidence for a Pre- and Early Dynastic Settlement Site in Upper Egypt,” pp. 166–75). 

Preliminary results of photogrammetry survey assisted with a drone were shortly presented in 
the OI News & Notes 235 (“Dendara from another Perspective. The Use of Remote Technologies in the 
Field in Egypt,” pp. 12–15).
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EPIGRAPHIC SURVEY
W. RAYMOND JOHNSON

On October 15, 2017, Chicago House opened its doors for the 2017–18 archaeological field season, 
in collaboration with the Egyptian Ministry of Antiquities (MoA). Like many of our colleagues, we 
received our state security clearance several weeks late this year, but by November 15 we were able 
to resume on-site work. Chicago House’s documentation, conservation, restoration, and training 
activities during this 94th field season took place at three major sites: Luxor Temple, Medinet Habu, 
and Theban Tomb 107. Work finished for the season on April 15, 2018, and the team returned home 
to process data, translate texts, ink penciled drawings, organize digital files, and put the final touches 
on our next folio publication, Medinet Habu Volume X: The Eighteenth Dynasty Temple, Part II. The Façade, 
Pillars, and Architrave Inscriptions of the Thutmoside Peripteros.

LUXOR TEMPLE
JAMES HEIDEL, BRETT McCLAIN, and RAY JOHNSON

Epigraphic work in Luxor Temple in 2017–18 involved two main areas of focus: the cataloguing, 
photography, drawing, and collation of fragments in the blockyard, undertaken by Jay Heidel, Hil-
ary McDonald, Gina Salama, and Brett McClain; and the facsimile copying of the Late Roman fresco 
paintings in the Imperial Chamber (Room V), by Krisztián Vértes, with digital photographic assistance 
from Owen Murray. Each of these programs is the continuation of work in progress from the previous 
seasons. Our work in Luxor Temple was supervised by MoA Inspectors Mina Fahim Rezk, Mahmoud 
Abd el-Rahim Salman, Ahmed Mohammed Hashim, Wael Abd el-Satar, Medhat Ramadan Mahmoud, 
Lamiaa Gahlan Hussein, and Esraa Ahmed el-Taher.

In the Roman Imperial Cult Chamber, Krisztián Vértes finished digitally recording the Roman 
frescoes on the west wall of the chamber and the west half of the north wall. Remaining to be drawn 
are the apse, depicting the Tetrarchs, and the chamber’s pharaonic reliefs. Owen Murray created a 
3-D photogrammetric model of the west and north wall, from which he generated digital drawing 
enlargements for Krisztián’s drawings. This revolutionary technique will also be used for modeling 
and creating computerized drawing enlargements for the chamber’s pharaonic reliefs.

Krisztián and Ray also selected a test scene from the pharaonic wall reliefs to explore our evolv-
ing digital drawing techniques. The purpose of this test was to take a scene through all stages of our 
epigraphic process (photography, penciling, inking, collation, and director’s check) using only digital/
electronic means. This allowed an evaluation of the digital techniques and workflow as compared 
against pre-digital, tried-and-true methods. The chosen scene (Nelson no. LD 177) shows a kneeling 
Amenhotep III being blessed by Amun. The drawing, collation, and director’s check were completed 
this season, with Ray and Jonathan Winnerman acting as epigraphers. All parts of the experiment 
were successful, and the experience of this test will be published by Krisztián on our new Digital 
Epigraphy website (see below). Included in this case study will be a special section dedicated to digital 
conservation assessment of the wall (undertaken by conservator Hiroko Kariya), plus an additional 
section dedicated to digital color documentation and enhancement using various software tools 
(developed by Hilary McDonald and Tina Di Cerbo) for study of the extant wall graffiti.
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above: Saoud, Sayid, Mohamed, Jay, and Hiroko preparing  
blocks, January 26, 2018. Photo by Ray Johnson.
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At this time, I am pleased to announce that Digital Epigraphy is growing so quickly that we are 
taking the digital drawing manual online. Digital Epigraphy, the website, is scheduled to go live on 
November 1st at this link: 

http://www.digital-epigraphy.com

The website will incorporate all of the information in the first edition of Digital Epigraphy, as well 
as an enormous amount of additional material that was originally planned for the second and third 
editions. The website has the benefit of being able to change as fast as we do, with instant access to 
new methods and equipment as we learn about and test them, and it will allow us to continue lead-
ing the way in cutting-edge epigraphic documentation. In recognition of the enormous contribution 
Krisztián has made to the Epigraphic Survey’s digital epigraphy program, he is now officially desig-
nated senior artist along with senior artists Margaret De Jong and Susan Osgood. Bravo, Krisztián! 

As a result of the successful LD177 test, planning is now underway for digital photography and 
drawing of the adjacent offering chamber immediately to the south of the Roman chamber, just north 
of the bark shrine. This room is Nelson Number LE VIII. At the beginning of next season, Owen will 
photograph the walls, create a 3-D model, and generate digital drawing enlargements for the east 
wall of the chamber, preparing the lowest register of decoration first (LE 69-72). When this is ready, 
Jay will begin penciling these scenes.

left: Krisztián and Jonathan, 
during epigrapher and artist 
consultation, digital collation. 
right: Digital collation sheet of 
LD 177. Photos taken January 26, 
2018, by Ray Johnson.
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This year the work in the Luxor Temple blockyard remained focused on development of the Luxor 
Temple Fragment database and documenting the blockyard holdings. The field checks proceed mastaba-
by-mastaba and will continue until all previously numbered/studied fragments have been accounted 
for and all new fragments deemed important to the fieldwork have been added to the database.

Digital photographer Hilary McDonald, assisted by chief 3-D model/image builder and field as-
sistant Gina Salama and Photo Archives registrar Ellie Smith, continued our fragment documentation 
project, incorporating the photogrammetry technique. Hilary and Owen have pioneered a technique 
whereby completely square, orthogonal, aspective (that is, without perspectival diminution) images 
of carved wall and fragment surfaces can be extracted from a digital 3-D model created using the 
computer program Agisoft Photoscan. Continuing last year’s work, Hilary used this technique on the 
corpus of Akhenaten Karnak talatat blocks stored in the Luxor Temple blockyard, capturing the data 
for 3-D models of the carved faces. Since starting work on November 20, 2017, she has completed 
the base photography (from which the 3-D model is created) for 1,360 talatat or — since some are 
decorated on more than one side — about 1,600 decorated faces. Since many of the fragments do not 
have to be removed from their stacks on the storage mastabas, and since the photos taken to create 
the 3-D model need not be square to the surface or taken at any particular scale, this kind of field 
documentation increases the number of fragments that a photographer can shoot in a day to ap-
proximately thirty, depending on conditions. As with film-based photography, after shooting there 
are many work hours devoted to processing the gathered data and putting it into the required format. 
For film-based photography, this means developing the film and generating prints. With the digital 

from left to right: Hilary taking photos for photogrammetry, talatat magazine (March 14, 2018); Brett working 
on digital collation of Bentresh blocks (March 15, 2018); Jay and Gina tagging blocks (March 24, 2018); Jay 
digitally penciling on iPad Pro (March 14, 2018). Photos by Ray Johnson.
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photography, it means processing the field photographs into 3-D models and extracting orthogonal 
digital images of the carved surfaces. With both methods, the amount of processing time and effort 
is similar, but with the digital method the work can be done anywhere on a laptop; no darkroom is 
needed. Two mastabas filled almost exclusively with talatat having decoration on more than one side 
required extra time, since rows of blocks had to be dismantled to capture the information. Altogether, 
since we began last year, approximately 3,960 talatat have been photographed using this method.

In the last year the speed of our processing the field data into 3-D models and orthogonal digital 
images has increased thanks to Gina Salama’s efforts. Gina continued building models and creating 
rectified photos this summer and entered the 1,050 images that have been processed into the Luxor 
Temple Fragment database. In addition, the data for these initial 1,050 talatat (the field photography, 
the 3-D model, the high-resolution TIFF and the low-resolution JPEG files) have all been handed over 
to digital archivists Alain and Emmanuelle Arnaudiès for incorporation and permanent storage in 
the new Chicago House Digital Photo Archive. The Arnaudiès have designed the database and begun 
entering test groups of material (including our talatat), refining the design as they go. As the fragment 
data are entered into the Digital Archive, they will subsequently be securely stored in the permanent 
archive at the Oriental Institute. There they will be available for study, analysis, and virtual reas-
sembly by scholars in the future.

Gina also affixed 2,455 aluminum inventory number tags to the blocks and fragments in the field, 
including seven mastabas of Amenhotep III sanctuary material at the southern end of the blockyard, 
which we will begin to photograph next season. Additionally, to the west of the Luxor Temple offering 
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chamber is a locked magazine, comprising rooms indicated by Nelson numbers LE IX, X and XXIII, 
that contains approximately 3,000 more talatat. We obtained permission to enter the magazine this 
season, where Gina did a rough count and Hilary photographed the entire magazine for overall 3-D 
maps of the mastabas. Hiroko Kariya inspected the fragments to plan conservation for next season, 
when we will begin photography of this group.

In addition to coordinating the Luxor Temple work, Jay also continued drawing the Bentresh/
Ptolemy I fragment group using a transitional digital drawing technique whereby the fragments 
are being drawn with an iPad Pro using a scanned large-format film negative as a background. The 
Bentresh inscription is contained on a subset of 39 of these fragments that have been inked and are 
currently being digitally collated by first epigrapher J. Brett McClain, who completed 22 this season. 
Of the remaining 141 fragments, Jay digitally penciled 46 last season and the remaining 95 this season, 
completing the penciling of the Ptolemy I corpus.

Conservator Hiroko Kariya worked in the blockyard between January 22 and March 26, 2018. 
With Hilary, she opened the “hospital” mastabas, sealed for the last ten years, so that the talatat and 
other fragments therein could be tagged, photographed, and cataloged. Hiroko also did spot clean-
ing, condition checking, photo preparation, and emergency treatment, and supervised the transfer 
of many talatat in fairly good condition out of the hospital mastabas, while other talatat and various 
fragments in bad condition were transferred into these covered storage platforms. She also worked 
on Open Air Museum maintenance and arranged the replacement of damaged canvas covers for the 
fragment shelf storage areas.

From March 18th to 20th, structural engineer Conor Power conducted his annual condition study of 
the Luxor Temple structure, finding no evidence of movement or instability. The temple structure remains 
stable and sound, thanks to the USAID-sponsored groundwater lowering project inaugurated in 2006.

left: First digital collation review with 
Sue, Ariel, Margaret, Dominique, and Ray 
(December 8, 2017). Photo by Jay Heidel. 

right: Krisztián in front of LD 177 for 
digital director’s check phase (February 

22, 2018). Photo by Ray Johnson.
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MEDINET HABU 

EPIGRAPHY
BRETT McCLAIN, JEN KIMPTON, and RAY JOHNSON

The epigraphic team in the small Amun temple of Hatshepsut and Thutmose III, under the supervision 
of senior epigrapher J. Brett McClain and senior artists Margaret De Jong and Susan Osgood, con-
tinued to work on the drawings for Medinet Habu XI and XII, while Tina Di Cerbo and Richard Jasnow 
continued their digital documentation of Coptic graffiti in the northern Ptolemaic annex. Our work 
was supervised by MSA Inspectors Rasha Mohammed Abd el-Karim, Mahmoud Abd el-Gawad, Sanaa 
Yousef Ahmed Ali, Mahmoud al-Azab Abd el-Raziq, Saudi Salah Said Hussein, and Abd el-Baset Ahmed 
Eid Sultan. New epigrapher Ariel Singer began her training in the small Amun temple with the team, 
while artist Dominique Navarro worked on a gate from the time of Taharqa located immediately to 
the north of the Kushite pylon, to be published in Medinet Habu XIII. Brett and photographers Sue 
Lezon and Yarko Kobylecky produced the final photographs for Medinet Habu X, now in production in 
Chicago. Epigrapher Jen Kimpton, assisted by Anait Helmholz, resumed the cataloging and analysis of 
blocks and fragments from the destroyed Medinet Habu Western High Gate, while artist Keli Alberts 
continued the facsimile drawing of selected fragments and groups, and Ariel helped collate some of 
the drawings. Jen and Keli continue to make numerous joins of fragment groups within the corpus, 
furthering our knowledge not only of the exterior and interior scenes of the destroyed gate, but also 
of the architecture of the gate itself. The catalog was unexpectedly expanded this season with an 
additional 262 entries, due mainly to the influx of new material emerging from the cleaning under-
taken by the conservation team in preparation for the installation of pavement west of the mortuary 
temple. In particular, 179 decorated fragments have thus far been recorded from the cut made in an 
artificial berm erected in the 1930s above the inner enclosure wall; an estimated 50 additional frag-
ments from that cut will be recorded next season. Additional new fragments cataloged this season 
came from other areas cleared by the conservation team and from the archaeological cleaning within 

left: Margaret drawing a reused stela column base (February 2018). Photo by Dominique Navarro. right: Medinet 
Habu small Amun temple, Sue checking drawing corrections (February 28, 2018). Photo by Ray Johnson.
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the Western High Gate. The catalog now contains 1,418 entries, representing 1,318 separate objects 
(the difference between the two numbers is due to the practice of dedicating a separate entry in 
the catalogue to each decorated surface). All fragments included in the catalogue are provided with 
identifying numbers, reference photographs, dimensions and basic descriptions. Photographer Yarko 
Kobylecky continued to generate large-format film documentation of the blocks and fragments, while 
Owen Murray continued his digital recording of the western area for photogrammetric mapping. 
Archaeologists Nadine Moeller and Grégory Marouard coordinated the clearance and documentation 
of the foundation trenches of the northern tower; Greg rejoined the team for two weeks in March in 
order to finish the northern foundation work. Since the architecture and decoration of the Western 
High Gate, an integral part of Ramesses III’s mortuary complex, has remained almost wholly un-
published since its discovery, it is intended that a future volume in our Medinet Habu series will be 
devoted to the presentation thereof. 

Yarko, assisted by Ellie, also generated large-format film negatives in the God’s Wives Chapels 
from the Twenty-fifth and Twenty-sixth Dynasties in preparation for publication; we will study and 
publish these funerary chapels while we document the Twenty-fifth Dynasty additions to the small 
Amun temple, since they were part of the same building program. Yarko developed an innovative 
“rail” system on which he mounted his camera, allowing seamless overlapping photographs of entire 
registers of the beautiful offering scenes inside the chapel. Aleksandra Hallmann, current OI post-
doctoral fellow, joined us this season to continue her documentation and study of the chapels; it’s 
always a pleasure to have her with us. 

What follows is a tally of the drawing enlargements that passed through all stages of the Chicago 
House method during the course of the 2017–18 season:

Penciling completed: 74 drawing enlargements
Inking completed (including summer 2017): 81
Transfer check completed: 7
Director check completed: 3

above: Dominique drawing Taharqa gate  
reliefs (January 2018). Photo by Ariel Singer.
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above: Keli and Sue discussing 
block drawing from the Western 

High Gate (February 24, 2018). 
Photo by Yarko Kobylecky.  

 
right: Yarko photographing  
in the God’s Wife Amenirdis  

chapel (February 2018).  
Photo by Dominique Navarro.
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ARCHAEOLOGY 

Survey of the Ay and Horemheb Mortuary 
Complex and Exterior of the Medinet Habu 
Precinct 
GRÉGORY MAROUARD and NADINE MOELLER

In December 2017, Nadine Moeller and Grégory Marouard conducted 
a preliminary survey of the external areas of the mortuary complex 
of Ramesses III at Medinet Habu, in order to determine the current 
state of preservation of the vestiges in those sectors and the archaeo-
logical potential for conducting a geophysical survey and resuming 
some excavation work in the near future. The complete delineated 
surface was fully explored in several days. It covers about 15 ha and 
matches the original limits of Chicago House’s archaeological conces-
sion from the 1920–30s. 

On the northern side of the Ramesses III precinct, a complete 
survey of the mortuary temples of kings Ay and Horemheb was con-
ducted. These monuments were dismantled quite early after their 
abandonment (in the course of Nineteenth Dynasty), and only a very 
small part of Horemheb’s temple is still preserved in situ, mostly the 
central part and western rooms. Those remains were fully exposed 
during a single campaign conducted by archaeologist U. Hölscher 
between November 1930 and spring 1931 (OIP 21, 1934, pl. 33; and OIP 
41, 1939, pp. 63–11). Most of the vestiges recorded at that point are 
still in place today and, except for some of the mudbrick walls, which 
have suffered from rain and wind erosion, the site has remained rela-
tively well preserved during the last eighty years of exposure.

Despite the previous Oriental Institute excavations of the main 
sanctuary buildings, the front quarter — ca. 1 ha — of the late Eigh-
teenth-Dynasty complex was left completely unexcavated. The 2017 
survey focused particularly on this area, which is deeply covered by 
the excavation dumps of previous work conducted inside the pre-
cinct of Medinet Habu temple by Georges Daressy and then by U. 
Hölscher. Most of this debris consists of pieces of mudbricks and red 
bricks, mixed pottery sherds form various periods (dating from the 
New Kingdom to the Coptic period), limestone pebbles, and small to 
medium fragments of sandstone. A few blocks with fragments of decoration and partial hieroglyphic 
inscriptions have been systematically recorded, but without identifying any clear relationship, so 
far, to Horemheb and Ay’s temples or to Ramesses III’s temple. A clean-up of the entire second pylon 
of the Horemheb temple is planned for next season, which will allow for a better evaluation of the 
presence of in situ structures under this thick level of mixed material.

The survey also included a close examination of the areas situated immediately to the north and 
the west of the temples of Ay and Horemheb in order to detect the presence of possible remains of 
the town from the mid-Eighteenth Dynasty, for which several houses were discovered during previ-
ous OI and French Institute excavations (near the funerary complex of Amenhotep, son of Hapu). 
Due to a very irregular topography and leveling operations from the late Eighteenth Dynasty, these 
remains seem to be covered with a thick layer of gravel and limestone pebbles and are therefore al-
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above: Overview of Ay Horemheb  
temple complex. By Nadine Moeller.

most inaccessible. An extensive campaign of coring and a geomagnetic or Ground Penetrating Radar 
survey will be needed here in order to verify the hypothesis of an extensive earlier urban settlement, 
probably linked to the reign of Amenhotep III and his significant construction projects in the area.

On the north side of the elite tombs and on the rear side (west) of Ay and Horemheb temples, 
another zone of about 3000 sq m was extensively studied. Recent satellite images and early aerial 
photographs available for this area indicate the presence of an east–west oriented building, as yet 
unexcavated, measuring at least 40 m wide × 50–65 m in length. This sector is covered by a thick 
layer of pebbles and limestone gravel, but it shows a significant elevation above the surrounding 
natural ground, which might suggest here a construction that had been built on an artificial terrace 
or on a small hill. In several parts of the central area, the foundation trenches of numerous rooms 
and thick mud floor levels appear to be preserved in situ, as well as the remains of mudbrick walls 
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visible only on few courses. A deep shaft, excavated at a later time, and a sandstone sarcophagus 
indicate the presence of later burial activity in the area. Unfortunately, recent work, including 
the passage of a bulldozer, and modern garbage dumps prevent a good reading of the remains, 
and currently no visible element on the surface allows us to specify the function and chronology 
of this installation.

CONSERVATION and RESTORATION
LOTFI HASSAN, FRANK HELMHOLZ, and RAY JOHNSON

Senior conservator Lotfi Hassan continued to supervise the Medinet Habu conservation program, 
including the capping of Ramesses III-era mudbrick walls along the stone pavement around the Ra-
messes III mortuary temple with new bricks, as well as supervising our ongoing Egyptian conserva-
tion-student training program. Twenty-five Egyptian conservators participated in the grant-funded 
work this season, including nine students. Lotfi supervised the brickmaking for the mudbrick wall 
restoration work and also coordinated the careful cleaning and preparation of the areas to be re-
stored. In February and March, Lotfi and his team stabilized the two southern columns of the main 
hall of the House of Butehamun and made them vertical, and the team has been experimenting with 
compressed mudbrick paving slabs and protective rope fencing around the house that will allow visi-
tors to view the installation from the outside. Master mason Frank Helmholtz continued to supervise 
the restoration of Ramesses III-period paved walkways on the southern, western, and northern sides 
of the mortuary temple with new, thick sandstone slabs. These restored walkways are already facili-
tating public access to the western precinct, the House of Butehamun, and a future open-air museum 
in the area of the Western High Gate. The paved walkway now extends along the entire length of the 
southern side of the mortuary temple and has turned the southwest corner, where restoration is now 
proceeding along the western side. During this season, 170 paving stone were laid, with a path length 
of 56 m and approximate surface area of 197 sq m. This includes newly laid stones as well as partially 
preserved historic pavement, restored and completed with new stone. We gratefully acknowledge here 
a grant from USAID Egypt that currently supports the development and restoration of the southern 
and western sectors of the Medinet Habu precinct.

above: General view of the still-standing part of the mortuary temples of  
Ay and Horemheb, from the south. Photo by Grégory Marouard.
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above: Frank, Saber, and 
Johannes laying stone 
slabs (February 27, 2018). 
Photo by Ray Johnson.

middle left: Medinet 
Habu Butehamun House 
work (January 24, 
2018). Photo by Yarko 
Kobylecky. 

middle below: Brick 
forming (February 27, 
2018). Photo by Ray 
Johnson.

below: Medinet Habu 
conservation team, 
including conservation 
students and assistants 
2017–18 season (March, 
2018). Photo by Frank 
Helmholz.
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THEBAN TOMB 107
BRETT McCLAIN, BOYO OCKINGA, and RAY JOHNSON

In late January, Boyo Ockinga and Susanne Binder supervised the archaeological cleaning of the 
inscribed portico of TT 107, the Theban tomb of Nefersekheru, steward of Amenhotep III’s jubilee 
palace at Malqata. The work this season included the removal of blocking and debris in the entry-
way of the unexcavated broad hall and insertion of a steel security door in a brick frame. During the 
clearance, an in situ larger-than-lifesize raised-relief figure of the tomb owner Nefersekheru was 
revealed in the western door thickness, preserved from the waist down, facing out of the tomb. Ad-
ditional inscribed fragments of the destroyed limestone doorjambs and portico wall were also found 
and were consolidated and joined where possible by conservator Hiroko Kariya, in preparation for 
photography and drawing. Senior epigrapher J. Brett McClain continued first collations of the fac-
similes of the portico façade reliefs, drawn by senior epigraphic artists Margaret De Jong and Sue 
Osgood, while Ray Johnson, Jonathan Winnerman, and Ariel Singer resumed the second collations of 
the drawings. Sue Osgood did digital drawings of the new fragments found last season for integration 
with the wall-relief drawings; Ray director-checked some of her earlier digital fragment drawings 
for integration with the wall drawings, and, in late March, debris from the archaeological cleaning 
work was removed by the Chicago House workmen, supervised by Reis Badawy Muhammad Abd el-
Rahman. Our work at TT 107 this season was supervised by MoA Inspectors Shaimaa Abd el-Kareem 
Gad el-Rab and Safaa Badawy Hassan.

above: Group photo of the Medinet Habu conservation, 
stone, and documentation teams 2017–18 season (March 
2018). Photo by Frank Helmholz.
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above: TT 107, overview of site (February 1, 2018). Photo by Ray Johnson.
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clockwise from top left: TT 107 — New Neferesekheru door thickness relief; Owen photographing 
tomb entrance (February 1, 2018); Sue and Hiroko at work (February 14, 2018); Assistant librarian 
Martina and husband assistant administrator Samwell (March 30, 2018). Photos by Ray Johnson.
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CHICAGO HOUSE

Tina Di Cerbo arrived in September to start 
opening the house and carrying out the repairs 
and maintenance work that are difficult to do 
during the field season, when the house is occu-
pied. In addition to the enormous task of clean-
ing the facility after its summer sleep, Tina and 
our workmen continued repairs and painting 
in the main house, replaced water tanks, floor 
tiles, and water pipes throughout the complex, 
and had the place ship-shape by the time the 
team arrived on October 15. Kudos and thanks 
to her and our amazing workmen for their ex-
traordinary efforts on our behalf.

The Chicago House Marjorie M. Fisher Li-
brary opened on October 20, 2017, and closed 
for the season on April 6, 2018, under the ca-
pable direction of head librarian Anait Helm-
holz, assisted by Martina Roshdi. We had almost 
1,000 library patrons during the course of the 
season, including numerous Egyptian graduate 
students and members of foreign missions, who 
used over 5,000 books. We added 220 new titles 
to the library collection, including 66 jour-
nals and 20 periodicals. Of the received titles, 
45 were gifts from: Phlippe Collombert; Helen 
and Nigel Strudwick; Riccardo Manzini; Michael 
Morris; Francisco Martin-Valentin, Teresa Bed-
man & Instituto De Estudios Del Antiguo Egipto; 
AUC Press; Roger O. De Keersmaecker; Chris-
tophe Thiers; The Getty Conservation Institute; 
Patryk Chudzik; Christian Leblanc; Luc Gabolde; 
CFEETK; Florian Ebeling and Christian Loeben; 
Rob Demaree; Richard Spiegelberg; Wafaa El 
Saddik; the Netherlands-Flemish Institute in 
Cairo; Marjorie Fisher; Daniel Polz and the DAI; 
Daniela Rutica; Zbigniew Szafranski; and Neal 
Spencer. We offer sincerest thanks to them all. 
Work continued on the digital library catalog, 
with approximately 1,300 titles entered; during 
the season the digital catalog for the whole col-
lection of the periodical (L20) monographs was 
completed. Martina also made a full list of the 
folio volumes in the locked cases, after which 
Anait revised the catalog cards with the full in-
formation about each folio, a project that will 

Chicago House photo archives. above: Gina 
scanning dictionary cards (November 1, 2017). 
below: Alain checking photograph locations 
at Luxor Temple (April 4, 2018). Photos by Ray 
Johnson.
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be completed next season. In April 
we finally revived our bookbinding 
program and sent 168 volumes to 
Cairo for binding. Many thanks to 
Anait and Martina for their wonder-
ful work! Congratulations are also 
due to Gina Salama, who successfully 
completed the scanning of all 40,000 
Chicago House dictionary cards this 
winter, a labor of love and a major ac-
complishment.

In the Tom and Linda Heagy Chi-
cago House Photo Archives, registrar 
Ellie Smith numbered and entered 
into the database 341 new large-for-
mat film negatives generated by Yar-
ko, primarily from the Western High 
Gate and God’s Wives Chapels. She 
also labeled data from the Ted Brock 
Photographic Archives, processed 
by Tina, including 75,375 slides from 
Ted’s archive that Tina scanned. Photo archivist Sue Lezon worked from December 20 to January 22 
along with Brett and Yarko on the final photographs for MH X, and again from March 2 to March 14. 
Photographer Amanda Tetréault, one of Sue’s former students, arrived in Luxor on January 5 and 

stayed with us until the 16th. While at Chicago House she reviewed our pho-
tography operations on both sides of the river and was indoctrinated into 
the mysteries of the film photography studio by Sue and Yarko. Amanda will 

be joining us for a full six months in 2018–19 to continue her training and 
to assist Yarko with our large-format film photography. Welcome 

Amanda!
Alain and Emmanuelle Arnaudiès were with us from 

November 18 until December 3, and again from March 18 
until April 7, working on the new Chicago House Digital 

Photo Archive storage system. We have come to real-
ize that film photography and digital photography 
must be maintained in perpetuity at Chicago House 
for complete documentation and archiving of the pri-
mary temple and tomb sites in Luxor. That said, we 
are utilizing digital photography more and more in 
documentation programs — including drawing — and 
the Arnaudiès have designed a storage system that 
can properly accommodate the enormous amount of 

data being generated. This season they entered 5,023 
images in the digital database, including 884 orthomo-

saic photographs produced by Hilary. In the large-for-
mat collection database, they recorded 341 photographs 

(making a grand total of 23,024 large-format images in our 

below: Frank, Jay, 
Amenhotep III, and Chris 
Woods (November 5, 2017). 
Photo by Ray Johnson.
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own collection), 523 bibliographi-
cal references (total 5,270), and 469 
PDF files in the digital library (total 
3,151). Emmanuelle also did a survey 
of our Luxor Temple photographic 
archive in order to give us an idea of 
what has not yet been photographed, 
and she generated a detailed report 
of what still needs to be done. I am 
pleased to announce that on De-
cember 16 Emmanuelle successfully 
defended her PhD defense at the 
Sorbonne. Congratulations Dr. Em-
manuelle! Since I am now discussing 
the achievements of our staff, I must 
also congratulate Jonathan Winner-
man on his successful PhD defense on 
July 12 and also for his new teaching 
position in UCLA. We will miss him 
in Luxor. 

Finally, I am very happy to an-
nounce that, in July, Brett McClain was appointed assistant director of the Epigraphic Survey, Chicago 
House. I would like to take this opportunity to extend my heartfelt congratulations to Brett, who 
is receiving long-overdue recognition for the hard work, high standards, and responsibility that he 
brings to the Epigraphic Survey. I can say in all honesty that the caliber of the epigraphic work and 
publications produced by Chicago House today under his supervision continues to define “excellence” 
in epigraphic recording. Brett has been functioning as de facto Chicago House assistant director for 
many years now, and I am delighted that our friends and colleagues at the Oriental Institute and 
University of Chicago have acknowledged this and formally awarded him this title; he has earned it. 
Many congratulations, dear Brett! 

The Epigraphic Survey professional staff this season, besides the director, Ray Johnson, consisted 
of J. Brett McClain as assistant director, Jen Kimpton, Christina Di Cerbo, and Jonathan Winnerman as 
epigraphers; Ariel Singer as student epigrapher; Boyo Ockinga and Susanne Binder as archaeologists/
epigraphers; Margaret De Jong, Susan Osgood, and Krisztián Vértes as senior artists, and Keli Alberts 
and Dominique Navarro as artists; Jay Heidel as architect/artist/data manager; Gina Salama as Luxor 
Temple assistant; Yarko Kobylecky as chief staff photographer; Owen Murray and Hilary McDonald 
as photographers; Susan Lezon as photo archivist and photographer; Elinor Smith as photo archives 
registrar and photography assistant; Carlotta Maher as assistant to the director; Essam El Sayed as 
finance manager; Samir Guindy as administrator; Samwell Maher as administrative assistant; Anait 
Helmholz as CH head librarian and Medinet Habu blockyard assistant; Martina Roshdy Maher as li-
brarian assistant; Frank Helmholz as master mason; Johannes Weninger as mason; Lotfi K. Hassan as 
Medinet Habu conservation supervisor; Hany Diab, Al Azab Ahmed, Nehad Badry, Skina Oraby, Safaa 
Nuby, Anhar Hassan, Fatma Ahmed, and Neema Ahmed as Medinet Habu conservators; and Hiroko 
Kariya as Luxor Temple conservator. Alain and Emmanuelle Arnaudiès worked on the Chicago House 
Digital Archives database. We owe a particular debt of gratitude to Nadine Moeller and Grégory 
Marouard for their wisdom and assistance with our archaeological work. And special thanks must go 
to our forty full-time Egyptian workmen, the core of the house and temple staff, our family in Luxor.

above: Chicago House staff photo  
(March 12, 2018). Photo by Sue Lezon.
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EXCAVATIONS AT SUREZHA 2017
Erbil Plain, Kurdistan Region, Iraq
GIL J. STEIN

The Surezha excavations investigate the key phases in the origins of towns and later cities in North-
ern Mesopotamia during the sixth–fourth millennia bc Chalcolithic period. Surezha is an ideal site to 
define the Chalcolithic chronology and developmental sequence of the Erbil Plain in the Kurdistan 
region of northeast Iraq, because the high mound at the site is largely prehistoric, with only limited 
later occupation from the Middle Assyrian period and the Iron Age.

The Chalcolithic period, from 5500 to 3100 bc, is the time when the world’s first urban civilization 
developed in Mesopotamia. The development of towns and cities is best known from the Ubaid and 
Uruk periods and their associated material cultural styles in southern Mesopotamia, at sites such 
as Eridu, Ur, and Uruk/Warka. We are only now beginning to understand the earliest stages in the 
development of urbanism in northern Mesopotamia and especially in Iraqi Kurdistan.

In the 2013 through 2017 field seasons, our plan has been to define the chronology and cultural 
developments in northern Mesopotamia, especially on the fertile and strategically located Erbil Plain 
during the Ubaid 3–4 (5300–5100? bc), Late Chalcolithic 1 or LC1(5100?–4500 bc), Late Chalcolithic 2 or 
LC2 (4500–3850 bc), and Middle Uruk (= LC3–4 periods ca. 3850–3400 bc) periods. The LC 1–5 sequence 
and terminology are used for northern or upper Mesopotamia in order to recognize the fact that 
cultural developments were not identical between the northern and southern parts of Mesopotamia. 
The 2017 field season marks a shift in strategy away from vertical excavations focused on defining site 
chronology toward an emphasis on broader horizontal excavations aimed at understanding economic 
and political organization in the LC1 period.

The 2017 field season took place from July 10 to August 21, 2017. The excavations were directed by 
Gil J. Stein, with Michael Fisher as associate director. Project staff consisted of John Alden (University 
of Michigan), Suay Erkesuz (University of Chicago), Taos Babour (Sorbonne University), Michael 
Fisher (associate director, University of Chicago), Sam Harris (University of Chicago), Monica Phillips 
(University of Chicago), Lucas Proctor (University of Connecticut), Bastien Varoutsikos (CNRS-
Nanterre), Victoria Wilson (University of Chicago), and Ramin Yashmi (Tehran). 

Field excavations were carried out by twenty workers from the Erbil Museum and from the 
village of Surezha. Our government representatives from the Kurdistan Regional Government (KRG) 
directorate of antiquities for the Erbil Governate were Rozhgar Rashid, and Nader Babakr, on-site 
and in the Erbil Museum. We express our deep appreciation to Mr. Mala Awat Abu Bakr Othman, 
director general of antiquities for the KRG, and to Mr. Nader Babakr, director of antiquities for the 
Erbil Governate. We thank Maghdid and Samira Maghdid, our host family in the village of Surezha. 
Financial support for the Surezha excavations came from the National Science Foundation (grant 
number 0917904), the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago, and the generosity of private 
donors, notably Mr. Harvey Plotnick. 
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SITE DESCRIPTION

Surezha is a mounded settlement of 22 ha, located next to the modern village of Surezha, 
approximately 20 km south of the modern city of Erbil in the Kurdistan region of northern 
Iraq (fig. 1). The site was first recorded by Jason Ur and Harvard University’s Erbil Plain 
Archaeological Survey (EPAS) in 2012. The ancient site has three parts: a) the high mound; b) 
the terrace; and c) the lower town. The conical-shaped high mound measures approximately 
188 m NW-SE and 150 m from SW to NE, with an area of approximately 2.8 ha. The high mound 
rises to a height of 16 m and is surrounded by a terrace on all sides. The terrace slopes gradually down 
to the lower town which extends out from the terrace in all directions. Our excavations have focused 
almost entirely on the high mound and terrace, where the prehistoric settlement of Surezha was 
located (fig. 2). Systematic surface collections across the site and excavation of step trench Op. 1 on 

above: Figure 1. The Erbil Plain in the Kurdistan region, east 
of the Tigris River in Northeast Iraq, showing the location 
of Surezha (map courtesy of Jason Ur and the Harvard 
University Erbil Plain Archaeological Survey-EPAS).
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the high mound indicate that the Chalcolithic occupations of the Surezha high 
mound included the following sequence:

circle inset: Figure 2. Drone photograph of Surezha high mound, showing operations 2, 9, and 210 in 
area B at the south end of the Surezha high mound (photo: Jason Ur and Harvard University-EPAS). 

above: Figure 3. Topographic map of Surezha high mound, terrace, and lower town.

Late Chalcolithic (LC4) 	 ca. 3700–3400 bc (= Late Middle Uruk Period)
Late Chalcolithic (LC3) 	 ca. 3850–3700 bc
Late Chalcolithic (LC2) 	 ca. 4500–3850? bc (= Early Uruk period)
Late Chalcolithic (LC1) 	 ca. 5100–4500? bc
Ubaid			   ca. 5500–5100? bc
Halaf			   ca. 5800–5500 bc? 

Our main goal in 2017 was to expose as broad an area as possible of 
the little known Late Chalcolithic 1 (LC1) period occupation of Surezha. This 

period immediately follows the Ubaid period when larger and more complex 
town-sized settlements with diverse populations first developed in the Near East. 

Excavations took place in three contiguous 10 × 10 m trenches oriented east–west 
in Area “B” at the south end of the Surezha high mound: Operations 2, 9, and 10. At 

the juncture between the base of the high mound and the surrounding sloping terrace, 
LC1 deposits are accessible immediately beneath the surface. This easy accessibility of fifth 

millennium bc deposits made the south base of the high mound an ideal place for broad horizontal 
exposures of the LC1 settlement and its Ubaid antecedents (fig. 3). 
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EXCAVATIONS

Excavations in the three trenches of area B exposed multiple phases of LC1 mudbrick architecture 
largely oriented NE–SW as the uppermost preserved stratigraphic phase immediately beneath the 
surface. Excavations in area B have now documented what we believe is the complete LC1 sequence 
at Surezha, starting with the Ubaid-to-LC1 transition and continuing through to a localized abandon-
ment phase at the end of the LC1.

OPERATION 2
MICHAEL FISHER and RAMIN YASHMI

Operation 2 is a 10 × 10 m trench at the southern base of the high mound. Excavations begun here 
in 2013 recovered well-preserved remains of two (and possibly three) mudbrick houses oriented NE-
SW, with a narrow alley between them and two large courtyards to the northeast (fig. 4). We were 
able to define a continuous sequence of occupation of houses and other architecture from the Ubaid 
through the end of the LC1 period. The “east house” and “west house” are both multiple room houses 
with ca. 90 cm thick exterior walls three to four courses wide, subdivided into interior rooms with 
smaller, thinner walls. The houses underwent at least one major rebuild, in which the exterior walls 
of the later construction phase were built on the same lines as the earlier walls. 

above: Figure 4. Surezha area B: composite top plan of 
LC1 architecture in operations 2, 9, and 10.
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Radiocarbon dates and ceramics associated with these houses show that they were continuously 
occupied for hundreds of years — in both the earlier Ubaid period and in the succeeding Late 
Chalcolithic 1 or LC1 period. Our evidence suggests that the transition from the Ubaid to the LC1 
was gradual, with many stylistic continuities between the two periods. The floors of the east and west 
houses were generally clean; however, at least some prestige artifacts such as a fragmentary stone 
palette recovered in the earlier 2016 field season suggest that higher status individuals inhabited 
these structures. These houses continued in use in both the Ubaid and the early LC1 periods.

In the middle phase of the LC1 occupation of Op. 2 (phase D), the domestic architecture was filled 
in with trash and with deliberately laid mudbricks. These leveling activities provided the foundations 
for phase C — the late LC1 occupation, with a small mudbrick platform on which an enigmatic oval 
structure was constructed. A series of ash-filled pyrotechnic features surrounded the oval structure. 
The function of this feature or structure remains unclear. 

In the final LC1 occupation phase B, this part of Op. 2 seems to have been an open area or outdoor 
surface with pits, pyrotechnic features, and a domed clay oven. At this point, the area seems to have 
been abandoned, as we can see from the accumulation of wash layers that were eventually cut through 
by an erosional gully. The deposits that accumulated in the gully contained largely late LC1 ceramics 
with a few examples of later LC2 pottery. We can interpret this as the end of the LC1 occupation and 
the erosion downslope of deposits from the earliest LC2 occupation at the south end of the site. 
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OPERATION 9
SAM HARRIS and SUAY ERKESUZ

Operation 9 is a 10 × 10 m trench excavated immediately to the west of Op. 2. The trench was excavated 
in two 5 × 10 m “steps,” with the 10-m long axis oriented east-west. The upper step was located in 
the northern half of the trench and the lower step was downslope in the southern half. All cultural 
deposits exposed in Op. 9 during the 2017 season dated to the middle (phase F) and late phases (E3-1) 
of the LC1 period in area B. Based on the stratigraphy of the adjacent Op. 2, it is likely that deposits 
dating to the earliest LC1 and to the Ubaid period are present in the as-yet unexcavated strata at the 
base of Op. 9.

The mudbrick walls exposed in Op. 9 align well with those of adjacent trenches, and wall 7 appears 
to link across into the walls of the “west house” in Op. 2 to the east (fig. 4). Operation 9 architectural 
phases F (earliest) through E1 show great continuity in wall orientation and location. Wall 8 — a large 
mudbrick wall 5 courses wide — continued in use from its construction in phase F through phase E2. 
Wall 8 may have formed the western wall of the “west house” in adjacent Op. 2, most likely enclosing 
the open air courtyard of that house. In the later LC1 phase E2, the courtyard was subdivided by the 
construction of smaller 2-course wide mudbrick wall 7. At this point, a series of thin, 1-course wide 
mudbrick walls were built to the west of the long-standing wall 8, possibly forming small outdoor 
bins. This is the uppermost preserved architecture in Op. 9. 

In phases E1 and D, the larger courtyard walls and small bins were filled up and covered over 
with mudbrick collapse. 

In the final phases C and B, the area of Op. 9 was completely abandoned, and thick, silty wash 
layers sealed off the LC1 architecture. These deposits match the sediments found in adjacent 
Operations 2 to the east and 10 to the west in showing that the area of the three trenches in area B 
was abandoned for an undetermined interval between the end of the LC1 period and the beginning 
of the later LC2 period occupation at the south end of the Surezha high mound.

OPERATION 10
TAOS BABOUR, VICTORIA WILSON, and LUCAS PROCTOR

Operation 10 is a 10 × 10 m trench immediately to the west of Op. 9, and was the westernmost trench 
excavated in area B during the 2017 field season. It is located at the southwest edge of the high mound, 
so that the present day ground surface slopes down to both the west and south. As with adjacent 
Op. 9, Op. 10 was excavated in two east-west oriented steps measuring 5 × 10 m. The lower step at the 
south end of the trench was badly eroded with the result that the only preserved in situ features were 
the bases of later pits and installations cut down from later surfaces that are no longer preserved.

Excavations identified three main stratigraphic phases in Op. 10. The earliest occupation reached 
in 2017 is Phase C, which dates to the LC1 period. This is represented by locus 28–30, a large mudbrick 
wall 1.25 m wide, constructed of five rows of bricks and is preserved at a height of 0.9 m. Wall 28–30 
extends for about 6 m from NW–SE and extends into the east baulk section of Op. 10 (fig. 4). This is 
the same orientation as the walls in Operations 2 and 9. The wall was constructed on top of a compact 
clay outdoor surfaces locus 22. This appears to be a large-scale enclosure wall surrounding an outdoor 
surface or courtyard. Potsherds incised with distinctive “herringbone” and “chevron” patterns, and 
deep comb incised sherds, allow us to date the wall and courtyard to the earliest phase of the LC1 
period. The presence of several superimposed clay surfaces suggests that the wall and courtyard were 
in use for an extended period. At some point in the middle or late LC1 period, the wall and courtyard 
were abandoned and filled in with mudbrick collapse and wash. 
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The next phase of occupation — phase B — is 
represented by a series of pits (loci 3, 20, and 45), a 
plastered basin (locus 26), and an infant jar burial 
(locus 32) dug down from a higher surface that 
is no longer preserved. These pits are difficult to 
date with precision, but apparently belong to the 
end of the LC1 or the early LC2 period. Plastered 
basin 26 is particularly noteworthy because 
it contained two ceramic types that are 
extremely rare on the Erbil Plain, but 
occur more frequently at Tepe Gawra and 
west of the Tigris River in northwest Iraq 
and the Syrian Jazira. The first of these 
was a jar whose painted motifs seem to 
be a local version of “sprig ware” (fig. 
5), generally dated to the LC1–2 periods. 
The second type is a plain fine ware bowl 
of “blister ware” (named for the presence of 
air pockets inside the vessel walls, creating clear 
bulges or blisters on the surface) found in both 
plastered basin 26 and pit 3 (fig. 6, drawing 5); this too 
is a ceramic form datable to the late LC1–2 at sites such as 
Hamoukar in the Syrian Jazira. These pits and installations 
were overlain by the same wash layer that seals LC1 deposits 
in all three trenches of area B and apparently signals the 
abandonment of this part of the site.

After a hiatus lasting about three millennia, the final 
occupation phase of Op. 10 consists of a series of seven large bell shaped pits 1.2 m in diameter (loci 
13, 14, 15, 16, 33, 34, and 42) possibly used for grain storage. These pits can be dated by their ceramics 
to the Middle Assyrian period/Late Bronze Age, in the second half of the second millennium bc. Due 
to extensive erosion, only the bottoms of these pits were preserved.

ARCHAEOBOTANICAL ANALYSES
LUCAS PROCTOR

To understand agricultural production and consumption patterns at Surezha, Lucas Proctor (Univer-
sity of Connecticut) processed and analyzed the Surezha archaeobotanical samples. The processed 
samples were examined at the University of Connecticut Archaeobotany Laboratory. These examina-
tions are ongoing. Processing and analysis of 41 samples recovered nearly 9,000 seeds. Cereal grains 
and chaff represented the vast majority of carbonized botanical remains in the examined samples. 
Two-row barley and emmer wheat both appear to have been heavily exploited at Tell Surezha. Barley 
was the more common of the two. This emphasis on heat and drought tolerant cereals is consistent 
with Tell Surezha’s location on the hot, semiarid Erbil Plain. Legumes such as lentils are present as 
well, but are significantly less common than cereals. Flax seeds also common, probably as a source of 
fiber for textile (linen) production, and perhaps secondarily for oil. The Surezha data closely match 
the pattern of cereal remains recovered from other Ubaid/Chalcolithic sites in Northern Mesopota-
mia, especially Tell Zeidan and Kenan Tepe.

above: Figure 5. Globular jar from Surezha 
Op. 10 with local Erbil plain version of “sprig 

ware” — an LC1–2 pottery style found in 
northern Mesopotamia at sites such as Tepe 

Gawra, Shelgiyya, and Hamoukar.
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above: Figure 6. Ceramic objects from Surezha including “blister ware” pottery characteristic  
of LC1–2 (drawing 3), ceramic ring scrapers (4–7), and spindle whorls (8–11).
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CERAMIC ANALYSIS
JOHN ALDEN

Analyses of the ceramics was conducted by John Alden (University of Michigan). During the 2017 field 
season, 1,861 diagnostic sherds from Chalcolithic contexts in operations 2, 9, and 10 were sorted and 
recorded. Key categories were rims, bases, painted body sherd, incised body sherds, and other miscel-
laneous diagnostics (handles, lugs, spouts, etc.). John drew 311 diagnostic ceramics with assistance 
from Taos Babour (Sorbonne). This analytical data set is essential for the development of the Surezha 
Chalcolithic ceramic chronology and typology, being conducted by Gil Stein. Ceramic analysis in the 
2017 field season focused on defining the poorly known LC1 ceramic assemblage. 

Incised decorations such as 
horizontal deep-comb incision, 
shal low-incised herringbone, 
and chevrons are proving to be 
especially useful stylistic elements 
to identify the earliest phases of 
the local LC1 ceramic assemblage 
on the Erbil Plain. However, it has 
become increasingly clear that the 
Ubaid tradition of brown-painted 
bands and geometric designs 
continued to be an important 
element of the design repertoire 
throughout the LC1 period on the 
Erbil Plain. The painted motifs 
— such as hanging “swags” on 
bowl rims — continue the Ubaid 
tradition. However in the LC1, these 
swags overlap each other and are 
often painted on the rim interior, 
rather  than on the exterior 
(fig. 7, drawings 1, 2, and 4; fig. 8, 
drawing  1), as had the practice 
in the preceding Ubaid period.  

left: Figure 7. Surezha LC1 bowls 
continuing the Ubaid painted 
pottery tradition with key 
differences — the painted “swags” 
are overlapping, and they are 
placed on the bowl interior instead 
of exterior (drawings 1, 2, and 4). 
LC1 painted wares are also chaff 
tempered rather than mineral 
tempered as in the Ubaid.
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Another key difference is that LC1 painted horizontal bands are very wide and crudely executed, 
while the Ubaid period bands are thinner and more carefully painted. Even in the later phases of the 
LC1, painted wares are often 50% of the diagnostics in many loci. This is significant, because it means 
that the local LC1 ceramic traditions east of the Tigris differ from the local LC1 tradition as seen 
at sites in North Syria such as Tell Zeidan and Mashnaqa. In North Syria, the frequency of painted 
decoration declines rapidly. It becomes very rare in the middle and later phases of the LC1 period, 
and is completely absent in the following LC2 period. When viewed in regional context, we can see 
that the LC1 was a period where there was great regional variation in the local expressions of the 
broader ceramic traditions of northern Mesopotamia.

left: Figure 8. Late LC1 
pottery from Surezha. 
The shallow chaff 
tempered “flower pot” 
style bowl (drawing 3) 
and the double rim jar 
(drawing 5) begin in the 
late LC1 and become 
common in LC2.
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GEOCHEMICAL ANALYSES OF SUREZHA CERAMICS 
LEAH MINC

Leah Minc (Oregon State University) conducted a geochemical analysis of thirty-two selected ceramics 
from the Ubaid through LC3 occupation periods at Surezha, using Instrumental Neutron Activation 
Analysis (INAA) as a way to identify the distinctive geochemical profile of different component ele-
ments in the clays used to manufacture ceramics at Surezha. By identifying the unique “chemical 
fingerprint” of the local Surezha ceramic clays, it becomes possible to identify ceramics that were 
traded in from other regions based on the differences in clay composition. The analysis measured the 
amounts and relative percentages of twenty-seven different elements in the ceramic clays. Twenty-
five of the thirty-two sampled sherds had highly similar elemental profiles, indicating that they 
derived from the same local clay deposits at Surezha. However, six of the thirty-two ceramic samples 
were statistical outliers, significantly different in chemical composition from the local Surezha clays. 
These outliers are ceramics that may have been manufactured elsewhere and arrived at Surezha 
as trade goods. Comparisons of the Surezha outliers with the clay compositional groups from the 
contemporaneous nearby sites of Tepe Gawra and Nineveh suggest that at least four of the Surezha 
ceramic samples were trade goods produced at Nineveh (fig. 9). At least one sample (SR 3293, dating 
to the LC3 period) had a chemical compositional profile with high chromium levels characteristic 
of Nineveh. Five of the outliers date to the LC2 and LC3 periods, possibly indicating an increase in 
regional trade after the LC1 period.

CHIPPED STONE LITHIC ANALYSIS
BASTIEN VAROUTSIKOS

Bastien Varoutsikos conducted the analysis of the excavated chipped stone artifacts (tools and in-
dustrial debris). In 2017 he examined 521 (out of an estimated 3000–4000 total) pieces from all major 
prehistoric periods at the site. Analysis of the lithic assemblage focused on several key types of infor-
mation: a) the types of raw materials used to manufacture the tools; b) techniques of tool production 
(the “chaine operatoire”) and the ways these changed over time; c) spatial and temporal patterning 
of the different main types of stone tools. 

above: Figure 9. Instrumental Neutron Activation Analysis (INAA) of the chemical composition of Surezha 
LC1 ceramics show that at least five or six vessels were imported from Nineveh. Source: Figure 6 in Leah 
Minc, 2017. “Assessing Compositional Variation in Ubaid and LC Ceramics from Surezha, Kurdistan: Results 
of Instrumental Neutron Activation Analysis.” Corvallis, OR: Oregon State University Radiation Center.
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The three most common classes of raw material 
for chipped stone tools are chert from cobbles 
or pebbles on the Erbil Plain, quartzite (also 
probably collected locally), and small amounts 
of obsidian  —  black volcanic glass imported from 
the area around lake Van in what is now eastern 
Turkey. Examination of the “Chaines operatoire” or 
production sequences indicate that techniques of 
lithic tool manufacture became increasingly complex 
over time. As one might expect in an ancient rural 
agricultural community, sickle blades of various 
types are the most frequently occurring tool type. 
The proportion of sickle blades increases three-fold 
over the course of the Surezha occupational sequence from 5.56% at the earliest Halaf–Ubaid levels 
excavated up to 17.14% in the LC3 period of the early fourth millennium bc (table 1).

The vast majority of the chipped stone tools and manufacturing debris indicate local tool 
production and use of flake tools at the site. Cortical flakes and flake cores indicate that the people 
of Surezha collected chert and quartzite cobbles or pebbles from nearby stream beds and used them to 
manufacture most of their own tools in what appears to be a system where each household produced 
its own tools (fig. 10, drawings 7–8, 11–14).

Two forms of chipped stone were not produced on-site, but were instead obtained through trade. 
Geochemical analyses by Lamya Khalidi and Bernard Gratuze from the French Centre Nationale de 
la Recherche Scientifique (CNRS) show that obsidian at Surezha was procured from the Nemrut Dag 
obsidian source in the Lake Van area of Eastern Anatolia (modern Turkey). The tools were then traded 
over hundreds of kilometers to reach communities such as Surezha on the Erbil Plain. 

The second class of chipped stone that was procured through trade was sickle elements made 
from “Canaanean” chert blades (fig. 10, drawings 4–5). These wide, thick, and long prismatic blades 
require large, carefully prepared cores to make the tool, and great expertise in pressure flaking as 
a manufacturing technique. For that reason, Canaanean blade sickle elements were produced by 
expert craft specialists and traded from some other location to Surezha. Once on site, the blades were 
snapped into smaller pieces and hafted into bone or wood sickles, using locally available bitumen 
as the adhesive that glued the blades into the sickles. Perhaps the most interesting discovery about 
Canaanean blades is that they show a major shift in patterns of production and trade. In the Ubaid, 
LC1–2 periods, a rudimentary form of Canaanean blade was made locally at Surezha. However, in 
the LC3 period (ca. 3800 bc), a major shift took place in which the people of Surezha stopped making 
their own Canaanean sickle blades and instead started to import large amounts of these tools from 
an as-yet undetermined location. 

MICRO-ARCHAEOLOGICAL SAMPLING OF HOUSE FLOORS 
SAM HARRIS

In 2017 we initiated a program of micro-archaeological sampling. The garbage that archaeologists find 
on house floors was almost always deposited after the houses were abandoned. Usually, when archae-
ologists excavate houses, they find very few in situ artifacts, since the ancient inhabitants swept the 
floors periodically and kept their houses clean. However, the very smallest artifacts (<1cm) were often 
missed in cleaning, and were trampled into the earthen house floors, thereby preserving them as an 

Period N Total N Sickle % Sickle

Halaf-Ubaid 36 2 5,56

Ubaid 106 9 8,49

Ubaid-LC1 204 24 11,76

LC1 76 8 10,53

LC2 29 0 0,00

LC3 70 12 17,14

Total 521 55 10,56

Table 1. Surezha Sickle Blades by Period
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above: Figure 10. Chipped stone objects from Surezha: 1. Blade segment (SR 30572); 2–3. Retouched blade 
segments (SR 2080 and 0871); 4. Truncation on blade (SR 0903); 5. Double truncation on blade (SR 2740); 6. 
Cortical bladelet (SR 52725); 7. Retouched cortical flake (sidescraper) (SR 3218); 8. Retouched bladelet (endscraper) 
(SR 2968); 9. Blade (SR 5725); 10. Crested bladelet (SR 5725); 11. Overshot cortical bladelet (SR 2203); 12. 
Roundscraper on cortical flake (3192); 13. Adze on cortical flake (SR 2717); 14. Blade-like flake core (SR 2968).
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in situ record of the kinds of activities that took place 
within the house. To understand what economic ac-
tivities took place inside the houses, doctoral student 
Sam Harris laid out a 1-meter grid across the interior 
floors and collected micro-archaeological samples of 
the floor matrix in each sample square. The samples 
were then sifted through very fine mesh screens to 
recover beads, small figurines, and other artifacts so 
small that they were generally missed in everyday 
house cleaning. Eighteen micro-archaeology sam-
ples were collected in this way and analyzed at the 
University of Chicago. The initial findings are that 
micro-artifacts of ceramic and bone were common, 
but chipped stone micro-debris was rare, probably 
because flint tool manufacture and maintenance generally took place outside the houses, in the 
courtyards. In future seasons we plan to expand micro-archaeological sampling to include both indoor 
and outdoor surfaces as a way to map activities of daily life in Chalcolithic households at Surezha.

RADIOCARBON (C14) DATES AND CHRONOLOGY

In 2017, we continued our radiocarbon sampling program aimed at defining an absolute chronology 
for the Chalcolithic ceramic assemblages on the Erbil Plain. 

Ten samples of seeds and charcoal were processed by Accelerator Mass Spectrometry (AMS dating) 
by Beta analytic Laboratory in Florida (table 2). One of these (SR4879) had modern contamination, 
however the remaining nine samples are consistent in showing surprisingly early dates for the LC1 
period.

Sample 
no.

SR no. Op. no. Locus no. Lot bc Cal. Min. bc Cal. Max. Deposit Class Deposit Type Period

1 4546 2 119 38 5081 4935 Primary Room/floor deposit LC 1

2 4916 2 126 51 5209 5002 Tertiary Ashy buildup Ubaid–LC 1

3 5260 2 133 73 5002 4840 Tertiary Gully Cut LC 1–2

4 4999 2 138 69 5084 4961 Feature Indeterminate LC 1

5 5333 2 144 87 4992 4831 Tertiary Mudbrick collapse LC 1–2

6 5594 2 156 120 4943 4781 Tertiary Mudbrick collapse LC 1

7 5875 2 157 139 5209 4992 Feature Floor/indoor 
surface

LC 1

8 4789 9 8 61 1990 ad 1994 ad Feature Mudbrick wall LC 1

9 4880 9 17 76 5184 5057 Feature Mudbrick pavement LC 1

10 5179 9 18 92 4998 4836 Tertiary Leveling fill LC 1

Table 2. Surezha 2017 Radiocarbon Samples
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CULTURAL CONNECTIONS:

The Erbil Plain, like the broader Assyrian heartland 
east of the Tigris, has historically had close cultural 
connections with the neighboring regions of Anato-
lia, Iran, and southern Mesopotamia. Material culture 
items like the painted ceramics and baked clay “mull-
ers” show that the Erbil Plain had close economic 
and cultural ties with southern Mesopotamia in the 
sixth–fifth millennium Ubaid period. The evidence 
for long distance trade in obsidian shows that the 
Erbil Plain had economic links with Anatolia and 
other regions to the north. The remaining big ques-
tion concerned relations to the east — through the 
mountain passes into Iran. One of our most excit-
ing discoveries in 2017 was the recovery of the first 
clear evidence for cultural (and possibly trade) ties 

between the Erbil Plain and Iran. At the end of the LC1 period at Surezha (ca. 4200 bc) we can now 
see evidence for the sudden appearance of a distinctive Iranian ceramic type — “Dalma Impressed 
Ware” — from the neighboring Urmia region in the Iranian Zagros (fig. 11). Taken together, the 
evidence shows that Surezha and other communities on the Erbil Plain were intensifying their eco-
nomic and cultural connections in every direction during the fifth millennium bc, and this seems to 
have played a role in the emergence of the earliest urbanism and social stratification in the Assyrian 
heartland.

CONCLUSIONS

The 2017 field season at Surezha enabled us to recover important information to identify and date 
the local Chalcolithic cultures of the Erbil Plain in the Kurdistan region, east of the Tigris River in 
northeastern Iraq. In particular, we can now start to define, recognize, and give absolute dates to the 
ceramic assemblages of the Halaf, Ubaid, LC1, LC2, and LC3 periods on the Erbil Plain. These periods 
are important because they span the crucial time when social stratification, states, and urban societ-
ies first developed in Mesopotamia. We can also better understand the distinctive local LC1 ceramic 
tradition of the Erbil Plain. Finally, we can now see evidence for increasingly complex economic 
systems of agricultural production, herding, craft production, and trade in the communities of the 
Erbil Plain. These economic changes seem to have given rise to the beginnings of social stratifica-
tion. With this baseline, we can start to understand the early development of towns and cities in this 
important, but so-far poorly known region of the Fertile Crescent.

above center: Figure 11. Iranian style 
“Dalma Impressed Ware” ceramics found 
in the uppermost LC1 deposits at Surezha.
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Excavations at Tel Nes (Tell es-Sanjak)
YORKE M. ROWAN, MORAG M. KERSEL, and AUSTIN “CHAD” HILL

In 2016, a variety of sites were considered for the next phase of the Galilee Prehistory Project. Our in-
terest was to select a site contemporaneous with Marj Rabba, representing a different environmental 
zone or a different functional purpose. After visiting a number of sites and many discussions with ar-
chaeological colleagues, the site of Tel Nes (Tell es-Sanjak) was selected for preliminary investigation. 

Tel Nes (originally, Tell es-Sanjak) is located near the modern community of Elifelet, Israel, on the 
IAA Rosh Pina Map No. 18 (Site No. 241), Lat. 32°57’29.23”, Long. 35°33’36.74” (Israel Grid: SW - Easting 
252681, Northing 762508 to NE - Easting 252833, Northing 762780). The volcanic cone of Tel Nes is 
situated in a large basalt region (geographical unit #5 on Stepansky’s survey), a barren and rocky zone 
in the southern section of the Rosh Pina survey map. Tel Nes stands out in the local landscape and, as 
noted by Stepansky, there is a fortification extending around the top of the hill ca. 100 × 200 m (fig. 1). 

above: Figure 1. GoPro image of Tel Nes, looking north.
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This well-constructed wall is still visible in places, particularly on the northern aspect, and is thought 
to date to the Iron Age (fig. 2). The Iron Age identification is based on sherds recovered during the IAA 
survey by Stepansky and colleagues. Other major features of the site include a large pool or cistern, 
visible in the digital elevation model (fig. 4), a bulldozer cut on the southwestern side of the mound, 
and walls of rectangular features on top and along the shoulders. 

Our interest in the site was primarily focused on the southern slopes of the hill, where various 
walls are visible, including possible terrace walls, courtyards, and rectangular structures suggestive 
of the Chalcolithic period based on size and shape. Chalcolithic sherds of dark red ware with basaltic 
inclusions (i.e., “Golan ware”) were notable in this area, although they are also common atop the hill. 
Lithic finds on the surface were very rare, and few were clearly late prehistoric.

In preparation for the excavation season, we visited the site with two RTK GNSS receivers (EMLID 
REACH RS). The units allow point collection at approximately centimeter accuracy so that we could 
establish benchmarks and collect other data points. In addition, this enabled the quick collection 
of data on ground control targets we set around Tel Nes. These targets allow us to accurately 
georeference orthophotographs and digital elevation models (DEMs) generated from imagery 
collected by a drone, which was flown over the hill for four flights (figs. 4–5). Using the Emlid Reach 
units, we established benchmarks, a grid system, and laid out corners for excavation squares. This 
was completed prior to the planned excavation field season.

For this exploratory season, our field team was small, with a total of eight people (including 
directors Rowan and Kersel). This included project members with previous experience working with 
GPP and the Eastern Badia Archaeological Project (Heidkamp and Hanson), and two University of 
Chicago Metcalf Interns, Jennifer Feng and Nathaniel Downey. Ms. Feng also represented the GPP at 
the Oriental Institute Research Fair on June 1, when Yorke Rowan was already at Wisad Pools, Jordan, 
for the Eastern Badia Archaeological Project field season. 

On July 6th, our first day in the field, we opened two 5 × 5 m squares, F1 and F2, clearing 
vegetation, and then beginning excavation of the disturbed topsoil with picks and hoes (fig. 3). 
Although total retrieval of archaeological material is the goal, we did not sieve the first few 
centimeters of disturbed loose topsoil in favor of expediency. Throughout our excavations we found 
preservation of bone material to be extremely poor and virtually no preserved carbonized remains 
that might allow for radiocarbon dating. After a few centimeters of digging, we began to sieve all 
excavated matrix. Excavation of these disturbed sediments continued for the next week in L.004 (F2) 
and L.005 (F1), removing rocks and sediment that became increasingly blocky and dense with greater 

left: Figure 2. Photo of fortification  
wall along edge of Tel Nes.

right: Figure 3. Initial opening of squares F1 and  
F2 on lower southern slope of Tel Nes.
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above: Figure 4. Digital Elevation Model (DEM) 
of Tel Nes highlighting walls atop and along 
lower slopes. below: Figure 5. Orthophoto of 
Tel Nes with excavation squares.
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above: Figure 6. Orthophoto 
of squares F1 and F2 after two 
weeks of excavation.
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depth. This sediment included Chalcolithic sherds as 
well as sherds from other periods: Iron Age and later. 
Very few flint tools or debitage, and no animal bones, 
were recovered.

In sq. F2, between the north-south wall #1 and #2, 
locus L.008 was a similar rocky matrix to that found 
throughout the square, with Chalcolithic sherds mixed 
with other, later period sherds, many of them worn 
and smoothed. Despite the absence of change in the 
matrix, L.008 was created as a distinct locus because 
of the depth from the ground surface and possible 
appearance of bedrock. On the eastern side of wall #2, 
to the eastern baulk of the square, a similar matrix was 
given locus number L.009 (fig. 6). Many fist-sized rocks 
are found throughout the sediment. 

In sq. F2, L.006 was assigned in the northwestern 
section of the square, between the eastern baulk and 
to the west of the NS wall #1, where a debris layer of 
sherds and small cobble rubble was identified. L.007 
was the excavation of a layer sloping downward from 
north to south (following the general slope of the 
hill), with a series of battered, small stones and large 
pottery sherds embedded in a denser matrix (fig. 7). 
This matrix seems to directly rest over, and on, sloping 
and uneven bedrock. A similar phenomenon appears in 
the northern sections between the two walls, #1 and 
#2, below L.008. This same phenomenon appeared in 
the eastern section of the square, where Chalcolithic 
sherds were exposed (fig. 8; L.007) and left in situ 
with the small cobbles, a large cylindrical pestle (?) 
of basalt, a small handstone, and to the south, a 
metal object that appears greenish and uncorroded 
(fig. 9). The metal copper colored object may have a 
broken tip, but the lack of typological similarity to 
prehistoric artifacts (e.g., a chisel or awl) and precise 
symmetry suggests that it is much more recent than 
the Chalcolithic in date, probably historical. This 
layer did not appear to be an original surface or 
floor, but the result of collapse or a destroyed feature 
redeposited downslope, possibly on the uneven and 
highly eroded bedrock. Although some ceramics 
appear likely to be Chalcolithic, others are likely later 
in date. Similar processes were also likely the cause 
of the deposits exposed on the northern aspect of the 
square. Embedded in a deep crevasse of this bedrock/
small cobble area, a shattered ceramic vessel appeared 
wedged in between the bedrock and these small fist 

above: Figure 7. Sherds embedded in 
rocky matrix next to shallow wall. middle: 
Figure 8. Chalcolithic “Golan ware” 
pottery sherds. bottom: Figure 9. Metal 
object in situ, possibly historical or recent.
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sized cobbles in L.010 (fig. 10). The vessel (L.010 B.1061), 
possibly a Middle Bronze (?) holemouth, is a pale 

undecorated and very soft ware, apparently 
broken in this spot. It is extremely friable and 

fragile. One fragment of a possible human 
phalange was recovered during excavation 
and will be examined by a physical 
anthropologist for confirmation.

Excavations in squares F1 and F2 
both suggest that walls 1, 2, and 3 do not 
have additional courses, and that the 
deposits are relatively shallow. Wall #3, 
in particular, may be part of the terrace 

wall system. The function of north-south 
walls #1 and #2 remain unclear, although 

they seem contemporaneous with each other 
and wall #3. The walls rest primarily on sediment 

and exhibit little attention to construction detail, 
continuing across the slope rather than meeting to 

form the corner of a room as originally suspected. Thus they 
do not seem to be part of walls that had a substantial superstructure, 
nor do they seem part of domestic structures.

A new square was opened directly below the prominent terrace 
wall (wall #4) to the south of squares F1 and F2. Square G19, a 5 × 5 m square laid out during the pre-
season survey, was selected as a possible spot where we hoped earlier deposits may be preserved by the 
overburden when the terrace wall was created. A second terrace wall (wall #5) comprised of a series of 
large boulders bisecting the middle of the square was identified. An abundance of volunteer wild wheat 
may be the legacy of terrace farming suggested by the manipulated landscape. As with squares F1 and 
F2, vegetation was first removed across the area. Ample material remains, from Chalcolithic pottery, 
to glass, metal, and a few lithics were recovered. The base of a Chalcolithic cornet (L.012 B.1052) was 
recovered when sieving began, and a large amount of pottery was recovered. Many rocks — from 
small to large — were removed, and some large boulders appeared. Where excavation was possible 
around the large boulders, we continued to discover mixed cultural material. Much of this material was 
Chalcolithic, but not all of it was prehistoric. Few stone tools were recovered in the small number of 
chipped stone finds recovered, although analysis is not yet complete. In the final days, there was little 
evidence for in situ deposits of any kind, and certainly no Chalcolithic features or deposits (fig. 11). 

With these limited in situ cultural features on the lower slope, the decision was made to open a 
square atop the hill. Square J20 (5 × 5 m) was situated along the edge of a line of stones on the south 
aspect of the summit. After removing vegetation and manure, excavation of topsoil began in L.014 
(fig. 12). Sherds were plentiful, both Chalcolithic and later periods. Unlike squares F1, F2 and G19 
downslope, many chunks of burned brick were recovered, suggesting more in situ cultural deposits 
than discovered in the other squares. 

Excavation of L.014 in square J20 quickly produced features and walls just below the ground 
surface. One feature included chunks of burned or fire-hardened brick material, along with a few 
flat stones aligned north–south. The fragment of a clay figurine animal (L.014 B.1078) was found 
in the center of the square. Additional rocks appeared as we excavated, and a wall (wall #6) was 
identified running east–west (fig. 13). With that wall, new loci were defined. On the northern side of 

above: 
Figure 10. Smashed 
vessel wedged close to 
wall 2, resting on bedrock.
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above: Figure 11. Orthophoto of square 
G19 along terrace wall on lower slope 
of Tel Nes. right: Figure 12. Opening 

square J20 on top of Tel Nes, Blair 
Heidkamp (graduate student, University 

of Cincinnati) and Nathan Downey 
(University of Chicago Metcalf intern).
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above: Figure 13. Orthophoto 
of square J20 with walls.
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the wall, a dense area of broken pottery 
(L.015 B.1094), more than one vessel, 
was discovered in the northeastern 
corner of the square, north of wall #6 
(fig. 14). One large pottery vessel (L.017 
B.1095, 1096) was found in the area of 
L.016, to the west of wall #7. The vessel 
was found with at least two ceramic 
loomweights (L.016 B.1097; fig. 15); 
large sherds of the vessel remain in the 
western profile after excavation. 

On the northern side of wall #7, a 
possible wall (wall #8) may have also 
continued to the north. These walls are 
quite shallow and probably represent 
the basal foundations destroyed by 
their proximity to the surface. 

By our last day of excavation, 
cultural deposits clearly continued 
below the levels we achieved. This 
square, and area, has great potential 
for future excavation, with much better 
preservation of features and artifacts. 
This should be of great interest to 
specialists in the Iron Age. 

Few in situ walls or features were 
found during the excavations at Tel 
Nes. Most wall stones in squares F1, F2, 
and G19 were exposed from the ground 
surface, and do not require reburial. As 

there are no in situ ancient cultural features, and the excavations were shallow, there is nothing to 
preserve. On top of Tel Nes, the wall (or possibly, two) exposed in sq. J20 would erode if left exposed, 
and might attract looters. As a consequence, this square was backfilled with sieved sediment, covering 
all walls and features. 

The poor condition of ceramics, low frequency of diagnostic Chalcolithic material culture, and 
absence of in situ prehistoric remains indicates that the lower slopes of Tel Nes are not promising 
for future research into the prehistory of the site. Although the Iron Age remains atop the hill are 
in a good state of preservation, with promising in situ features just below the ground surface, this 
should be conducted by a scholar with expertise and interest in this period.

above: Figure 14. Dense broken pottery with ceramic 
loomweight. bottom: Figure 15. Ceramic loomweight found with 
broken ceramic vessel. Photograph by Nathaniel Downey.
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During field season 2018 (February 17 through April 14) Ancient Egypt Research Associates (AERA) 
excavated in three locations at Giza: the Heit el-Ghurab (HeG) settlement site, the Khentkawes Town 
(KKT), and the dump site excavated by Karl Kromer (KRO) on the western slope of the Gebel el-Qibli. 

Eight Ministry of Antiquities inspectors trained in our AERA–ARCE Advanced Field School while 
embedded in our excavation, survey, and lab teams, funded by a grant to Richard Redding from the 
Antiquities Endowment Fund (AEF) of the American Research Center in Egypt (ARCE). Mohsen Kamel, 
AERA-Egypt executive director, and Daniel Jones, senior archaeologist, supervised site excavations. 
Students graduated from this session at a ceremony attended by Moustafa el-Waziry, general secre-
tary of the Supreme Council of Antiquities (SCA), and Louise Bertini, ARCE Cairo director. 

above: Figure 1. Satellite view of southeastern Giza Plateau showing three areas of AERA’s Season 2018:  
KKT = Khentkawes Town; MVT = Menkaure Valley Temple; KRO = Kromer’s Dump; SWI = Standing Wall Island;  

HeG = the Heit el-Ghurab, Arabic for “Wall of the Crow.” 
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HEIT EL-GHURAB SITE: SWI (STANDING WALL ISLAND)

In the first part of season 2018, all eight students and supervisors of our advanced field school prac-
ticed excavation and recording skills on an ancient walled enclosure, ES1 (Enclosure South 1), in the 
northern end of the bigger compound we call Standing Wall Island (SWI), so-named because in 2004 
we found its outer fieldstone wall standing up to a meter high. 

On the north, the thick outer SWI wall frames two smaller enclosures, ES1 and ES2, then contin-
ues south, turns a rounded corner to run east, then runs back north, leaving a broad corridor on the 
east. The whole paper clip pattern encloses a big empty area in which our deep trenches revealed 
only clean sand. When we found the outer loop in 2011, faunal analyst Richard Redding laid down 
the compelling hypothesis that it was a corral.1 The paper clip pattern matches corrals depicted in 
ancient Egyptian art, ancient corrals found in Egypt and elsewhere, and even some aspects of modern 
corrals (like the rounded corners).

When we returned to SWI in 2015, we hypothesized that enclosures ES1 and ES2 provided shel-
ter for slaughtering and butchering. But here we found an elite residence perhaps for the person 
in charge of the whole SWI compound.2 In 2016, we honed our understanding of the house in ES2.3

Already in 2011, we knew the outer wall, which gives us the pattern of a corral, was the last thing 
built on SWI. The “house” was composed of mudbrick in ES2 before builders threw a thick, stony 
girdle around it. Afterward, they attached the corral wall to the northwest corner (labeled “seam” 
in figure 3) and looped it around to the south not long before people abandoned the compound, at a 
time when sand was already starting to invade. Only then was ES1 enclosed on the north and west. 
So ES1 may not have existed before the “corral wall” surrounded and defined it as an enclosure.

However, our 2018 excavations revealed an earlier enclosure within the ES1 enclosure (fig. 3). 
This inner set of walls existed before the outer corral wall. The western wall of this inner enclosure 
is what we took as a center, dividing wall in our 2015–16 map of ESI, as shown in figure 3. Perhaps 
because it is older, this inner enclosure does not share the orientation of ES1 and the larger SWI 
enclosure wall; it is twisted slightly more east of north.

The question is whether ES1 was enclosed on the north and west by an earlier version of the 
corral wall. One fact suggests that there may have been an older, outer corral wall. The thin, south-

right: Figure 2. ES1 
(Enclosure South 1) 

showing the older, inner 
enclosure; view to the 

south. Rabee Eissa and 
Ahmed Hamad examine 

one of the inner walls 
(upper right). Ashraf 

Abd el-Aziz, Said Abdul 
Ahmed (top center), 

Shaimaa Abd El-Raouf, 
and Hoda Osman 

(center left) examine 
cuts through the thick 
stone wall that divides 

ES1 from ES2. ES2 
remains covered under 
the protective sand of 

our backfill (upper left). 
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western wall, attached to the southern corner 
of the inner ES1 enclosure, curves around to 
“respect” the line of the corral wall (fig. 3). And 
this thin wall lies deeper, embedded in an older 
settlement surface than the foundation of the 
corral wall. So maybe the corral wall replaced 
an earlier boundary or barrier that kept ani-
mals contained.

The older, smaller enclosure, defined by 
the walls mapped this season (fig. 4), is certain-
ly different from the thick, formal walls giving 
the room structure of the “house” in ES2. And 
it is possible this older, smaller enclosure had 
something to do with processing animals.

Also, we looked again at certain curving 
walls that we had begun to map in prior sea-
sons embedded in the settlement ruins outside 
and north of the ES1 and the corral wall (fig. 4). 
Do these define pens and smaller enclosures for 
keeping animals? 

above: Figure 3. ES1 and ES2 at the northern end of the SWI 
compound. The curve of the inner south wall of ES1 respects 
the outer “corral wall” of ES1, although it lies deeper and 
belongs to an older phase. The “corral wall” might have 
replaced an older enclosure wall. Walls of an inner, older 
enclosure, found by Field School 2018, are highlighted in 
blue. Plan by Rebekah Miracle from AERA GIS.

bottom: Figure 4. Curving walls north of Enclosure 1 and 
the late-phase “Corral Wall” at the edge of “Lagoon 1” (filled 
with our backfilled sand on the left), which may remain from 
an ancient put-in bay for the delivery of commodities and 
animals; view to the east.

oi.uchicago.edu



84 THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE

PROJECT REPORTS | GIZA PLATEAU MAPPING PROJECT

KHENTKAWES TOWN (KKT) HOUSE D

When Selim Hassan excavated the Khentkawes Town (KKT; fig. 5) in 1932 he found modular houses 
attached to a 150-m long causeway leading to the monument of Queen Khentkawes I, who ruled at the 
end of the Fourth Dynasty. Her titles, etched in the red granite doorjambs at the end of the causeway, 
tell us Khentkawes was “Mother of Two Kings.” The town was apparently planned for officials who 
would serve as priests of the deceased queen mother. 

Since 2005 AERA teams have re-excavated what remains of the KKT after it had been left exposed 
to the elements for seventy-three years following Selim Hassan’s excavations of 1932. During this 
time the ruins of the town served as a major track for visitors on horses, camels, and horse-drawn 
carriages from the Sphinx to the desert. The town is worth saving, conserving, and presenting. Selim 
Hassan’s plan became a standard template for studies of the history of urbanism and town planning.

Except for House D, the focus of season 2018, and Building M (figs. 5–7), we have now re-excavated 
and thoroughly documented what Hassan exposed of the KKT, except a part that lies under the mod-
ern road on the east and south. In 2011, we restored House E as follows: After burying the original 
walls in protective clean sand, we reconstructed the lower parts directly above the original walls with 
bricks that match the original bricks, an innovative conservation method that preserves the original, 
shows its former structure, and is reversible.4 We worked out this conservation procedure in 2005 at 
the Eastern Town House (ETH) in the HeG site with a prior AEF grant.5 This season we excavated any 
remaining ancient deposits and recorded House D as the first step of a larger, three-part agenda of 
fieldwork, conservation/reconstruction, and ultimately conservation of the full block of KKT hous-
ing, with pathways and signage.

above: Figure 5. A plan of the Khentkawes Town and Menkaure Valley Temple, showing parts that AERA excavated and 
recorded, as well as Selim Hassan’s and George Reisner’s earlier work in the area. Plan by Rebekah Miracle from AERA GIS.
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above: Figure 6. 
Work in House D 

during season 2018. 
House E, with walls 
reconstructed and 

extruded in 2011, 
flanks House D on 

the east; view to the 
northeast.

right: Figure 7. Map 
of House D (structure 

15,260) showing the 
AERA space numbers 
(red), Selim Hassan’s 
room numbers (blue) 

and grid squares. Grid 
squares are 5 m. Plan 

by Rebekah Miracle 
from AERA GIS; room 

designations (e.g. 
“kitchen”) are Selim 

Hassan’s.
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Dan Jones and Rabee Eissa supervised the work. With Shaimaa Abd El-Raouf, Hoda Osman Khalifa, 
and El-Sayed Ahmed Shoura they focused on House D after moving from Area SWI in the HeG site. 
In 1932 Hassan’s workers mostly emptied the rooms down to the original floor surface and in some 
places down to the underlying foundation material. Our team excavated a thick layer of contaminated 
sandy silt from the deterioration of the mudbrick walls, with embedded modern garbage. However, 
team members also excavated some ancient deposits and cultural features that Hassan’s team had 
left. They also carefully documented blocked doorways, which crucially attest to changes in house 
use and proprietorship.

One blocking closed access between space 11,598 (the “kitchen”) and space 11,599 (the “living 
room”) in the center of the house (fig. 7). A second blocking closed access between space 11,589 (the 
southeastern entrance vestibule) and space 11,590 (which Selim Hassan referred to as his narrative 
as a water storage area). This blocking went in after the southeastern entrance to the house was also 
blocked. This shut the original, main access into the house from the Khentkawes causeway made the 
vestibule a dead space.

As I have discussed before in annual reports, these blockings, many of which we have recorded 
for the first time in the Khentkawes, are crucial for understanding the changing use of the settle-
ment over time. The ruling narrative for the purpose of the town, especially the houses along the 
north of the causeway, is that it housed funerary priests who, by their privileged access through the 
southeastern doorways to the causeway leading straight to the queen’s chapel, enjoyed rights to the 
offerings that came with their offices. The modular repetition of layout indicates a parsing out of 
these duties and attendant privilege (fig. 5). But in House D, masons blocked and plastered over the 
“front” door onto the causeway at the southeastern corner of the house (fig. 8), during a time when 
they also raised and renewed the floor and plaster of the causeway.6 

Brick masons also blocked the southeastern doors on other houses. So, while maintaining and 
renewing the causeway, they radically changed the orientation and use of these buildings. Principal 
access was now from the northern doorways, opening onto a path that ran between the town and the 
quarry-cemetery (Central Field East) to the immediate north. Meanwhile, the original main entrances, 
with their zig-zag way in, became dead spaces, as we see clearly in House D. Hassan noted that in the 
first house (A) on the west, “the southern entrance had been bricked up in ancient times, and the 
resulting room (No. 28) seems to have been used as a stable for some animal, as can be proved by the 
presence of a limestone tethering-block set in the floor against the southern wall.”7 The organization 

of the KKT must accordingly have changed.
Also, while we have approached our 

own examination of KKT on the basis of 
singular, modular houses (so Houses D, 
E, F, etc.), it became apparent to us that 
through blocking original doorways and 
opening new access, the inhabitants “in-
termingled” the houses, expanding some 
units into others, and restricting parts of 
other individual units.8 Thus, while cen-
tral authorities may have planned to ac-
commodate six to ten proprietors in the 
modular houses north of the Khentkawes 
causeway, in the end perhaps only a few 
officiated from their “intermingled,” ex-
panded houses.

above: Figure 8. Southeastern access from the 
Khentkawes causeway into House D, blocked with 
mudbricks and plastered over at some point after the 
initial layout of this house; view to the north–northwest.
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But, then, we also see indications that the nature of officiating itself changed. First, we have fol-
lowed Felix Arnold who saw the central oblong, north–south oriented rooms, with southern pilasters 
(probably topped by an architrave) framing a niche (see fig. 7; space 11,599 = room 62) as the formal, 
official reception place, where proprietors held audience and conducted business (fig. 9).9 We have 
found very similar rooms in the large houses of the Western Town and Area SWI in the Heit el-Ghurab 
site. Our discovery in 2015 of limestone furniture supports along with collapsed red-painted molding 
between the pilasters in the large house of ES2 reinforced Arnold’s idea.10 We could then highlight 
all the houses with pilaster niche rooms as nodes of household-based administration, including the 
large houses of the Khentkawes Town.11

However, in House D we found evidence that the inhabitants repurposed the very niche in which 
the proprietor was supposed to have conducted business. They put half-bricks to either corner of 
the western side of the niche (for a low stand or shelf?), leaving a narrow slot (25 cm wide) and they 
installed a semicircular mudbrick feature, about one cubit in diameter (55 cm), perhaps some kind of 
socket for a bowl or basin (fig. 10). A stain of burnt earth and ash spreads into the room from between 
the pilasters. Intended to frame the lord and master of the house, the niche seems to have devolved 
into a lowly place to cook or keep warm.

THE KROMER SITE: FOURTH DYNASTY SETTLEMENT DUMP

Between 1971 and 1975 Karl Kromer, an Austrian prehistorian, excavated a massive, crescent-shaped 
mound of settlement debris immediately southwest of the Gebel el-Qibli, the escarpment running 
along the western edge of HeG (fig. 1). Here, during the time of Khafre, and possibly beginning in the 
reign of Khufu, people dumped settlement waste, demolition debris, and quarry waste on a downward 
slope of around 8 degrees to the west–northwest. The accumulated cultural material spreads over 
5.1 ha and up to 6.5 m thick. Inscribed sealings tell us ancient Egyptians did this during the reign of 
Khafre. Kromer found sealings of Khufu and Khafre, builders of the first and second Giza pyramids. 
On the HeG site we find sealings of Khafre and Menkaure, builder of the third Giza pyramid. We hy-
pothesized workers brought this material from the HeG when Khafre reorganized and restructured 
the site. If so, this debris would offer insights into an early phase of the settlement and provide 
comparative material for studying any remains from the older levels. 

left: Figure 9. House D, central pilaster-niche room (space 11,599 = room 62) after cleaning, excavation, and 
recording during season 2018, view to the north. right: Figure 10. The niche defined by pilasters in the southern 
end of the central room (62 = space 11,599) in House D, view to the north.

oi.uchicago.edu



88 THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE

PROJECT REPORTS | GIZA PLATEAU MAPPING PROJECT

Kromer excavated 1,550 cu m of cultural debris in a series of 10 × 10 m squares and some ad-
ditional oblong trenches, with a total depth of 6.5 m, leaving a kind of L-shaped trough 60 m north–
south × 25 m east–west (fig. 11). He found debris from the demolition of buildings — fragments of 
mudbricks and painted plastered walls; objects of everyday life such as copper needles, spatulas, 
fishhooks, and faience beads; small figurines; and clay sealings impressed with formal, official designs 
naming Khufu and Khafre. Some of Kromer’s Khafre sealings match those we have found in the HeG.12 

We first resurveyed the area, staked out grid squares, and located Kromer’s original survey points 
and trenches. The ancient dump was clear on the surface, but decades of drifting sand had covered 
the area, and, unfortunately, Kromer’s map includes errors.

Supervised by Mohsen Kamel, Aude Gräzer Ohara, and Virag Pabeschitz, the AERA team excavated 
two trenches, a small one, Sondage 184, and a larger trench, Sondage 185 (fig. 12), both in the upper 
edge of the crescent-shaped ridge left by Kromer’s excavations. In these trenches we tried to locate 
the rough section he cut into the ancient debris. But we abandoned Sondage 184 after finding noth-
ing but concentrated crushed limestone quarry waste. 

Sondage 185 overlapped Kromer’s Squares B, G, and K and extended beyond his excavations to 
both the east and west, allowing us to sample portions of the mound that remained untouched, for a 
total length of almost 40 m (37.09 m long on the south side and 34.43 m long on the north; fig. 12). We 
were also able to dig 75 cm deeper in Kromer’s Square B before having to stop due to time constraints. 

right: Figure 11. Map 
showing Kromer’s 10 × 10 m 

squares (A-I and K) and 
2018 Sondages 184 and 185 
(red). Purple line: Kromer's 

west-facing section after 
collapse, and as found in 

2018, with broken limestone 
stairway (black and white). 
From survey by Mohamed 

Abd El-Basat, Amr Zakaria, 
Mohamed Helmy, Mohamed 

Abd el-Maksud, and 
Ahmed Hamad; adapted by 

Mark Lehner from plot by 
Mohamed Abd el-Basat.
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above: Figure 12. Sondage 185; view to the east.  
Photograph by Aude Gräzer Ohara.
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While we tried to pick up the eastern side of Kromer’s excavations with the eastern end of our 
Sondage 185, we ended up nearly 10 m north of it, as Aude Gräzer Ohara ascertained by studying 
Kromer’s published photographs and by finding a crude stairway Kromer made in his square F to 
ascend the slope. Kromer’s cut falls along the dashed purple line in figure 12. This west-facing sec-
tion of his squares E, F, and G curves somewhat because of the continual collapse of the soft material, 
which we also experienced at the high end of Sondage 185.

Because we began to excavate a good 10 m north of Kromer’s eastern limit of excavation, we cut 
into massive layers of undisturbed settlement debris built up over time as ancient workers dumped 
basket after basket (fig. 13). In the section we can see successive dumps, close in time, even individual 
basket dumps, varying in color and composition (more or less rich in limestone chips, sand, and/or 
mudbrick fragments). Some thin layers show a surface occasionally hardened by moisture (rain?). 
It quickly proved impossible to remove these thin, individual deposits in sequence because they are 
so loose. So, in the upper eastern portion of Sondage 185, we excavated major sequences together.

At the top of Sondage 185 (fig. 13), we found more quarry waste (511 and 514) identical to the 
ancient debris we abandoned in Sondage 184, but mixed with trash dating from the 1940s to the 1970s. 
(In the photographs, I shortened feature number to the last three digits.) Underneath, we found un-
disturbed ancient quarry debris of crushed limestone (516). Next, a sequence of light brown layers 
proved rich in cultural material: fragments of pottery; fragments of mudbricks; clay sealings for bags, 
boxes, jars, and doors; sealings impressed with hieroglyphic patterns; charcoal, shells; textile frag-
ments, even a big tuft of wool flock; a blue tubular bead; an unworked piece of cornelian; and large 

upper left: 
Figure 13. Upper 

east end of 
Sondage 185, 
south (north-

facing) section. 
Overseer Sayed 
Saleh points to 

the boundary 
between features 
35,518 and 35,512, 
shortened to last 
three digits; view 

to the south.

upper center: Figure 14. High eastern end of 
Sondage 185, south (north-facing) section  

during excavation of 512; view to the southeast. 
We designated as 512 two sequences that 

should have been distinguished.

bottom center: Figure 15. Aude Gräzer 
Ohara checks the concentrated marl 

limestone bedrock (35,529 shortened to 
529) in a small probe at the bottom of 

Kromer’s section; view to the southeast.

far right: Figure 16. Aude 
Gräzer Ohara stands on the 
level “floor” of marl limestone 
(531, tafla) after the workers 
excavated an overlaying thin 
dark layer with mudbrick debris 
(522), which prior to excavation, 
formed a bank with a shoulder 
of limestone debris (529) left by 
Kromer between his squares G 
and B; view to the southwest. 

oi.uchicago.edu



2017–18 ANNUAL REPORT 91

GIZA PLATEAU MAPPING PROJECT | PROJECT REPORTS

quantities of animal bone. The dry environment of the KRO site, at an elevation between 44 and 52 m 
above sea level (m asl), allowed the survival of wood and plant remains, like reed, straw, and palm 
fronds, which could not survive in the damp HeG site, between 15 and 16 m asl.

We next excavated a sequence of intercalated bands of dark sand and sandy silt (512). 
Gräzer-Ohara noted: “This sequence was even richer in cultural material, notably with a concentra-
tion of degraded mudbricks, and possibly ashes, which gave it its particularly dark color”13 (figs. 
13–14). For safety, we stepped back 1.50 m to the north at an arbitrary level, and continued to ex-
cavate down another meter into 512 for a width of 2.40 m (fig. 14). We did not reach the bottom or 
the eastern end of this material, which slopes down to the east over the surface of an underlying 
sequence (fig. 14, arrow). We were hampered by the collapse of the section above 512 and the danger 
of working at such a depth in loose material. 

Having now determined the eastern limit of Kromer’s excavations, the team exposed and cleaned 
the west face of his eastern cut, which descended much deeper than where we stopped excavating 
512. Because the lower material showing in his cut (526) was so soft and ready to collapse, we cut 
back the face of the section in steps to sample and record it (fig. 15). The deposits consisted again 
of intercalated silty sand with sand that included much less silt, but overall the whole sequence is 
sandier, much lighter in color, and looser than 512 just behind it (figs. 14–15). It is the surface of this 
older sequence that we were following on its downward dip to the east as we excavated 512. The most 
dense, darkest layers of Nile-rich settlement waste — 512 — are thus bracketed by sandier sequences, 
518 (and the upper part of 512) above and 526 below. 
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At the bottom of the 526 
sequence, we found a splayed 
deposit (527) of mudbrick frag-
ments in a sand matrix (fig. 15). 
Kromer left this bit as he exca-
vated down to a compact sur-
face of concentrated, broken 
marl limestone (529) of the lo-
cal Maadi Formation bedrock. 
After documenting and remov-
ing the broken mudbrick deposit 
(527), the team excavated a small 
probe down into the packed 
limestone to check for lower set-
tlement waste and found none to 
a depth of about half a meter.

above: Figure 17. Sondage 185; view to 
the east. Foreground: the downward 
slope of “floor” 531, stained dark by 

overlying deposit 522.

right: Figure 18. The western end, 
northern side, of Sondage 185, 

showing the cut of Kromer’s west 
limit of excavation (his square K; see 
fig. 11). Layers higher slope down to 

the west; view to the northwest.
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We were now at the bottom of Kromer’s excavation in his square G (see fig. 11), on the surface 
of marl limestone debris (531). We cleared this “floor” from post-Kromer sand west to a low, raised 
bank that Kromer left between his squares G and B. The east side of the bank consisted of a shoulder 
of raised limestone debris (529). The rest of the bank consisted of another dark debris layer full of 
mudbrick fragments, which we peeled away from the limestone debris shoulder and excavated toward 
the west (522). This dark, bricky deposit overlay a floor of tafla limestone (531) so flat and even that 
it gave the impression of a true artificial floor (fig. 17).

Several meters farther west, we came to the western limit of Kromer’s excavations. As on the 
east, Sondage 185 extended beyond the limits of Kromer’s digging. Here we cut across the northeast 
corner of his square B. The compact marl limestone “floor” (531) begins to slope down quickly to 
the west (fig. 17). The overlying bricky deposit (522) continues down this slope and becomes thicker. 
Here, Kromer left a sequence of higher, overlying, thin layers of sand intercalated with very dark, 
thin layers of ash and Nile silt (fig. 18). 

All these layers on the west of Sondage 185 slope down to the west — the opposite of the eastward 
slope of the “tip lines” in the 512 sequence at the higher, eastern end of the trench (figs. 14–15). Dark 
Nile silt and black ash layers show more distinctly than the lenses and layers in the higher eastern 

sequences. Because they are all soft 
and sandy, and range from continu-
ous layers to short lenses (single bas-
ket dumps), it was not easy to excavate 
each deposit individually, but given 
how much more distinct these depos-
its are than those in the high eastern 
sequence (512), we tried. We decided 
to take a large sample of the totality 
of each deposit as we cut each layer 
back to a section north–south across 
the trench.

We did not find the bottom of 
this vast dump of quarry and settle-
ment waste. On the west, as on the 
east, the dumped material continues 
deeper, apparently over a shoulder of 
bedrock. More can be said about the 
wider context of this dump in rela-
tion to quarries and settlements at the 
southeastern zone of the Giza Necrop-
olis. We also need to think more about 
this cultural material and the events it 
reflects. Here I offer a few preliminary 
finds and thoughts.
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FINDS FROM KROMER 2018

Like Kromer, we found in this ancient dump a wide range of material culture: pottery, mudbricks, 
sealings, charcoal, shells, beads, flints, large quantities of animal bone, and organic material like 
wood, fiber, and linen. We have so far found no sealings of Khufu. All the sealings impressed with a 
royal name that we have so far found bear Khafre’s name.

We found broken mudbricks throughout the different layers and sequences. Some layers have 
more of a concentration. We need to check the relative frequencies. If the dump derives from a single 
demolition of a settlement, we might expect a single concentration of mudbricks. So, do the mudbrick 
fragments scattered throughout the Kromer dump reflect a one-time demolition, or do we see them 
mixed with waste from everyday life because of ongoing refurbishing? Here, in the high desert, we 
do not have many of the yellow bricks of calcareous, marl desert clay — tafla in Arabic — as opposed 
black Nile silt, characteristic of the flood plain. Tafla is all around the Kromer site. Gebel el-Qibli is 
partly composed of tafla layers, which Fourth Dynasty masons used to plaster walls in KKT and HeG. 
Nile silt in most of the dumped, broken bricks is one of several indications that we are dealing with 
waste from a settlement on, or in proximity to the Nile floodplain, and not a settlement in the desert 
quarries south of the pyramids.14 If we do not see enough bricks or brick fragments for one massive 
demolition, it could be that masons reused bricks for rebuilding. We have seen bricks that masons 
obviously reused in the middle of the walls of the Galley Complex in the HeG.

We found pieces of different components of mudbrick buildings — roofs, floors, corners, and 
hearths — which suggest that the dump does include debris from the demolition of whole buildings. 
Kromer found fragments of a hard gravel screed flooring.15 This conglomerate of coarse, silty, pebbly 
sand and fired clay appears very similar to modern cement. When I first saw a piece, I wondered if 
we had contamination from a modern cement structure. But we saw it come up from sealed, ancient 
deposits. Kromer understood such hard floors as substitutes for stone paving, and as evidence of 

left: Figure 19. Sealing 5844 from Sondage 185, feature 
35,522 (see figs. 16–17 where the feature is abbreviated 

to 522), photo by David Jeřábek; (left): theoretical 
reconstruction drawing by Ali Witsell. The sealing bears 

both the Horus name, Wesir Ib (Stout Hearted) and 
cartouche name, Khafre, of the king who built the Second 

Giza Pyramid, in the title Hem Netjer Khafre, “Servant of 
the God, Khafre,” or “Priest of Khafre.” 

right: Figure 20. Sealing 5848 
with the term Setep Za (adze 
and cattle hobble), under the 
remains of a serekh (paneled 
rectangle above) and beside 
the figure of a running king 
(left) wearing the tall crown 
of the south.
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very high status. He inferred these pieces may derive from the floor of a royal road house, or small 
palace, at Giza. 

We found fragments of white plaster, broken from walls, throughout the sequence. Some show 
bands of red, black, gray, and lighter shades of pale red or orange. Kromer reported plaster painted 
black, white, deep red, rusty red, rose, orange, brown, light gray, and beige.16 We might think that 
such décor stems from “elite” residences of socially superior individuals, as Kromer thought.17 He 
found most of the painted plaster in squares F, B, and G, just where we cut through with Sondage 185. 
This is where Kromer also found sealings most abundant.

Ali Witsell, who heads our sealings team, reports that we have so far found no sealings of Khufu.18 
Kromer found only five sealings bearing Khufu’s name and thirty-eight of Khafre.19 Kromer’s numbers 
are very low for six full seasons of excavation. He must have thrown away a good number of sealings. 
From only six weeks of excavation, Ali and the team retrieved at least forty formal (with king’s name 
and official’s titles) and forty-three informal impressed sealings. And they have yet to fully reexamine 
and register all the possible sealing material from Sondage 185.

One of the largest formal sealing fragments (number 5844) from sequence 522 (figs. 17–18) bears 
both Khafre’s Horus name, Wesir Ib (Stout Hearted), and his cartouche name, as part of the title, Hem 
Netjer Khafre, “Servant of the God, Khafre,” or “Priest of Khafre.”

Perhaps the most important sealing this season will prove to be number 5848, a small fragment 
from feature 35,522, showing the bottom of a Horus name and, underneath, the hieroglyphs 𓍉𓎂𓉐 
for Setep Za, literally, “choosing a za”20 (fig. 20). Setep Za written, as here, with the house determina-
tive, 𓉐, makes it securely a place noun, a reference to the palace. In his study of Setep Za in the Old 
Kingdom, Ogden Goelet found no attestation of the term written with the house 𓉐, therefore signify-
ing the palace, before the Middle Kingdom.21 Now, sealing fragment 5848 from Sondage 185 (fig. 41) 
may be the oldest known writing of Setep Za with the house sign, thereby designating the palace. 

POINTERS BACK TO THE PALACE 
HYPOTHESIS

Setep Za was where the king sat to receive counsel and make decisions. 
Goelet found that Old Kingdom texts containing the phrase “in the Setep 
Za” have to do with the king making decisions, in consultation with his 
advisers, about craftwork, building, or construction.22 

Our 2018 finds from the Kromer site bring us back to an idea, fairly 
old in Egyptology,23 that we took into our first excavations at Heit el-
Ghurab: the palace hypothesis,24 the idea kings built a residence near their 
pyramids, and that the food production facilities we were finding in 1991 
and 1995 attached to a palace. The idea faded in my mind when we found 
none of the signature architectural elements of a palace (such as a niched-
decorated gate or large audience hall). 

Then, in 2005 we found a large corpus of official sealings in another 
trash dump, Pottery Mound, beside the large, elite House 1 of the so-called Western Town of HeG, with 
titles that inspired John Nolan to reconsider the proximity of a palace, because they included some 
of the highest-ranking titles of this time, held by members of the royal house and prominent Fourth-
Dynasty families. As the bureaucracy rapidly evolved, these officials could enter service as young men. 
Certain titles from the Pottery Mound corpus reflect a “palace education system.” Nolan suspected 
that a royal residence nearby served as “a sporadic, periodic royal presence…rather than a perma-
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nent, on-going residence… more 
in common with a temporary 
royal ‘resthouse’ rather than a 
permanent, central palace.”25 
From the material he found, 
Kromer suggested something 
similar, and he located this pu-
tative road palace — where the 
king stayed when he came to 
the royal construction site — at 
the place where Menkaure later 
built his valley temple.26

In fact, at that place we 
now look to a specific build-
ing that was later incorporat-
ed into the Khentkawes Town 
(KKT): Building M in the foot 
end of the Khentkawes Town, 
a palace-like structure with 
thicker walls, painted plaster, 
and an audience hall, typical 
of central halls in other large 
houses of administrators in the 
Khentkawes Town (see above 
for House D) and in the West-
ern Town district of HeG. These 
halls are always oriented north 
to south and feature a niche in 
the southern end set off by pi-
lasters that were once part of a 
formal frame around the niche, 
where the master sat and re-
ceived visitors.27

The walls of Building M are thicker than the walls of the other KKT houses. This building contains 
three pilaster-niche rooms and once featured painted horizontal bands of black, white, and red paint 
(like painted plaster from the Kromer site),28 while such rooms in HeG houses are whitewashed or 
painted black. Building M may have been just another such large house, but in addition to its thicker 
walls, it bears the same elements as a (road, or regional?) palace of the First Dynasty that our German 
colleagues recently identified at the very ancient Delta site of Buto: storage magazines flanking the 
audience hall; production facilities for bread and other food in open courtyards; long and narrow 
corridors framing the core house; plastered and painted walls; and winding access routes into the 
audience hall. The Buto palace may have been a temporary residence “when the court came to Buto 
during the king’s journey across the country.”29

We know from work of prior seasons that structures occupied the eastern foot of the KKT, west 
of a (harbor?) basin, before being rebuilt and incorporated into the settlement for Khentkawes I.30 
Building M, in both an earlier and later phase, may have been a king’s “road house” for sovereigns 
when they came to the pyramid site. Menkaure’s builders may have demolished part of Building M be-

above: Figure 21. Model of the southern base of the Giza Plateau, 
with reconstructed waterways and the Heit el-Ghurab (HeG) site, 
showing the possible directions of dumping in the Kromer site: 
from the east, HeG, or from the north and west, the area of the 
Khentkawes Town and Menkaure Valley Temple. Model designed 
by Mark Lehner, prepared in AERA GIS by Rebekah Miracle. 
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fore they erected his pyramid’s 
valley temple, and dumped the 
debris upon the Gebel el-Qibli. 
We need to know if Building M 
shows older and newer phases. 
As the only KKT building we 
have not re-examined, Building 
M becomes a target for season 
2019.

While we are still process-
ing the 2018 finds from Kromer, 
it appears that most of the for-
mal sealings, and perhaps most 
of the painted plaster and other 
high-status indicators, come 
from the lower, western end of 
Sondage 185 (especially feature 
522, see figs. 16–17). Kromer 
found and removed most of the 
painted plaster and sealings in 
just this area, in his squares F, 
G, and B,31 which our trench 
crossed, leaving us to find what 
he left behind. Here the tip lines 
dip down to the west, indicating 
that people came and dumped 
from the east, the direction of 
the HeG. In the eastern, higher 

— and probably chronologically later — layers, the tip lines slope in the opposite direction, dramati-
cally down to the east (figs. 13–14), indicating that people came and dumped from the west. If they 
came first from the north, the area of the later Menkaure Valley Temple and KKT, they carried their 
baskets around and up the Gebel el-Qibli (fig. 21). 

In those higher, eastern layers (especially 512) we found extraordinary quantities of animal bone, 
predominantly sheep and goat, in contrast to more cattle in 522. Many of the long bones had the ends 
cut or broken off, where they made a joint with another bone (the epiphysis), and some bore knife 
marks. (Ironically, here we found the kind of evidence we sought in SWI to support the hypothesis 
that this compound served as corral and abattoir, see above). Other long bones had been split, or had 
holes bored in the ends, to suck out marrow. We infer that butchers sent the higher quality meat from 
these long bones to people of higher status, while assigning the ends for protein- and fat-rich soups 
and stews of gelatin and cartilage, a form of consumption that could feed many more people, possibly 
lower status folk.32 While we further analyze and think about this rich material from the Kromer site, 
we could infer that these upper waste deposits derive more from provisioning a workforce.33 If so, 
we would have expected that this material to come from HeG, a.k.a. the Workers’ Town. So, for now, 
our two hypotheses for the origins of the Kromer dump material — palace (Building M location) to 
the west and north, workforce (HeG) to the east — stand in opposition to the nature of the material 
and the dumping direction at the east and west ends of Sondage 185.
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Recent years have seen increased discussion and publication on ancient Egyptian palaces, or 
“buildings we call palaces.”34 Manfred Bietak points out that Egyptian palaces, in addition to their 
large features of public display, “also included offices, especially of the chief administrators of the 
state” — Western Town houses? — “barracks and arsenals for troops” — the Gallery Complex? — “and…
considerable storage areas for collecting and distributing commodities…”35 In HeG we have only part 
of a Fourth Dynasty proto-urban settlement that once extended far to the east and north along the 
base of the plateau. More royal structures assuredly lie under the modern urban sprawl. Perhaps 
all along we have been a bit like the seven blind men and the elephant. All the major structures we 
have been exposing, including the HeG barracks and bakeries, could have been parts of one gigantic 
palace, a kind of Old Kingdom Egyptian equivalent of Versailles, or, better, New Kingdom Amarna 
or Malqata, and like those royal layouts, included in its two major phases various royal apartments, 
halls, and institutions.

NOTES

1  OI 2011–12 Annual Report, pp. 52–53; Redding 2011, pp. 2–5.
2  OI 2014–15 Annual Report, pp. 74–96.
3  OI 2015–16 Annual Report, pp. 82–99.
4  Tavares 2011, pp. 16–19.
5  Lehner, Kamel, and Tavares 2006, pp. 81–84.
6  These changes are detailed in Lehner et al. 2011.
7  Hassan 1943, p. 38.
8  Tavares and Yeomans 2009.
9  Arnold 1998.
10  Lehner 2015; 2015/2016; Aeragram 2016; Wetterstrom 2016.
11  OI 2014–15 Annual Report, p. 83, fig. 8.
12  Nolan 2010, pp. 155, 199, 313.
13  Gräzer O’Hara and Pabeschitz 2018.
14  Such as the settlement that Abd El-Aziz Saleh excavated southeast of the Menkaure Pyramid, on the rim of 
the quarry that furnished stone for that pyramid’s core. There, the builders made walls of broken stone and 
tafla, not of Nile silt bricks; Saleh 1974, pp. 131–54.
15  “Splittestrich,” Kromer 1978, p. 106, Abb. 35.
16  Kromer 1978, p. 105.
17  “…sozial höher gestellten Personen,” Kromer 1978, p. 101.
18  Witsell 2018b. 
19  Kromer 1978, p. 92.
20  Goelet 1982, pp. 97–98.
21  Goelet 1986, pp. 95–98.
22  Goelet 1986, p. 90.
23  For example, Winter 1957 against the idea; Stadelmann 1981, pp. 76–77 for it.
24  Lehner and Wetterstrom 1997.
25  Nolan 2010, pp. 404–05.
26  Kromer 1978, p. 115.
27  OI 2014–2015 Annual Report, pp. 79–83; Nolan 2010, pp. 155, 199, 313.
28  Hassan 1943, p. 41.
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29  Hartung 2018, p. 108.
30  OI 2013–14 Annual Report, pp. 71–72, fig. 6.
31  Kromer 1978, p. 115.
32  Witsell 2018a for a preliminary report on these faunal features; Yeomans 2011 for parallel faunal findings 
from HeG.
33  Witsell 2018a, p. 8. 
34  Tzonis 2018.
35  Bietak 2018, p. 23.
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The 2017 season at Kerkenes marked twenty-five years of exploration of this very important late 
Iron Age city in central Anatolia by the current project. During this quarter century of research, 
the large-scale geophysical surveys and the development and use of innovative technologies by the 
project have received global recognition. This continued in 2017, the first full season undertaken 
with funding from both the Merops Foundation and the 
National Science Foundation as well as the new 
Kerkenes geophysical field school. Over a 
two and a half month season, we excavat-
ed two areas of the northern part of the 
city and undertook geophysical survey in 
the north-central portion of the city and 
in the Byzantine castle (fig. 1). We also 
continued our important program of 
monitoring and maintaining previ-
ous restoration work, undertaken 
with Oriental Institute support, in 
the southern part of the city and 
finished preliminary analysis of 
future restoration plans. This 
on-site work complimented 
post-excavation analysis by 
a growing team of specialists, 
cleaning and care of excavated 
materials by our conservation 
staff, and a program of infra-
structural improvements with-
in the excavation compound. In 
addition, expanding outreach 
and student involvement are but 
some of the highlights from this 
very productive season.

right: Figure 1. Map 
of the locations of major 
work at Kerkenes in 2017.
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above: Figure 2. Results of the 2017 geophysical 
survey in the north-central portion of the city.
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GEOPHYSICAL SURVEY

During the beginning of the 2017 season, we accomplished twenty-
seven days of geophysics at Kerkenes during the months of May 
and June. A total of 64,800 sq m (6.48 ha) was surveyed by our team 
aided by the new geophysical field school (fig. 2). The main area of 
survey with the city this year connects two large areas of earlier 
resistance surveys. The first of these, in the central portion of the 
city, has been the focus of recent seasons of survey. The second is 
an area in the far northern portion of the city, around the urban 
block that has been the focus of our excavations since 2011. Join-
ing up these two areas allowed the project to develop a more ex-
pansive building-by-building plan of the city around the ongoing 
excavations, particularly in areas where the burning during the 
final destruction of the city was less intense.

In addition to this work in the main city, we also undertook 
one day of survey high up on the Byzantine castle. This portion of 
the site that had not previously seen geophysical survey. We used 
this small area of resistance survey to test the potential of Electri-
cal Resistance Tomography (ERT) methods for revealing informa-
tion about the shape and depth of the underlying bedrock. While 
the resistance survey test did not prove as successful in mapping 
the plan of the interior of the castle as it has within the Iron Age 
city, the ERT methods we hope to employ in future seasons do 
appear to have a good chance of mapping the bedrock and the 
earthen fill that provided a foundation for the castle. We plan to 
use ERT in transects across the castle in 2018.

We also were able to assist the Uşaklı Höyük team, lead by 
Stefania Mazzoni, by providing our resistivity equipment and ex-
pertise to them for resistivity surveys on their high mound in early 
May. Facilitating the work of other archaeological projects, as well 
as the work of the Yozgat Museum as we did last year in a nearby 
Roman bath complex, has been a hallmark of the Kerkenes Project 
since 1993. We are proud to be able to continue that tradition of 
collaborative outreach.
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EXCAVATION

Excavations at Kerkenes took place over two months in 2017 and in four different trenches: Trench 40 
(TR40), Trench 31 (TR31), Trench 41 (TR41) (figs. 3 and 4), and Trench 42 (TR42) (figs. 4 and 5). 
TR40, TR31, and TR41 are all located within Urban Block 8 while TR42 is located 130 m away in Ur-
ban Block 20. All four of the trenches are located in the northern portion of the city. Within Urban 
Block 8, excavations have now encompassed a total contiguous area of 1,500 sq m, a quarter of the 
total 6,000 sq m extents of this urban block. The full clearance of this entire urban block, in con-
junction with the ongoing program of extensive soil sampling, would provide us with a much better 
understanding of how people lived within one of the 757 urban blocks, the range of activities they 
undertook on a daily basis, and how they used the buildings and outside spaces. During excavation 
in each of the four trenches, photogrammetry continued to be used by our excavators to develop 3-D 
models for recording purposes. The use of 360° cameras this year helped to make this process more 
efficient, allowing daily 3-D models to be generated throughout the excavation season. 

left: Figure 3. Aerial 
photograph of the 
excavation areas of 
Trenches 29, 31, 33, 
40, and 41.
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above: Figure 4. 
Aerial photograph 
of the excavation 
areas of both 
Urban Block 20 
(foreground) and 
Urban Block 8.

left: Figure 5. 
Aerial photograph 
of Trench 42.
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TR40 covers nearly the full extents of 
a very large columned building within Ur-
ban Block 8. It is one of the largest build-
ings known in the ancient city. Work in 
2014, 2015, and 2016 had uncovered the 
entire floor area in both the 75 sq m an-
techamber and the 260 sq m inner room. 
Excavation in 2017 concentrated on two 
areas in the back of the inner room, in a 
1.5 m wide bin area discovered in 2016. We 
knew in 2016 that this 30 cm deep bin area 
continued through an extension of the 
line of the inner faces of the eastern and 
western walls of the building beyond their 
northernmost extents. It was unknown 
how far the bin extended past the line of 
the inner faces of two walls, how the bin 
related to these sidewalls of the building, 
or what was the purpose of the bin. 

The continued excavation of the bin 
through the western wall of the large hall 
revealed several answers to these ques-
tions. The bin, with its sloping stone edge, 
continued across the 1.2 m northern end 
of the western building wall and then 
curved down along the outer edge of the 
wall, with plastering of the outward face 
of the wall noted above the top of the bin. 
It then continued south, along the outer 
edge of the wall for 13 m before ending in 
an east-west cross wall that abutted the 
western wall of the building (fig. 6). Mean-

while, the northern terracing wall, located on the northern side of the bin, reaches a corner just 
beyond the northwestern corner of the western building wall. It continues from there to the south, 
defining the western edge of the bin, at least as far as the east-west cross wall. The terrace wall does 
not now appear to be the outside edge of the building, but instead bounded a lower leveled space 
within which the building was constructed. The bin may have functioned as a channel to divert run-
off water, coming from the surrounding terrace fill, around the large hall’s walls and floors. Further 
analysis in 2018 of the systematic soil samples collected in 2016 and 2017 from across the large hall 
and the bin should help to confirm or refute this interpretation. They also may allow a better under-
standing of whether or not the bin area was covered.

Within this western section of the bin area a number of objects were discovered. These included a 
number of carved objects in ivory, bone, and antler. At least seven carved antler rosettes were found 
lying flat along a surface in the bin (fig. 7). Additionally, numerous pieces of small worked bone 
cylinders were found across the area and a carved ivory palmette (fig. 8) was uncovered and pieced 
together. Portions of several ivory plaques were found including a plaque with a winged mythical 
beast (fig. 9), at least one plaque with a floral design, and a strip of worked ivory that may have been 

above: Figure 6. Stone-edged bin to the west of 
the western wall of the large building in Trench 40.
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above left: Figure 7. One of the 
antler rosettes found in the western 
section of the bin area in Trench 40. 

above right: Figure 8. A carved ivory 
palmette found in the western section 
of the bin area in Trench 40. 

below: Figure 9. Fragmentary ivory 
plaque with a winged mythical beast 
from the western section of the bin 
area in Trench 40.
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an inlay. Ivory discs were also found with compass drawn 
decorated circular banding (fig. 10). These have parallels in 
discs found in a cache from the Temple of Artemis at Ephe-
sus, a link strengthened by worked astragali also discovered 
in the antechamber of this same building at Kerkenes during 
an analysis of the bone recovered in 2014. Finally, a portion 
of a shallow ivory bowl or mirror with squared areas for 
inlays around the edge was discovered in the northwestern 
corner of the bin area (fig. 11). The inlay areas exactly match 
two small gold inlays discovered this season from the same 
area of TR40 and one gold inlay discovered in 1996 within 
the doorway of Room 1 of the long multi-roomed building 

directly to the north of this large hall. A notch out of the corner of the inlay from 1996 may even be 
from an individual prying the inlay free during the destruction of the city, prior to dropping and 
losing it in the doorway. The connection between the bowl and this inlay suggests that at least some 
of the ivory pieces found within the bin may have originally been stored within Room 1, a room that 
also yielded the famous ivory plaque discovered in 1996. 

The excavation of the continuation of the bin to the east through the line of the inner face of 
the eastern wall of the building yielded a slightly different result. The bin to the east also continued 
2.5 m, along the northern end of the eastern building wall. However, at least in the last phase of the 
building, it did not curve down between the outer edge of the eastern wall and the northeastern 
corner in the terracing wall. Instead, an east-west cross wall was constructed flush with the northern 
most end of the eastern wall, effectively blocking off a narrow 1 m wide stone paved slot just outside 
the eastern wall. A portion of the slot was excavated this year within TR31. This narrow slot may 
have been used to direct water away from the wall and floor of the hall, as a narrow drain ran down 
through the stone paving (fig. 12). However, it is quite different in composition from the bin running 
down the outer face of the western wall. A flat stone floor was found in the base of the bin and there 
is no evidence for the sloping bin stones found elsewhere in the bin area. Instead the outer face of 
the eastern wall continues down to the floor and was plastered to the floor. Within the extension of 
the bin to the north of the east-west cross wall, pottery and bone, similar to that noted in this por-
tion of the bin that was uncovered in 2016, was found amongst the burning from the destruction of 
the city. In addition, a copper alloy arrowhead, copper alloy disks, an ivory inlay, and a fragment of a 
sandstone bowl were found in this eastern bin area. Within the slot outside the eastern wall in TR31 
there were additional sherds along with a small bent iron sickle and fragments of grinding stones. 
Work in 2018 will continue the excavation of the slot to the south and may clarify the drainage situ-
ation along the eastern side of the large building.

above: Figure 10. A carved ivory disk from the 
western section of the bin area in Trench 40.

right: Figure 11. A 
partial ivory bowl 
or mirror from the 
western section 
of the bin area in 
Trench 40.
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Additional excavation was un-
dertaken in TR31 within Room 4, 
the smallest room excavated thus 
far within Urban Block 8. In 2012 
the threshold to this room was un-
covered and in 2016 the entire 3.26 × 
2.36 m extents of the room were de-
fined. It is located just down from 
Room 3, which has been identified as 
a food preparation area. In 2017 exca-
vations were completed in this room 
uncovering an original stone paved 
surface, as well as later reworking of 
the room (fig. 13). This later phase 
saw the replacement of the stone 
floor with a partially plastered floor 
noted about 16.5 cm above the stone 
paved surface. Only a few pieces of 
pottery, including a portion of a tre-
foil jar, and bone were found in this 
room. Additional analysis of the col-
lected soil samples in future seasons 
may yield more evidence for how this 
room was used.

above: Figure 12. 
The stone-paved 
slot excavated in 

Trench 31.

bottom right: 
Figure 13. Room 4 

fully excavated 
within Trench 31.
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TR41 was situated to the east of TR31, beyond Room 5 and a paved area outside of it, which both 
were uncovered in 2016. The remainder of this paved area was excavated in 2017 as part of TR41. The 
entire 18 × 20.9 m extents of TR41 continued to the east from this paved area, across a long northeast-
southwest orientated wall, and over a large multi-level outside space running up to a terracing wall 
that appears to define the easternmost extents of the urban block (fig. 14). The northern end of TR41 
was defined by an east-west wall running across the urban block roughly in line with the northern 
terrace wall first encountered in TR40. Within this wall, a threshold was excavated in the northwest-
ern corner of TR41. This threshold appears to allow access from the paved area in TR41 and TR31 to 
an as yet unexcavated area to the north of TR41.

The large open area beyond the long northeast-southwest wall, which forms the majority of TR41, 
was comprised of two distinct areas of different elevation connected by a four stair stone staircase. 
The staircase is located at the western end of a shorter east-west terracing wall that supports the 
12.8 × 5 m upper area. Little of the surface of this upper area was preserved, but the irregular bedrock 
that protrudes up into this area in places does suggest that the terracing was an attempt to provide 
a fairly level surface for activities despite the uneven bedrock in this area. Where the stretches of 
surface were preserved in the northeastern corner bone, ceramics, and wood were found. Two sand-
stone blocks, ca. 45 × 30 cm and 35 × 30 cm, were found lying flat just in front of the western wall of 
the area, 1 m from the top step of the staircase. Excavations in the larger lower elevation area, to the 
south of the terrace wall, were started in 2017 and will be completed in 2018. 

Finally, TR42 was opened within Urban Block 20, an urban block just to the south of Urban 
Block 8. This excavation will provide comparative information, using the same methodology, on the 
use of space within a different type of urban block. Urban Block 20 appears in the geophysical data 
to show a more haphazard arrangement of buildings, including structures that may be spilling out of 
the urban block over the course of the life of the city. In 2017, a 7 × 7.5 m area of Urban Block 20 was 
excavated as TR42 (fig. 5). It was situated to investigate a two roomed building located adjacent to a 
longer wall that marks a change in elevation within the urban block. None of the floor surfaces of the 
two rooms were preserved, but clusters of pottery as well as an iron dart were recovered. 

above: Figure 14. Trench 41 as seen from the southwest.
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CONSERVATION AND LABORATORY ANALYSIS

Conservation remains a key priority of the Kerkenes Project, both within the current excavations 
and in attempting to maintain structures from excavations undertaken by earlier teams. A major 
focus of this work is developing a conservation plan to try and maintain portions of the Cappa-
docia Gate, which was excavated and partially restored a decade ago with the Oriental Institute’s 
financial support. This work has always been complex due to the intense fires that destroyed the 
gate in antiquity, with the internal wooden support structure of the walls and towers completely 
burned away. This has allowed the rubble core of the walls and towers to spill past the large facing 
stones that still stand over 3 m high in places. The only reason the walls survived thousands of 
years is because the entire area was backfilled by the collapse of the wall and upper portions of the 
towers at the time of their destruction. 

Different methods of restoration were tried in four sections of the gate in 2009–10. This restora-
tion work requires yearly maintenance with the replacement of smaller fitting stones to prevent loss 
of stones, bulging, and eventual collapse. Unfortunately, for two years in 2012 and 2013, when we 
were not issued a permit, no such maintenance was performed. Between 2014 and 2015, the current 
team performed the yearly maintenance under the museum permit, but noticed bulging already in 
the restored stonework from the lack of maintenance in the two intervening years. Since 2016 and 
the issuance of the new excavation permit, the project has performed the yearly maintenance and has 
used photogrammetric methods developed in 2014–15 to closely monitor changes in the restoration. 
In 2017, we extensively cleaned the entire gate area alongside the yearly maintenance process. In 
addition, we developed a preliminary plan for the stabilization of areas of the gate in collaboration 
with restoration architects in our team leadership from Abdullah Gül University. This plan is based 
on the photogrammetric data and is currently being discussed with engineers. We plan to finalize 
and submit the plan for the commission’s approval in 2018–19.

Additional areas of the site were also the focus of conservation efforts in 2017. We cleaned the old 
excavation areas in the palace and made repairs to the fence. We also constructed and installed new 
sign panels, used to direct tourists to areas of the site, in the southern part of the city after winter 
winds had sheared off two of them. Our conservation staff also removed election graffiti that had 
been painted by unknown individuals on stones just outside the city walls. This work was in addition 
to our annual maintenance of restored walls in the city. Within the excavation depots, our trained 
conservation staff pressed on with the conservation and preservation of new and existing objects and 
materials. This includes a major effort of repacking, for long-term storage in new depot rooms, the 
pieces of stone carvings excavated between 2003 and 2011. We also continued to repack iron material 
within the depot to help in their long-term stabilization. 

Team specialists working on floral, faunal, ceramic, metal, and dendrochronological analysis 
were also present on the site this year. Work in each of these areas was required based on materi-
als recovered by the excavations and our long-term research design. Of particular note was the 
dendrochronological samples collected from TR40 in 2016 and 2017. These samples have sufficient 
tree rings to be further analyzed to try and date the city and to help anchor a broader dendro-
chonological based dating system for all of Turkey. We are currently working with the Ministry of 
Tourism and Culture and with the Yozgat Museum to export these dendrochronology samples for 
this further analysis. University students working with the project, from both Turkey and abroad, 
spent time with not only the excavations but also with these different specialists and with the 
conservation team.
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FACILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS

We made significant improvement to the facilities within the excavation compound in Şahmuratlı 
Köyü in 2017. We installed a system of security cameras in the excavation house in 2017, at the re-
quest of the Turkish Ministry of Tourism and Culture. In addition, within the depots we installed new 
shelving in several storage rooms, rooms that were then used in the rehousing effort of the stone 
fragments excavated between 2003 and 2011. This allowed a reorganization of the large upper room 
of the stone depot into areas for specialists working with the current excavations, which in turn freed 
up areas within the main depot for conservation team activities and instrumentation. Finally, we 
installed a rain barrel to collect water, which can then be used by the project’s flotation machine for 
the recovery of botanical and faunal material from excavated soil samples. This will help the project 
to better deal with water issues that are an annual problem in the village.

In addition to these improvements, we constructed a new garage in the main excavation com-
pound, with ample storage rooms for project tools and equipment. This has been a need for several 
years. Other improvements we made during the 2017 season include emergency repairs to the roof 
of the Erdoğan Akdağ Visitor Center, replacement of some of the project’s solar panels, and repairs 
to the new road leading up to site. The Yozgat Governor and the Sorgun Regional Governor were of 
great help this season in several of these improvement efforts. 

OUTREACH

During the 2017 season, presentations on Kerkenes were made to local school children in Sorgun at 
the Mehmet Akif Ersoy Ortaokulu and at the Yavuz Selim Ilk Okulu. We also coordinated with the 
Kültür 2000 Koleji school from Istanbul as they researched and then visited Kerkenes, as their class 
project for the year. They plan to present on Kerkenes in Istanbul and around the world in the com-
ing year. We also collaborated with the Yozgat Tourism Bureau providing recordings for a mobile 
application to guide tourists through Yozgat’s cultural sites. Finally, as has been the case at Kerkenes 
for many years, the project actively incorporated both Turkish and foreign students to train a new 
generation of archaeologists on the cutting edge techniques developed and used by the project.
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MUMMY LABEL DATABASE (MLD)
FRANÇOIS GAUDARD

During the past academic year, the editors and collaborators of the Mummy Label Database and Death 
on the Nile projects continued to make progress with various tasks, including completing the data-
base, tracking lost mummy labels, and preparing text editions of unpublished ones. Moreover, they 
also kept working on subjects related to death in antiquity. For information on these joint projects of 
the Universitat Pompeu Fabra (Barcelona), the Universidad Complutense (Madrid), and the Oriental 
Institute of the University of Chicago, readers can consult previous annual reports, available online 
in Adobe Portable Document Format (PDF):

https://oi.uchicago.edu/research/projects/mummy-label-database-mld

On September 20, 2017, Raquel Martín Hernández delivered a lecture entitled “La experiencia 
de la muerte como proceso iniciático. El caso de los misterios griegos,” as part of the summer course 
“Morir antes de morir: sociedades y experiencias iniciáticas a lo largo de la Historia,” at the UNED 
(Madrid). In addition to conducting research at the Universidad Complutense, she is supervising a 
PhD thesis entitled “La identificación del muerto con Osiris en el Egipto ptolemaico.”

Alba de Frutos García (Universidad Complutense) is currently finishing her PhD thesis, entitled 
“Profesionales de las necrópolis en el Egipto ptolemaico” (“Funerary Workers in Ptolemaic Egypt”), 
under the supervision of Sofía Torallas Tovar (University of Chicago) and Alberto Bernabé (Universi-
dad Complutense). It consists of a study of all the family archives belonging to funerary workers, in 
order to understand the social context in which they lived. Alba also gave the two following lectures: 
“Los profesionales de las necrópolis en el Egipto ptolemaico,” delivered on June 30, 2017, at the IV 
Jornadas de Doctorandos de Filología Clásica, Facultad de Filología, Universidad Complutense; and 
“¿Quién entierra al enterrador? Sobre las costumbres funerarias de los profesionales de la muerte 
en el Egipto ptolemaico,” delivered on July 14, 2017, at the VII Jornadas de Papirología, Universidad 
del País Vasco (San Sebastián).

Drawing up a list of lost mummy labels and updating it, as well as contacting museums and pri-
vate collections around the world to track such labels, took a significant amount of time for Klaas 
Worp and François Gaudard. They also contacted Trismegistos (https://www.trismegistos.org/) to 
share the results of their investigations. At this point, they still expect to hear from various institu-
tions. The most difficult labels to track include those which were part of private collections, were sold 
at private auctions, or disappeared, for example, during WWII. In this regard, François established 
interesting contacts for the MLD by attending the annual meeting of CIPEG (International Commit-
tee for Egyptology), dedicated to “The Role of Curators in Museum Research and Exhibits: Tradition, 
Change, and Looking to the Future,” and held at the Oriental Institute of the University Chicago from 
September 5 to 8, 2017. He also continued to work on the edition of the Oriental Institute Museum 
funerary shrouds from the Graeco-Roman period.
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RELATED PUBLICATIONS BY TEAM MEMBERS

The following articles have been published, submitted, or are in press:

•	 Sofía Torallas Tovar, “A lexical Note on the Life of Pisentios.” In Labor omnia uicit improbus: Miscel-
lanea in honorem Ariel Shisha-Halevy, edited by Nathalie Bosson, Anne Boud’hors, and Sidney H. 
Aufrère, pp. 373-380. Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta 256. Leuven; Paris; Bristol, CT: Peeters, 2017.

•	 Raquel Martín Hernández, “Faience Mummy Labels Written in Greek,” to be published in the 
forthcoming issue of the Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik (submitted).

•	 François Gaudard, “A Greek-Demotic Mummy Label in the University of Cambridge Museum of 
Archaeology and Anthropology.” In Hieratic, Demotic and Greek Studies and Text Editions. Of Making 
Many Books There is No End: Festschrift in Honour of Sven P. Vleeming, edited by Koenraad Donker van 
Heel, Francisca A. J. Hoogendijk, and Cary J. Martin, pp. 309–13. Papyrologica Lugduno-Batava 
34. Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2018.

•	 François Gaudard, “Funerary Shrouds from Dendera in the Oriental Institute Museum of the 
University of Chicago, Part I: OIM E4786,” to be published in a Festschrift honoring a colleague 
(in press).

•	 François Gaudard, “Funerary Shrouds from Dendera in the Oriental Institute Museum of the 
University of Chicago, Part II: OIM E4789,” to be published in a Festschrift honoring a colleague 
(in preparation).
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NIPPUR
McGUIRE GIBSON

Well, we have gathered a team and are planning to resume research at Nippur in the fall of 2018. The 
effort is not just a simple matter of going there and laying out squares and beginning to dig holes. 
Our last season at Nippur was in 1990, and our ten-year plan to open up a large exposure around the 
Gula Temple in Area WA, did not get started because of the Kuwait Crisis and the Gulf War, followed 
by ten years of sanctions that made it impossible for us to work. Then, of course, 2003 and ISIS kept us 
away. The result has been that, although the site has not been damaged extensively by looting, most 
or all of our survey markers have been dislocated, partly by boys having fun, but probably mostly 
from the natural processes of wind and water erosion that eat away at the mound. This erosion has 
made it difficult to recognize some of the areas we worked in before 1990. One of the first things we 
will have to do is to position ourselves on the site plan, using GIS and more traditional equipment. 

This coming season we will start on a modest basis, probably working in an area that, we hope, 
will make it possible to investigate the earliest occupation of the site (the Ubaid period, ca. 6000 bc). 
We know from potsherds that we find on the surface that the site was occupied in this period but 
neither the Pennsylvania expedition of the 1890s nor the Oriental Institute since 1948 has suc-
ceeded in reaching this 
level. We also may open 
a new trench in Tablet 
Hill, an area of houses 
near the ziggurat that 
has yielded thousands 
of cuneiform tablets in 
the past. Of course, the 
situation when we get 
to Nippur may require 
adjustments in our plan, 
but we have always been 
flexible where plans are 
concerned.

I had the dig house 
extensively repaired a 
couple of years ago, and 
the fabric of that un-
baked brick structure 
(built by Jim Knudstad in 
1964) is now sound, but 
there are a few things 
that need to be done. For 
instance, although the 
most important parts of 

above: Nippur Villa with Court of Columns plan.
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the plumbing system were installed, there are additional pipes that need to be connected and a few 
sinks to be bought and installed. We will also have to buy a new generator, since electricity is reli-
able for only four hours a day. We also need to buy new kitchen equipment, which, even if it had not 
disappeared, would not be usable today. Other items that have disappeared are wooden tables and 
chairs, built especially for the house in 1964. I see a lot of plastic in our future. Things like sheets, 
pillowcases, and towels have deteriorated, even though they have been in storage in Baghdad. Much 
of the digging equipment (picks, shovels, wheelbarrows, etc.) have walked away from the house and 
will have to be replaced. Except for the generator and kitchen equipment, most items mentioned 
here are fairly easily bought today, even in the nearby town of Afak. In the past, we would have to 
go to the provincial capital Diwaniyah, or even Baghdad, to find much of this equipment, although 
some would be in the marked in Afak. But the situation is different now. Afak that we knew until 1990, 
with about 3,000 people and a one-street market, has grown into a town of 50,000 people. And costs 
have gone up greatly, and I am sure that I will be shocked and chagrined often in shops. The cost of 
labor has certainly increased dramatically, which is another factor that has to be entered into our 
season as it unfolds. 

One of the changes that has occurred on the mound is the departure of almost all of the sand 
dunes that nearly completely covered the site in the 1950s and even when they gradually diminished 
in the 1970s and 80s, they still perversely lasted exactly on places where we wished to work. In the 
late 1980s, when we decided to open Area WG on the highest part of the West Mound, to the west of 
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WA, I was surprised to see that the blowing away of the great dune that hung over Area WA had left 
exposed the rounded baked-brick pillars of the “court of columns,” which was a feature of a huge 
Parthian villa that Penn had dug in the 1890s. I had seen these columns when I was first at Nippur as a 
student archaeologist in 1964. I did not take a photo of them at that time, and when I took over direc-
tion of Nippur in 1972 and opened Area WA, the dune had completely hidden them. Because I knew 
that the court was in this area, I mistakenly thought that a small area with a few baked bricks, which 
was located to the northeast and about 6 m lower in the mound, was all that was left of the court.

Besides opening excavations on the site, we will begin a new surface survey of the area around 
Nippur, especially to the east. Our former students, Carrie Hritz (University of Maryland) and Cle-
mens Reichel (Toronto) will carry out the survey, along with Carrie’s former student Zaid Ibrahim. 
It will not be as easy to do survey as it used to be because much that had lain as desert since about 
ad 1300 has now been brought under cultivation. But they will be able to bring new remote-sensing 
techniques to the work to get a better record of ancient occupations at sites just because many of 
them have been looted and a much greater sample of sherds from the different levels of the site are 
now on the surface. They will also be able to gauge the damage done in the area by the looting.

One last thing: I can report that the Inanna Temple publication, much anticipated since the 1960s, 
continues to make progress in the editorial office and I hope that the efforts of Richard Zettler, Karen 
Wilson, and Jean Evans will finally be manifest within about a year. 

far left: WA with dune looming over it and hiding a villa. 1974, taken 
from northeast. middle: Nippur Villa with a Court of Columns high up 
above Area WA, 1992, from southeast. Much of the dune has dropped into 
Area WA, where the Gula Temple lies. above: Removing sand from WA.
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ORIENTAL INSTITUTE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE WORK IN AFGHANISTAN
GIL J. STEIN

In 2017–18 the Oriental Institute continued its cultural heritage preservation work in Afghanistan. 
We completed the sixth full year of the partnership between the University of Chicago’s Orien-
tal Institute (OI) and the National Museum of Afghanistan (NMA). This partnership and its related 
projects are funded by the US Department of State and the US Embassy in Kabul, with several key 
goals: a) developing a bilingual objects management database, b) conducting a full inventory of 
the NMA’s holdings, c) doing conservation assessments for the objects, d) rehousing the objects in 
archival quality containers, e) restoration of sculptures from the early Buddhist monastic complex 
of Hadda (fig. 1), e) museum outreach 
programming (the “Mobile Museum” 
grant), and f) training the NMA staff in 
conservation, database management, 
and artifact curation procedures. The 
inventory of all objects in the mu-
seum and other storage areas is now 
essentially complete. However, we are 
continuing with the Hadda sculptural 
restoration project, with our “Mobile 
Museum” outreach project, and in 
training and capacity building for the 
staff of the National Museum in object 
conservation, database management, 
and best practices for object curation. 

In addition to our work with the 
National Museum, the OI is also con-
ducting the “Afghan Heritage Mapping 
Project” (AHMP) in partnership with 
the Afghan Institute of Archaeology 
to train the staff and concurrently 
develop a geospatial database whose 
ultimate goal is to use remote sensing 
data to document all the main archae-
ological sites in Afghanistan. 

right: Figure 1. Partially 
restored Gandharan 
style early Buddhist 

sculptures from Hadda. 
Photo by Gil Stein.
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above: Figure 2. The OI Kabul and Chicago team: 
(left to right) Gil Stein, Ahmed Bilal, Alison Whyte, 

Alejandro Gallego-Lopez, Amanda Watts, Fabio 
Colombo, and Brendan Bulger. Photo by Gil Stein.

right: Figure 3. Bilingual Dari–English publication 
of Preserving the Cultural Heritage of Afghanistan: 

Proceedings of the International Conference Held at 
Kabul University, November 2014.
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The OI component of the partnership with the NMA consists of two 
parts. The “Chicago team” consists of Gil Stein (PI), Brendan Bulger 
(grant planning, administration, and budgeting), and Alison Whyte 
(conservation). Our “Kabul team” consists of Field Director Alejandro 
Gallego-Lopez, Head Conservator Fabio Colombo, and Assistant Con-
servator Amanda Watts (fig. 2). We have worked closely not only with 
the National Museum of Afghanistan and its Director Fahim Rahimi, 
but also with local partners, and most importantly, with the US State 
Department and the US Embassy-Kabul. Local logistical support for our 
project is provided by ACHCO (a Kabul-based non-governmental orga-
nization that specializes in cultural heritage projects in Afghanistan); 
our close partners have been ACHCO founder Jolyon Leslie, and Ahmad 
Bilal, who has worked closely with Brendan Bulger on accounting, bud-
gets, and logistics. At the US State Department, our key partners have 
been Laura Tedesco, the Cultural Heritage program manager at the 
Office of Press and Public Diplomacy, responsible for Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, while the State Department’s financial management of the 
grant is overseen by Grachelle Javellana. At the US Embassy-Kabul, we 
especially thank Cultural Affairs Specialist Alia Sharifi. 

This past year, the work of our partnership with the National Mu-
seum was highlighted in the publication in 2017 of the OI co-sponsored 
conference Preserving the Cultural Heritage of Afghanistan: Proceedings of 
the International Conference Held at Kabul University, November 2014; Gil J. 
Stein, Michael T. Fisher, Abdul Hafiz Latify, Najibullah Popal, and Nancy 

Hatch Dupree (eds.), Chicago: The 
Oriental Institute (fig. 3). The book 
was published bilingually in Dari 
(one of the two national languages 
of Afghanistan) and English. It is 
available as a free downloadable 
PDF on the OI website to make it 
accessible to readers everywhere, 
especially in Afghanistan.
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THE OI-NMA INVENTORY

Our main priority for the past six years has been to conduct the first full inventory of all the hold-
ings of the National Museum. The museum had been devastated by the Afghan civil war (1989–95). 
During the subsequent period of Taliban rule, Taliban forces entered the museum in March 2001 and 
smashed hundreds of priceless sculptures and figurines, including some of the world’s most impor-
tant examples of Early Buddhist (second–seventh centuries ce) Gandharan art from the Buddhist 
Monastery complex of Hadda in southeast Afghanistan near the Khyber Pass. An estimated 70% of 
the museum’s holdings were either looted or destroyed, and 90% of the museum’s artifact registra-
tion records were burned. The OI-NMA Partnership’s inventory is now complete, with 136,131 pieces 
inventoried in 45,795 records. These figures include both the objects in the museum and the highest 
value objects stored in the vaults of the Presidential Palace. The inventory continues to grow as the 
museum accessions new objects — most notably from the ongoing rescue excavations by the Afghan 
Institute of Archaeology at the ancient city of Mes Aynak in nearby Logar province.

CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES AND THE HADDA  
SCULPTURAL RESTORATION PROJECT

Object conservation and conservation training form a second key element in the OI-NMA Partnership. 
Our project conservators in Kabul, Fabio Colombo and Amanda Watts, worked closely with the staff 
conservators of the National Museum to train and assist them in condition assessment, stabilization, 
and restoration of museum objects. Much of the hands-on conservation training in the past year has 
taken place as an integral part of our Hadda Sculptural Restoration Project (fig. 4).

The 1,500 year-old sculptures from Hadda in the NMA’s holdings were recovered in excavations 
conducted by DAFA (Delegation Archeologique Francaise en Afghanistan) in several periods of field-
work from 1926 to 1978. The approximately 3,000 sculptures Hadda at the National Museum of Af-
ghanistan and in the Musée Guimet in Paris form one of the most important collections of Early 
Buddhist (Gandharan) art in the world. The sculptures at the National Museum were systematically 
smashed by the Taliban over three months from January to March 2001. At great personal risk, the 
NMA staff secretly collected and stored the smashed fragments of these sculptures. The Hadda Sculp-
tural Restoration Project is designed to assess, stabilize, and restore as many as possible of the Hadda 
sculptures in the National Museum. Last year, our Kabul team Head Conservator Fabio Colombo, as-
sisted by Amanda Watts and OI Museum Conservator Alison Whyte, conducted a one-year program of 
assessment, analysis, and documentation of the Hadda fragments to develop a detailed work plan for 
their conservation, restoration, and eventual public display. Based on that initial assessment, we have 
started the actual work of sorting, stabilizing, and starting to re-assemble the sculptural fragments. 

In the first stage of this process, Fabio and his team have been working to determine how many 
original sculptures are represented by the 6000 plus preserved fragments. In the past year, the team 
was able to locate 332 pieces with fully preserved catalog numbers written on them, indicating that 
— at a minimum — 332 sculptures from Hadda were smashed. 

Once the fragments had been laid out as a group in the National Museum’s Conservation Labora-
tory, they were cleaned and the reconstruction phase of the project could begin. In spring 2018 we 
were able to find multiple joins between fragments and at least partially re-assemble our first seven 
sculptures. This definitively proves the feasibility of the overall project, and we can expect and in-
creasing number of joins. Better still, Fabio and OI Kabul Field Director Alejandro Gallego Lopez were 
able to match the partially re-assembled fragments with specific catalog entries in Fancine Tissot’s 
2006 partial catalog of objects in the National Museum (fig. 5).
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THE MOBILE MUSEUM GRANT

The National Museum of Afghanistan 
Outreach Initiative (NMAOI, also known 
as the “Mobile Museum Project”) is a 
three-year collaboration between the 
Oriental Institute and the National 
Museum. This project will develop the 
first national-scale program of outreach 
education to raise awareness of the Na-
tional Museum among school children 
(grades 6–12) through in-class presenta-
tions in twenty-four schools in six cit-
ies across Afghanistan — Kabul, Herat, 
Mazar-I Sharif, Bamiyan, Kandahar, 
and Jalalabad. Presentations materials 
will also be made at five of the US Em-
bassy’s Lincoln Learning Centers across 
the country, and at two orphanages in 
Herat. The grant combines innovative 
digital technology, “object-based learn-
ing,” and traditional educational tools in 
multiple pathways of engagement with 
students to create a “Mobile Museum.” 
In this past year, we focused on devel-
oping three aspects of the in-school 
program for the Mobile Museum: a) the 
introductory video, b) 3-D scanning, and 
c) developing a curriculum/lesson plan 
for the program. 

Project  Manager Jal i l  Yousufi 
worked with Kabul Field Director Ale-
jandro Gallego Lopez to produce the 
introductory video for the in-school 
programs. The video is intended to in-
troduce students to the National Mu-
seum — what it is, why it is important, 
what kinds of objects are represented in 
its collections, and what these can tell us 
about the history of civilizations in Af-
ghanistan. Most importantly, the video 
emphasizes that the museum and its col-
lections are public property that belongs 
to the people of Afghanistan (fig. 6). The 
video will set the stage for the interac-
tive and object-based learning part of 
the classroom program. 

above: Figure 4. National Museum of Afghanistan conservators 
stabilizing sculptural fragments from the early Buddhist monastery 
complex of Hadda. Photo by Fabio Colombo.

middle: Figure 5. Partial reconstruction of seven Hadda sculptural 
fragments (left) allowed them to be matched to entries in Francine 
Tissot’s 2006 catalog of selected holdings of the National Museum 
of Afghanistan (right). These matches enabled the OI project to 
determine that the sculptures in question had been smashed by the 
Taliban, and not looted, as had previously been believed. Photo at left: 
Alejandro Gallego Lopez. Photo at right: Francine Tissot/UNESCO.

bottom: Figure 6. Screenshot from the introductory video produced 
for the “Mobile Museum” project, showing of NMA Director Fahim 
Rahimi describing the museum and its significance for Afghanistan.
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Alejandro used the OI-NMA 
computer-based inventory to se-
lect twenty-five objects from the 
NMA collections for 3-D scanning. 
Once completed, the scans will be 
used to produce 3-D prints of the 
objects. Including these replicas 
of actual artifacts from the NMA 
in the school program will enable 
us to bring the museum to the pro-
vincial cities through object-based 
learning. Students will be able to 
handle objects and compare them 
in order discover a) what is in the 
NMA, b) what were the main civi-
lizations that characterize the his-
tory of Afghanistan, and c) how 
they can use these objects to bet-
ter understand the history of their 
country. 

In spring 2018, Alejandro and 
Jalil met with representatives of 
the Afghan education consulting 
company “Hikmet Research and 
Scientific Studies Organization” to 
work cooperatively in developing 
the actual curriculum and lesson 
plan for the school program. 

THE AFGHAN 
HERITAGE MAPPING 

PROJECT (AHMP)

Our third heritage preservation grant supports the “Afghan Heritage Mapping Partnership” (AHMP). 
The work of the AHMP is conducted in parallel in Chicago and in Kabul. In Chicago, the project draws 
on satellite imagery and other geospatial technologies to build a comprehensive geographic infor-
mation systems (GIS) database of identifiable archaeological sites across Afghanistan. The goals in 
creating this database are to:

1.	 Inventory and map known and previously unknown archaeological heritage sites, especially 
in areas threatened by future mining development, urban expansion, and looting; 

2.	 Document the current state of archaeological site preservation and analyze spatial and tem-
poral patterns in looting;

3.	 Create a planning tool that will allow heritage protection to be incorporated into mining, 
economic, and urban development projects.
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In Kabul, AHMP focuses on 
building capacity and infrastruc-
ture. We have developed a partner-
ship with Kabul Polytechnic Uni-
versity (KPU), where KPU faculty 
and foreign archaeologists have 
been teaching intensive classes to 
train a cohort of Afghan heritage 
professionals at the Afghan In-
stitute of Archaeology (AIA) and 
other organizations in the use of 
GIS technology for cultural heri-
tage management and especially 
the location and documentation 
of archaeological sites.

Under the supervision of 
Project Manager K. Franklin, the 
Afghan Heritage Mapping Project 
(AHMP) continued with a two-
pronged mission: a) the use of 
satellite imagery, historical maps, 
and other geospatial technologies 
to build a comprehensive GIS da-
tabase of identified archaeological 
sites and monuments across Af-
ghanistan, and b) capacity build-
ing through the construction of 
training modules and management 
tools (including a spatial data ar-
chive), and the training of local 
Afghan heritage professionals in 
the use of these tools. As of the end 
of June 2018, the AHMP databases 
contained confirmed or potential 
coordinates for nearly 6,000 places 
in Afghanistan (fig. 7).

CONCLUSION

The OI’s cultural heritage preservation projects in Afghanistan are conducting outreach programs, 
documentation, and training Afghan heritage professionals through hands-on work in conservation, 
object curation, database management, and the use of GIS technology. Our ongoing efforts focus on 
developing a well trained, well equipped cohort of Afghan professionals who will be responsible for 
the stewardship of the unique historical treasures of their rich history of civilizations.

above: Figure 7. Afghan Heritage Mapping Project (AHMP) map of 
confirmed (red) and probable (green) archaeological sites in Afghanistan 
located by analysis of remote sensing images. The project now has over 
6,000 heritage sites in its database. Image courtesy of Oriental Institute 
Afghan Heritage Mapping Project.
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ORIENTAL INSTITUTE NUBIAN EXPEDITION 
(OINE) PUBLICATION PROJECT
BRUCE WILLIAMS

Volume 14, The Second Cataract Fortress of Dorginarti, has been edited and is undergoing final review 
and formatting in the Publications Office. Volume 12, Cerre Matto, the Churches, Houses, Workshops, and 
Cemetery is now being edited, while Volume 13, Cerre Matto, the Christian Period Pottery, Small Objects, 
Glass, and Texts, and Volume 16, Beads from Excavations at Qustul, Ballana, Adindan, Serra East, and Dorgin-
arti Part 1: A-Group, Post A-Group, C-Group, N-Type, P-Type, Pan Grave, Kerma, Middle Kingdom, and New 
Kingdom Beads has been submitted and passed on to the Publications Committee. Preparations for 
the Dorginarti-Serra East database are underway, with much of the registered pottery photographed 
for upload into a FileMaker Pro database. The construction of the 3-D model for Dorginarti is also 
nearing completion, expected by September 2018 (figs. 1–2). At this point we turn attention to other 
major efforts.

above: Preliminary 
reconstruction of the 
Levels III–IV fortress, 
looking northwest 
towards the west bank 
of the Nile.

left: Preliminary 
reconstruction of the 
interior buildings by 
the West Gate, looking 
southwest.
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VOLUME 16. BEADS FROM EXCAVATIONS AT QUSTUL, 
BALLANA, ADINDAN, SERRA EAST, AND DORGINARTI PART 1

The main objective of this publication project, begun in 2012, was the creation of an illustrated cata-
log of Lower Nubian beads and pendants from past OINE excavations in order to study the history of 
beads in Northeast Africa. Beads contribute to the study of trade networks in Northeast Africa, with 
many of them showing links not only to the Mediterranean but also to Southeast Asia. 

The collection was first divided chronologically into the main periods of Nubian archaeology, and 
then next according to cultural units, beginning with the A-Group and ending with modern times. 
The first volume, just submitted, includes almost 360 numbered bead and pendant objects from Early 
Nubian (fig. 3), Middle Nubian (figs. 4 and 5) and New Kingdom (fig. 6) sites. In each unit the results 
of bead studies are presented within their cultural background. A detailed chronology is provided 
for the variety of beads, beadwork types are discussed, and both an anthropological overview and 
materials analysis are given along with references to parallels known from literature and museum 
studies. An illustrated catalog is provided at the end of each cultural unit. The first volume contains 
some features of special interest. For example, evidence exists that the stones used for beads were 
not only obtained from places within Nubia, but that they were processed, heat treated, and made 
into beads at Ballana directly across the river from Qustul, the site of the A-Group’s royal cemetery. So 
Nubia was a source of high-quality bead manufacturing in the A-Group, a reversal of its old assumed 
role as a mere source of raw material but not the final production of beads.
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A second volume covering the beads and pendants of the Napatan, Meroitic, post-Meroitic, 
Christian, Islamic, and modern periods is in process, and will include the results of the laboratory 
analyses of the glass beads. In fall 2017, a sample of 114 beads and pendants were selected for 
laboratory analysis. The results of the chemical composition analysis, run by Laure Dussubieux of the 
Elemental Analysis Facility at Chicago’s Field Museum, should confirm the South Asian origin of some 
of the glass beads from post-Meroitic assemblages, that is, from the Blemmyan and Nobadian remains.

THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE IN THE FOURTH CATARACT

In 2007 and 2008 the Oriental Institute Nubian Expedition excavated and surveyed in the region of 
the Nile’s Fourth Cataract, an area upstream from the almost-finished Merawi Dam and which has 
since been covered by the reservoir’s water. While numerous expeditions participated in the salvage 
efforts, almost no final reports have been completed and published to date. The Oriental Institute’s 
participation in this project, directed by Geoff Emberling and Bruce Williams, included the only 
substantial cemetery from the period 1850–1550 bce (Old Kush or Kerma Period) to be completely 

below: Figures 3–6 (from far left to right). Carnelian and 
garnet beads and pendants from Late A-Group royal tomb L17 
at Qustul, OIM E23663A-D; Electrum ibis amulet from C-Group 
tomb B47 at Serra East, OIM E19693; Nacre wristlet plaques, 
ostrich eggshell and faience beads from Pan-Grave tomb C2 at 
Serra East, OIM E24426; Carnelian and glass scarabs from post-
Amarna dated grave R94 at Qustul, OIM E23520A, B.
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excavated, a unique gold-processing center dating to the same period and reused at later times, and 
an unusual cemetery contemporary with Egypt’s New Kingdom, among other sites (fig. 7).1 

The material from the 2007 and 2008 excavations has been loaned to the Oriental Institute by the 
Sudan’s National Corporation for Antiquities and Museums for a ten-year period and for the purpose 
of publication,2 and thus is available for laboratory analysis by Emberling, Williams, Heidorn, Aaron de 
Souza, Jim Harrell, and Carol Meyer. De Souza visited the museum for research in early 2018, and part 
of his time was spent studying the Pan-Grave related material from Al-Widay (figs. 8–9), Hosh el Guruf, 
and Umm Gebir. This research activity was supported by a substantial reorganization of the excava-
tion records. These had all been digitized, but the sources, categories, and types of documentation, 
records, registers, photographs, drawings, had not been organized by category, which is now done.

One grant proposal has already been submitted in hopes of the funding needed for the detailed 
analysis of the archaeological material, photography, and the drawing of plans, maps, and artifacts, 
with the search for other sources of funding ongoing at the present time.

VOLUME 11. THE MIDDLE KINGDOM FORTRESS AT SERRA EAST 
“REPELLING THE MEDJAY,” SECOND INTERMEDIATE PERIOD 

AND NEW KINGDOM REMAINS

Kathryn Bandy and Susan Penacho have been working on a complete re-analysis of seal impressions 
from the fortress, its most revealing set of documents. With new drawings and photographs, the 
chapter will show more clearly not just the seals and their designs, but their uses. 

During his visit to study Pan Grave-related pottery from the Fourth Cataract excavations, Aaron 
de Souza also studied related material from quarries and the fortress at Serra East, a study aimed 
at detailing relations with the appearance of this culture in Egypt, where he has been excavating.

above: Figure 7. Aerial view of the Fourth 
Cataract Oriental Institute concession.
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CONCLUSION

Many years ago, the series Harvard African Studies started each volume with the quote from Pliny 
the Younger: “Quid novi ex Africa?” Everywhere the Oriental Institute has worked, there have been 
surprises. Sometimes they have been great works of art, such at the amazing New Kingdom caryatid 
mirror on display in the Nubia Gallery. Sometimes they have been major texts, such as the Coptic book 
with two apocrypha, including a Stauros Text, from the monastery at Qasr el-Wizz, or the longest 
text in Old Nubian from Serra East. At other times we find the one major coherent site in all of Nubia 
that illuminates the first centuries of the first millennium bce. OINE 2 gave us the first good look at a 
material culture for the much mythologized and even feared Blemmyes. And, of course, Qustul’s early 
royal cemetery rocked the relations of Nubia and Egypt to their foundations. Now, the first volume 
on beads will rock them some more.

In past publications, we have hinted at changes in our perceptions of northeast Africa that will 
arise from the Oriental Institute work on the Fourth Cataract archaeological materials. We are now 
sure, more than ever, that these changes are of fundamental importance to the study of history and 
culture in this region. Read more about it next year.

above: Figure 8. Pan-
Grave type bowl from 

Cemetery al-Widay I of the 
Old Kush II/Middle Kerma 

Period. right: Scarab 
from Cemetery al-Widay I 

from a tomb of the Old 
Kush II Period. It originally 

belonged to an Egyptian 
officer of the Thirteenth 

Dynasty, šmsw n rmn-tp Nb-
Swmnw, Officer or captain 
of the First Batallion, Neb-

Sumenu (a local form of 
Sobek in Upper Egypt).

oi.uchicago.edu



132 THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE

PROJECT REPORTS | ORIENTAL INSTITUTE NUBIAN EXPEDITION

NOTES

1  A preliminary description of the Oriental Institute’s work at the Fourth Cataract is presented in Emberling 
and Williams 2010. Emberling, Williams, Ingvolstad and James 2014, Meyer 2010, and Harrell 2010.
2  Three boxes of samples not included were requested by Williams during a stay in Khartoum this year, and 
after obtaining permission to export, have now been arranged for shipment to the Oriental Institute.
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ORIENTAL INSTITUTE SEMINAR (OIS)
Outward Appearance vs. Inward Significance
ALEKSANDRA HALLMANN

The 14th Annual University of Chicago Oriental Institute Seminar Outward Appearance vs. Inward Sig-
nificance: Addressing Identities through Attire in the Ancient World, took place on March 1–2, 2018. 
Thanks to the generous and ongoing support of Arthur and Lee Herbst it was possible to organize a 
venue for a dialogue leading to a multidisciplinary and comparative approach to clothing studies in 
the ancient world, focusing on dress as an analytical tool used to inquire about the identity of the 
wearer. It brought together eighteen scholars from three continents (see the list of participants) who 
use different research methodologies and work on clothing-related studies within a wide geographical 
and chronological spectrum, all while pursuing common themes in their scholarship. 

Non-verbally, attire conveys im-
portant meaning that must be decoded 
through various methodological ap-
proaches, be it an artifact or a visual- or 
text-oriented approach. The fragmentary 
corpus of evidence available to assist in 
the study of ancient costume in different 
geographic areas justifies searching for 
crosscultural patterns in dress behavior. 
These different approaches were demon-
strated thanks to gathering researchers 
with a geographical focus on the ancient 
Near East, including Egypt, along with 
the larger Mediterranean world and the 
ancient Americas, who are studying an-
cient attire from different perspectives 
and applying different methodologies. 
The goal of the proposed conference was 
to construct definition(s) of the clothed 
self and to investigate multiple trajec-
tories of the dress’ role in the construc-
tion of various identities in the ancient 
world.

The conference took place in the 
Oriental Institute in Breasted Hall. It was 
divided into six thematically oriented ses-
sions organized crossculturally, and not 
separated by region, culture, or period. The 
sessions were chaired by Janet Johnson, 
Susanne Paulus, and Emily Teeter from 

above: Oriental Institute Seminar Poster, 2018.
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the Oriental Institute, and grouped topics: clothing and the imperial identity; 
distinctive and associative function of dress; construction of royal and religious 
dress; textiles and identity: value, status, prestige, and trade; transformative 
nature of dress and construction of various identities. The last session was fol-
lowed by a panel, wherein four respondents (Ann C. Gunter, Brian Muhs, Jean 
Evans, and Rita Wright) summarized and commented on the evidence presented. 
Their responses led to a final roundtable discussion conducted by the organizer. 
It elaborated on one of the principal goals of the conference: constructing a 
definition or definitions of the clothed self and pointed toward the multiple tra-
jectories of clothing’s role in the construction of various identities in the ancient 
world. Ancient attire was set in a broad socio-cultural perspective, wherein the 
meaning of dress in terms of various social, political, ethnic, or religious iden-
tities was questioned. The vivid discussions after each lecture and during the 
round table panel stressed an awareness of the status, critiques, and advances of 
dress studies within the broader field of ancient studies and fostered a renewed 
discourse directed towards new strategies to investigate the subject. All those 
papers are now in the process of preparation for the forthcoming proceedings 
that will be published in Oriental Institute Seminar Series Volume 15 in 2020.

A few special events accompanied the conference. The participants were 
welcomed by the specially organized Persian dinner held in the Robert and 
Deborah Aliber Persian gallery of the OI Museum. This was proceeded by a tour 

of the Museum collection 
led by the Jean Evans and 
Kiersten Neumann. The 
next day, all participants 
a n d  a t t e n d e e s  we re 
treated with a night re-
ception in the Edgar and 
Deborah Jannotta Meso-
potamian gallery. The 
farewell dinner was held 
at a local French restau-
rant, La Petit Folie, and 
all of our lunches were 
held in the magnificent 
OI director’s office. 

above: OIS reception in the Robert and 
Deborah Aliber Persian gallery. Photo 
by Aleksandra Hallmann.
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above: Oriental Institute Seminar 2018. Photos by Charissa Johnson.
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above left: Round table discussion with 
participants (from left to right): Aleksandra 

Hallmann, Benjamin Foster, Claudia 
Brittenham, Megan Cifarelli, Jean Evans, Ann 

Gunter, Ran Boytner, Robert Ritner, Tasha 
Vorderstrasse, Brian Muhs, Marie Louise Bech 

Nosch, Allison Thomason, Laura Gawlinski, 
and Rita Wright. Photo by Charissa Johnson. 

right: Participants, respondents, and OI 
attendees enjoying a special reception in the 

OI Museum. Photos by Charissa Johnson.
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PARTICIPANTS AND RESPONDENTS (*) OF THE CONFERENCE

•	 Aleksandra Hallmann (Oriental Institute, University of Chicago)
•	 Allison Thomason (Department of Historical Studies, Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville)
•	 Ann C. Gunter (Department of Classics, Northwestern University, Chicago)*
•	 Benjamin R. Foster (Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, Yale University)
•	 Brian Muhs (Oriental Institute, University of Chicago)*
•	 Claudia Brittenham (Department of Art History, University of Chicago)
•	 Hans Barnard (Cotsen Institute of Archaeology, UCLA)
•	 Jana Mynářová (Czech Institute of Egyptology, Charles University in Prague)
•	 Jean Evans (Oriental Institute, University of Chicago)*
•	 Laura Gawlinski (Department of Classical Studies, Loyola University, Chicago)
•	 Margaret C. Miller (Centre for Classical and Near Eastern Studies of Australia, University of Sydney)
•	 Margarita Gleba (McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, University of Cambridge, UK)
•	 Marie Louise Bech Nosch (The Saxo Institute, University of Copenhagen, Denmark)
•	 Megan Cifarelli (The Art History Department, Manhattanville College, NY)
•	 Ran Boytner (Institute for Field Research, UCLA)
•	 Rita Wright (Department of Anthropology, New York University)*
•	 Robert K. Ritner (Oriental Institute, University of Chicago)
•	 Tasha Vorderstrasse (Oriental Institute, University of Chicago)
•	 Ursula Rothe (Classical Studies Department, Open University, Reading UK)

Participants and respondents of the 
OIS conference: 

first row from the left: Catie Witt, 
Tasha Vorderstrasse, Aleksandra 
Hallmann, Rita Wright, and Ann Gunter.

second row from the left: Petra 
Goedegebuure, Marie Louise 
Bech Nosch, Ursula Rothe, Allison 
Thomason, and Brian Muhs.

third row from the left: Emily 
Teeter, Ran Boytner, and Margaret 
Miller.

fourth row from the left: Claudia 
Brittenham, Megan Cifarelli, Robert 
Ritner, and Jean Evans.

fifth row from the left: Benjamin 
Foster, Jana Mynářová, Laura 
Gawlinski, and Margarita Gleba.

Photo by Charissa Johnson.
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PERSEPOLIS FORTIFICATION 
ARCHIVE PROJECT
MATTHEW W. STOLPER

If you are interested enough to read this, you probably already know the year’s big news: the legal 
process that has put the future custody of the Persepolis Fortification tablets in doubt since 2004 has 
come to an end (fig. 1). 

On December 4, 2017, the Supreme Court of the United States heard oral arguments in the case of 
Jenny Rubin et al. v. The Islamic Republic of Iran et al. (transcript: https://www.supremecourt.gov/
oral_arguments/argument_transcripts/2017/16-534_if5n.pdf; audio: https://www.supremecourt.gov/
oral_arguments/audio/2017/16-534). On February 
21, 2018, the Court handed down its ruling against 
the plaintiffs, hence in favor of the University of 
Chicago, the Oriental Institute, and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. The vote was 8–0 (Justice Elena 
Kagan, who had submitted briefs in the case when 
she was Solicitor General, did not participate in 
the proceedings). Justice Sonia Sotomayor wrote 
the terse and unequivocal opinion (https://www.
supremecourt.gov/opinions/17pdf/16-534_6jfm.
pdf).

The ruling does not treat the broad question 
of whether cultural materials as such are subject 
to legal attachment. It decides a comparatively 
narrow point of foreign sovereign immunity 
law, so the benefits for other cultural heritage 
cases are uncertain. For the Oriental Institute 
this ruling removes the legal obstacle that has 
blocked returning the Fortification tablets to Iran. 
For the Persepolis Fortification Archive Project 
it means changes of emphasis. On one hand, we 
allocate new effort to completing, correcting, 
and preparing the data that we have collected as 
we prepare the objects for return. On the other, 
we learn how to negotiate the necessary licenses, 
customs requirements, insurance, shipment, and 
the unknown unknowns — all that is needed for a 
smooth transfer.

Awaiting these developments during 2017–
18, the Persepolis Fortification Archive Project 
continued to pursue its often-stated aims: to 

above: Figure 1. The syllabus of the Supreme 
Court’s decision upholding the Seventh Circuit’s 
ruling against the plaintiffs in the case of the 
Persepolis Fortification tablets.
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compile an exhaustive record of the PFA, and to make the results available through online presentation 
of work in progress, through academic publications and presentations of studies arising from these 
results, and eventually through authoritative editions of all categories of Fortification documents.

On the long march to these definitive editions, the PFA Project editors continued the tasks 
described in previous annual reports. 

Annalisa Azzoni (Vanderbilt University), finalized or improved readings of Aramaic epigraphs on 
cuneiform texts (about 250 identified until now), monolingual Aramaic documents (about 840), and 
Aramaic seal inscriptions (about 80). 

Elspeth Dusinberre (University of Colorado Boulder), assisted by graduate student Erin Daly 
(Classics, University of Chicago), completed a draft catalog of the seals on the monolingual Aramaic 
documents, including final collated drawings (about 570 seals specific to the Aramaic documents, and 
about 145 that co-occur on Elamite and uninscribed documents). Mark Garrison (Trinity University, 
San Antonio) began to review and edit this draft for consistency with other work on PFA seals. 

Mark Garrison also continued to supervise student workers supported by an ongoing grant from 
the Roshan Cultural Heritage Institute. Erin Daly, in addition to her work on the Aramaic tablets, 
identified seals on about 80 unpublished texts first recorded by Charles E. Jones (Pennsylvania State 
University) and about 50 first recorded by me, identifying almost 50 previously unknown seals (fig. 2). 
Emma Petersen (University of Minnesota) recorded about 100 of the uninscribed tablets between 
June and August 2017, documenting 100 new seals along with identifiable impressions of almost 100 
previously cataloged seals. During summer 2017 and short visits in autumn and winter, Christina 
Chandler (Classical and Near Eastern Archaeology, Bryn Mawr), working on the ca. 175 inscribed 
PFA seals that are the topic of her doctoral dissertation, made final collated drawings of 25 seals, 
final copies of 30 seal inscriptions, and draft catalog entries of about 110 seals. Garrison and student 
workers continued to update and correct a FileMaker database of thematic seal types, currently 
including thematic identifications and drawings or sketches of more than 3,500 analytically legible 
seals (along with numbers assigned to another 730 illegible seals).

Wouter F. M. Henkelman (École Pratique des Hautes Études, Paris) continued to collate, recollate 
and annotate about 2,500 unpublished Elamite texts first recorded by the late Richard T. Hallock, 
about 80 first recorded by Charles E. Jones, and about 2,100 Elamite texts fastidiously published by 
Hallock in 1969 and 1978 but now in need of much updating on the basis of new knowledge.

I recorded about 45 new Elamite texts and fragments (most of them registers from the late stages 
of information-handling at Persepolis), and collated and corrected my first-draft editions of about 
340 of the journals and accounts recorded in previous years. Teagan Wolter (Near Eastern Languages 
and Civilizations, University of Chicago) entered 195 of the new draft editions, glossed and parsed for 
presentation in the On-Line Cultural and Historical Research Environment (OCHRE). Rhyne King (Near 

left: Figure 2. Back to the 
future at Persepolis: Erin Daly’s 
collated drawing of PFUTS 
0250 (impressed on at least 
two uninscribed Fortification 
tablets and also on the 
Demotic document illustrated 
in the annual report for 2016–
17, p. 155, fig. 1), depicting 
a hunt from a quadriga: 
“just crazy,” comments Mark 
Garrison, “like something out 
of the 4th century.”
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Eastern Languages and Civilizations) corrected many glossary entries from about 755 collated texts. 
After training by King, Yanxiao He (Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations) entered corrections for 
12 collated texts. The backlog of newly read texts to be entered in OCHRE has shrunk to under 100. 
The backlog of collated texts to be corrected — often drastically corrected — has swollen to over 500.

Ami Huang, Alexandra Hoffmann, and Eric Aupperle (all Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations) 
and Thomas Chiodini (Center for Middle Eastern Studies, University of Chicago) made, edited, and 
uploaded to OCHRE conventional images of about 80 new Elamite tablets and fragments (fig. 3). Kimia 
Maleki (School of the Art Institute of Chicago) re-edited conventional images of about 40 previously 
photographed items. Young Bok Kim and Theresa Tiliakos (both Near Eastern Languages and 
Civilizations) made dynamic Polynomial Texture Mapping (PTM) image sets of about 220 new items 
and high-resolution scans to supplement earlier images of about 50 Aramaic items. Monica Phillips 
(Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations) oversaw post-processing of PTM sets until Ashley Clark 
(History, University of Chicago), returning from research travel abroad, succeeded her in autumn 
2017. Aided by Oliver Nataranj (Williams College), Clara Dandy (University of Chicago Laboratory 
School), and Matthew Foster (unaffiliated) they processed and uploaded to OCHRE PTM images of 
about 700 more items, reducing the long-standing backlog of unprocessed images from about three 
years to about fourteen months. 

After the Conservation Laboratory’s portable x-ray fluorescence (pXRF) scanner was repaired in 
January 2018, Thomas Chiodini scanned about 80 more Persepolis tablets (fig. 4), concentrating on 
documents composed at way-stations along the routes that passed through Persepolis, including a 
sample of the Aramaic documents and Elamite records of outlays of travel rations.

Noteworthy among eighteen public and academic presentations of PFA-related material and 
results are a joint presentation by Azzoni, Chandler, Daly, and Garrison on the inscribed seal PFS 
535*, at the meeting of the American Schools of Oriental Research in Boston, in November 2017 

left and above: Figures 3–4. Thomas Chiodini 
photographs a newly cataloged Fortification 
tablet (left) and positions a Fortification tablet 
on the Bruker x-ray fluorescence scanner (right).
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(their proposed presentation on the inscribed seal PFS 981* has been accepted for the program of 
the November 2018 meeting); Garrison’s invited lecture on glyptic imagery from the PFA, at the 
Societas Iranologica Europaea Conference in Naples, December 2017; Henkelman’s presentations 
on Achaemenid elites at the same conference, on the Persian funerary cult at the Iran Heritage 
Foundation in London (October 2017), on Elamite and Achaemenid topics at the Academy of Persian 
Language and Literature and Pārs University in Tehran (February 2018), on Achaemenid palaces and 
the institutional network at the 11th International Conference of the Archaeology of the Ancient Near 
East in Munich (April 2018); Azzoni’s invited lectures on PFA Aramaic at the Universities of Buenos 
Aires and Cordobá in Argentina (May 2018); and King’s paper on Lycians under the Achaemenid 
empire at the Association of Ancient Historians in Willamsburg, VA (April 2018). Noteworthy new 
PFA-related publications are Henkelman’s essay connecting Achaemenid evidence with Neo-Elamite 
religious imagery in the catalog of a magnificent exhibition on the fruits of archaeology in Iran (in 
Hellwing [ed.] 2017: 214–19); a joint treatment by Garrison, Jones, and me on the text and seal on an 
isolated Achaemenid Elamite administrative tablet in the British Museum (Garrison et al. 2018); and 
Dusinberre’s interpretation of a newly found seal from pre-Achaemenid Sardis (Dusinberre 2017).

Indicative of the future of PFA-related scholarship are Emma Petersen’s BA paper on the seals 
PFUTS 0311 and 0923 (accepted December 2017; fig. 5); Rhyne King’s PhD dissertation proposal 
on satrapal households in the Achaemenid empire, including the holding of a satrap of Arachosia 
attested only in the PFA (defended January 2018); and Tytus Mikołajczak’s completed dissertation 
on the accounting texts and seals in the PFA (supported by grants from the Roshan Cultural Heritage 
Institute, defended December 2017).

The Project weblog (http://persepolistablets.blogspot.com), maintained by Charles E. Jones 
(Pennsylvania State University), added eleven new postings in the past year, for a cumulative 
255 entries (including the annual reports of the PFA Project), 217,927 page views since 2010, 90 
subscribers, and 1,300 followers on Facebook and other social media.

Accounts of the year-to-year accumulation of PFA Project data of now-familiar kinds can be 
dismally repetitive, so I ask Project workers to mention surprises and discoveries that can enliven 
these progress reports. Some of these discoveries are dramatic, like the unique Old Persian tablet 
illustrated in the Project’s annual report for 2006–07, the seal of prince Arshama discussed in the 
report for 2012–13 and illustrated in the report for 2014–15, or the Demotic tablet announced in the 
report for 2016–17. Others, though, seem like inside baseball — findings that warm the heart of a 
tablet nerd (as the report for 2015–16 puts it) but of real interest only to people who are immersed in 
the details, struggling to connect or interpret them. Who else really cares about a new reading, a new 

right: Figure 5. Emma 
Petersen’s collated 

drawing of PFUTS 0311, 
an innovative seal design 

with an extraordinary 
combination of 

iconographic themes.
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lexeme, a new document form, a new seal identification, 
a new bit of administrative procedure, and so on? 

A n d  ye t  n e w  f i n d i n g s ,  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  a n d 
interpretations accumulate, sometimes tentative and 
sometimes unsettling. Azzoni reports a probable second 
Demotic tablet (being prepared for joint publication with 
Oriental Institute Egyptologists Janet Johnson and Brian 
Muhs) and reading the Aramaic transcription of the name 
of the deputy director of the Persepolis administrative 
institution in the inscription on the seal PFS 0083* 
(Garrison 2017, pp. 339–49; fig. 6). Henkelman reports 
unraveling the administrative relationship between 
Hystaspes (Elamite Mišdašba), satrap in Hyrcania, and 
Hydarnes (Elamite Miturna), satrap in Media, both 
players in early Achaemenid history attested in the 
apologia of Darius at Bisotun (a solution he first reported 
in his presentation at the conference of the Societas 
Iranologica Europaea mentioned above). And I sometimes 
find joins among fragments, in fact, more joins in the 
last six months than in the ten years preceding. One 
such join produces a tablet of an unfamiliar kind. Its 
shape and handwriting standing out instantly from the 
ordinary range of Fortification tablets (fig. 7). It is nearly 
complete, but also nearly incomprehensible, except 
for a clear reference to an order issued by Aspathines 
(Elamite Ašbazana), another eminent Persian named 
by Darius, who succeeded to control of the Persepolis 
administrative institution in the last attested years of 
the PFA. The order was given in year 35, May 487 bc, six 
and a half years after the latest dated text of the PFA. 
This indicates that the highest level of the Persepolis 
administrative institution continued to consult the PFA 
after the Archive as we have it was closed and deposited.

top: Figure 6. Mark Garrison’s corrected 
collated drawing of PFS 0083*, showing 
Annalisa Azzoni’s full reading of the 
Aramaic inscription, which represents 
the name of the deputy director of the 
Persepolis administration, Elamite Ziššawiš, 
Iranian *Čiçava(h)uš as Aramaic Ššwš. 
above right: Figure 7. Joined fragments 
of an exceptional Fortification document 
from 487 bc or later, well after the closing 
of the preserved PFA: Fort. 1270-101+1348-
103, obverse and lower edge.
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After the Supreme Court ruling came down, our legal team applied to the Office of Foreign Asset 
Control for the export license required by ongoing sanctions on the Islamic Republic of Iran. I began 
to review tablets selected for the first installment to be returned, checking images for completeness, 
prioritizing the processing of PTM images, completing some catalog information, updating some 
readings, and adding and correcting some glossary items and parses. Miller Prosser and the OCHRE 
team are preparing to export this information to accompany the tablets in a form that can be easily 
accessed in Iran. We aim to return not just a collection of mute clay artifacts, but also a working body 
of data and research tools. As the tablets leave the custody of the Oriental Institute, the National 
Museum of Iran will have the means to become the world center for ongoing primary research on 
the most important body of new information on all aspects of the Achaemenid Persian empire, the 
Persepolis Fortification Archive.
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SINNABRA
(OR KHIRBAT AL-KARAK)
DONALD WHITCOMB

In 1952 two young professors from the OI decided to begin a new excavation in the young state of 
Israel; this was to be at Khirbat al-Karak, a pleasant place high on a bluff above the Sea of Galilee. 
Around this site, the river Jordan begins its long, historic flow southwards. They were primarily in-
terested in a newly discovered Bronze Age settlement, but in order to keep their new director, Carl 
H. Kraeling, interested, they shifted the focus to a nearby early Byzantine church. This excavation 
and that on the main site were carefully recorded (fig. 1) with attention paid to the stratigraphic 
remains in the church and especially above that building, where its ruins were replaced a stables 
complex of the Umayyad Caliphs.

above: Figure 1. The Islamic building, 
Delougaz and Haines 1960, pl. 51A.
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Helene Kantor and Pihas Delougaz did not realize that the eighth-century Caliphs, Mu’awiya, Abd 
al-Malik, and others, stabled their horses just north of the winter palace that was called Sinnabra. 
Some fifty years later, there was a paper by Ronny Reich stating that the main site could not be a 
synagogue inside a Roman fort, as had been assumed. Then, what was it, I pondered; I realized that 
this building must have been a qasr (pl. qusur), a palace of the early Islamic period. My short paper 
in 2002 has become rather famous for the identification of the palace called Sinnabra with the site 
of Khirbet al-Karak (fig. 2). This historical connection is due to the discussion of as-Sinnabra by L. A. 
Mayer, whose geographical notes leave little doubt as to the name. 

The building has recently been described in a monograph by Raphael Greenberg and Tawfiq 
Da’adli (2017) as a “fortified basilica,” which still does not assist in understanding its function. Rather 
one may turn to other basilical structures, among which is the praetorium at Caesarea is perhaps 
the most interesting. Caesarea was the Byzantine administrative center conquered by Mu’awiya, 
who would have seen its audience hall, rooms, and bath hall. Likewise, there was the praetorium at 
Tiberias, about 10 km away, which had a new set of rooms and apse added in the early Islamic period 
(fig. 3). Each of these buildings was adorned with fine mosaics, similar to those found at Sinnabra. 

The functional equivalent of the praesidium, the administrative palace complex, was the dar 
al-imara, found in most early Islamic cities. One of the spatial constants in early Islamic cities was 

above: Figure 2. Plan of the Khirbat  
al-Karak complex (after Whitcomb 2002).
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that the dar al-imara was located immediately behind, that is on the qibla side, of the congregational 
mosque. In the case of Sinnabra, the mosque should be located just north of the “fortified basilica.” 
This was the hypothetical basis for organizing a new excavation at Khirbet al-Karak, informally 
characterized as the search for Mu’awiya’s mosque.

This hypothesis interested Tawfiq Da’adli, who is now a professor at The Hebrew University. He 
had done some excavations within the basilica building and found coins beneath the floors proving 
early Islamic ex post facto dating for the building (2017). The instigator for new research is Prof. Rafi 
Greenberg, known to many at the OI from his residence here a few years ago. He has been involved 

at Bet Yerah, as the site is known at his Tel Aviv University, for over twenty years of research and 
excavations. His interest is the exceptionally important Bronze Age site and, beyond this archaeology, 
the preservation and enhancement of the site. He has worked hard to make the site a national park 
featuring all the periods represented, including the Byzantine and early Islamic.

While we had talked about new excavations for many years, it was Tawfiq’s initiative in 
applying for and receiving a grant from the van Berchem foundation which began the process. The 
OI contributed a similar amount through the generosity of Gil Stein and Chris Woods. We had two 
research assistants in the field, Veronica Morriss from the OI, and Alon Arad from Tel Aviv University. 
A team of Palestinian archaeology workmen completed the excavations. We began on February 4 

above: Figure 3. Plan of Kirbet al-Karak (center) 
and praetoria at Caesarea and Tiberias.
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with a clean up on the site. Happily there had 
been a drought and only dried brush needed 
to be removed; we all remembered the visit 
two years earlier when the dense brush was 
head high and meant nothing could be seen. 

We began clearing a set of stairs that 
Delougaz had found some seventy years ago 
(fig. 4). These were attached to the exterior 
of the corner tower, a broad and shallow 
stairway descending from the west and 
ending with a compacted gravel surface. 
The stairway is curiously similar to the 
long staircase that we found at Mafjar, no 
doubt giving us two examples of Umayyad 

above: Figure 4. Veronica photographing on the stairs.
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architecture, but still another unexplained feature at both sites. The compacted gravel surface 
continued across the open area outside of the north wall of the site, and we started to lose a few 
days due to light rains.

After two weeks of digging, we moved farther to the eastern end of the north wall (fig. 5). We 
started clearing some cement-like masses that proved to have a common size, shape, and height. 
Further, they line up in rows at common distances; they immediately recall the “mushrooms” or 
column-bases in the mosque at Tiberias (fig. 6; as excavated by Katia Cytryn-Silverman in recent 
years; 2009). Not only was there a local parallel but I realized these column foundations were very 
similar to those that I had found in the mosque at Aqaba (fig. 7). Those foundations of the Umayyad 
mosque had been carefully prepared, sometimes twice, as the architects seem to have changed 
their plans. There is some indication of gravel surfaces laid over these bases; did the Abbasids later 
cancel out the Umayyad mosque? Needless to say, we had time only for final plans and photographs. 
Once again, an archaeological truth was proven, that the most interesting discoveries are made at 
the last minute.

left: Figure 5. Plan of the north wall and new discoveries.  
right: Figure 6. Column bases in mosque at Tiberias.
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above: Figure 7. Column bases in excavations at Aqaba.
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above: Figure 8. Hypostyle building discovered this season.
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The Sinnabra project has explored 
an aspect of the famous site of Khirbet 
al-Karak, a beautiful corner of the Sea 
of Galilee (fig. 8). It seems that the OI 
keeps being drawn back to its complex 
antiquities. We began by exploring its role 
during the early Islamic period and, while 
we cannot claim to have found its very 
early mosque, the hypostyle hall that once 
may have stood there has its fascination 
and begs for someone to return.
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TELL EDFU
NADINE MOELLER and GRÉGORY MAROUARD

The ancient city of Edfu is situated on the West Bank of the Nile valley, halfway between Aswan and 
Luxor (fig. 1). In ancient times, Edfu was the capital of the 2nd Upper Egyptian nome and it formed 
an important regional center in the Upper Egypt from the middle of the third millennium bce until 
the late Byzantine period.

Since 2014, one of the main research objectives of our archaeological fieldwork at Tell Edfu has 
been to identify the earliest traces for settlement activity and to investigate the Old Kingdom occu-
pation which lies deeply under the actual preserved tell site. In the continuity of previous seasons, 
we mainly focused this year on the excavation of Zone 2, which is situated to the west of the pylon of 
the Ptolemaic temple (fig. 2) and which contains the earliest settlement remains at Edfu so far dis-
covered, dating to the late Fifth Dynasty and the reign of king Djedkare Isesi (ca. 2450 bce). Another 
operation was conducted on the top of the tell, on the north side of previously excavated Zone 1. It 
mainly consisted in cleaning and preparation operations for a new early New Kingdom settlement 
excavation which will be engaged next fall 2018.

The 2017 season at Tell Edfu started on November 4 and finished on December 10. The project 
has been conducted by Nadine Moeller (director) and Gregory Marouard (co-director). This year 
team members were Katarina Arias Kytnarová, PhD (Old Kingdom pottery specialist, Czech Institute 
of Egyptology, Charles University, Prague), Aaron de Souza, PhD (Nubian pottery, Macquarie Uni-
versity, Sydney), Claire Newton, PhD (Archaeobotanist, Université du Quebec à Rimouski), Camille 
Lemoine (small finds drawings), Oren Siegel (archaeologist, University of Chicago/NELC), Emilie 
Sarrazin (archaeologist, University of Chicago/NELC) and Sasha Rohret (archaeozoologist, University 
of Chicago/NELC). 

The local inspectorate of the Egyptian Ministry of Antiquities (MoA) was represented this season 
by Mrs. Madonna Nashaat Habib Girgis and Mrs. Amna Yussef Ali Hassan. 

Ongoing 
work at Tell 
Edfu by our 
artist Camille 
Lemoine. 
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above: Figure 1. Map of Old Kingdom Egypt with the location of Edfu. Plan by G. Marouard.
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EXCAVATIONS ON THE OLD KINGDOM SETTLEMENT IN ZONE 2

The main objective of Zone 2 is to investigate an area on the northeastern side of the currently pre-
served tell, located only 25 m on the west of the Ptolemaic temple, which corresponds to the only 
parts of the site where archaeological strata dating to the Old Kingdom are still accessible (fig. 3). 
Much of the remains in the area had been covered by several meters of unstratified debris dumped 
here by sebbakh diggers and previous excavations conducted by the French Institute (IFAO) in the 
1920s and 1930s. After several seasons that involved the removal of a thick deposition of mudbrick 
rubble and mixed pottery, archaeological layers which were still in situ were finally reached in 2012. 
These layers had also suffered from sebbakh digging which left deep holes cutting through the ancient 
stratigraphy. Over the past three seasons it has been possible to reach the natural bedrock in two areas 
and to follow the overall development of a settlement quarter, from the oldest layers of occupation 
(ca. 2450 bce) founded directly onto the natural substratum to the last preserved remains here which 
date to the late First Intermediate Period (ca. 2100 bce). It is now evident that this town sector saw 
several phases of drastic transformations over time. 

above: Figure 2. Aerial view of ongoing excavations at Zone 2 
during the 2017 campaign. Photo by G. Marouard, Tell Edfu Project.
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The oldest remains so far unearthed 
are part of an ex-nihilo foundation, 
which is probably the result of the grad-
ual westward expansion of the town (fig. 
3). The currently available archaeological 
evidence and preliminary geo-morpho-
logical observations suggest that there 
was a steady expansion from southeast to 
northwest, with the origins of the town 
that would have first been settled on a 
sandstone island, delimited by a signifi-
cant cliff on the eastern side which prob-
ably marks the position of the course of 
the Nile at a period that is not yet deter-
mined. The bedrock formation underlying 
the settlement is not uniform and during 
the excavations in different locations of 
the site both natural Nile sand deposits 
and a sandstone outcrop were reached. 
The settlement site gradually expanded 
during the late Old Kingdom period and 
by the end of the third millennium bce it 
was occupying the totality of this natural 
rock terrace, which forms a more or less 
steep slope from northwest to southeast. 

In Zone 2, the oldest constructions 
belong to a settlement phase that has 
been provisionally designated as “mon-
umental” because of two sizeable build-
ings that do not show any of the charac-
teristics of domestic architecture.

left: Figure 3. Schematic 
plan of Tell Edfu showing 
excavation areas, sections 
of enclosure walls, and an 
attempt to reconstruct 
the evolution of the 
settlement between the 
Old Kingdom and the First 
Intermediate Period. Plan 
by G. Marouard, Tell Edfu 
Project.
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In 2017 we completed the excavation of four large 
rooms on the northern side of Zone 2 (fig. 4), which cor-
responds to the limits of preserved remains that have not 
been completely destroyed by sebbakh diggers. The cen-
tral room (A) measures 2.75 m wide and 3.80 m long. It 
had two doorways, one linking it on the eastern side to an 
open courtyard, and another door on its northern side led 
probably into a kind of corridor (G). Two stones with door 
sockets have been found at both doors which further con-
firms that the central room once was a closed room with 
two entrances. Much of its eastern half has been marked 
by layers of ash on the floor from a massive fireplace used 
for a relatively long period. In the northwestern corner a 
small round bin made of single mudbricks was found. The 
large room (B) to east of the central room was a courtyard 
according to its dimensions and the numerous traces for 
fireplaces. It measures 3.80 m in length and 3.05 m in width 
and it was always used as an open space throughout the 
occupation of this area. Adjacent on its eastern side, some 
thinner walls are present, only one mudbrick wide, which 
belong to several small rooms (D, E, F) without a direct con-
nection to the courtyard but their full extent is not visible 
farther to the east and south since the later enclosure wall 
is covering these remains. A corridor (G) can be seen on the 
northern side, stretching along the full length of both the 
central room and the courtyard. Again, this space is also 
incomplete since farther north the archaeological remains 
were destroyed by the sebbakhin. The last space exposed is 
a narrow room (C) to the western side of the central room 
(A). Its width is only 1.45 m while its length is 3.80 m, and it 
must have connected to the corridor on the northern side.

right: Figure 4. View of 
the workshop installations 
in northern part of Zone 2, 
from the east. Photo by G. 

Marouard, Tell Edfu Project.
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Since 2016, several layers of occupation covering the floor levels have been excavated within 
these spaces that contained numerous traces of fireplaces with ash deposits (fig. 5) in addition to 
important quantities of Fifth Dynasty bread molds (with a bedja shape) and beer jars. In the courtyard 
the archaeological contexts were the richest and the only ones that contained, in several successive 
layers of occupation, a large amount of broken clay sealings from jar stoppers and other commodi-
ties such as bags, baskets, and boxes. Some of them discovered in 2016 and 2017 show traces of seal 
impressions and the best-preserved one (fig. 6) is marked by a cylinder seal impression naming the 
titles of a priest and the Horus name in a serekh of king Djedkare-Isesi, Djed-Khaw, the penultimate 
ruler of the Fifth Dynasty (ca. 2475–2450 bce). Also associated with the occupation of these rooms are 
regular traces of metallurgical activity such as crushed slag pieces, fragments of copper ore (fig. 7), 
and pieces of crucibles covered with green copper splashes. 
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above left: Figure 5. Orthophoto of 
the workshop installations along the 
northern limit of Zone 2. Orthophoto by N. 
Moeller, Tell Edfu Project. above right: Figure 6. 
Clay sealing with a cylinder seal impression showing 
the serekh of Djedkare-Isesi. Photo by N. Moeller, Tell 
Edfu Project. bottom right: Figure 7. Fragments of 
copper ore (malachite) discovered in the northern 
workshop area of Zone 2. Photo by G. Marouard, Tell 
Edfu Project.
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These installations along the northern limit of Zone 2 indicate the presence of workshops linked 
to official and administrative contexts as can be seen by the presence of broken clay sealings, the 
fragments of limestone figurines (fig. 8), and the traces of metallurgy which are typically carried out 
by highly skilled craftsmen who were working to supply the elite and higher officials with copper. 
Those components are not usually part of any kind of domestic household activities. The processing 
of copper in particular during the Old Kingdom was almost exclusively conducted under the supervi-
sion of official institutions and the exploitation of this kind of raw material was exclusively organized 
by the central state under the charge of a high official personage sent by the king. 

Based on the discovered activity areas, it can be considered a workshop area dating primarily 
to the late Fifth Dynasty (ca. 2450–2400 bce), which has close parallels to the larger installation of 
workshops at the town of Elephantine in the First Cataract region. As mentioned previously these 
structures can be considered the first installations in this part of the settlement at Edfu and they were 
founded ex-nihilo, directly on the natural Nile sand deposits. Only a few light installations, small trash 
pits, occasional fireplaces, and postholes were observed on the surface of the natural sand. However, 
the pottery assemblages of these older levels are not chronologically different from the workshop 
facilities and might correspond to the immediately preceding construction phase.

After three seasons in a row of very fine-level excavation and a detailed recording of all the floor 
levels using photogrammetry, these rooms and the courtyard were all covered with yellow sand and 
all of the area was back-filled in order to protect those fragile remains.

THE NORTHERN BUILDING 1

Underlining the non-domestic character of this late Fifth Dynasty ex-nihilo foundation town quarter 
are two large buildings discovered along the western side of the Zone 2. 

The massive exterior walls and the main eastern entrance of an important unusual mudbrick 
building had been exposed on the central western limit of Zone 2 (fig. 9). Its eastern, northern, 
and southern outer walls have been preserved only to a small extent but on a significant elevation 
of about 2.2 m above the functioning floor level. The Northern Building was originally orientated 
east–west and only its eastern façade including the main entrance door is preserved, which con-
sists of the wooden lintel and door found still in situ during our 2012 season (OI Annual Report 2013, 

above: Figure 8. Drawing of one of 
the two limestone figures found in the 
workshop area. Drawing by C. Lemoine, 
Tell Edfu Project.
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pp. 118–19). The majority of the interior to the 
west was unfortunately destroyed by the sebbakh 
diggers but it seems very likely that the lost part 
of this construction was already noticed by French 
archaeologist M. Alliot during its excavation of the 
upper part of the tell in ca. 1932–33. The northern 
and southern walls have respectively a width of 2.3 
and 2.8 m. The eastern exterior façade stretches 
9.2 m from north to south and probably more than 
10 m at its base which has not been reached yet. On 
the three sides of this building the façade presents 
a fairly steep slope (fig. 10). A phase of renovation 
was noted on the southern wall during the exca-
vations in form of a second mudbrick layer built 
against the original wall covering its lower courses, 
with a stone foundation at the southeast corner.

above: Figure 9. General view of the southern part 
of Zone 2 with the two large mudbrick buildings 

(late Fifth Dynasty) emerging from later courtyard 
levels (early to mid-Sixth Dynasty). bottom right: 

Figure 10. Southeastern corner of Northern Building 1 
showing its façade with the distinctive slope.  

Photos by G. Marouard, Tell Edfu Project.
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As has been the case with the 
northern area, the Northern Build-
ing 1 was founded directly on the 
natural Nile sand deposits; it con-
stitutes therefore the first planned 
installation here, which seems to be 
contemporary and probably directly 
connected with the workshop area. 
Unfortunately, no object that would 
provide any precise indication about 
the function of Building 1 has come 
to light so far. In 2014, a trench was 
dug along the interior of the en-
trance in order to reach the corre-
sponding floor level, which is situ-
ated 1.8 m below the lintel (OI Annual 
Report 2015, pp. 158–59, fig. 8). This 
permitted us to observe a system of 
an entry room in the southeast cor-
ner that led to two rooms to the west 
and the north. The only activity rec-
ognized in this small room was a fire-
place used for smelting copper which 
was installed a short time before the 
building was abandoned (OI Annual 
Report 2014, p. 158, fig. 8). The mas-
sive trash layers that had covered the 
small entrance space seems to have 
filled up quickly with debris contain-
ing not only late Fifth Dynasty and 
early Sixth Dynasty pottery but also 
pieces of copper slag and crucible 
fragments attesting again metallurgi-
cal activity in the area even after the 
abandonment of the structure. 

The architectural features are rather unusual and have no parallels in the currently known ar-
chaeological record. A purely funerary function, such as a mastaba tomb, can also be excluded because 
of the lack of finds that would be typical for mortuary cult activities (i.e., offering and model vessels, 
stone elements such as stelae, or offering table fragments). The cemetery during this same period is 
already attested to the southwest of the tell, more than 150 m from Zone 2. 

Furthermore, it was possible during the excavations in the fall 2016 season to uncover a 1 m 
thick perimeter wall (W 1210) that is located to the south of this building, once again built directly 
on natural sand deposits. This well-built wall also has faces with a slight slope and it runs east–west 
for about 12.5 m along the southern side of the Building 1 (fig. 11). It is then linked on the east to a 
second wall of identical dimensions (W 1170) which runs north–south over a distance of at least 9 m. 
These two long walls were used as a delimitation for a very large space which covers an open area of 
at least 100 sq m on the eastern side of the Building 1, possibly a vast courtyard. The excavation of 
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this outer zone that occupies most of 
the central part of Zone 2 will be the 
focus of next season excavations. The 
area is still marked for the moment 
by a series of small domestic court-
yards which date back to the begin-
ning of the Sixth Dynasty (fig. 9).

THE SOUTHERN 
BUILDING 2 

Another massive mudbrick building 
was discovered in 2016 on the south 
side of perimeter wall W 1210, which 
seems to have separated these two 
large constructions from each other. 
Walls W 1210 and W 1170 thus formed 
the northern and eastern boundar-
ies of this Building 2 complex, which 
also had a large courtyard area to the 
east (fig. 11). No door, nor any direct 
connection to the area of Building 1, 
or any opening to the east has been 
discovered so far. Building 2 is also 
incomplete in its preservation and 
most of its interior, which would 
have stretched towards the west 
has disappeared due to sebbakh dig-
ging. Only the northeastern corner 
of Building 2 has been unearthed 
and its opposite angle to the south is 
still masked by more than 8 m of in 
situ stratigraphy. The northern face 
is preserved on 4.1 m in length and 
its eastern façade stretches along a 
distance of 6.4 m; its preserved eleva-
tion exceeds 1.9 m. Although its brick 

materials and modules are the same, it differs architecturally from Building 1 since its exterior walls 
are less thick (only about 0.9 to 1.0 m in width) and they do not show the same slope but a vertical 
face. No entrance has been identified for the moment. Internal spaces were only briefly explored 
with a test trench that has not yet reached the internal floor level. Nevertheless, the external levels 
show us one more time that this construction was built directly onto the natural Nile sand substra-
tum. It is interesting to note that both of the large Buildings 1 and 2 are also perfectly aligned and 
separated by the same perimeter wall W 1210 that divides the area into two large square spaces. 
They clearly form part to the same construction project and all the components belong to the same 
contemporaneous building complex.

above: Figure 11. General view of ongoing excavations in the central 
part of Zone 2 showing the thick perimeter walls (W 1170 and W 1210) 
which separates the Northern and the Southern buildings and delimited 
their eastern courtyards. Photo by G. Marouard, Tell Edfu Project.
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In fall 2017, the entire exterior of Building 2 was excavated (fig. 12), 
revealing intense cooking activities (bread and maybe beer production) 
and the presence of storage facilities (one granary and multiple large stor-
age jars) mainly associated with several secondary rooms that were gradually 
installed in the vast space that had been marked originally by an open area to 
the eastern side, similar to the open courtyard east of Building 1. During the very 
first phase of occupation, this area was a single open space, which was characterized 
by a thick brown organic layer (animal bedding) with multiple fireplaces and deep trash pits 
often containing complete beer jars and bedja bread molds (fig. 13). 

More importantly, numerous broken clay sealings have been excavated (fig. 14), which were 
mainly found in one of these pits that had been cut into the first phase of occupation when this 
area was still an open courtyard. These sealings show again multiple impressions mentioning the 

above: Figure 12. General view of the courtyard east of 
Southern Building 2, from the south, showing some of the 
smaller walls that were added later to this initially open 
space. Photo by G. Marouard, Tell Edfu Project.

circle inset: Figure 13. Deep trash pit cut into 
the original floor of eastern courtyard Southern 

Building containing complete beer jars and bedja 
bread molds typical for the late Fifth Dynasty.  

Photo by G. Marouard, Tell Edfu Project.
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cartouche and serekh with Horus name of King Djedkare-Isesi (fig. 15), which confirms the 
contemporaneity to the workshop area along the northern side of Zone 2. They also 

suggest that administrative activities formed an important component here. The 
backtypes of the sealings show evidence for papyrus fibers, woodgrain, basket, 

and tissue fiber imprints pertaining to the multitude of commodities (letters, 
boxes, baskets, and bags) that were opened here. The extremely fine imprints 

of the cylinder seals attest to the use of high quality seals that are usually 
associated with activities of high officials in the Memphite region who 
received particular tasks assigned to them by the king. Most interesting 
is the fact that on a large number of sealings a particular group of pros-
pectors is mentioned, the sementiu (fig. 15), in addition to the rare title 
of “Overseer of the Sementiu,” who are usually associated with official 
expeditions and mining activities. As the evidence stands right now, it 
seems that King Djedkare-Isesi might have sent an important official from 
Memphis to Edfu with the task to administer mining expeditions and the 

collection of raw material (gold, copper, and precious stones) in the Eastern 
Desert area. This also fits to Tell Edfu’s strategic location in the Nile valley 

placed near the main access routes and wadis which lead to the Eastern Desert 
and offered a direct access to several major mining sites (Wadi Baramiya) and 

to the Red Sea shore.
More excavations in Zone 2 are certainly necessary to confirm this current 

working hypothesis and the aim for future fieldwork is to find out more about the 
precise function of these late Fifth Dynasty complexes, which belong to the earliest phases 

of occupation in the city’s history so far uncovered at Tell Edfu. The discovery of more than 
200 official sealings and the architectural features exclude a domestic context here. The various 
characteristics that mark both buildings, such as the ex-nihilo construction, the presence of monu-
mental mudbrick architecture, a common perimeter wall, and the adjacent large open courtyards and 
workshops, make the presence of some kind of official and administrative complex the most plausible 
interpretation with regard to their function at this current stage of research. 

left: Figure 14. Broken clay sealings freshly excavated from the open courtyard of 
Southern Building 2. Photo by G. Marouard, Tell Edfu Project. right: Figure 15. Three 
sealings showing the serekh and cartouche of Djedkare-Isesi in addition to the 
sementiu (far right). Photo by N. Moeller, Tell Edfu Project.
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above: Figure 16. General view of the three phases of enclosure walls of the 
early Sixth Dynasty, which enclosed the buildings of the late Fifth Dynasty and 
covered the workshop installation. Photo by G. Marouard, Tell Edfu Project.
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Furthermore, it appears that the two massive mudbrick buildings 
were not leveled or dismantled after their abandonment. Those re-
mained quite important features in the area even after they had fallen 
out of use, which can be seen to the north of Zone 2 by a sequence of 
three phases of massive enclosure walls (fig. 16). The architectural analy-
sis and stratigraphic study of those three successive mudbrick precincts 
have been conducted by Oren Siegel in the context of his current PhD 
research at the University of Chicago. This work permitted to obtain 
more information about the particular construction details of the third 
and second phases, which are characterized by the addition of small 
square buttresses on their exterior faces and by a steep slope for the 
second phase. These elements seem to have served more of symbolic/
decorative purpose of the enclosure walls which had nevertheless no 
real defensive function here. Based on the stratigraphic evidence, these 
early Sixth Dynasty walls clearly post-date the earlier settlement phase 
(they cover the workshop installation along the northern limit of Zone 
2) and seem to have been intentionally avoiding Building 1 by construct-
ing the walls in a peculiar way that makes it turn in several right angles 
towards the north and east. The older structures, Buildings 1 and 2, were 
thus deliberately included inside this newly enclosed area that “faith-
fully” preserved their main orientations. This might further attest to a 
likely symbolic importance for this complex and a close connection to 
the main temple of Horus from the Old Kingdom period cannot be ex-
cluded, traces of which are probably situated right underneath the later 
Ptolemaic temple of Horus that stands only 20 m to the east.

Later, the entire area clearly served as a large open dump, and only 
after official Building 1 and 2 began to be covered up and were no longer 
visible in the urban landscape, the space was gradually colonized by 
various small courtyards whose character is clearly of domestic nature 
(fig. 9). After this radical change in function, it seems that this sector has 
subsequently kept exclusively a domestic purpose for quite a significant 
time from mid-Sixth Dynasty until the early First Intermediate Period. 
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THE EARLY NEW 
KINGDOM SETTLEMENT 

AREA NORTH OF ZONE 1

At the same time as excavations continued 
in Zone 2, a new area of about 1,000 sq m 
has been opened on top of the tell, north 
of the Second Intermediate Period silo 
courtyard and late Middle Kingdom gov-
ernor’s palace previously excavated be-
tween 2006 and 2012 (Zone 1). The work 
mainly consisted in cleaning and prepara-
tion (fig. 17) for a new excavation which 
will be started next season 2018.

This part of the site was previously 
excavated around 1933–34 by M. Alliot for 
the French Institute in Cairo (IFAO). Most 
of the visible walls and granaries in the 
area belong to several Third Intermediate 
Period and Late Period domestic installa-
tions (ca. 800–600 bce), mostly from the 
Twenty-fifth and Twenty-sixth Dynasties 
(fig. 18). Those remains are badly pre-
served today and were not carefully re-
corded. After more than eighty years of 
exposure, many of the walls have already 
collapsed and all are completely discon-
nected from any archaeological context. 
Several rectangular underground silos, 
similar to those previously excavated in 
Zone 1, are still preserved but all have al-
ready been cleared from their filling and 
are now disconnected from their original 
circulation layers and functioning floors. 

A lot of modern trash, unstratified de-
bris, and previous excavation dumps were 
cleared this season in order to re-expose 
those walls and silos with the aim to pre-
pare an accurate mapping operation us-
ing photogrammetry next fall 2018. Many 
of those installations have been built on 
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above: Figure 17. Aerial view of the new early 
New Kingdom settlement area north of Zone 1. 

Photo by G. Marouard, Tell Edfu Project.
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the top of a large settlement phase 
from the early New Kingdom period 
(early and mid-Eighteenth Dynasty) 
which is the main goal of this new 
area. This level, which is character-
ized by well-constructed and very 
thick walls, constitute the extension 
of a large New Kingdom building 
that was partially excavated farther 
south during the 2015 season (OI 
Annual Report 2015, pp. 153–54, fig. 
5). Interpreted as a domestic house 
at first, it could actually be a much 
larger building whose function re-
mains to be determined.

Settlement installations of the 
Eighteenth Dynasty known in urban 
context and excavated at archaeo-
logical tell sites are particularly 
rare. The excavation of this area 
might produce entirely new infor-
mation about Edfu’s history dur-
ing the early New Kingdom period 
which still remains peculiarly si-
lent. A possible relationship of these 
constructions with the synchronous 
large production dumps, which 
completely filled and covered the 
silos courtyard excavated farther 
south, could also bring important 
information and finally a better ar-
chitectural framework for hundreds 
of written accounts on ostraca pre-
viously discovered in Zone 1.

CERAMIC ANALYSIS

We were joined this season by Katarina Arias Kytnarová, an expert for the pottery of the Old 
Kingdom, who is a member of the renowned Czech Institute of Egyptology and Charles University 
excavation project at Abusir, that focuses on the Fifth Dynasty royal necropolis located between 
Giza and Saqqara. She was able to process a large part of the pottery discovered in the Zone 2 
excavations this season (fig. 19) and to build a close comparison for the Fifth and Sixth Dynasty 
pottery from both sites at Abusir and Edfu. It shows many parallels in the shapes and manufac-
turing details; the main difference lies in the fabrics used for the pottery vessels, indicating an 
important local production at Tell Edfu which, however, follows the general morphological types 
of the northern regions of Egypt. 

above: Figure 18. View of the new early New Kingdom area after 
the cleaning operations conducted in 2017 showing the Late 

Period walls and silos excavated by French archeologist M. Alliot 
in 1933–34. Photo by G. Marouard, Tell Edfu Project. far right: 
Figure 19. Zone 2 pottery storage area under study by Katarina 

Arias Kytnarová. Photo by G. Marouard, Tell Edfu Project.
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Aaron de Souza, from the Mac-
quarie University, Sydney, continued 
his study of the Nubian and C-Group 
pottery material excavated during the 
previous seasons in Zone 1, which date 
to the late Second Intermediate Period 
and the early New Kingdom (fig. 20). 
He also studied numerous new pieces 
of Nubian A-Group and possible Eastern 
Desert ware pottery from the late Old 
Kingdom contexts found in Zone 2. The 
presence of these ceramics, especially 
in the contexts presented above and 
dated from the time of King Djedkare-
Isesi, highlights possible contacts and 
exchanges with the populations from 
Eastern Desert regions with whom the 
mining expeditions sent from Edfu had 
to regularly interact.

ARCHAEOBOTANICAL 
AND FAUNAL ANALYSIS

With the support of the FIRE fund 
for innovation and archaeological 
research in Egypt, Claire Newton, an 
archaeobotanist from the University 
of Quebec at Rimousky, was able to 
join us for a first season. She started a 
new study of the plant and organic re-
mains from the Old Kingdom and First 
Intermediate Period settlement phas-
es in Zone 2 and Zone 3. She tested 
several contexts and sorted multiple 
samples from the northern workshop 
area and the eastern courtyard of the 
Southern Building in Zone 2. Organic 

remains (grain, seeds, charcoal) are very well-preserved in general in this area. She noted a relatively 
typical assemblage for pharaonic Nile valley sites in terms of crops, with a clear predominance of 
six-row barley compared to emmer wheat, a point which needs to be clarified. Cereal straw is nearly 
absent and, combined with the fact that barley “ears” are generally present, she hypothesized that 
the grain arrived on site in the form of complete, unthreshed ears harvested by cutting just below 
the ear. Claire also noticed flax seeds, cucumber/melon, or lentils for annual crops. She noted sig-
nificant quantities of wild grasses (setaria, enarthrocarpus) that grow on the banks of the Nile val-
ley and canals. Seeds and leaf fragments of acacia are omnipresent and were probably integrated 
in the assemblages with the fuelwood. She also carried out a preliminary anthracologic study and 
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looked at the charcoal residues and sampled 
the charred construction of wood regularly 
found during excavations.

Sasha Rohret (University of Chicago) 
worked intensely on the analysis and record-
ing of the animal bones from Old Kingdom 
contexts from Zone 2 (fig. 21) in the perspec-
tive of her future PhD research that starts next 
year. Among the more unusual results, she was 
able to recognize some bones from a juvenile 
hippo leg that showed several cut marks. A sig-
nificant portion of fish bones in addition to 
sheep and goat were present as well.

SCIENTIFIC 
COMMUNICATIONS

The project directors gave several lectures 
about recent results at Tell Edfu (put into 
perspective with the OI fieldwork at another 
settlement site at Dendara), in July 2017 at 
the OKAA (Old Kingdom Art and Archaeol-
ogy) conference in Milan and in September 
2017 at the AcrossBorders conference (“From 
Microcosm to Macrocosm: Individual House-
holds and Cities in Ancient Egypt and Nubia”) 
held in Munich. These communications will be 
soon published in two volumes of proceedings. 
Other lectures were given in winter and spring 
2018 at the University of Wisconsin Lacrosse, 
Yale University, and at Columbia University, 
New York. A press release from the Egyptian 
Ministry of Antiquities (MoA) officially an-
nounced in January 2018 the discovery of a 
late Fifth Dynasty settlement quarter at Tell 
Edfu from the time of King Djedkare-Isesi.

above left: Figure 20. 
Nubian and C-Group pottery 
material from Zone 1 under 
study by Aaron De Souza. 
bottom left: Figure 21. 
Sasha Rohret working on 
the analysis and recording 
of the animal bones from 
Old Kingdom contexts 
from Zone 2. Photos by G. 
Marouard, Tell Edfu Project.
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top right: Figure 22. Nadine Moeller analyzing 
the newly discovered Djedkare Isesi clay sealings 

discovered in Zone 2. middle: Figure 23. Small finds 
artist Camille Lemoine drawing a Nubian sherd 
from Zone 1. bottom: Figure 24. Emilie Sarrazin 

using a Artec Space Spider handheld 3-D scanner 
to digitize a clay sealing in three dimensions.  

Photos by G. Marouard, Tell Edfu Project.
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above: Figure 25. Raïs Yasser Mohamed Hassan posing in front of 
the Horus Temple at Edfu. Photo: G. Marouard, Tell Edfu Project.

oi.uchicago.edu



2017–18 ANNUAL REPORT 179

TELL EDFU | PROJECT REPORTS

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The directors and entire Tell Edfu team would like to thank the Edfu inspectorate for their help and 
collaboration this year, especially Susi Samir Labib (chief inspector), Ramadan Hassan Ahmed, Dr. 
Sami and of course Madonna Nashaat Habib Girgis and Amna Yussef Ali Hassan, our two inspectors. 
We would also express our gratitude to Mr. Nasser Salama, former General Director of Aswan and 
Nubian Antiquities Council, and Mohamed Abd el-Moneim, the new General Director of Aswan In-
spectorate. We also express our gratitude to Mary Sadek (ARCE Cairo office) for their help with the 
paperwork and MoA related matters. This 2017 campaign was funded with the support of the Oriental 
Institute and its director, Chris Woods, and the FIRE fund for innovation and archaeological research 
in Egypt. We would like also to thank all of our generous donors and enthusiastic supporters of the 
Tell Edfu Project who have been following our work for many years.

above: Figure 26. The 2017 Tell Edfu Project’s team.
Photo by G. Marouard, Tell Edfu Project.
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overleaf: Divine guardian before a 
netherworld gate as part of BD 146 
from Papyrus Hynes (OIM E25389H, D. 
19871). This photo recently appeared in 
the Book of the Dead: Becoming God 
in Ancient Egypt (Foy Scalf, ed., 2017), 
which was published in conjunction with 
the OI’s special exhibit, Book of the Dead: 
Becoming God in Ancient Egypt. The 
exhibit ran from October 3, 2017 to March 
31, 2018, and was curated by Foy Scalf. It 
included over fifty objects that explored 
what the Book of the Dead was, what it 
was believed to do, how it worked, how 
was it was made, and what happened to 
it. To purchase or download the free PDF 
of the book, visit: https://oi.uchicago.edu/
research/publications/oimp/oimp-39-
book-dead.
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ABBAS ALIZADEH submitted to the publication office the final report of his excavations at 
three urban settlements of Abu Fanduweh, Chogha Do Sar, and Beladiyeh in lowland Susiana in the 
modern province of Khuzestan, southwestern Iran. The results of those excavations, conducted as 
part of the Oriental Institute Iranian Prehistoric Project, have provided a clear history of the devel-
opment of the major types of the fourth millennium bce ceramics for the three important stages of 
socioeconomic and political development of the early state and urbanism in the region.

He is now preparing the manuscript on his excavations of four prehistoric settlements (Tall-e 
Bakun A and B, Tall-e Jari and Tall-e Mushki) in the plain of Persepolis. The latter fieldwork has pro-
vided the hitherto unavailable absolute radiocarbon dates for these key settlements in the region as 
well as stratified sequence of the local pottery and evidence of subsistence economy from ca. 6800 to 
4000 bce. In addition to these works, Alizadeh is working on a manuscript for the Robert and Deborah 
Aliber Persian Gallery and an article on the contributions of Oriental Institute’s archaeologists to 
Iranian archaeology from 1931 to the present.

Alizadeh’s new project is “the Archaeology of Apprenticeship,” in which the processes through 
which craftsmen (primarily potters) learned their crafts are documented using various categories of 
archaeological collections both in the Oriental Institute and the National Museum of Iran. The model 
for this project was provided by the ethnoarchaeological works of M. A. Harding on the contemporary 
potters in southwest of the United States. Alizadeh also plans to travel to Iran to conduct an ethno-
archaeological survey of the modern-day pottery workshops in Hamadan (ancient Ecbatana) and in 
Khuzestan to document the way modern-day potters train their young apprentices.

RICHARD H. BEAL spent much of his time copyediting the final fascicle of the letter Š, which 
was, at the time of writing, just submitted to the Publications Office. More was spent revising the 
entries in the L volume (published in 1979) for inclusion on the electronic e-CHD. This means look-
ing for newly found or newly published references, new studies on the works we have already cited, 
adding new or differently understood meanings, adding dates to texts not previously dated, and 
rearranging the articles in accordance with the way we did things in later volumes.

Toward the beginning of the academic year he gave a lecture on the origins of Hittite, Anatolian, 
and cuneiform studies at the University of Chicago at the 10th International Congress of Hittitology, 
hosted by the Chicago Hittite Dictionary and held at the Oriental Institute the last week of August 
2017. This lecture included information and illustrations from the Oriental Institute and University 
archives and some personal reminiscences. It showed that ancient Near Eastern studies were taught 
at the very founding of the University of Chicago, with founding president William Rainey Harper 
(Hebrew), Robert Francis Harper (Akkadian), Ira Price (Sumerian and Hebrew), George S. Goodspeed 
(history), and Carl Darling Buck (Indo-European linguistics). Texts from Ḫattuša/Boğazköy were first 
taught in classes, soon after the German team published them, by Daniel David Luckenbill, founder of 
the Chicago Assyrian Dictionary. In 1926, Breasted, thinking that the Hittites were the least studied 
of all ancient Near Eastern empires, hired Hans Henning von der Osten to survey Anatolia and to 
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choose a site to excavate in Anatolia. Tales published in von der Osten’s semi-popular reports of each 
season of explorations in the Oriental Institute Communications (OIC) series gave this section of the 
Congress lecture the heading ”When Anatolian Studies Were a Little Too Exciting.” It was amazing 
the amount of pressure to publish that Breasted put on von der Osten and his co-excavator of Alishar 
Höyük, Erich Schmidt, and the rapid series of publications that resulted. Breasted’s intent to found 
an Oriental Institute branch in Ankara and continue excavations after 1932 in Anatolia foundered on 
a shrinking budget due to the Great Depression.

Meanwhile, in 1928 Breasted appointed controversial Swiss/German Hittitologist, Emil Forrer, as 
associate professor of Hittite. Unfortunately for the Oriental Institute, Forrer spent the three years 
of his contract avoiding showing up in America; not surprisingly his contract was not renewed. So in 
1932 the editorial assistant of the CAD, Assyriologist and Hittitologist Arnold Walther, was promoted 
to assistant professor of Hittite and Hittite pedagogy at the Oriental Institute and began in Autumn 
1932 with 9 am classes in OI 318. After Walther’s too-early death, Hittite philology was continued 
through Ignace Gelb, Hans-Gustav Gü̈terbock, Harry Hoffner, to today with Theo van den Hout and 
Petra Goedegebuure. A condensed version of this lecture is scheduled to appear as part of the Oriental 
Institute’s Centennial volume.

In conjunction with the Hittite Congress, together with Oya Topçuoğlu — the CHD’s then-senior 
lexicographic assistant (and now after getting her PhD, a lecturer at Northwestern) — Richard put 
together a condensed version of the lecture to form a temporary exhibit; this exhibit is currently 
installed in the lower level vestibule outside the LaSalle Banks room. He also contributed to discus-
sions over the information to be displayed in the reinstallation of the Museum’s Anatolian gallery.

Richard and his wife, JoAnn Scurlock, are editing the papers from a one-day Midwest American 
Oriental Society conference at St. Mary’s University in Notre Dame, Indiana. The book is tentatively 
entitled What Difference Does Time Make? Ancient, Biblical and Islamic Middle Eastern and Chinese Studies 
Celebrating 100 Years of the Midwest Branch of the American Oriental Society.

In September Richard and JoAnn spent a month on a self-created tour of Iran. As on their previous 
two trips to Iran, they continued to build a photo archive of Iranian monuments and sights. While 
on their second self-planned trip to Iran, they had concentrated on Elamite, Achaemenid, Arsacid, 
and Sassanian rock-reliefs, this trip concentrated on Seljuk, Il-Khanid, and Timurid buildings. As be-
fore, other things were not neglected, such as Qajar houses and bathhouses, ethnographic museums, 
and villages. The highpoint was probably the vertical-axis windmills of Naštifan, perhaps the oldest 
windmills in the world. Our visit made the local newspaper.

ROBERT D. BIGGS continued to serve as co-editor of the series Die babylonisch-assyrische 
Medizin in Texten und Untersuchungen published by De Gruyter in Berlin. He spent much of the 
fall of 2017 reading the manuscripts for volume 9, that has now appeared as Assyrian and Babylonian 
Scholarly Text Catalogues: Medicine, Magic and Divination, edited by Ulrike Steinert. He continues to study 
cuneiform texts, mainly from the Third Dynasty of Ur, from small private and institutional collections.

The most satisfying event this year for FRED M. DONNER was his successful sponsorship of 
Michael C. A. Macdonald for the award of the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters by the 
University of Chicago. Macdonald, who has for decades been the central figure in the study of pre-
Islamic North Arabian inscriptions, was able to come from his home in Oxford to receive his honorary 
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degree at the University convocation in June, at which time he was able to meet numerous colleagues 
from the Oriental Institute and the University and participate in the gala ceremonies associated with 
the award of honorary degrees. Donner is grateful to his colleague Rebecca Hasselbach-Andee and 
others at the University and elsewhere who enthusiastically supported the nomination of Macdonald. 

Besides his usual teaching — with courses on “The Rise of Islam and the Caliphate” and “Read-
ings in Islamic Ritual Law” in autumn quarter and “Introduction to the Middle East” and “Islamic 
Origins” in the spring quarter — Donner spent a good deal of time preparing and giving lectures, 
mostly for specialized audiences. These included: “The Conquests of the Arabian Believers’ Movement 
as Historiographical Concept and Historical Reality” at a conference on the Battle of Yarmuk (636 ce) 
held In Tübingen, Germany, in June; “An Inscriptional Context for the Qur’an?,” delivered at the 2nd 
international conference of the International Qur’anic Studies Association in Tunis, in July; “Das sich 
entwickelnde Bild des frühen Islams und seine Bedeutung für die Geisteswissenschaften,” a plenary 
address to the Islamicists of the Deutsche Morgenländische Gesellschaft at its triennial conference in 
Jena, Germany, in September; “Early Islam and the Community of Believers: Cohesion and its Limits,” 
delivered at a workshop on Religion and Ethnicity held in Vienna, Austria, in January; “The Earliest 
Extant Arabic Letter? Some Problems in Search of a Solution,” plenary lecture for the International 
Society of Arabic Papyrology quadrennial conference, in Berlin, in March; and “New Directions in 
the Study of Islam’s Origins,” the Inaugural Donald M. Little Memorial Lecture at McGill University 
in Montréal, in April. His lecture on “Early Arabic Epistolography” for a workshop on documentary 
typologies in Zürich, Switzerland in January had to be delivered by a colleague when Donner could 
not attend for personal reasons. He also gave a short presentation on “Periodization” at the Early 
Modern graduate workshop at Chicago in April, and in March spent a pleasant week at the University 
of Leiden, Netherlands, participating in workshops on early Islamic history and Arabic papyrology.

Donner served as outside evaluator for tenure or promotion reviews for several universities this 
year, including Duke, Florida State, Ohio State, and The American University of Beirut. He evaluated 
one project proposal for the Union Académique Internationale (Brussels). He reviewed article manu-
scripts for Journal of Near Eastern Studies, Der Islam, al-Qantara (Madrid), Islam and Christian-Muslim Rela-
tions, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies (University of London), and book manuscripts 
for Edinburgh University Press, Macmillan Publishers, and the Oriental Institute. And he chaired the 
Oriental Institute’s search committee for a senior scholar of Ancient Iranian Studies — a search that 
did not result in an appointment this year, but will be continued at some time in the future. 

This year Donner published a major article entitled “Talking About Islam’s Origins” in the Bul-
letin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, and shorter pieces on “The Status of the Jews of 
Khaybar,” “In Memoriam: Günter Lüling (1928–2014),” and “The Maturing of Medieval Islamic and 
Middle Eastern Studies,” in the online journal Al-‘Uṣūr al-Wusṭā: the Bulletin of Middle East Medievalists. 
He has also been engaged in editing for publication the papers from last year’s conference, “Scripts 
and Scripture: Writing and Religion in Arabia, ca. 500–700 c.e.,” which he organized with Professor 
Rebecca Hasselbach-Andee. It has been a busy year!

Donner was pleased to be honored, in January, by being named to the Peter B. Ritzma Professor-
ship at the University. He will be eligible for sabbatical leave next year (2018–19), and was happy to 
receive fellowships in support of work on Arabic papyrology from the American Council of Learned 
Societies and the American Academy in Berlin (the “Berlin Prize”); these will allow him to spend 
January–May of 2019 researching Arabic papyri in the Berlin museums. 
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FRANÇOIS GAUDARD completed his twenty-fourth year as part of the Oriental Institute 
scholarly community. He spent a productive year, including visits to various museum collections 
for research purposes, and he continued to work on his two OI projects: the edition of the Oriental 
Institute Museum funerary shrouds from the Graeco-Roman period and the Mummy Label Database 
(MLD) (see separate report), as well as on several of his own text edition projects.

The OI shrouds revealed more interesting features, such as this unusual writing of the word ḥnḳ.t 
“beer” as    instead of    , the latter being a Graeco-Roman variant of the common spelling  

  (see Wb. III, 169). The sign    , which usually reads as g, is used here with the value ḳ (see, e.g., 
D. KURTH, Einführung ins Ptolemäische: Eine Grammatik mit Zeichenliste und Übungsstücken, Teil 1, Hüt-
zel, 2007, p. 426, no. 24. Note that ḳ and g are also interchangeable: see, e.g., ibid., p. 534, §27), while 
the sign    , which usually reads as nw, is used here with the value n (see, e.g., ibid., p. 428, no. 37). 
Moreover, we are dealing with a permutation of the signs    and    (see, e.g., S. CAUVILLE, Dendara: 
Le fonds hiéroglyphique au temps de Cléopâtre, Paris, 2001, p. 7). 

François kept contacting museums and private collections around the world in order to track lost 
mummy labels and complete the Mummy Label Database. From September 5 to 8, 2017, he attended 
the annual meeting of CIPEG (International Committee for Egyptology), dedicated to “The Role of 
Curators in Museum Research and Exhibits: Tradition, Change, and Looking to the Future,” and held 
at the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. As always, François served as an editorial con-
sultant for Egyptology articles published in the Journal of Near Eastern Studies (JNES) and the Journal of 
the American Research Center in Egypt (JARCE). He has also been working on various articles, including 
the following ones, which have been published, are in press, or are in preparation:

•	 “The Camel as a Sethian Creature.” In Essays for the Library of Seshat: Studies Presented to Janet 
H. Johnson on the Occasion of Her 70th Birthday, edited by Robert K. Ritner, pp. 41–52. Studies 
in Ancient Oriental Civilization 70. Chicago: The Oriental Institute, 2017.

•	 “A Greek-Demotic Mummy Label in the University of Cambridge Museum of Archaeology and 
Anthropology.” In Hieratic, Demotic and Greek Studies and Text Editions. Of Making Many Books 
There is No End: Festschrift in Honour of Sven P. Vleeming, edited by Koenraad Donker van Heel, 
Francisca A. J. Hoogendijk, and Cary J. Martin, pp. 309–13. Papyrologica Lugduno-Batava 34. 
Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2018.

•	 “Funerary Shrouds from Dendera in the Oriental Institute Museum of the University of Chi-
cago, Part I: OIM E4786,” to be published in a Festschrift honoring a colleague (in press).

•	 “Funerary Shrouds from Dendera in the Oriental Institute Museum of the University of Chica-
go, Part II: OIM E4789,” to be published in a Festschrift honoring a colleague (in preparation).

•	 “A Demotic Accounting Text from the Ptolemaic Period” (in preparation).

He also furthered his research on several of his long-term publication projects mentioned in 
earlier annual reports.

Like every member in the Egyptological community, François was stunned and deeply saddened 
by the sudden passing of Eugene Cruz-Uribe on March 12, 2018. As an expert in the study of Early 
Demotic texts, Demotic graffiti, as well as the Hibis temple, Cruz made numerous major contributions 
to the field of Egyptology. Besides being the best colleague, he was also the most loyal friend, always 
so generous, helpful, and inspiring. François will never forget his kindness, good mood, unmistakable 
humor, and, above all, his unfailing friendship, not to mention his knowledge and many scholarly 
skills. Fortunate are those who have known Cruz. He will be sorely missed.
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McGUIRE GIBSON has finished the last of the manuscripts devoted to English translations of 
Iraqi archaeologists’ excavations. Not as elaborate as the Nimrud Queens’ Tombs volume, the pres-
ent work will encompass two separate but connected reports on sites located in the Diyala Region, 
east of Baghdad. The Oriental Institute dug four sites in that area in the 1930s, including Tell Asmar, 
which was ancient Eshnunna. Eshnunna was an important capital of a local dynasty at the time of 
Hammurabi of Babylon and his predecessors. One of the reports in the present volume, by Hussain 
Ali Hamza, records a small site called Muqdadiya, which was a dependency at some periods of Esh-
nunna. The second report, by Salah Rmeidh, is concerned with new excavations carried out by him 
at Tell Asmar itself. This volume is being submitted to the OI editorial office in the next week or two. 
He has already turned his attention, once again to the manuscripts of his own backlog of reports on 
work done at Nippur and elsewhere.

An important event during the past academic year was the conference organized and chaired 
by Gibson at the Neubauer Collegium on May 23–24, 2018. Entitled Long-Term Environmental and 
Social Change in Mesopotamia Integrating Evidence from Ancient Texts, Archaeology, and Natural 
Science, this conference reported on the results of a research grant given by Neubauer to Gibson 
and a group of collaborators in the US, UK, and Iraq. The project included the taking of sediment 
samples in Iraq by Iraqis, coordinating with Mark Altaweel and Stephen Lintner (University of Lon-
don) through Jaafar Jotheri (University of Qadissiya, Iraq). Other sediment samples that had been 
collected and stored in the US by Lintner in the 1970s, when he was part of the Nippur team, were 
also analyzed by Anke Marsh (London), and the combined samples gave great new information on 
environmental conditions in southern Iraq. This information was put into a broader context by the 
work of Dominik Fleitmann (University of Reading), which results in the best environmental record 
ever derived for Iraq over more than 10,000 years. Cuneiform scholars involved in studies of irriga-
tion and land management — Hervé Reculeau (Chicago), Stephanie Rost (NYU), Stephen Cole (North-
western), and Magnus Widell (Liverpool) — presented complementary data, and two specialists in 
the Ottoman period — Isacar Bolanos (Ohio State) and Faisal H. Husain (Georgetown) — showed that 
research within administrative records of any period could give great insights in traditional methods 
and administrative oversight.

PETRA M. GOEDEGEBUURE presented the final results of her work on the rise of split-
ergativity in Hittite as key note speaker at the 29th West Coast Indo-European Conference, Los Angeles 
(The Universal Packagers -ant- and -a-, and Split-Ergativity in the Anatolian Languages). She argues 
that the reorganization of Hittite syntax into a split-ergative system was the result of the reanalysis 
of a morpheme that originally turned masses and collectives into individuals into an ergative case 
marker for neuter nouns. The study of split-ergativity is part of a larger project, Expressing Agency 
and Point of View: The Core Cases in the Ancient Anatolian Languages, 1700–300 bce, awarded an ACLS 
(American Council of Learned Societies) fellowship for academic year 2018–19. Hittite morphology 
and syntax was also addressed in two works in progress (article: “Studies in Hittite Syntax: The Old 
Hittite Genitive on -an and the Local Adverb tapuša ‘alongside’”; conference presentation: “kuit⸗a ‘but 
as for’, Old Hittite Marker of Extra-Clausal Constituents”). 

The latter study will be published in the proceedings of the Xth International Congress of Hit-
titology, held in Chicago, August 28–September 1, 2017. This triennial conference was organized by 
the members of the Chicago Hittite Dictionary Project and the graduate students of the Anatolian 
Studies program. Petra created the conference website, and handled registration and accommoda-
tion, but also almost all correspondence. Together with the students she worked on the program 
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and the book of abstracts. As part of the prepa-
rations for the conference, Petra fulfilled advi-
sory roles for a mini-exhibit in the Henrietta 
Herbolsheimer M.D. Syro-Anatolian gallery of 
the Oriental Institute Museum, connecting ar-
tifacts and dictionary entries; the refurbishing 
of the Alişar case in the Syro-Anatolian gallery; 
and the refurbishing of the writing case in the 
same gallery.

Several manuscripts on a wide variety of 
topics were submitted for publication, are in 
press, or were published. The topics covered 
pure philology (“A New Join to a Hittite Festi-
val of Thunder: KBo 31.183 + KBo 34.185 + KBo 
20.61 (CTH 631’),” N.A.B.U. 2017/2 (juin): 105–
07), the decipherment of two Anatolian hiero-
glyphs that until now could not be read (“The 
Hieroglyphic Luwian Signs *128 (AVIS ‘bird’) = 
wa and *30 = HAPA.” Forthcoming in: Acts of the 
IXth International Congress of Hittitology 2014), his-
tory of religion (“Dynastic, State, and Popular 
Religion in Hittite Anatolia.” Forthcoming in 
Tawny Holm (ed.), Oxford Handbook of Religions 
in the Ancient Near East), and, last but not least, the submitted final volume of the letter Š of the Chicago 
Hittite Dictionary. Among other things, Petra was responsible for the conjunction šu. Petra could show 
that this conjunction, which hitherto was not believed to have a real meaning, marked a cause-effect 
relation, and should be translated as ‘so (that)’ (see further Project Reports). 

The correct dating of texts based on paleography is an important aspect of writing entries for the 
CHD. Petra organized a workshop Hittite Paleography, featuring Craig Melchert, one of the external 
CHD consultants, to share the results of his recent investigations. The workshop led to a better un-
derstanding of which sign forms can be used to date texts.

For GENE GRAGG, the principal research effort during the year has been on the data, and data-
manipulating routines of the Afroasiatic Morphological Archive (AAMA). Preparation for an online 
AfroAsiatic and Semitic Digital Humanities Conference to be held in July has prompted a deeper 
examination of the Afroasiatic (or AfroAsiatic or Afro-Asiatic) scope of the AAMA project, and a re-
examination of the place of a project like this in the context of the current vast expansion of digital 
humanities resources. This motivates a reworking of its current primary web presence (still https://
aama.github.io, now in addition linked with a video demo of the project’s web application). It has been 
possible now for a number of years to download project language-data files and application files, and 
to install an AAMA datastore on individual computers, but it is becoming clear that if AAMA is going 
to be in a position to interface with related digital humanities projects especially involving lexical 
resources, it is now essential to get an AAMA RDF datastore and its web application hosted online.

Hittite Paleography workshop poster.
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ALEKSANDRA HALLMANN joined the Oriental Institute in September 2017 as postdoctoral 
scholar (2017–19) just after finishing her ten-month tenure as a postdoctoral scholar at the American 
Research Center in Egypt, financed by the National Endowment for the Humanities. Her main task was 
to organize the 14th Annual University of Chicago Oriental Institute Seminar, Outward Appearance vs. 
Inward Significance: Addressing Identities through Attire in the Ancient World. The symposium, that 
was held March 1–2, 2018, explored dress studies in the ancient world, searching for cross-cultural 
patterns in dress behavior. The goal of this conference was to construct definition(s) of the clothed 
self and to investigate multiple trajectories of the dress’ role in the construction of various identities 
in the ancient world.

Aleksandra spent November 2017 and March 2018 in Egypt pursuing her fieldwork related to her 
main research interest that is the iconography of Kushite and Saite monuments in the Theban area. 
The fieldwork for the project was conducted in the framework of the Epigraphic Survey of the Oriental 
Institute of the University of Chicago at the temple of Medinet Habu, as well as in the framework of 
the Mission “Osirian Sanctuaries at Karnak” and the Franco-Egyptian Center at the temple of Karnak. 
Her fieldwork was funded by the National Science Centre of Poland in the form of Grant Harmonia 8 
(016/22/M/HS3/00354) for international cooperation between the Institute of Mediterranean and 
Oriental Cultures of the Polish Academy of Sciences (Warsaw) and Institut français d’archéologie 
orientale. The field seasons in Medinet Habu focused on making an extensive documentation of the 
God’s Wife portrayals depicted in their mortuary chapels. The main goal was to conduct a comput-
erized epigraphic survey of the surviving decoration using the photogrammetric software Agisoft 
PhotoScan and to make orthomosiacs of particular scenes that will be used to make digitalized draw-
ings of God’s Wives depictions (see photo).

Aleksandra participated in the 69th Annual Meeting of the American Research Center in Egypt, 
held in April in Tucson, where she presented results of her project “Iconography of God’s Wives: The 
Association between Image and Idea” that she started as an American Research Center in Egypt (ARCE) 
postdoctoral fellow and that she is continuing as postdoctoral scholar at the OI.

Two of Aleksandra’s publications were published this year: “The Osirian Chapels at Karnak: An 
Historical and Art Historical Overview Based on Recent Fieldwork and Studies,” co-authored with 
Laurent Coulon and Frédéric Payraudeau, in Thebes in the First Millennium B.C.: Art and Archaeology of 
the Kushite Period and Beyond, edited by E. Pischikova, J. Budka, and K. Griffin, (GHP Egyptology 27, Lon-
don 2018): pp. 271–93, as 
well as “Tissu en lin peint 
de Sennefer,” in À l’œuvre on 
connaît l’artisan... de Pharaon 
! Un siècle de recherches fran-
çaises à Deir el-Medina (1917–
2017), edited by H. Gaber, L. 
Bazin Rizzo, F. Servajean, 
(SilvanaEditoriale, Milano, 
2017): pp. 92–94.

One of the main foci of 
the academic year was on-
going work on the final ver-
sion of the book manuscript 
based on Aleksandra’s dis-
sertation, which was ac-
cepted to be published by Orthomosaic of the North-West wall of the cella’s corridor of the chapel of Ameniridis 

at Medinet Habu by Aleksandra Hallmann.
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the Oriental Institute. The PhD thesis “The Representation of Private Costume in Egyptian Art from 
the 25th to 31st Dynasty,” was defended in June 2015 at the University of Warsaw, Poland, and won 
the Prime Minister’s Award of Poland for one of the best dissertations of the year.

Aleksandra is currently preparing a paper, “Unwrapping Ancient Egyptian Fashion,” for the fall 
edition of Oriental Institute News & Notes, as well as the chapter “Les divines Adoratrices: parure et 
iconographie” for a book Chanteuses, adoratrices et prêtres d’Amon à Thèbes. Une société égyptienne mille 
ans avant notre ère. Une exposition pour le Musée des Beaux-Arts de Grenoble, en collaboration avec le Musée 
du Louvre, edited by Florence Gombert-Meurice and Frédéric Payraudeau.

This academic year, REBECCA HASSELBACH-ANDEE was involved in organizing a confer-
ence on Akkadian Historical Linguistics at the University of Texas at Austin that convened in March 
2018. The meeting was a successful two-day gathering of international scholars who share an interest 
in Akkadian language and linguistics.

She furthermore presented a couple of lectures at the University of Chicago, one at the Oriental 
Institute’s Connections Seminar series, for which she talked about multilingualism and diglossia in 
the ancient Near East, and the other at the Language Variation and Change workshop organized by 
the Department of Linguistics, where she presented a talk on a morpheme that has been suggested 
to reflect a Proto-Semitic dative marker. Hasselbach-Andee argued that the morpheme is not a case 
but an adverbial marker originally and dismissed the idea of a Proto-Semitic dative-case.

In terms of research, Hasselbach-Andee continued to work on three book projects. Two of these 
are volumes that she is editing, one being A Companion for Ancient Near Eastern Languages for Blackwell 
Wiley, for which she is the sole editor, and the second is the Proceedings of the Conference on Script 
and Scriptures, which she co-organized with Fred Donner last year. Both edited volumes are almost 
completed. In addition, she finished her translation and revision of Josef Tropper’s Ge’ez Grammar, 
the manuscript of which has been submitted to the publisher. 

In addition to these academic tasks, Hasselbach-Andee continued to serve on the Oriental Insti-
tute’s Publications Committee and as associate chair for Graduate Studies for the Department of Near 
Eastern Languages and Civilizations.

During the academic year 2017–18, JANET H. JOHNSON continued work with the Chicago 
Demotic Dictionary (see separate report), the Handbook of Magical Texts Project (directed by Chris 
Faraone and Sofia Torallas-Tovar of the Classics Department and funded by the Neubauer Institute; 
Jan is preparing the translations of the relevant Demotic texts while her student Ariel Singer has 
prepared marvelous integrated transliterations of these texts indicating their use of not only de-
motic script but also hieratic, hieroglyphic, old Coptic, and a cryptic script), and the preparation of 
Women in Ancient Egypt, a Sourcebook, to be published by the Society for Biblical Literature in their 
series “Writings from the Ancient World.” For the latter she has prepared over 150 translations of 
texts written by(?), for, about, or including women from the Old Kingdom into the Ptolemaic Period. 
Each translation is accompanied by background information (date of the text, genre of the text, pro-
venience of the text, etc.) and an analysis of the social and cultural implications of the text for the 
study of women in ancient Egypt. 

She gave a preliminary report on this Sourcebook at the annual meeting of the American Research 
Center in Egypt, inviting colleagues, students, and others to send her the names of texts they would 

oi.uchicago.edu



INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH

2017–18 ANNUAL REPORT 191

like to see included in the volume. She was also able to speak directly with several colleagues who 
work extensively in Egyptian gender studies and has made arrangements for a couple of colleagues 
who teach introductory classes on women or gender in ancient Egypt to test the “workability” of 
the entries before the volume is submitted. During the annual meeting, Jan was also very privileged 
to receive a “Distinguished Service Award” from ARCE (American Research Center in Egypt) for her 
work with the organization over the years, an award of which she is very proud.

Jan remained a member of the OI Policy Committee, served on the Renewal Committee for Assyri-
ologist John Wee, and served as an interviewer for the College for the University of Chicago finalists 
for Fulbright Fellowships. As has become regular, she gave a presentation on “Gender Studies, from 
an Egyptian Perspective” for the new MA students in their introductory course “Approaches to the 
Study of the Ancient Near East.” She was pleased to supervise the work of one undergraduate writing 
a BA paper, one MA student writing her Master’s Thesis, and one student who completed her PhD. In 
addition to students in NELC and Anthropology on whose dissertation committees she continues to 
serve, she is a member of committees for students in both Oslo, Norway, and Leiden, the Netherlands.

This year W. RAYMOND JOHNSON completed his fortieth year working in Egypt, his thirty-
ninth full year working for the Epigraphic Survey in Luxor, and his twenty-first season as Chicago House 
Field director. Ray was very pleased to contribute an article “An Indurated-Limestone Sphinx Fragment 
of Nefertiti in the Luxor Temple Blockyard,” in Essays for the Library of Seshat; Studies Presented to Janet H. 
Johnson on the Occasion of Her 70th Birthday, ed. Robert K. Ritner, SAOC 70 (2018). Ray published more pre-
liminary results of his Amarna Talatat Project this fall with “Fresh Evidence for an Akhenaten/Nefertiti 
Coregency,” in KMT: A Modern Journal of Ancient Egypt 29, no. 1 (spring 2018), 71–76. He also contributed 
his opinion to the current forensic facial reconstruction — and proposed identity — of the mummy of 
the Younger Lady found in KV35 in “Further Thoughts on the Younger Lady Forensic Reconstruction,” 
KMT 29, no. 2 (summer 2018); also Nile Magazine #14 (June–July 2018). He is currently working on “An As-
sessment of the Limestone Talatat Found in the Pennsylvania Talatat Magazine, Karnak: Use and Reuse,” 
in The ARCE Karnak Talatat Magazine Project, editor Jocelyn Gohary (American Research Center in Egypt, 
forthcoming). This summer Ray’s research associate status changed to research associate professor.

During the 2017–18 academic year MORAG M. KERSEL was an Oriental Institute Affiliate with 
the Galilee Prehistory Project (GPP). The summer of 2017 was spent investigating the site of Tel Nes/
Tell Sanjak (see the GPP submission in this report) and working on publishing the excavation of Marj 
Rabba (2009–14) and the Wadi al-Ashert survey (2015). Through these various projects the GPP is ex-
amining the dramatic changes in villages, ritual sites, and mortuary practices during the Chalcolithic 
period (ca. 4500–3600 bce) in the Galilee in Israel. 

Another research focus is the presentation of the past to the public — museum exhibits of ar-
chaeological sites and artifacts. A museum under study is the Museum of the Bible in Washington, DC. 
Kersel’s interest led to an OI Docent book club appearance (alongside Brian Muhs) to discuss Candida 
Moss and Joel Baden’s Bible Nation: The United States of Hobby Lobby (Princeton 2017). During the lively 
meeting about twenty people debated various aspects of the book including the Green family (owners 
of Hobby Lobby) and the Museum of the Bible (funded by the Green family). Vigorous discussion over 
topics included the Green acquisition of thousands of biblical antiquities and the recent forfeiture of 
some of this material in a legal complaint with the excellent title of United States v. Approximately Four 
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Hundred Fifty Ancient Cuneiform Tablets, 
et al. The defendants in this case were 
ancient clay and stone artifacts, prob-
ably originating in Iraq, but labeled as 
“tile samples from Turkey,” which were 
stopped upon entry into the US. The 
docents were surprised by the Green 
family’s use of false declarations on 
the shipping label. Conversation fo-
cused primarily on the Greens/Hobby 
Lobby acquisition of artifacts, although 
the millions of dollars that the Greens 
spent to increase the Bible’s influence 
in the USA caused perhaps even greater 
concern among the OI readers. Every-

one agreed that the investigative reporting by Moss and Baden provided excellent insights into the 
Green’s efforts to modify public schools curriculum to include the Bible. The last half of the book 
club was spent examining the ethical issues surrounding the acquisition and public display of un-
documented artifacts. This rousing examination of a thought-provoking read left people with more 
questions than answers and perhaps a greater awareness of ethical issues related to objects on display. 
The summer issue of News & Notes 238 includes a piece on the myriad rationales for looting archaeo-
logical sites, including the long-entrenched myth of lost gold. As a part of her larger project tracking 
the transnational movement of artifacts (followthepotsproject.org), Morag discusses the hunt for 
gold at archaeological sites and the devastating effects on landscapes, resulting in an incomplete 
understanding of the past. Kersel was a keynote speaker at the University of Michigan/University of 
Witwatersand Mellon Workshop on Decolonizing Sites of Culture in Africa and Beyond, presenting 
“Beyond ‘West Knows Best’: Decolonizing Archaeological Site Protection in the Middle East.” In Janu-
ary, she was elected as an Academic Trustee of the Governing Board of the Archaeological Institute 
of America, the nation’s largest archaeological organization.

GRÉGORY MAROUARD dedicated his eighth year as research associate at the Oriental Insti-
tute to his fieldwork projects in Egypt and academic research, lectures, and publications.

He spent about four months on excavations in Egypt this year. Because of a significant delay in 
the deliverance of the security clearance, his season on the settlement area at Dendara, originally 
scheduled between early September and mid-October 2017, was unfortunately canceled and post-
poned to next fall 2018.

Between mid-October to early December 2017, he conducted as co-director with Nadine Moeller 
the sixteenth season of the Tell Edfu project in Upper Egypt (see Tell Edfu report infra). 

Then, in December 2017 he joined Chicago House and the Epigraphic Survey for about two weeks 
in order to conduct an archaeological evaluation with Nadine Moeller of the remains located outside 
of the precinct of Ramesses III mortuary temple at Medinet Habu. He mainly focused his extensive ex-
ploration on the area of the mortuary temples of Ay and Horemheb, that Uvo Hölscher had excavated 
between November 1930 and spring 1931 but left partially unexcavated. He also focused his obser-
vations on the remains of a settlement from the mid-Eighteenth Dynasty (period of Amenhotep III, 
ca. 1400–1350 bc) that still lie beneath those two buildings. The aim of this operation was also to 

Morag Kersel and Brian Muhs discussing Moss and Baden’s Bible 
Nation: The United States of Hobby Lobby with the OI book club.
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reactivate the former Architectural and Archaeological Survey that Chicago House and the Oriental 
Institute conducted in Medinet Habu area in the late 1920s and early 1930s. The renewal in the coming 
years of this fieldwork program is strongly necessitated in order to face the significant challenges on 
Egyptian heritage and increasing preservation emergencies in this specific part of the Theban West 
bank, for which archeological expertise is essential.

In the course of winter and spring quarters 2018, Grégory joined for a second time Chicago House 
and the Epigraphic Survey in order to conduct a short intervention on the Western High Gate area 
at Medinet Habu (a project piloted since 2014 by Chicago House Egyptologist Jennifer Kimpton). He 
conducted archaeological cleanings on both the southern and northern massive towers of the western 
gate and made numerous architectural observations about the construction techniques and founda-
tion system of this fortified entrance of the Ramesses III mortuary temple.

Then Grégory joined his French colleagues from Paris Sorbonne University and the French In-
stitute in Cairo (IFAO) for the eighth season of excavation at Wadi al-Jarf, the harbor of King Khufu 
on the Red Sea coast. He pursued his work on the workmen barracks area in Zone 5 started in 2016. 
Despite a shorter campaign, this excavation was very successful again and led to the discovery of the 
oldest occupation levels ever discovered at the site, which date back from the reign of King Snofru, 
first ruler of the Fourth Dynasty (ca. 2650–2600 bc) and who is well-known for his three pyramid 
projects at Meidum and Dahshur. It is now possible to confirm the hypothesis that this port, the old-
est in the world so far, was originally founded by Khufu’s father and predecessor.

Since last spring 2018, Grégory is also engaged with Nadine Moeller on a new collaborative project 
between the University of Chicago and Fermilab on the site of the Great Pyramid of Khufu at Giza. This 
ongoing work is also the occasion for an increasing scientific collaboration with the archaeological 
work of the Giza Plateau Mapping Project and AREA team, directed by OI Research Associate Mark 
Lehner (see Giza Plateau Mapping Project and personal report infra).

Grégory worked on multiple fieldwork reports, articles and monographs and gave several lectures 
this year.

Last summer 2017, Grégory submitted a contribution to the fourth volume on the Ayn Sokhna 
excavations (IFAO) at the Red Sea Coast, dedicated to the study of an important deposit of crucibles 
used during the early Middle Kingdom (ca. 2000 bc) for the transformation of copper. He significantly 
progressed in the preparation of the collective publication of eight seasons of excavations at the 
Greco-Roman settlement site at Buto, in Lower Egypt, with a manuscript that will be submitted for 
publication next fall 2018.

After the international conference AcrossBorders: From Microcosm to Macrocosm: Individual 
Households and Cities in Ancient Egypt and Nubia, held in Munich in September 2017, Grégory sub-
mitted with Nadine Moeller an extensive joint article about their recent archaeological work at Tell 
Edfu and Dendara: “The Development of Two Early Urban Centers in Upper Egypt During the 3rd 
Millennium bc: The examples of Edfu and Dendara.” Another contribution about their excavation 
results at both sites has been submitted in June 2018 for the proceedings of the seventh Old Kingdom 
Art and Archaeology (OKAA) Conference held in Milan in July 2017.

Last fall 2017, Grégory published a short overview about his recent discoveries of the Pre- and 
Early Dynastic phases at Dendara in: “Dendara at Its Origins. New Evidence for a Pre- and Early Dy-
nastic Settlement Site in Upper Egypt,” Near Eastern Archaeology 80.3, 166–75. He briefly described 
his results of photogrammetry survey assisted with a drone at Dendara in: “Dendara from another 
Perspective. The Use of Remote Technologies in the Field in Egypt,” OI News & Notes 235, pp. 12–15.

In December 2017, he published with Pierre Tallet a synthetic joint article in German about his 
archaeological work on King Khufu’s harbor on the Red Sea coast: “Der Hafen des Cheops am Wadi 
el-Jarf,” Sokar 35.2, 2017, pp. 14–27.
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In February 2018, Grégory was invited by the Semitic Museum at Harvard and the Harvard Mu-
seum of Science and Culture for a lecture about his archeological work on the Red Sea Coast at Wadi 
al-Jarf. He was also invited to give several lectures at the AIA Chapter at Toledo and at the University 
of Wisconsin-Lacrosse about his recent excavation work on the Red Sea and at Tell Edfu and Dendara.

Late April 2018, Grégory was invited by the Department of Classics at Cornell University to the 
conference Better to Dwell in Your Own Small House: Households of Ptolemaic and Roman Egypt in Con-
text. He gave a lecture related to his research about the “Tower-houses of Hellenistic Period in the Delta 
and Fayum Agglomerations: A Solution to the Urban Pressure within Egyptian Towns and Villages.” 

In collaboration with Pascale Ballet and Sylvie Marchand, Grégory also submitted a joint article 
in French about “Mobiliers et espaces urbains dans l’Egypte Greco-romaine” in the proceedings of 
the international conference Les mobiliers archéologiques dans leur contexte, de la Gaule à l’Orient 
méditerranéen: fonctions et statuts. 

Lastly, at the end of June, he submitted a joint article (for the MDAIK Journal of the German Insti-
tute in Cairo) on the results of extensive statistical survey carried out between 2012 and 2015 on the 
archaeological site at Bouto, in the Western Nile Delta.

CAROL MEYER continued research on the massive corpus of glass from Aqaba. To date she has 
processed all the material from eight and a half out of eleven field seasons by the Oriental Institute 
and the University of Copenhagen for a total of 8,639 database entries or 13,129 sherds, 1,295 inked 
drawings, 67 photographs, and a newly added table of comparanda.

Why spend so much effort on early Islamic glass sherds? For one, after potsherds glass can be 
numerically the most common category of artifacts at Near Eastern sites later than the first century. 
It has the potential to be as useful for dating as ceramics; glass vessels generally have a shorter use 
life than ceramic ones. Until the recent availability of databases, however, the sheer abundance of 
glass sherds prevented study of anything but a few special types. Another problem has been the rela-
tive neglect of Islamic archaeology until fairly recently. The careful excavation and good stratigraphy 
at Aqaba (Umayyad through Fatimid times) can help narrow the dating of glass types from a vague 

range of centuries. A short article in Jour-
nal of Glass Studies 59 (November 2017) on 
a group of early Abbasid glass from Aqaba 
was a first step in this direction. The final, 
large, dated typology of Aqaba glass will 
be a resource for excavators in the region. 
Secondly, glass is a good medium for trade 
studies. Glass vessels were manufactured 
at fewer workshops than pottery, and raw 
glass was produced at even fewer sites. For 
this reason, Laure Dussubieux of the Field 
Museum tested twenty-six examples of a 
distinctive, lead-rich emerald green glass by 
LA-ICP-MS analysis. Emerald green glass is 
found from Tunisia to Denmark to Java, but 
the Aqaba corpus is the largest one studied 
to date and may help determine where the 
raw glass came from. Meyer and Dussubieux Emerald green cup with cut decoration.
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plan to submit the results in another short article to Journal of Glass Studies. Not only goods but also 
ideas are traded — an export of technology. For instance, distillates were important in Islamic medi-
cine and science, and the distribution of glass alembics can indicate where this technique was actually 
practiced. The new comparanda table added to the database will further this study. 

Meyer also reviewed a major manuscript on glass for publication and assisted in the OINE pub-
lication project. Finally, the results of the Bir Umm Fawakhir excavations in Egypt are still being 
disseminated, most recently in e-book format by the Collège de France in French and English 
(https://books.openedition.org/cdf/5185).

In the fall quarter, NADINE MOELLER started chairing the Centennial Committee, which has 
been tasked by Chris Woods with the planning for the Oriental Institute Centennial celebrations 
that will take place in the academic year 2019–20. The committee has since then met several times 
and started working on the fundraising, gala, special events, and lectures in addition to a publica-
tion, which will all be part of the year-long celebrations of the 100 years since the foundation of the 
Oriental Institute. 

She also gave multiple lectures this year presenting the recent research results from the excava-
tions at Tell Edfu and Dendara together with Grégory Marouard, which started with the Old Kingdom 
Art and Archaeology (OKAA) conference at Milan in July. This was also a great opportunity to con-
nect with European colleagues and discuss new research initiatives. She participated as an invited 
speaker in the international conference Across Borders: From Microcosm to Macrocosm: Individual 
Households and Cities in Ancient Egypt and Nubia, organized by Julia Budka (Ludwig Maximilian 
University, Munich). In November, she was invited to speak at the Urban Art and Urban Forum, which 
is part of the Mellon Foundation Sawyer Seminar, on “Dynamics between Urban Space Art: The Role 
of Walls in Ancient Egypt.” This was a stimulating venue since it involved mainly colleagues from 
art history and provided an interesting comparison between ancient and modern art. At the end of 
February, she and Grégory were invited to give a lecture at the University of Wisconsin at La Crosse 
on the recent discoveries at Edfu and Dendara. Later in March, Nadine traveled to the East Coast and 
gave two lectures in New York: one at the Aegean Colloquium at the Institute of Fine Arts on the 
Ahmose Tempest Stele and its implications for the absolute chronology of Egypt in relation to the 
Thera eruption, and a second lecture at Columbia University on the discovery of the Khayan sealings 
at Tell Edfu and the history of the Second Intermediate Period (ca. 1700–1550 bce) in Egypt. The last 
lecture of this academic year Nadine gave was in April at Yale University where she also attended a 
conference on New Perspectives in Environmental History. Towards the end of April, she joined the 
Annual Meeting of the American Research Center (ARCE) at Tucson, Arizona, where she participated 
in multiple meetings in her capacity as a member of the Board of ARCE. 

As far as publications and editing work are concerned, Nadine spent a week in Munich in July 
working with Karen Radner and Daniel Potts on the Oxford History of the Ancient Near East volumes 
which will be published by Oxford University Press. The main task during this meeting involved 
inviting the potential contributors for three of the five volumes. She and Grégory also prepared two 
long articles focusing on the origins of the early cities at Edfu and Dendara for the proceedings of the 
OKAA and Across Borders conferences respectively. The edited volume (together with Irene Forstner-
Müller, Austrian Archaeological Institute, Cairo) on the workshop revising the reign of the Hyksos 
ruler Khayan is finally in press and will be published by early fall 2018.

In terms of archaeological fieldwork, Nadine spent some time in October and December partici-
pating in the ongoing fieldwork at Tell Edfu, even though her time on site was more limited this year 
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because of administrative work that needed to 
be done in Chicago. In December, she carried 
out a first brief survey together with Grégory 
at the mortuary temple of Aye and Horemheb 
in Egypt, which is a concession still held by the 
Oriental Institute. This preliminary survey had 
the aim to get a better idea about the current 
state of the site and its potential for a future 
fieldwork project there that would complement 
Hölscher’s work during the 1930s. 

Early December, Nadine received the good 
news about the award of a new collaborative re-
search project Coping with Changing Climates 
in Early Antiquity: Comparative Approaches 
between Empiricism and Theory, led by Hervé 
Reculeau. This award is part of the research ini-
tiative The Work of the Humanities in a Chang-
ing Climate, which has been promoted by the 
Humanities Without Walls consortium (for fur-
ther details see H. Reculeau, N. Moeller, Coping 
with Changing Climates in Early Antiquity, this 
volume).

And last but not least, in the spring quarter, 
Nadine was officially informed by Robert Zim-
mer, president of the University, and John Boyer, dean of the college, that she had been awarded 
the Llewellyn and Harriet Manchester Quantrell Award for Undergraduate Teaching. This award is 
based on letters of nominations from students. She was also elected interim chair of the Department 
of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations for the next academic year 2018–19 replacing Franklin 
Lewis. In addition, she was offered the position of academic director of the UChicago Paris Center for 
one year (for the academic year of 2019–20), which she was happy to accept.

BRIAN MUHS published one article, “Ancient Egyptian Cuisine,” in the Oriental Institute News 
& Notes 237 (spring 2018), pp. 12–16. He submitted two more articles, namely “Imprisonment, Guar-
antors, and Release on Bail in the Ptolemaic Fayum,” (eds.) Sandra Lippert, Marie-Pierre Chaufray, 
Ivan Guermeur, Vincent Rondot (eds.), in Proceedings of the Conference, ‘Le Fayoum: Archéologie, Histoire, 
Religion,’ held at Campus CNRS, Montpellier France, 26–28 October 2016, pp. 89–99 (Wiesbaden, Harrassow-
itz, to appear in 2018); and “Military Land Allotments in Ancient Egypt,” to appear in Vestnik Drevney 
Istorii, based on a paper presented in 2015. 

Brian gave two lectures illustrating how legal markets for antiquities also threaten cultural 
property, “William Randolph Hearst’s Papyri: Collecting and Commoditizing Cultural Heritage,” at 
CIPEG (International Committee for Egyptology), Chicago, September 5–8, 2017; and “Papyri in Private 
Collections, Afterlife or Second Death? The Case of William Randolph Hearst,” at the 69th Annual 
Meeting of the American Research Center in Egypt, Tucson, Arizona, April 20–22, 2018. He was also 
a respondent at the 2018 OI Postdoctoral Symposium, Outward Appearance vs. Inward Significance: 
Addressing Identities through Attire in the Ancient World, March 1–2, 2018. 

Nadine, awarded the Llewellyn and Harriet Manchester 
Quantrell Award for Undergraduate Teaching.
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Brian collaborated with Foy Scalf on a survey of the Ayer collection of ostraca, which was split 
in 1903 between the Field (Columbian) Museum and the OI (Haskell) Museum, and he used the OI 
portion to teach a course on Demotic ostraca with the assistance of Foy Scalf, and Helen McDonald 
and Susan Allison in Registration. Brian also gave a four-week seminar on “Ancient Egyptian Crimes, 
Petitions and Trials” for the OI Continuing Education program, January 13–February 3, 2018, with both 
in-person and online participants, and he gave a gallery talk on “Shabtis: Servants and Substitutes” 
in the OI Museum Egyptian Gallery on June 7, 2018.

KIERSTEN NEUMANN, in addition to her responsibilities as curator and communications 
associate at the Oriental Institute, continues to do scholarly research grounded in theoretical ap-
proaches to ancient art, with an emphasis on sensory experience with respect to the visual and mate-
rial culture of the ancient Near East. Her primary focus for the past year has been on her book manu-
script that explores how embodied sensory experience acted as a primary contributor to processes of 
ritualization in the Neo-Assyrian temple. Smaller concurrent projects include articles she has written 
for edited volumes and journals slated for publication this calendar year. Among them is a chapter 
on the presentation of offerings to the gods in the Neo-Assyrian temple to be included in a volume 
entitled, Distant Impressions: The Senses in the Ancient Near East, forthcoming from Eisenbrauns. Her 
article on the temples of Nabu at Kalḫu and Dur-Šarrukin, entitled “Reading the Temple of Nabu as a 
Coded Sensory Experience,” was accepted for publication in Iraq, and will appear in this year’s volume 
(80). She is also working on a handbook on the Senses in the Ancient Near East, co-edited with Allison 
Thomason, professor at Southern Illinois University Edwardsville. This volume draws on a three-year 
session at the American Schools of Oriental Research (ASOR) Annual Meeting, entitled “Senses and 
Sensibility in the Near East,” that Kiersten organized and chaired. Additionally, Kiersten continued 
to publish on objects from the OI collections, including News & Notes artifact highlights on a lustrous 
spindle bottle from Çatal Höyük, a wooden statue of the god Anubis, inscribed stone tableware from 
Persepolis, and the cast of the Hammurabi stela.

During the course of the year, Kiersten gave a number of public lectures, including two confer-
ence presentations and four community/campus talks. In November, she chaired the second run of 
the “Senses and Sensibility in the Near East” session at the 2017 ASOR Annual Meeting, in which she 
presented a paper on the tactile experience of the Apadana reliefs at Persepolis; she also continued 
as co-organizer of the “Art Historical Approaches to the Near East” session. In the same month, she 
was invited to give a talk — entitled “Achaemenid Art and Artisans: A Tactile Exploration of the 
Apadana Reliefs at Persepolis”— at the Society of Scholars of Zoroastrianism (SSZ) Conference, hosted 
by FEZANA in Burr Ridge, Illinois. In 2018, she attended her first ICAANE, presenting a paper on the 
sense of time in Assyrian temple construction in a session entitled, “Shaping the Living Space,” at 
the congress’ eleventh annual meeting in Munich. Kiersten also taught an introductory course on an-
cient Near Eastern art and archaeology in fall 2017 as part of the OI’s on-site/online course offerings. 

For JAMES OSBORNE, the most exciting and productive aspect of this past academic year 
was building intellectual and professional bridges with the Aegean world, traditionally the purview 
of the Classics Department at the University of Chicago. Over the past several years James has come to 
realize that the Iron Age culture of Anatolia that he has been studying (which he has begun referring 
to as the Syro-Anatolian Culture Complex, or SACC) had contacts with the pre-classical Aegean world 
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that have not been sufficiently recognized. Knowing that learning more about this phenomenon would 
require considerable background research, James first secured a grant from the Franke Center for the 
Humanities to co-teach a graduate seminar with Catherine Kearns in Classics dedicated to the subject of 
ancient Mediterranean connectivity. This provided the foundation for a two-day conference called The 
Connected Iron Age: Interregional Networks in the Eastern Mediterranean, 900–600 bce. This event was 
funded with a grant from the Loeb Classical Library Foundation, along with support from the Oriental 
Institute. James and his conference co-organizer Jonathan Hall (Classics) invited the world’s leading 
scholars on Mediterranean interregional interaction, all of whom gathered on campus for a remarkable 
two days of robust intellectual exchange. Now the hard part really begins, which is converting this ex-
citing and dynamic event into a published volume. This process will likely take over a year to complete.

Fortunately, the upcoming academic year should provide ample time for research projects, as 
James was awarded a Franke Fellowship that will provide for a full academic year of research leave. 
Besides the Connected Iron Age edited volume, he anticipates that most of that time will be devoted to 
completing his monograph on the Syro-Anatolian Culture Complex, as well as continuing to take steps 
to secure a field research permit from the Turkish Ministry of Culture to allow the Oriental Institute to 
resume archaeological field work on the Anatolian plateau, which has not taken place in many years. 

This year was also a very busy one with speaking events around the world. In the fall James was 
appointed the Kershaw Lecturer by the American Institute of Archaeology, which involved a lecture 
tour to public chapters of the AIA in Montana, Illinois, Nevada, and Iowa. He was also invited to give 
the A. K. Grayson Lecture on Assyrian History and Culture for the Canadian Society for Mesopotamian 
Studies in Toronto, in addition to lectures at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and the University 
of Liverpool. The academic year was rounded off in spectacular fashion with a conference devoted to 
Iron Age Anatolia that took place in Ascona, Switzerland. 

This year, SUSANNE PAULUS was appointed as a faculty fellow at the Franke Institute for the 
Humanities. This fellowship gave her time to focus on her second book project, Approaching Economic 
Life in Kassite Babylonia. She worked on chapters focusing on the barley economy, loans and debts, 
and wealth and money in Babylonia (1350–1150 bce). Her work profited from the interdisciplinary 
discussions and the friendly atmosphere of the Franke Institute.

She presented the results of her research on economic history during an invited lecture at the 
American Schools of Oriental Research (ASOR) Meeting in Boston in a paper titled “Investment, Debt, 
and Slavery.” She also presented her results during the Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale in 
Innsbruck, Austria, at a Kassite workshop which she co-organized with Elena Devecchi (Torino). This 
well-attended workshop focused on studies in Kassite administration and brought together junior 
and senior scholars studying the texts and seals of this oft-neglected period of Babylonian history. 
Together with Tim Clayden (Oxford), she put finishing touches on the proceedings of the first Kas-
site workshop; these studies will be published under the title Studies on Babylonia under the Sealand 
Dynasty and the Kassites and will include her contribution “Turn! Turn! Turn! — An Administrative 
Term with a Legal Connotation.”

Additionally, Susanne further developed her interest in ancient and modern forgeries, publish-
ing a lengthy article in the Journal of Cuneiform Studies, titled “Fraud, Forgery, and Fiction: Is There 
Still Hope for Agum(-kakrime)?” This article revisits whether a potential early Kassite royal inscrip-
tion is a later forgery or not. In this article, she discusses the Agum-kakrime text in the context of 
other Kassite inscriptions only preserved as later copies. She also completed a second article on the 
transmission history of the Cruciform Monument, one of the best-known Mesopotamian forgeries. 
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The results of her ongoing work were presented at the University of Chicago’s Humanities Day and 
in the Ancient Civilizations workshop. 

Together with Kristin Kleber (Amsterdam) and Georg Neumann (Münster/Berlin), she edited a 
Festschrift for her advisor and teacher Hans Neumann, titled Grenzüberschreitungen. Studien zur Kul-
turgeschichte des Alten Orients. 

Finally, she has devoted much time to public engagement and the intellectual life at the OI. She 
gave an OI Member’s Lecture on “Debt, Crime, and Prison — Daily Life in Babylonia ca. 1200 bce,” 
and lectured for a docent training session and the Project Archaeology Leadership Legacy Institute. 
She wrote “Eating like a Babylonian” for the OI News & Notes and gave presentations connected to 
her work with the Tablet Collection. She started several initiatives at the Tablet Collection to better 
document our tablets (see Tablet Collection report).

On sabbatical for the 2017–18 academic year, RICHARD PAYNE worked as a visiting researcher 
in the Department of Archaeology and Ancient History at Uppsala Universitet in Sweden. There he 
continued research and writing for a book, The First Iranians: Religion, Empire, and Ethnicity in Late 
Antiquity, a study of the relationship between empire formation and ethno-genesis and of the role 
of Zoroastrian institutions in providing enduring foundations for a state and its ethno-class. He also 
continued editing two volumes integrating archaeological and historical approaches to the history 
of imperial regimes in Afghanistan and the history of the Huns in Western Asia, respectively: The 
Limits of Empire in Ancient Afghanistan together with the OI’s former director Gil Stein and his graduate 
student Rhyne King; and The Archaeology of the Huns together with the general secretary of the Ger-
man Archaeological Institute Philipp von Rummel. His articles appeared in the following journals and 
books: Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies; Marcelo Campagno, Julian Gallego, and Carlos 
Garcia Mac Gaw (ed.), Capital antes el Capitalismo? Riqueza, Disegualidad y Estado en el Mundo Antiguo 
(Buenos Aires, 2017); and Iris Colditz, Benjamin Jokisch, and Maria Macuch (ed.), Spätantike Rechts-
systeme im Wandel: Rezeption, Transformation und Rekontextualisierung von Rechtsbegriffen (Berlin, 2017).

In February, he traveled to Tehran to receive the World Award for Book of the Year of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran from President Rouhani. During the summer of 2018, he enjoyed, for a second time, a 
visiting fellowship at the German Archaeological Institute in Berlin, taking advantage of the peerless 
library of Russophone archaeology of its Eurasienabteilung. Apart from associated talks in Tehran, 
he gave invited lectures at the Ruhr-Universität in Bochum, the Classical Association Conference 
at the University of South Africa in Pretoria, various seminars at Uppsala Universitet, the Leiden 
Universitet, the University of California at Irvine, the University of New Mexico, and a conference 
on legal pluralism and social change at Princeton University. He also organized a conference at the 
University of Chicago Center in Paris for graduate students from Iranian, European, North American 
institutions working in Iranian history, art history, and archaeology, with the goal of cultivating a 
more collaborative and interdisciplinary culture in the field.

Assistant Professor of Assyriology HERVÉ RECULEAU used his partial research leave for the 
autumn and winter quarters of academic year 2017–18 to complete the writing of his book Flori-
legium Marianum XVI. L’agriculture irriguée à Mari: Essai d’histoire des techniques (Mémoires de NABU 
21), Paris: Sepoa, 2018, which will be published in September 2018 by the Société pour l’Étude du 
Proche-Orient Ancien (http://www.sepoa.fr), one of the venues in charge of the publication of the 
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eighteenth century bce cuneiform archives of Mari (Syria). The book is comprised of two hard-
bound volumes of 315 and 241 pages, respectively. Volume 1 presents a comprehensive study of 
irrigation along the “Banks-of-the-Euphrates” (the ancient name of the kingdom of Mari), with a 
detailed discussion of archaeological and textual evidence for large-scale canals and a systematic 
analysis of irrigation technology and water management (including flood control). Volume 2 of-
fers the edition of sixty-five cuneiform tablets which, together with numerous already published 
documents, serve as the basis for the analyses presented in Volume 1. It is complete with indices, 
tables, and maps. In February–March 2018, Hervé profited of his leave to spend one month at the 
Collège de France in Paris, as part of an ongoing collaboration with Dominique Charpin and his 
team. As a result, this new material will be made available for free on the online database of Old 
Babylonian Archives Archibab (http://www.archibab.fr), in the form of lemmatized editions and 
high-resolution photographs.

Hervé presented his work to the OI volunteers in September 2017 with his lecture “Irrigation, a 
Case Study for Mesopotamian Technology,” and to colleagues and students of the University with his 
presentation on “Mesopotamian Water Technology, Between Texts and Archaeology” at the Ancient 
Civilizations Workshop in February 2018. He took part in May 2018 in the Conference on Long-Term 
Environmental and Social Change in Mesopotamia: Integrating Evidence from Ancient Texts, Ar-
chaeology, and Natural Science, organized by McGuire Gibson at the Neubauer Collegium for Culture 
and Society, with his talk “Adapting Valley Irrigation to a Changing Environment in Middle and Late 
Bronze Age Upper Mesopotamia.” This talk signals a return to Hervé’s long-standing interest in the 
study of social response to climate change in Antiquity, which he also engaged by acting as the prin-
cipal investigator for the collaborative project “Coping with Changing Climates in Early Antiquity: 
Comparative Approaches between Empiricism and Theory” (see Project Reports). In June 2018, Hervé 
participated in a conference in Paris on The Old Babylonian Diyala — Research Since the 1930s and 
Prospects, where he presented a paper on “The Diyala Valley in the early Old Babylonian Period: New 
Evidence from Tell Muqdadiya.”

This year saw the publication of Hervé’s article “On Some Metrological Issues Affecting Yield 
Estimates in Second Millennium bce Upper Mesopotamia,” Journal of Cuneiform Studies 70 (2018): 
87–114 and of his review of A. E. Miglio’s Tribe and State: The Dynamics of International Politics and the 
Reign of Zimri-Lim (GSANE 8, 2014) for the Journal of the American Oriental Society 137/3 (2017): 611–13.

For SETH RICHARDSON, this year marked the start of a new multi-year project called “State 
and Subject in the Ancient World,” with Seth as an associate in partnership with Clifford Ando of 
the University’s Classics Department. The project will investigate the various dialogues of political 
claim and counter-claim that shaped some of the world’s first state societies. A workshop now being 
planned will address such concepts as political identity, personhood, and civil society in the ancient 
Mediterranean world. Richardson’s own near-term invited papers will also contribute towards the 
framing of this project through the 2018–19 year: on Mesopotamian ideas of “strangers” (Charles 
University, Prague, September), concepts of peace (University of Padua, November), personhood and 
animals in the law (Brown University, December), patronage (University of Witten, February), politi-
cal participation (Freie Universität Berlin, February), taxation (Prague again, May), and citizenship 
(University College London, July).

In 2017–18, Seth published two articles, one note, and a book review. The first article is on chang-
ing concepts of distance and imperial knowledge entitled “‘They Heard from a Distance’: The šemû-
rūqu Paradigm in the Late Assyrian Empire” (Journal of Ancient Near Eastern History 4/1–2: 1–33). The 
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second is an essay entitled “The Mesopotamian Citizen Conceptualized: Affect, Speech, and Percep-
tion,” which appeared in a major new comparative history of states entitled State Formations (ed. J. 
Brooke et al. [Cambridge, 2018]). The note appears in Anabasis 8, “A Note on the Name ‘Sinnaces’ and 
Armenian Claims on an Assyrian Royal Background”; the review is of a book about expressions of 
power in Assyrian royal inscriptions for the Bryn Mawr Classical Review (see http://bmcr.brynmawr.
edu/2016/2016-11-06.html). 

Seth gave four papers this year. First was a trip in late June to a MELAMMU conference in 
Blankenheim, Germany, to speak on the correlation between imperial ideology and its different uses 
of concepts of forever and eternality. Next, he attended the annual American Schools of Oriental 
Research (ASOR) conference in Boston, where he spoke on the history of community violence and is-
sues of perception and uncertainty in terrestrial omens. He also gave a brown-bag talk at the Oriental 
Institute about his forthcoming work on Old Babylonian slavery.

His tasks this coming year (beyond the “State and Subject” project) include continuing work on 
projects such as his editions of Old Babylonian tablets; upgrades to and analyses of his personal-names 
index (LOB-PNI); and writing his book about presumptive states. He will also complete individual 
studies of piracy; on omens; and on texts concerning women in economic distress at Sippar. He looks 
forward to the appearance of at least four in-press articles on slavery, political concepts of legitimacy, 
divine emblems, and Sumerian vs. Akkadian ideas about animals, and a feature essay on ASOR’s e-
Newsletter The Ancient Near East Today. He continues also, of course, his work as the Managing Editor 
of the Journal of Near Eastern Studies (see project reports, infra).

For the Oriental Institute’s exhibit catalog Book of the Dead: Becoming God in Ancient Egypt, edited by 
Foy Scalf, ROBERT K. RITNER published the essay “Divinization and Empowerment of the 
Dead” and the entry for the Roman-era “Papyrus of Shemaynefer Inscribed with a Mortuary Com-
pendium,” a text which he is preparing for publication. Ritner’s edited volume Essays for the Library 
of Seshat: Studies Presented to Janet H. Johnson on the Occasion of Her 70th Birthday (SAOC 70) is now at 
the printer and will be published just after the end of this academic year. His contributions to the 
Institute Museum’s Highlights of the Collections of the Oriental Institute Museum, edited by Jean Evans, 
et al., appeared this past December.

Ritner’s articles now in press include the Festschrift contributions “The Origin of Evil in Egyptian 
Theological Speculation,” “The Supposed Earliest Hieroglyphic Mention of Israel (Berlin ÄM 21687): 
A Refutation,” and “The ‘God’ Ptiris and the Curses of Philae,” while a further Festschrift article is in 
preparation on “Jubilating Baboons and the Bes Pantheos.” With Foy Scalf, he is continuing work on 
“P. Michigan Inv. 1444: A Demotic Spell for Sexual Compulsion.” 

For the Oriental Institute symposium Outward Appearance vs. Inward Significance: Addressing 
Identities through Attire in the Ancient World, Ritner delivered the lecture “Clothing as a Marker 
of Ethnic Identity: The Case of the Libyans.” He is currently preparing the text of the talk under the 
same title for the conference publication (OIS 15).

Ritner served on the Board of Governors and as Chicago representative of the American Research 
Center in Egypt. He taught five classes during the year on Middle Egyptian grammar and texts, Egyp-
tian History, Coptic, and Ptolemaic Hieroglyphs. 
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YORKE ROWAN 
continued his two pri-
mary field projects, 
the Galilee Prehistory 
Project (GPP) in Is-
rael and the Eastern 
Badia Archaeological 
Project (EBAP) in the 
Black Desert of eastern 
Jordan. The GPP inves-
tigated Tel Nes (Tell 
es-Sanjak) for a future 
project, discussed in 
the project report on 
the Galilee Prehistory 
Project. Taking a sea-
son off from fieldwork, 
EBAP concentrated on 
analysis and submitting 
several manuscripts for publication. Currently in press, “The 2016 Excavation Season at the Late Neo-
lithic Structure SS-1 on Mesa 7, Black Desert” will appear in Neo-Lithics and is co-authored with team 
members. Also co-authored for the Annual of the Department of Antiquities of Jordan (59) is “Excavation 
of Structure W-80, a Complex Late Neolithic Building at Wisad Pools, Black Desert.” These two pub-
lications represent the two different areas of EBAP: Wisad Pools and Wadi al-Qattafi. An additional 
co-authored journal article in press, “Two Glass Beads from Wisad Pools in the Jordanian Black Des-
ert” discusses two beads found in the Iron Age tomb built on top of the Neolithic structure W-80, to 
be published in the Journal of Glass Studies. A related paper based on our research in the Black Desert 
is “Flamingos in the Desert,” co-authored with A. Wasse and G. Rollefson, submitted for publication 
in Landscapes of Survival: Pastoralist Societies, Rock Art and Literacy in Jordan’s Black Desert, based on a 
conference organized by P. M. M. G. Akkermans and A. al-Jallad held in Leiden. Also submitted and 
currently in press is the co-authored article “Tel Yaqush — An Early Bronze Age Village in the Central 
Jordan Valley, Israel” in the Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research. A larger book project 
was submitted to the Cambridge University Press. Edited with Eric Cline and Assaf Yasur-Landau, The 
Social Archaeology of the Levant: From Prehistory to the Present includes thirty-three chapters, spanning 
the Paleolithic to recent historical periods, but including contributions on the impact of radiocar-
bon dating, object itineraries, and the intersection of the public, museums, and archaeology. Yorke 
took the lead on the introduction to this volume, and contributed his own chapter to the volume, 
“The Spiritual and Social Landscape during the Chalcolithic Period.” Yorke also presented papers at 
professional meetings, including “Droning On: UAV Survey in the Black Desert of Jordan” (with OI 
affiliate Chad Hill) at the annual meeting of the Society for American Archaeology in Washington, 
DC on April 12, 2018, and with Hill and Kersel, “Filling in the Gaps: Fifth Millennium B.C.E. Villages 
in the Galilee” at the Annual Meetings of the American Schools of Oriental Research in Boston on 
November 16, 2017. Also in fall 2017, Yorke and affiliate Morag Kersel led an Oriental Institute trip, 
“Journey to Jordan” that included a desert trek to Maitand’s Mesa (M-4), where the first building 
excavated as part of the OI’s Eastern Badia Archaeological Project is located.

Yorke on tour in Jordan.
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The past academic year was highlighted by the opening of the special exhibit Book of the Dead: 
Becoming God in Ancient Egypt, curated by FOY SCALF, which opened on October 3, 2017. 
Accompanying the publication of the exhibit catalog, the Seminary Coop bookstore held a book 
launch featuring a discussion between Foy and Rita Lucarelli, assistant professor of Egyptology at the 
University of California, Berkeley. Segments from the in-store talk were aired on the Seminary Coop’s 
Open Stacks podcast #25 “Books of the (Un)Dead,” which remains available on the web and in iTunes. 
A second event was held at 57th Street Books to celebrate the closing of the exhibit on March 31, 
2018, at which local writers — organized by Samantha Clark — read from original work inspired by 
the exhibit. The exhibit was well received and included over three dozen curator-led tours by Foy 
for a variety of groups, including University of Chicago Humanities Day, the office of the Provost, 
ARCE (American Research Center in Egypt) Chicago chapter, International Women Associates, the 
Newberry Library, Young Professionals, Field Museum, and many others.

Foy resurrected the series of Oriental Institute cemetery walks by leading groups through not 
only the very famous Egyptian revival tombs at Graceland cemetery, but also the little-known mau-
soleum of the Friedley family in the Naperville Cemetery. The latter features an Egyptian temple 
façade design flanked by two bronze Greco-Roman style sphinxes. The Friedley family formed a metal 
fabrication business with the Voshardt family of Wisconsin, and the Voshardts also have an Egyptian 
revival mausoleum in Two Rivers, WI, which likewise includes a temple façade and sphinxes. Pre-
paring for these walks had the pleasant result of inspiring a new research project tracing Egyptian 
revival elements and their family connections in midwestern cemeteries — research which will be 
supplemented by examining the Harold Allen Egyptomania collection at the Ryerson and Burnham 
Libraries of the Art Institute of Chicago.

Elements of the Book of the Dead exhibit were covered in Foy’s adult education course for fall 
2017, “Hieroglyphica: A History of Egyptology.” He was joined by seventeen students for an eight-week 
overview of the history of the discipline, including a conversation in the special exhibit gallery about 
the history of research on the ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead, as well as a visit to the Special Col-
lections Research Center at Regenstein library to view Renaissance and Enlightenment Era volumes 
about ancient Egypt. In winter, twenty-seven students braved Foy’s sixteen-week course “Intensive 
Sahidic Coptic Grammar.” Students proved so enthusiastic that they requested an additional course 
and fourteen students continued their study in the “Readings in Sahidic Coptic Texts” course for 
spring 2018. For a second year straight, Foy taught at Dominican University in their graduate pro-
gram for Library and Information Science, bringing back the course on “History of the Text: Early 
Books and Manuscripts Up to the Age of the Printing Press.” Finally, he sat in on a course taught 
by Brian Muhs on Demotic Ostraca in spring 2018 for NELC (Department of Near Eastern Languages 
and Civilizations) and assisted in leading students through both published and unpublished Demotic 
ostraca from the OIM, which have been previously cataloged as part of the OIDOO (Oriental Institute 
Demotic Ostraca Online) project.

In addition to editing and authoring various articles for the Book of the Dead exhibit catalog, Foy 
published articles promoting the exhibit in Oriental Institute News & Notes 235 and the 2017–18 issue 
of KMT magazine. Foy continued to collaborate with Brian Muhs and Jackie Jay on their book project 
The Archive of Thotsutmis: An Early Ptolemaic Demotic Archive from Deir el Bahari, which the authors hope 
to submit for publication sometime in 2018. The volume edits nearly fifty Demotic ostraca in the 
OIM collection from the archive of a mortuary worker in the necropolis of early Ptolemaic Thebes 
and contextualizes the importance of the provenance of the ostraca as well as their significance for 
studies of early Ptolemaic Egypt.
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In summer 2017, GIL J. STEIN directed the Oriental Institute’s excavations at the site of Surezha 
on the Erbil Plain in the Kurdistan Region of Northeastern Iraq. This project marks the first OI exca-
vation in Iraq since the Gulf War of 1991. The Surezha excavation results are presented in a separate 
section in this volume.

As principal investigator of the Oriental Institute’s Partnership with the National Museum of Af-
ghanistan (see report in this volume) Gil made three trips to Afghanistan in 2017–18 to assess project 
progress, coordinate with the National Museum director and to work with field director Alejandro 
Gallego Lopez and the Kabul team of registrars, conservators, and consultants. This included work 
on the Hadda Sculptural Restoration Project, and ongoing efforts to identify what objects have been 
looted from the National Museum. Gil is also the principal investigator for two additional grants — 
the “Afghan Heritage Mapping Project” (AHMP) and the “National Museum of Afghanistan Outreach-
Mobile Museum” project.

Gil continued with the working with Belinda Monahan on the publication of the Late Chalcolithic 
Uruk and local Jazira Late Chalcolithic ceramics from his 1992–97 excavations at the fourth millen-
nium bc Uruk Mesopotamian colony site of Hacınebi.

Gil had several publications in the past academic year: 

•	 Stein, Gil J.; Michael T. Fisher; Abdul Hafiz Latify; Najibullah Popal; and Nancy Hatch Dupree, 
editors. 2017. Preserving the Cultural Heritage of Afghanistan: Proceedings of the International 
Conference Held at Kabul University, November 2014. Chicago: The Oriental Institute.

•	 Stein, Gil J. 2017. “International Legal Frameworks to Protect the Archaeological Heritage of 
Afghanistan.” In Preserving the Cultural Heritage of Afghanistan: Proceedings of the International 
Conference held at Kabul University, November 2014, edited by Gil J. Stein, Michael T. Fisher, Abdul 
Hafiz Latify, Najibullah Popal, and Nancy Hatch Dupree, pp. 147–50. Chicago: The Oriental 
Institute.

•	 Stein, Gil J. 2017. “The Oriental Institute Partnership with the National Museum of 
Afghanistan,” Oriental Institute Annual Report 2016–17, pp. 143–50. Chicago: The Oriental 
Institute. 

•	 Stein, Gil J. 2018. “The Roots of Urbanism in Northern Mesopotamia — 2017 Excavations at 
Surezha.” Oriental Institute News & Notes 236: 15–21.

EMILY TEETER continues to work on long-term research projects dealing with material from 
Medinet Habu excavated by the Oriental Institute (1926–33), especially stelae that originated from 
Deir el-Medina. She continues to work with Virginia Davies on a catalog of seals and seal impressions 
from the First Intermediate Period cemetery at Naga ed-Deir. She is also researching the history of 
the Egyptian collection at the Field Museum, and she continues to study the links between that col-
lection, the Oriental Institute Museum, and the Art Institute.

Her essay “The Oriental Institute, Its Museum and Collections” appeared in Highlights of the Col-
lections of the Oriental Institute Museum. She submitted two essays for the Field Museum’s 125th an-
niversary volume and an article dealing with Egypt at the Century of Progress Exposition in Chicago 
in 1933–34 and Lorado Taft’s “Dream Museum” for an upcoming Festschrift. She is working on the 
final edits for a book on the Egyptian collection at the Art Institute of Chicago. Emily also served as 
an outside reviewer for several European scholarly journals.
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Emily consulted on the Field Museum exhibit Interconnections in the Ancient Mediterranean that 
was on view from October 20, 2017, to April 29, 2018, and also on their Mummies show that finally 
returned to Chicago on February 23 following a national tour. 

In January, Emily participated in a panel discussion at the Block Museum, Northwestern Univer-
sity, in conjunction with “Paint the Eyes Softer,” an exhibit of Egyptian mummy portraits. In October, 
she gave a tour in the storage rooms of the Art Institute for members of their Classical Art Society, 
highlighting some of the fascinating things that have been recently discovered about certain objects. 
In February, she gave a lunchtime tour in the Oriental Institute galleries on “Egyptian Lives” showing 
the level of detail that we know about individual Egyptians. 

Emily coordinated the annual meeting of the International Association of Egyptology (CIPEG), a 
working group of ICOM that was held at the Oriental Institute September 5–9. Forty-two people from 
thirteen countries attended the four-day conference presenting papers on Egyptian collections and 
responding to the conference theme The Role of Museum Curators in Research, and Exhibits: Tradi-
tion, Change and Looking into the Future. 

Emily continues to serve on the Board of the American Research Center in Egypt, and she at-
tended its annual meeting in Tucson in April. She continues to be very involved in the local chapter. 
She is also on the Board of the Writings from the Ancient World of the Society of Biblical Literature. 

In October Emily retired from her museum position after twenty-seven years. She remains an 
associate of the Oriental Institute and continues to be very active in the field.

Having enjoyed his sabbatical as a Guggenheim Fellow the year before, THEO van den HOUT 
returned to the usual joys and duties of teaching, research, and committee work that a regular faculty 
job comes with. For his work as chief editor of the Chicago Hittite Dictionary (CHD) see the separate 
report in this annual report. Theo finished the manuscript of his book on A History of Hittite Literacy: 
Writing and Reading in Late Bronze Age Anatolia and submitted it to Cambridge University Press. Hope-
fully, after the usual peer-review, they will accept it for publication.

Theo submitted an article to the Festschrift of a colleague on the Hittite compound arḫa uwe- 
“to come away” as well as a written version of the paper he presented earlier this academic year 
(September 2017) at the conference The Scribal Mind: Textual Criticism in Antiquity, organized at 
the Institute for the Study of the Ancient World (ISAW) in New York. He also submitted a review to 
the Canadian Journal of History.

Particularly exciting he found his work on what is known as one of the most elaborate pieces of 
Hittite art, a silver vessel in the shape of a kneeling stag. Around its body it has a frieze depicting two 
deities and three worshipers. Probably found in the early 1960s and published in 1974, it has been on 
display in the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York since 1983. Because the vessel stems from 
illicit excavations it has no archaeological context, which means that a lot of information has been 
lost. The elegantly shaped cup has two small, round, gold decorations with Anatolian hieroglyphs on 
them that thus far had been taken as “captions” identifying the two deities portrayed. The reading 
and interpretation of the two roundels, however, have always been debated and there is no consensus 
as to their meaning. Theo has now proposed an entirely new interpretation and was able, through 
the generosity of the Met, to study the object up close. The Met also kindly provided two radiographs 
of the roundels confirming his reading. Meanwhile, the Met has accepted his article for the Journal 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, due out at the end of this year. 

Besides the paper read at the conference at the ISAW mentioned above, in March Theo deliv-
ered the keynote lecture at the Workshop on Ancient Near Eastern Royal Ideology, held at Doshisha 
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University, Kyoto, Japan. Earlier, in October he gave a so-called Model Class to the parents of first-
year college students during the Family Weekend at our own University about the silver stag vessel 
and in November an Oriental Institute Museum Gallery Talk on Hittite religious festivals. This past 
April he was invited for a Hittite class and a lecture to Brown University. 

Since last year’s annual report, two entries were published in the Reallexikon der Assyriologie: 
“Ziege. B. Bei den Hethitern” (goat in Hittite sources) in Volume 15, pp. 267–72, and “Zypern. C. Nach 
hethitischen Quellen” (Cyprus in Hittite sources) ibidem, pp. 369–71. 

TASHA VORDERSTRASSE, thanks to the generosity of the American Schools of Oriental 
Research (ASOR), received an ASOR Strange/Midkiff Fellowship to participate in the excavations at 
Komana and Çadır Höyük in Turkey. This project occupied most of summer 2017. The purpose of this 
work was to look at the ceramics from the Middle Byzantine/Seljuk transition in central Turkey, 
which remains an understudied topic. Significant progress was made on the identification of the 
Middle Byzantine period and the transition in the region and comparing it with other parts of Turkey. 
In March 2018, she finished her work on the Antioch lamps at the Princeton Art Museum by visiting 
the museum for a few days.

In fall 2017, Tasha began a new position at the Oriental Institute as University and Continuing 
Education program coordinator (see separate report). She gave an Oriental Institute adult education 
class on the Silk Road to tie in with the Oriental Institute tour of Central Asia (“East Meets West: 
Arts of the Silk Road in Central Asia”) as well as Frank Lloyd Wright’s unrealized plans for Baghdad 
(“Frank Lloyd Wright’s Vision for a Greater Baghdad”). Tasha also participated in Oriental Institute 
events: she gave a talk about Frank Lloyd Wright and Baghdad for the James Henry Breasted Society 
in fall 2017; and she performed music (which she adapted from ancient Greece and Egypt) for the 
Young Professionals event by Foy Scalf on the Book of the Dead which was associated with the Oriental 
Institute special exhibition The Book of the Dead: Becoming God in Ancient Egypt. 

Tasha gave the following lectures: at the Hamazkayin Education and Cultural Society of Chi-
cago in October, “Antoin Sevruguin: An Armenian Photographer in Qajar Iran”; a lecture for the 
14th Annual University of Chicago Oriental Institute Seminar in March, Outward Appearance vs. 
Inward Significance: Addressing Identities through Attire in the Ancient World; and an Oriental 
Institute Gallery Talk in May, “Late Antique Egyptian Textiles in the Oriental Institute Museum.” 
In addition, Tasha and Asa Eger presented their joint talk at the University of Copenhagen in June 
2018, “Gaps or transitions? North Syrian/South Anatolian ceramics in the Early, Middle, and Late 
Islamic periods.” 

The following articles were published this year: H. Friedman, T. Vorderstrasse, R. Mairs, and 
R. Adams, “Fragments of an Arabic Papyrus from Khirbet Hamrā Ifdān.” Arabian Archaeology and 
Epigraphy 28.2 (2017): 1–11; “Qajar Iran between Tradition and Modernity: Late Nineteenth-Century 
Photographs of Antoin Sevruguin.” Oriental Institute News & Notes 236 (2018): 4–10; “Roman Tex-
tiles and Heritage in Syria.” In Cultural Heritage Care and Management: Theory and Practice, ed. C. L. 
Salvatore, 71–82. Rowman & Littlefield: Lanham, Boulder, New York, and London; and “Coins and 
Silk Road: The Oriental Institute Collection of Indo-Greek Coins.” Oriental Institute News & Notes 237 
(2018): 17–19. 
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JOHN Z. WEE is author of the following academic articles and essays in 2017–18: “Pan-as-
tronomical Hermeneutics and the Arts of the Lamentation Priest,” Zeitschrift für Assyriologie und 
Vorderasiatische Archäologie 107.2 (2017): 236–60; “Five Birds, Twelve Rooms, and the Seleucid Game 
of Twenty Squares,” pp. 833–76 in Magic and Medicine in Mesopotamia, edited by S. V. Panayotov and 
L. Vacín (Ancient Magic and Divination; Brill, 2018); as well as “Earthquake and Epilepsy: The Body 
Geologic in the Hippocratic Treatise On the Sacred Disease,” pp. 142–67 in his own edited volume The 
Comparable Body (Studies in Ancient Medicine 49; Brill, 2017). Forthcoming are his Brill monographs 
Knowledge and Rhetoric in Medical Commentary and Mesopotamian Commentaries on the Diagnostic Hand-
book Sa-gig; the essay “Medicine and Healing, Ancient Near East,” in Encyclopedia of the Bible and its 
Reception, Volume 16 (de Gruyter); as well as an invited chapter contribution in a volume on Ancient 
Holisms, edited by C. Thumiger (Cambridge University Press).

In the past year, John presented the following academic lectures and conference papers: “Scho-
lasticism and Technical Writing in Late Babylonian Medical Education” at a Meeting of the History of 
Science Society (Toronto; November 9–12, 2017); and “Ancient Commentaries on the Mesopotamian 
Diagnostic Handbook” at the Ancient Civilizations Workshop of the University of Chicago (May 25, 
2018). His paper on “Epistemics, Curriculum, and Scholasticism in Mesopotamian Commentaries on 
a Handbook of Medical Diagnosis” was accepted for the conference on 5000 Years of Comments: The 
Development of Commentary from Ancient Mesopotamia to the Age of Information at the Center for 
Hellenic Studies, Harvard University (Washington, DC; August 7–10, 2018). In addition, he gave the 
following public lectures: “The Royal Game of Ur from Ancient Mesopotamia” at the 39th Annual 
Humanities Day at the University of Chicago (October 21, 2017); “Stone Ducks: Weights and Measures 
in Ancient Mesopotamia” at an Oriental Institute Lunchtime Gallery Talk at the University of Chi-
cago (December 7, 2017); and a Cornerstone Lecture on “The World’s Oldest Board Game Rules” and 
a Mind-bender Lecture on “Journeys of Ancient Planets” for Renaissance Weekend (Santa Monica; 
February 15–19, 2018).

John was interviewed for Louise Lerner’s article “Eclipse Reflects Sun’s Historic Power: Scholars 
Discuss Phenomenon’s Significance in Science, Culture, Religion” in UChicago News (August 15, 2017). 
He served as moderator for the 9th Annual GradUCon Panel on First Year as Faculty (Humanities/
Social Sciences) (April 6, 2018). For the ongoing renovation of the galleries of the Oriental Institute 
Museum, John will select cuneiform tablets and compose their labels for the display case on Cunei-
form Mathematics and Science.

Jan and DONALD WHITCOMB undertook a mid-summer expedition to Nashville to visit their 
daughter and her husband. The underlying purpose was to witness the solar eclipse, which was indeed 
impressive, sitting in an open field with a hundred or so relaxed observers. This experience was itself 
“eclipsed” (so to speak) by a visit to the Parthenon, a very impressive, full-size replica (though regret-
tably made of cement). The temple became even more impressive within the dark interior with the 
full-size statue of Athena Parthenos, in full polychome and gilt details. Standing over 40 feet high, 
this statue becomes a goddess one might believe in. 

The fall brought the American Schools of Oriental Research (ASOR) meetings in Boston, always 
a fascinating city with not a few Greek revival structures. A special session on Jerusalem, organized 
by Beatrice St. Laurent, was inspiring with her latest recension of the experience of Mu’awiya and 
the early Islamic city. There was also a fine paper by Serenella Manchini on Istakhr ceramics, first 
results of her museum study in the Oriental Institute collection. Other good Islamic papers by Asa 
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Eger and Veronica Morriss showed a continuity of earlier and present Islamic research here. It was 
perhaps a mistake not to give a paper, but Don was torn between the Islamic and Iranian sessions.

During the fall quarter, Don taught the course of Islamic archaeology of Syria-Palestine, what 
he calls Late Levant. It proved to be good preparation for the first season of excavations at Sinnabra, 
better known here as Khirbat al-Karak (see separate report). One might add to mention the debt of 
gratitude for the assistance of Veronica Morriss, an OI graduate student who took a little time to look 
for an Umayyad dock, from which the Umayyad Caliph might have visited nearby Tiberias. Regret-
tably, this new population from Arabia seems not to have invested in Roman-style port facilities.

Later in the spring, Don taught “Problems in Islamic Archaeology,” in which six students produced 
remarkably original and interesting aspects of some Islamic cities. But it was in May that Felicia, their 
daughter, came to help with Jan, who had suffered a stroke, in hospital. The stroke had minor effects 
due to amazing new drugs and she was back at home before Don was in for his second hip replacement. 
Thus these physical complications were a new aspect that ended an interesting school year.

KAREN L. WILSON is pleased that Nippur VI: The Inanna Temple has been accepted by the Ori-
ental Institute Press and will appear in the Oriental Institute Publications series. Nippur VI will be the 
final publication of the OI excavation of the Inanna Temple at the site of Nippur during the late 1950s 
and early 1960s. The authors of the volume are Richard L. Zettler, Karen L. Wilson, Jean M. Evans, and 
Robert D. Biggs with contributions by R. C. Haines and Donald P. Hansen. The series editor is McGuire 
Gibson. The Oriental Institute Publications Office is currently editing and formatting the volume(s).

This past year, Karen also continued to serve as Kish project coordinator and research associate 
at the Field Museum, preparing aspects of the publication of the work of the Joint Field Museum and 
Oxford University Expedition to Kish in 1923–32. She is extremely pleased that the OI Publications 
Committee has agreed to publish the manuscript as a volume in the Oriental Institute Publications 
series. The volume presents the results of a symposium conducted in November 2008 that focused on 
current research and updated excavations at the site. Chapters cover studies of the human remains, 
textual evidence, lithics, animal figurines, seals and stucco, as well as a catalog of the Field Museum 
holdings from Kish and Jamdat Nasr. Karen is currently working on the proofs for the manuscript 
which she received recently from the Publications Office.

Perhaps ILONA ZSOLNAY’s most enjoyable event in this her second year at the Oriental Insti-
tute was the unexpected invitation to present on cuneiform tablets for the Interdisciplinary Archae-
ology Workshop at the OI (November 2, 2017). For this lecture, entitled “The Agency of a Clay Tablet: 
The Effect of Materiality on the Conductivity and Reception of Knowledge,” she arranged a sample 
cart from the OI collection with the assistance of Assyriologist Susanne Paulus and graduate student 
Andy Wilent and displayed digital examples from the Penn Museum collection. Since the talk was 
well attended and garnered considerable enthusiasm, it demonstrated the passion we all share for 
cuneiform tablets both as texts and as material culture.

Zsolnay is pleased to announce the publication of her article “Analyzing Constructs: A Selection 
of Perils, Pitfalls, and Progressions in Interrogating Ancient Near Eastern Gender,” in Studying Gender 
in the Ancient Near East, edited by Saana Svärd and Agnès Garcia Ventura (Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns), 
461–80, and her review “Review: Lion, Brigitte, and Cécile Michel (eds.). The Role of Women in Work 
and Society in the Ancient Near East. Berlin, Boston: de Gruyter,” WZKM 108 (2018), 334–37. In the fall 
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of 2017, she was asked to review T. M. Lemos, Violence and Personhood in Ancient Israelite and Compara-
tive Conflicts (Oxford Press), for the Journal of the American Oriental Society (submitted), and offer peer 
reviews for History of Religions and Journal of the American Academy of Religion.

This spring, Zsolnay thoroughly edited the content of the majority of chapters for the pro-
ceedings of the symposium she arranged last year: Seen Not Heard: Composition, Iconicity, and the 
Classifier Systems of Logosyllabic Scripts. These substantial first drafts, which address iconicity, 
indexicality, ludic writing, and determinatives/classifers in cuneiform (Mesopotamian and Anato-
lian), hieroglyphic (Egyptian and Anatolian), Mesoamerican, and Chinese writing systems, have been 
returned to their authors; Zsolnay has already begun receiving revised versions. She has also been 
researching and writing her own two chapters for Seen Not Heard: “Introduction,” which addresses 
the experiential and performative aspects of writing and classifiers systems, and “Searching for a 
Classifier (or organizational principle): A Selective Diagrammatic Investigation of Sumerian Cities in 
the Uruk IV and III Corpus.”

Also, during this year, as part of her position at the OI, Zsolnay convened two Connections 
Seminars: Susanne Paulus, “Debt in the City,” December 29; Rebecca Hasselbach-Andee, “Speaking 
in “Tongues”: Multilingualism and Diglossia in the Ancient Near East,” February 21; and arranged, 
Donald Whitcomb, May 23 (rescheduled). She also had the opportunity to attend lectures at the OI 
symposia: International Congress of Hittitology, August 28–September 1, and Outward Appearance 
vs. Inward Significance: Addressing Identities through Attire in the Ancient World, March 1–2, in 
addition to numerous members lectures and workshop presentations.

Finally, Zsolnay was invited to give the talk “The Sulky and Abusive Nature of the Gods: Permuta-
tions of Erra and Išum,” in a workshop at the 64th Rencontre Assyriologique International in July in 
Innsbruck, and presentations for two sessions at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting 
in Denver, US, in November: “Beauty and the Priest: Physical Perfection as an Attribute of Priestly 
Masculinity” and “The Mesopotamian God of Pestilence and Ezekiel’s Vision.”
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overleaf: Photo of the entry to the library of the 
temple of Philae (Berlin Philae 856, Königlichen 
Akademie der Wissenschaften). The doorjamb 
inscription labels it as the library of Seshat (the 
goddess of writing) and Isis. The photo was 
recently published in Essays for the Library of 
Seshat: Studies Presented to Janet H. Johnson on 
the Occasion of Her 70th Birthday (2017, Robert K. 
Ritner, ed.), a Festschrift that can be purchased or 
downloaded for free here: https://oi.uchicago.edu/
research/publications/saoc/saoc-70-essays-library-
seshat-studies-presented-janet-h-johnson-occasion.

Translation: It is the library of Seshat the great, 
the mansion of records of Isis. Philae library 
dedication, J. F. Champollion, Notices descriptives, 
1844, Vol. I, p. 193. 
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The past year has seen many updates and changes to existing systems, both on the hardware and 
software side. Most changes had the goal of creating better, safer work conditions for faculty and staff, 
improving support response time or allowing the production of more professional products/videos.

Office 365 Migration
In late summer 2017, all OI members were migrated to Office365 over two waves. This migration came 
with many changes affecting everyday work, most notably the move from the outdated Exchange 
2011 system (known as “XMail”) to Outlook365. Everyone also received access to a much more gen-
erous license, allowing the installation of Office programs (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, etc.) on home 
computers, tablets, and phones.

In a second wave, the programs accessible to all were expanded in May 2018, giving access to a 
few new tools that are designed to improve collaborative group work.

Two-Factor Authentication
In late spring of 2018, the University activated mandatory enrollment in Two-Factor Authentication 
for all staff, faculty, and students. The goal of this change is to minimize the chance of getting one’s 
account compromised, as well as the “inside attack” threat compromised accounts pose to the campus 
community. Guiding members of the OI through this process of change was a major focus for a few 
weeks, with everyone getting accustomed to the raised security measures in the end.

Windows 10 Migration
With Windows 7 reaching its end-of-life in January 2020, I’m actively working on moving as many 
Windows users to the newer operating system. As of summer 2018, 80% of users have been moved 
over, with the remaining 20% expected to be moved by the end of the year.

Symantec Management Console
To increase local computer security, a central management console has been set up in the IT office. 
Going forward, antivirus and firewall programs will report errors to this central unit rather than the 
user having to interpret and/or describe any error messages they might encounter.

Oriental Institute IT Inventory
With a lot of exchanges in the computer infrastructure over the last year, many outdated devices were 
replaced by refurbished or new ones, causing the inventory growth to slow down a bit. In summer 
2018 about 250 devices are listed for support within the building.

Recycling Pickups
Working with IT Services, another three vans full of old electronics were removed from the OI in the 
last year, making sure that outdated or broken electronics do not take up unnecessary storage space 
and/or are resources that are going to waste.
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General Support 
Continual Support for everyone in the building remained a top priority task for the Computer Lab. 
Supporting faculty, staff, and students, 95% of all issues that were brought up were resolved within 
48 hours, 75% within 24 hours. Going forward, the goal is to raise these numbers even further.

The Computer Lab also took care of event IT support for the International Hittite Conference 
and the annual Postdoc Conference at the OI, as well as several Membership lectures and other high-
profile events hosted by or at the OI.

Hybrid Classes / Live-Streaming
Striving for constant improvement in the OI’s Adult Education courses, another big step was made in 
January 2018. Our previous hybrid courses were recorded, and the videos published about twenty-four 
hours later, but starting with Foy Scalf ’s “Intensive Sahidic Coptic Grammar” a switch in configura-
tion and equipment allowed to live-stream the courses to YouTube, allowing real-time interactions 
with off-site course participants. Between January and July 2018, fifty classes were streamed. 

Oral History Project
Due to good feedback on the Oral History Projects of last year, Anne Flannery and Foy Scalf inter-
viewed three more long-term members of the OI: Gil Stein, Janet Johnson, and Carlotta Maher. Each 
was interviewed for little over an hour and the videos will be published on the Oriental Institute 
YouTube Channel in the coming months.

University of Chicago IT Leadership Council Contributions
With an interwoven IT community on campus, cooperation and coordination are key to many tasks 
that would be too big to stem alone. To this end, the IT Leadership Council was founded in summer 
2017 by CIO Cole Camplese, who asked me to be part of this group of IT leaders from all areas of UChi-
cago. Working on several questions in monthly meetings, and serving on workgroups for Office365 
and Site Licensing, I happily contributed to this community while representing the interests of the 
OI on a larger stage.

The above points highlight only a few of the tasks that have been worked on since June 2017; for  
additional details please contact the IT Department directly.
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INTEGRATED DATABASE PROJECT
FOY SCALF

It is difficult to pinpoint an exact start date for the Integrated Database (IDB) Project. According to 
information in the archives of the project, faculty and staff of the Institute met to discuss the idea as 
early as August 1990. In those days, the idea was spearheaded by John Sanders (former research as-
sociate and head of the Oriental Institute Computer Laboratory) and Charles Jones (former research 
associate, bibliographer, and librarian in the Research Archives, now Tombros librarian for classics 
and humanities at Penn Statue University), who had written reports, grants, and outlines throughout 
the 1990s and into the 2000s. The project picked up steam during the directorship of Gil Stein and 
initial planning meetings were begun in 2004, when the project was led by a committee eventually 
headed by Scott Branting (former assistant professor and director of the Center for Middle Eastern 
Landscapes, now assistant professor at the University of Central Florida). It took roughly ten years to 
draft appropriate plans, determine feasibility, and raise funds to launch the project. An important, 
but often overlooked, companion piece was the establishment of the Oriental Institute Archive server 
managed by University of Chicago IT Services. The server allows Institute faculty, staff, and projects 
to store and retrieve digital files in a single server location (i.e., a “cloud”) while the technical details 
for preservation, storage, and backup are professionally managed.

From 2005 through 2008, the IDB committee sent out requests for information to a number of 
software vendors who were invited to give demonstrations of the packages they had to offer. After 
a rigorous vetting process, the committee selected EMu (for “Electronic Museum”) designed by KE 
Software, which has since been acquired by Axiell. An initial acquisition of the client software was 
made possible by a generous capital budget request from the University of Chicago. The project 
officially got up and running when it received a Museums for America grant from the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS) covering the years from 2010 to 2012. This grant allowed for the 
customization of the software and the migration of the first two data silos into the system, consisting 
of the library catalog of the Research Archives and the object catalog of Museum Registration. 
Digitizing the data and integrating it into a modern database platform provided the foundation for 
making public access to this information available for the first time in the Institute’s history. A soft 
launch of the beta version of the Search Our Collections page (https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu) went live 
in December 2012 and an official public announcement went out in January 2013.

Over the last ten years, the staff from across the Oriental Institute has worked diligently to 
build on these foundations. Our efforts have benefited immensely from the continued support of the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services, whose federal funding is a necessity for accomplishing 
this work. Without the funding provided by four successive grants over the course of 2012–2018, 
it is very unlikely that the Oriental Institute would have a public online platform for searching its 
collections. Neither would there be an integrated internal data network for managing the collections 
— a fundamental necessity in the twenty-first century for the ethical and sufficient handling of 
cultural heritage materials. Records in the database (see table 1) represent only one facet of this 
ongoing challenge to organize, track, and record all relevant information about the Oriental Institute’s 
collections.
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PHASE IV 2016–2018

Phase IV of the IDB project was funded 
by an IMLS Museums for America grant 
(MA-30-16-0311), which was commenced 
in October 2016 and will be completed 
in September 2018. As introduced in the 
Annual Report for 2016–17, Phase IV fo-
cused on two major datasets, one from 
the Museum Archives and one from the 
Epigraphic Survey. First, we worked on 
cataloging and digitizing the archival 
materials related to threatened cultural 
heritage sites in Iraq and Syria, particu-

larly Tell es-Sweyhat, Khorsabad, Nippur, Hamoukar, Khafaje, Tell Asmar, Tell Agrab, and Ishchali. Sec-
ond, we wanted to begin the migration of material from the Epigraphic Survey, focusing during Phase 
IV on the incorporation of scans of large format negatives and other archival material.

Over the course of the last two academic years, staff and volunteers in the Museum Archives have 
cataloged all the archival records associated with the above-mentioned sites down to the box level, 
and archival finding aids have been produced. This has resulted in a catalog of the following materials:

•	 Tell es-Sweyhat: 81 boxes, 143 3-ring binders, and 23 notebooks 
•	 Khorsabad: 3 series, 26 boxes, 131 folders, and 195 individual items
•	 Nippur: 56 boxes
•	 Records of the Diyala Expedition (including Khafaje, Tell Asmar, Tell Agrab, and Ishchali): 

149 boxes, 4,994 folders
•	 Epigraphic Survey: 6 series, 79 boxes

In addition, the following material has been digitized and incorporated into our EMu database:

•	 10,000 object registration cards from the excavations at Tell es-Sweyhat
•	 2,000 negatives from the excavations at Khorsabad
•	 5,000 object registration cards, 2,000 object images, 2,000 locus cards, over 1,000 pages of field 

registers, 400 pages of field diaries, 200 drawings, and 450 archaeological and architectural 
plans from the records of the Diyala Expedition

•	 21,500 large format negatives from the Epigraphic Survey

It is important to acknowledge the collaboration of Clemens Reichel and George Sundell from the 
Diyala Project, as well as Ray Johnson, Brett McClain, and Sue Lezon from the Epigraphic Survey, 
in acquiring and incorporating the digital materials related to their projects. Without their help, 
we would have accomplished far less than we were able to with their help. The incorporation of 
this material into the IDB fills important lacunae. The Search Our Collections webpage now serves 
as the only publicly available online portal and catalog to the incredibly valuable negatives and 
photographs from the Epigraphic Survey, covering sites in Egypt over the last one hundred years and 
often documenting features that have since deteriorated or vanished entirely. Likewise, the cataloged 
and digitized material related to threatened cultural heritage sites in Iraq and Syria makes available 
for the first time a treasure trove of documentation that will fuel and inspire a new generation of 
scholarship while simultaneously helping to build, document, and preserve knowledge of these 
world heritage resources that have faced relentless environmental and political threats.

Department Records in EMu Records on Website

Research Archives 540,000 537,726

Museum Registration 276,972 235,478

Photographic Archives 225,000 124,146

Museum Archives 75,554 75,173

Epigraphic Survey 22,026 21,502

CAMEL 20,889 8,869

Museum Conservation 11,000 —

Table 1. Approximate Total Records in the Integrated Database
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As part of the Phase IV grant, we customized and updated our internal EMu client software 
to reflect changes intended to better serve these new collections. In collaboration with Tony 
Lauricella and CAMEL (Center for Ancient Middle Eastern Landscapes) staff, new features have 
been added to an internal module called Sites, which is intended to serve as a comprehensive 
catalog of archaeological sites in the Middle East. Records in the Sites module include geographic 
information system (GIS) data such as longitude and latitude coordinates for each archaeological 
site. Incorporating and integrating this information into the system promises to allow for future 
queries and research based on geographic information, including spatial searches performed 
through a graphic map interface. By drawing a polygon on a map, users could retrieve all records 
in the database — including those from all other departments such as library, collection, and 
archival records — relevant to sites within the polygon. For example, users could find all objects 
in our museum collection through a spatial search on a map or look up all library materials 
(including journal articles and conference proceedings) covering a specific site or set of sites. 
These developments represent incredibly useful tools looking toward future research that expands 
the ways in which our data can be manipulated, queried, and visualized.

In addition to general updates and customizations related to Museum Archives, a major 
component implemented in Phase IV was the Exhibition Objects module. Largely led by Associate 
Registrar Susan Allison and inspired by a presentation by Sharon Grant at a session of Midwestern 
EMu users held at the Field Museum, the Exhibition Objects module was designed to organize and 
record information about the relationship of an individual object to an exhibition. This includes 
data from across the museum about its condition, conservation, preparation, mounts, photography, 
and exhibition labels, among others. The module allows for a “one stop shop” for museum staff in 
exhibition planning to see the most current information about the status of an object as it goes 
through the process of assessment, photography, preparation, and exhibition. Careful thought 
was devoted to design so that individual departments were not burdened with undue excess or 
duplicative work, but rather can incorporate their current protocols and workflows. The module 
will help to streamline how exhibitions are planned and how data are shared among institutional 
partners. Rather than managing individual spreadsheets and emails, updated exhibition data can 
always be found directly in the system and exported to reports as needed.

SEARCH OUR COLLECTIONS (https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu)

The most important development of the academic year for the online public Search Our Collections 
page was the creation of a new departmental tab for the Epigraphic Survey (fig. 1), which has been 
color-coded yellow on the site to distinguish it from the other departmental tabs (Research Archives 
= Blue; Museum Collection = Red; Museum Archives = Orange; Photo Archives = Green; and CAMEL = 
Purple). In January 2018, the tab was launched with 21,502 digitized images from the large format 
negatives collection of the Epigraphic Survey. For the first time, a catalog of these incredibly impor-
tant images has been made available to both scholars and the public. Many of the images document 
material that has either further deteriorated or has disappeared entirely. In addition, many of the 
images have never appeared in any print publication before and therefore the only source remains 
the Epigraphic Survey negatives. These records will certainly stimulate important new research on 
the texts, images, architectural features, and archaeological remains from ancient Egypt that they 
document. The Epigraphic Survey tab will continue to serve as the public portal to the catalog of digi-
tized Epigraphic Survey material and we look forward to expanding the Epigraphic Survey’s publicly 
accessible files as well as creating useful tools for working with them.
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Figures 1–3. top: 
Departmental tab 
for the Epigraphic 
Survey. middle: Google 
Analytics data for 
users of the Search 
Our Collections 
site. bottom: New 
navigation arrows allow 
users to easily skim 
through records.

In June and July of 2017, we 
enabled Google Analytics for the 
Search Our Collections site and we 
can now get a better sense of who is 
using the site and how they are using 
it (fig. 2). In the past year, we’ve had 
nearly 15,000 unique users in over 
34,000 sessions who spent an average 
session duration of over six minutes. 
The audience is international, but 
overwhelmingly American, with 58% 
of users from the US, 5% from the 
United Kingdom, 4% from Germany, 
3% from France, 3% from Canada, 3% 
from Italy, 2% from Egypt, and fewer 
than 2% from over one hundred 
other countries. The vast majority 
of users (over 95%) are primarily 
conducting new searches, details 
views, or revised searches. Popular 
searches were for all items on display 
in various galleries, with the Egyptian 
and Assyrian galleries  topping 
searches for the Mesopotamian 
gallery by two to one. These searches 
appear to be conducted through the 
“Browse Museum Galleries” tool on 
the homepage, which suggests that 
visitors to the museum — including 
perhaps tour groups and students — 
are using the Search Our Collections 
page to learn about the objects on 
display in the galleries either before 
or after they have visited.
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Supporting the conclusion that the site is reaching an audience beyond scholars and academics, 
apart from the homepage and saved records pages, the most popular record viewed continued to 
be the Oriental Institute’s iconic lamassu (https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu/id/10443a90-e395-4a2f-a81f-
75a3b2312c1c), with over 1,200 views during the course of the year. The next three most popular 
records correspond to records accessible from the slideshow of highlights on the home page. This 
suggests that many users are clicking on these image highlights and navigating to their associated 
records. Likewise, the most popular keywords searches are for “Egypt,” “Persepolis,” “Lamassu,” 
“Megiddo,” “Mesopotamia,” “Hammurabi,” and “Book of the Dead.” All of this suggests that the 
collections search reaches far beyond the relatively small body of academic researchers and scholars 
who are its primary audience. For that reason, we are investigating ways to make the resource more 
useful to casual and popular audiences.

To help us improve the functionality of the site, Anne Flannery and Foy Scalf led four focus group 
workshops in the early summer of 2018 with participants from faculty, graduate students, public 
educators, and volunteers. Their feedback has been extremely helpful in planning the next stages and 
upcoming developments for the IDB, including a more visible help link, a user-friendly page of video 
thumbnails for the Wiki instructional page (available on the University of Chicago Wiki site: https://
wiki.uchicago.edu/display/OISOCW/), a more intuitive search for records with associated images, and 
additional views so that users have options for how to display their data. The focus groups, partially 
funded by the IMLS grants, provide us with much needed user perspectives for how the tools are being 
employed and how we can better design the site to help users easily get to the information they want.

Helping users was the focus of several upgrades accomplished over the course of the last academic 
year. One of the major new features is the ability to save records from every department and to 
download the data to a comma separated values (.csv) file. This should aid anyone who wants to work 
directly with the data in another software program, such as Microsoft Excel or Filemaker Pro, and it 
may help to decrease research requests for such data from staff, particularly Museum Registration. 
Paging navigation was added to the details view for each record, enabling users to click through 
individual records in their results list (fig. 3). For the Research Archives, search options and facet 
refinements were added for filtering library records corresponding to material that is online, the type 
of access (open access vs. subscription), and whether the record is for a review of a book as opposed 
to the book itself. For the Museum Collection, display, search, facets, and browse fields were added for 
metadata related to inscriptions, including transliteration and translation of ancient texts. Users will 
find lots of new data to sift through as we fill in those fields over the coming years. They will also find 
a much improved website experience as we incorporate changes based on our focus group feedback.

PHASE V

A grant application was submitted to the Institute of Museum and Library Services in November 
2017 for Phase V of the IDB project, which would cover the years 2018–2020. Phase V is planned as a 
capstone project with two stages. The overall goal of the capstone project is to produce a new digital 
inventory of the Oriental Institute Museum holdings, integrate it with the digital assets of the IDB, 
and distribute it via the public web portal. Such an inventory would: a) establish a twenty-first cen-
tury model for cultural heritage disaster protocols in the Information Age adhering to the highest 
standards of practice; b) increase both data- and image-based access to this unique collection for the 
diverse audiences of the OIM; and c) provide a protocol of visual documentation to mitigate against 
potential loss. In practice, a digital inventory would consist of at least one digital image for every 
object in the museum’s artifact collection. Currently, roughly 50,000 out of 300,000 items have an 
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associated digital image. Phase V would focus on filling the gap by obtaining or producing images 
of as many of the remaining 250,000 objects as possible. Stage 1, from 2018–2020, would focus on 
identification and digitization of object photographs in the museum archives and digitized publica-
tions, providing a digital visual record of an object through archival images. Stage 2, from 2020–2022, 
following the centennial and gallery enhancements project, would focus on born digital imaging of 
the objects in need of digital images after Stage 1, which we estimate will be 175,000–200,000 objects. 
Phase V is the logical culmination and natural progression of the last eight years of work to fully 
expose the collections of the OIM to a worldwide audience.
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ing that information to the public. Our jobs are made so much easier by faculty, staff, students, and 
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the relevant departmental sections of the Annual Report. Without the help of the dozens of people 
participating in the project, we could never have reached the impressive accomplishments we’ve 
made over the last eight years.
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JOURNAL OF NEAR EASTERN STUDIES
SETH RICHARDSON

The Journal of Near Eastern Studies (JNES) published issues 76/2 and 77/1 this past year, covering sub-
jects ranging from Achaemenid Elamite administrative tablets to early Islamic sanctuary systems, 
from Babylonian astronomical schemes to calculate the motion of Jupiter to a new reading for inscrip-
tions in the Dome of the Rock. In all, eighteen original studies appeared along with twenty-five book 
reviews. The 2017 circulation remains above 1,100 subscriptions, with another quarter of a million 
visits to articles online. The University of Chicago Press continues to feature the journal at meetings 
of the American Historical Association (AHA), American Schools of Oriental Research (ASOR), and 
Society of American Archivists (SAA) conferences, among others. As part of the Chicago Emerging 
Nations Initiative (CENI), access to the journal remains available online for free in seventy-five na-
tions where average per-capita income is less than $3,000 per year, including six nations where the 
Oriental Institute has ongoing field research.

The most-viewed article of 2017 was Joel Blecher’s “Revision in the Manuscript Age: New Evidence 
of Early Versions of Ibn Ḥajar’s Fatḥ al-bārī” (April 2017), which the author also treated in a more 
popular forum with a related piece in The Atlantic (“A Newly Discovered Manuscript and Its Lesson 
on Islam,” June 28, 2017, available online). Tracy Spurrier’s article on the tomb of an Assyrian queen 
(“Finding Hama: On the Identification of a Forgotten Queen Buried in the Nimrud Tombs,” April 2017) 
was also featured in the July 8, 2017, edition of USA Today.

At this writing, JNES 77/2 is being proofed for October publication, including articles on unfree 
labor in third-millennium Babylonia, mortgage practices in second millennium Nuzi, and royal 
literature in first millennium Assyria (among many others). The editorial staff remains the same as 
the previous year: Christopher Woods, editor; Seth Richardson, managing editor; Ahmed El Shamsy 
and James Osborne book review editors (modern and ancient, respectively).
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OCHRE DATA SERVICE
MILLER PROSSER and SANDRA SCHLOEN

SWIMMING IN DATA

This year the OCHRE Data Service jumped into the deep end of the pool by embarking on an ambitious 
new project called CEDAR (Critical Editions for Digital Analysis and Research). The CEDAR project 
will use the OCHRE database to analyze multiple versions of a text to determine how it evolved over 
time and to allow users to create a critical text edition.1 The case studies for this massive undertaking 
are the biblical book of Genesis, the Sumerian tale of Gilgamesh, and William Shakespeare’s “The 
Taming of the Shrew.” While these three texts may seem to have nothing in common, each in its own 
right has a complex history. One of the central goals of the project is to demonstrate that the same 
database tools and strategies can be applied to a wide range of texts. By studying the various copies 
of these texts, scholars wish to elucidate the transmission history of the texts, to understand how 
and why they evolved over time, and even to identify observable scribal practices. To achieve these 
research goals in a database environment requires a radical approach to data. In the case of the book 
of Genesis, our researchers wish to understand where manuscripts vary in the most minute vowel or 
accent mark. Therefore, each letter, vowel, accent, and punctuation has to be recorded separately for 
every single manuscript. Only then can manuscripts be compared on this detailed level. 

How do we achieve this result in a research database environment? Time to dive into the pool; 
the “content pool.” To serve as a common backdrop for all texts of Genesis, for example, we developed 
the idea of a content pool. The content pool collects all known textual content of Genesis, including 
all variations from all attested manuscripts. As such, the content pool of Genesis ends up looking 
like a strange collage of Genesis. It does not read through smoothly as a text from beginning to 
end. That is intentional. Apart from the content pool, each attested manuscript of Genesis exists 
in the database as a text. The content of these actual Genesis texts is provided from the content 
pool of Genesis. Readers familiar with the Hebrew text of Genesis will recognize the opening phrase 
as בְּרֵאשִׁית, “In the beginning.” The first consonant is a ּב (bêt). This consonant lives in the content 
pool. However, the very same letter bêt also appears in every other manuscript that attests this first 
word. In the database, we reuse the exact same letter from the content pool to represent the first 
letter of every attested text. This approach may seem overly complicated on its face, but from a 
computational perspective, it allows the database to understand how every manuscript of Genesis 
aligns or diverges. If the letter bêt is shared between two manuscripts, then the computer knows that 
these two manuscripts align at that point. This same alignment strategy then applies to every letter, 
vowel, accent, and punctuation throughout all manuscripts. This is all possible thanks to the content 
pool. The same strategy has been implemented for comparing dozens of copies of the Sumerian tale 
of Gilgamesh and is in the process of being applied to the various preserved copies of “The Taming 
of the Shrew.” In terms of scope and importance, this project has the potential to radically change 
the way manuscript studies are performed.2 

Time to hop out of the pool and dry off for our next major achievement this year. This year, the 
OCHRE Data Service made significant strides in implementing advanced tools for data analytics and 
web publication.3 Many of the projects using the OCHRE database platform have been focused on the 
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important tasks of gathering and curating data. Archaeology projects use OCHRE to record data in 
the field during an excavation, sitting right there at the edge of the excavation area in the hot and 
dry landscape of Turkey, Israel, or Peru capturing data as it is being unearthed. Philology projects 
create and edit editions of texts, create dictionaries, and identify people in the texts. These are all 
long-term tasks. However, now with an accumulation of data and years of work, many projects are 
ready to perform complex analyses and to make their data available online to the world. In this past 
year, the OCHRE Data Service has developed and implemented a number of powerful tools to facilitate 
these tasks. 

First, we integrated the robust open-source statistical tool called R. The R statistical environment 
has been adopted widely in the Humanities and Social Sciences due its easy-to-use analytical libraries. 
With technical support from the University of Chicago Research Computing Center, the OCHRE Data 
Service can now provide access to R statistical libraries, allowing users to send live OCHRE data to an 
R-server to run various analyses, then to receive the results locally.

Two years ago, we reported on the new Geospatially-Enabled OCHRE, or GEO.4 Since then, we 
have added greater functionality to this new tool. This OCHRE feature now allows for the complete 
integration of geospatial data and all other project data. For example, an excavator is able to click 
a spot on a map in OCHRE to indicate the find spot of a newly excavated object. This information 
is stored in the database, allowing the object to be understood in the spatial context of the rest of 
the site. With this new tool, maps and top plans can be created from live data. These maps can be 
viewed right in OCHRE or printed for reference in the excavation field. The entire process becomes 
a powerful system for recording and interpreting archaeological data more fluidly and dynamically 
than previously possible.

Finally, we have implemented the first iteration of an OCHRE API that allows projects to publish 
OCHRE data directly to a traditional website. Thanks to support from the Digital Library Development 
Center at the Regenstein Library, this API provides a stable URL for every item in the database. Every 
letter in every text, every piece of pottery from an excavation, every bibliographic item, and every 
scholarly observation can be published on a website and referenced with a stable web address. In 
layman’s terms, this allows projects to create traditional websites to present and share data that is 
pulled live directly from an OCHRE project. See the following examples:

•	 A Digital Signary of Sumero-Akkadian Signs5  
https://projects.rcc.uchicago.edu/ochre/signary/

•	 Archaic and Classical Coin Hoards of the Ancient Greek World 
https://projects.rcc.uchicago.edu/ochre/OCHRE_HARP/coin-hoard-site/index.html

•	 The OCHRE Coin Hoard App 
https://datacomestolife.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=48a70a51ab
ae4dbdabbc874c06e0c9eb

In other exciting news, Sandra Schloen (OCHRE Data Service manager and OCHRE software 
developer) was selected as winner of a contest to present a user case study at the ESRI developer 
conference. Sandra’s work with ESRI GIS tools is at the cutting edge of GIS and database integration. 
Also, Miller Prosser began a two-year term as a member of the newly formed ORACC Advisory 
Committee. ORACC (Open Richly Annotated Cuneiform Corpus) provides an online publication 
platform for ancient textual corpora. This new relationship will provide valuable opportunities for 
collaboration between ORACC and OCHRE.

In addition to thanking our existing projects, the OCHRE Data Service wishes to acknowledge the 
various new projects that have joined the OCHRE family. This year we are very excited to be working 
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with a number of new projects here at the University of Chicago, including John Novembre’s project 
studying ancient DNA, Alan Kolata’s project seeking to publish materials from his excavations in 
South America, María Cecilia Lozada’s excavations at Corral Redondo in Peru, and Paul Sereno’s 
archaeological and paleontological project at Gobero in Niger. Other new projects this year include the 
excavations at Tel Dan in Israel (Hebrew Union College/Nelson Glueck School of Biblical Archaeology, 
Grand Rapids Theological Seminary, Cornerstone University, UCLA and Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary), at Hippos-Sussita in northern Israel (University of Haifa, Zinman Institute), at Idalian in 
Cyprus (Lycoming College), and a project to produce a digital companion to the forthcoming printed 
excavation report from Tell el-Borg in Egypt (Trinity).6

From pools to publication, the OCHRE Data Service is swimming in data this year!

NOTES

1  A critical edition is a version of a text compiled from multiple attested manuscripts. It presents a version 
of a text that probably never existed. It represents something of a complete idea of the text. Many of the texts 
from the ancient world are only partially preserved, requiring reconstruction from multiple attested documents. 
Other texts show interesting variations that reflect the living history of the text. A critical edition attempts to 
account for these many factors.

2  We wish to acknowledge the hard work of the CEDAR project workers: Sarah Yardney (PhD’17), Joey Cross (PhD 
candidate, NELC), Andrew Wilent (PhD candidate, NELC), Arianna Gass (PhD candidate, English), and Ashleigh 
Cassemere-Stanfield (PhD candidate, English).

3  We wish to acknowledge the contributions of two talented students in the College (now alumnae): Samantha 
Dean (BA’18) and Julia Oran (BA’18).

4  Geographic Information Systems (or GIS) are tools that help represent geographic and spatial data on maps. 
See https://oi.uchicago.edu/sites/oi.uchicago.edu/files/uploads/shared/docs/ar/11-20/15-16/ar2016_OCHRE.pdf.

5  This site also provides a link to a digital list of Gardiner’s Egyptian sign list with graphical tutorials on how 
to draw each sign.

6  We wish to acknowledge the contribution of OCHRE specialist Andrew Wright (MA’17) whose archaeology 
expertise and attention to detail have made it possible to support these many archaeological field projects.
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PUBLICATIONS OFFICE
THOMAS G. URBAN

The full-time staff of the Publications Office remained Thomas G. Urban (thirtieth year), and Charissa 
Johnson (second year). Part-time staff includes assistant editor Rebecca Cain (ninth year) and edito-
rial assistants Ariel Singer and Emily Smith (both in their fourth year), and Alexandra Cornacchia, 
(second year). Alexandra Witsell (second year) contracted to work on The Second Cataract Fortress at 
Dorginarti, by Lisa A. Heidorn (OINE 14); and Excavations at Serra East, by Bruce Williams et al. (OINE 12).

This was another busy year. Twenty-nine publications in print and online, and five others are 
set to be published before the end of the calendar year. Two titles were reprinted. The Annual Report, 
four issues of News & Notes, and the Chicago House Bulletin were published. Copy editing continues with 
museum labels, brochures, lecture series fliers, the monthly Volunteer Voice, and other notices. The 
Publications Office manages the printed material for the Postdoc Seminar, which includes the set 
of guidelines — which are updated by new postdoc fellows — and posters, programs, name badges, 
and miscellanea, as well as the book publishing proceedings from the seminar. A good amount of 
time continues to be spent assisting the Chicago Demotic Dictionary (CDD) and the Chicago Hittite 
Dicitonary (CHD).

SALES

Casemate Academic and Oxbow Books handle the bulk of book distribution for the Oriental Institute. 
A limited number of titles are also available for in-house sales in the Suq museum gift shop. Contact 
information for Casemate Academic and Oxbow Books:

Casemate Academic 				    Oxbow Books
1950 Lawrence Road 				    47 Church Street
Havertown, PA 19083				    Barnsley, S70 2AS UK

Tel. 1.610.853.9131				    +44 (0)1226 734350
Fax 1.610.853.9146				    +44 (0)1226 734438

casemate@casematepublishers.com		  orders@oxbowbooks.com
www.casematepublishers.com			  www.oxbowbooks.com 

ELECTRONIC PUBLICATIONS

The Publications Office continues to upload PDFs of new publications simultaneously with the release 
of corresponding printed titles. Downloads of printed materials remain complimentary. 
To access the complete catalog of Oriental Institute titles, which includes Annual Reports, News & Notes, 
and Chicago House Bulletins, please visit: 

http://oi.uchicago.edu/research/catalog-publications
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NEW TITLES PUBLISHED IN-PRINT AND ONLINE

	 1.	 Book of the Dead: Becoming God in Ancient Egypt. Edited by Foy Scalf. OIMP 39
	 2.	 Highlights of the Collections of the Oriental Institute Museum. Edited by Jean M. Evans, 

Jack Green, and Emily Teeter. Miscellaneous 
	 3.	 The Ritual Landscape at Persepolis: Glyptic Imagery from the Persepolis Fortification and 

Treasury Archives. By Mark B. Garrison. SAOC 72
	 4.	 Preserving the Cultural Heritage of Afghanistan. Proceedings of the International Conference 

Held at Kabul University, November 2014. Edited by Gil J. Stein, Michael T. Fisher, 
Abdul Hafiz Latify, Najibullah Popal, and Nancy Hatch Dupree. Miscellaneous (not 
for purchase)

	 5–6.	 Afghanistan’s Heritage: Restoring Spirit and Stone. Photographs by Robert Nickelsberg. 
Design and Layout by Sharon Okamoto. Edited by Tim McGirk. Two volumes: 
English and Dari. Miscellaneous (not for purchase)
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	 7.	 Essays for the Library of Seshat: Studies Presented to Janet H. Johnson on the Occasion of Her 
70th Birthday. Edited by Robert K. Ritner. SAOC 70

	 8.	 Structures of Power: Law and Gender Across the Ancient Near East and Beyond. Edited by 
Ilan Peled. OIS 12 

	 9.	 Annual Report 2016–2017. Edited by Christopher Woods. Chicago: The Oriental Institute
	 10.	 Chicago House Bulletin 28. Edited by W. Raymond Johnson. CHB 28
	 11–14.	 Oriental Institute News & Notes. Edited by Matthew Welton and assisted by Rebecca 

Cain, Charissa Johnson, and Thomas Urban. NN 235–238. Quarterly
	 15–27.	 Volunteer Voice. Edited by Sue Geshwender et al. Volunteers. Monthly
	 28.	 Conference assistance: The Connected Iron Age: Interregional Networks in the Eastern 

Mediterranean, 900–600 BCE. Organized by Jonathon Hall and James F. Osbourne 
	 29.	 Conference assistance: Outward Appearance vs. Inward Significance: Addressing 

Identities through Attire in the Ancient World. Organized by Aleksandra Hallmann. 
Postdoctoral Seminars 14
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VOLUMES REPRINTED

	 1.	 Visible Language. Edited by Christopher Woods. 2010. OIMP 32 
	 2.	 The Mechanics of Ancient Egyptian Magical Practice. By Robert K. Ritner. 1993. SAOC 54 

VOLUMES IN PREPARATION

	 1.	 Great Hypostyle Hall in the Temple of Amun at Karnak, Volume 2. Translation and Commentary. 
Peter J. Brand, Rosa Erika Feleg, and William J. Murnane†. OIP 142

	 2.	 Excavations in the Plain of Antioch III: Stratigraphy, Pottery, and Small Finds from Chatal Höyük in 
the Amuq Plain. By Marina Pucci, with contributions by John A. Brinkman, Günther Hölbl, 
Theo van den Hout, and Dominique Collon. OIP 146

	 3.	 Where Kingship Descended from Heaven: New Light on Ancient Kish. By Karen L. Wilson and 
Deborah Bekken. OIP 143

	 4.	 Nippur VI: The Inanna Temple. By Richard L. Zettler and Karen L. Wilson, with contributions 
by Jean M. Evans, Robert D. Biggs, Richard C. Haines, Donald P. Hansen, McGuire Gibson, 
James Knudstad, and John C. Sanders. OIP 144

	 5.	 From Sherds to Landscapes: Studies on the Ancient Near East in Honor of McGuire Gibson. Edited 
by Mark Altaweel and Carrie Hritz. SAOC 71

	 6.	 The Sheik’s House at Quseir al-Qadim: Documenting a Thirteenth Century Red Sea Port. By Kath-
erine Strange Burke. OIP 145

	 7.	 Tell Abada: An Ubaid Village in Central Mesopotamia. By Sabah Aboud Jasim. OIP 147
	 8.	 Like ʾIlu Are You Wise: Studies in Northwest Semitic Languages and Literature in Honor of Dennis 

G. Pardee. Edited by H. H. Hardy II, Joseph Lam, and Eric D. Reymond. SAOC 74
 	 9.	 The Second Cataract Fortress of Dorginati. By Lisa Heidorn. OINE 14
	 10.	 Center and Periphery: Archaeology of Politics at Ešnunna. By Clemens Reichel. SAOC 75
	 11.	 Unpublished Bo-Fragments in Transliteration. By Oğuz Soysal. CHDS 3
	 12.	 The Demotic Dictionary of the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. Edited by Janet H. 

Johnson. CDD
	 13.	 The Hittite Dictionary of the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. Edited by Theo van 

den Hout. CHD
	 14.	 Kerkenes Final Reports 2. Excavations at the Palatial Complex. By Geoffrey D. Summers, with 

contributions by Susanne Berndt Ersöz, Ahmet Çinici, Yılmaz Selım Erdal, Evangelia 
Ioannidou-Pişkin, Noël Siver, and Françoise Summers. Introduction by Nicholas D. Cahill 
and summary translated into Turkish by Güzin Eren. OIP 148

	 15.	 Excavations at Serra East, Part 8. By Bruce Williams et al.; OINE 12 
	 16.	 Excavations at Serra East, Part 9. By Bruce Williams et al.; OINE 13
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RESEARCH ARCHIVES
FOY SCALF

In November 2017, Foy Scalf celebrated his ten-year anniversary as head of the Research Archives. It 
is a good time to reflect on these annual reports and the information they provide about the Oriental 
Institute library, its collections, and services. Reports for the last decade have relied on a similar look 
and format, but a few new elements have been added this year and a few of the obsolete elements 
have been removed. We continue to review what information is most useful to our community and 
supporters and adjust our reports accordingly. In each year’s annual report, the head of the Research 
Archives has traditionally offered a short introduction about the current state of the library in a 
wider, often global, context. While thinking about the last ten years in the library and reflecting on 
its history for the OI’s upcoming centennial next year, it has become clear how important the library 
is to the Institute’s and University’s missions and how dedicated its staff members have been to 
fulfilling those missions with the resources available to them. Johanne Vindenas and Charles Jones 
often come to mind. Not only did they work through good and bad fiscal times to build the Oriental 
Institute and Research Archives into what it is today, but they also strived to expand what it offers 
and preserve its collections for future generations.

A recent event well illustrates the current political climate facing libraries, archives, and mu-
seums, while simultaneously highlighting issues of economics and preservation. In July of 2019, a 
professor of economics at Long Island University published an opinion piece with Forbes entitled 
“Amazon Should Replace Local Libraries to Save Taxpayers Money.” It unleashed massive outrage 
and a Twitter-storm backlash in response, which readers can review by looking up the hashtag 
#WeNeedLibraries. As many of the dissenters demonstrated, the piece showcased some fundamental 
misunderstandings of what libraries do, what they are for, who they serve, how they work, their 
social benefits, and their economic advantages. Of course, the attack on one of the most cherished, 
and unquestionably beneficial, American social institutions — the public library system, which is so 
incredibly important across any measurable spectrum, from literacy rates to inclusivity to community 
organization to childhood education — did not arise in a vacuum. The FY 2018 budget request to Con-
gress included a $23 million-dollar line item to close the Institute for Museum and Library Services, 
one of the most important federal funding sources for libraries, archives, and museums, and a direct 
funder of the Oriental Institute’s Integrated Database project (the organization actually received an 
increase in funding for the end of FY 2018, but FY 2019 remains in question). Similar measures are 
being suggested at local levels across the nation where claims routinely call for more “efficiency” 
through “consolidation” of museum and library positions. Sometimes such “shared services” can 
actually result in the same or increased quality of service at the same or reduced costs; however, 
often these efforts increase costs to the public and/or reduce quality of service. It is interesting to 
see how often arts, museums, libraries, and humanities are the focus of such measures.

However, there is another aspect of this event that requires attention. After the backlash, Forbes 
deleted the opinion piece from their website. A Google search now brings up pages and pages of com-
mentary with links sending readers to a 404 error where the story once existed. Now, one of the only 
places to access the article is through the Internet Archive’s Wayback Machine, which makes attempts 
at archiving web content, and, which is, ironically, supported by federal funding from institutions 
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such as the Institute of Museum and Library Services, National Endowment for the Humanities, and 
the National Science Foundation. While many see any response by Forbes to the public pressure as a 
positive outcome, removing this opinion piece from the web is just as likely to drive its goals behind 
closed doors than open them up for debate. It would be easy to make extreme comparisons to Winston 
Smith in Orwell’s 1984, whose job it was to edit the historical record so that it conformed to political 
propaganda, but another aspect to raise is the question of how digital tools will affect the twenty-first 
century’s formation and codification of knowledge. Our scientific, scholarly, and academic pursuits 
have been largely built on a process of falsification; we point to a hypothesis, raise evidence against 
it, and if deemed accurate, discard the old hypothesis. Yet, in an age of digital publication, it would 
be theoretically possible to simply “update” one’s publications (or remove obsolete ones) to reflect 
newer evidence, but this would break the information chain weaving together scholarship and leave 
many references in the literature orphaned to inaccurate or nonexistent sources. There are many 
ways to ensure that doesn’t happen, but such concerns also illuminate the importance of writing 
and print technology to the legacy of scientific achievement. It is one of the reasons our library, and 
its associated disciplines, is so committed to print. Many of our volumes do not exist on Amazon in 
digital editions, largely because many e-book formats have not been designed with the academic in 
mind (try citing a page number in an e-book that repaginates depending on the size of the text!). 
How all these intertwined questions are addressed over the next seventy-five years will have lasting 
effects and substantial implications for our shared human endeavor.

ACQUISITIONS

The Research Archives acquired 933 volumes in 372 accession lots of printed materials during the 
2017–18 academic year (see table 1); 258 of these accessions came in via purchase, 114 through gifts, 

and 48 through exchanges. 
Almost one-half of these 
volumes consisted of addi-
tions to serial publications 
(402 volumes) and nearly 
one-third contributed to 
new journal issues (343 
volumes). The remainder 
consisted of monographs 
(183 volumes) and theses 
(3 volumes). The average 
cost of each accessioned 
invoice was $250 with an 
average of four volumes 
purchased on each in-
voice, suggesting that the 
average price per volume 
purchase was just over 
$60. In preservation ef-
forts, 556 volumes were 
sent for binding with HF 
Group in April.

Month Number of  
Accession Lots

Monographs,  
Series, Pamphlets

Journals Total  
Volumes

July 2017 28 33 19 52

August 2017 30 42 65 107

September 2017 24 61 19 80

October 2017 20 31 41 72

November 2017 28 40 50 90

December 2017 38 69 7 76

January 2018 38 52 30 82

February 2018 33 42 35 77

March 2018 37 84 13 97

April 2018 39 44 32 76

May 2018 44 62 21 83

June 2018 13 30 11 41

Totals 372 590 343

Total Volumes 933

Table 1. Research Archives Acquisitions July 2016–June 2017
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ONLINE CATALOG

In 2017–18, the library staff and volunteers 
worked together to create over 10,000 new re-
cords in the library’s catalog within the EMu 
database platform that powers the Oriental In-
stitute’s Integrated Database. Every volume ac-
quired by the library is analyzed according to its 
contents and any section that has an attributed 
independent author is analyzed for our catalog. 
This includes all conference proceedings, Fest-
schriften, and encyclopedias. In addition to the 
general bibliographic data captured for standard 
library purposes, we also catalog abbreviations 
and abstracts, all of which are searchable through 
the online catalog (https://oi-idb.uchicago.edu). 
These data are publicly accessible so that users 
can select and download information in a variety 
of formats — including comma separated values, 
CSL JSON, EndNote, and simple text — for use in 
software applications of their choosing.

Analyzing the individually authored content 
from newly acquired volumes results in many 
more database records than overall volumes in 
the library. The library holds over 66,000 indi-
vidual volumes, but the database contains over 
545,000 individual records. Predictably, articles 
account for the vast majority of these records 
(470,000 records), but these records are among 
the most useful for researchers as they are not 
typically indexed in other library systems (al-
though articles are indexed on third party plat-
forms such as JSTOR and are more frequently 
being integrated with library catalogs). With the 
download feature, users can import such records 
into their own bibliographies and software ap-
plications. These data expand the usefulness and 
purpose of the tool beyond that of a library cata-
log. On the one hand, the information provided 
tells users what is in the library and where to 
find it — a typical and necessary resource for any 
catalog. On the other hand, analyzing individual 
articles and reviews, along with their abstracts, 
provides a more comprehensive index to ancient 
Near East studies that empowers efficient, user-
driven research.

Year No. of Catalog 
Records Added

Total No. of 
Catalog Records

2017–18 10,000 545,000

2016–17 10,000 535,000

2015–16 15,000 525,000

2014–15 20,000 510,000

2013–14 30,000 490,000

2012–13 40,000 460,000

2011–12 30,000 420,000

2010–11 30,000 390,000

2009–10 40,000 360,000

2008–09 63,000 320,000

2007–08 62,000 257,000

2006–07 28,000 195,000

Table 2. Catalog Records

Type Total No. of Records 

Total Volumes 66,451

Monographs 16,455

Monograph Sections 65,852

Series 1,521

Series Volumes 20,633

Series Volume Sections 89,032

Journals 1,013

Journal Volumes 28,341

Journal Volume Articles 314,765

Thesis 1,022

Pamphlets 2531

Reviews 118,941

Festschriften (Volumes) 608

Digital Invoice Records 1,484

Digital Cover Art Records 7,153

Adobe PDF 24,788

Table 3. Research Archives Analytics
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Through Google Analytics, we are now able to examine how users access our catalog information. 
We hope that over time this analysis will provide insights for how to better develop and improve the 
tools available to users. Over the course of the year, 42% of users looked at detail views of individual 
records, 42% conducted new searches, 14% used the revise search function, 1.4% used the search 
within results tool, 0.56% came to the site from a direct link, and 0.4% used the saved citations func-
tion. Currently it is clear that new searches for keywords are by far the most common searches. It is 
not always possible to tell if users are looking for library materials as popular keyword searches for 
“Egypt,” “Persepolis,” “Lamassu,” “Megiddo,” “Hammurabi,” and “Book of the Dead” will find results 
in every department. Keywords searches across all collections represent 30% of all user activity on 
the site. Queries where users have specified to search only the Research Archives catalog represent 
roughly 8.6% (8,723 events) of the total searches (101,357 events) for the year (versus 5.5% for the Mu-
seum Collection, 4.3% for the Photo Archives, 0.4% for the Museum Archives, and 0.36% for CAMEL). 
When users restricted their search to the Research Archives, far and away the most common searches 
were for keywords (3,950 events) and for authors’ names (3,337 events). Some of the most common 
search terms mimic the general keywords searches, including “Persepolis,” “Bronze Age Collapse,” 
“Hammurabi,” “Dagger,” “Hittite Warfare,” and “Egypt.” This type of information will provide a 
welcome and useful foundation to inform future development.

RESOURCES ON THE WEB

The online catalog remains the primary resource for the distribution of information about content 
related to the study of the ancient Near East. The catalog includes records for various websites and 
other online resources. The Research Archives maintains a limited set of open access online resources 
available from its webpage (https://oi.uchicago.edu/research/research-archives-library).

Introduction & Guide
https://oi.uchicago.edu/sites/oi.uchicago.edu/files/uploads/shared/docs/research_archives_
introduction%26guide.pdf 
An updated introduction and guide to the Research Archives contains a brief history, a guide to the 
Research Archives collection, and instructions for using the online catalog.

Acquisitions Lists
https://oi.uchicago.edu/research/research-archives-library/acquisitions-lists-research-archives 
The acquisitions reports of the Research Archives are distributed in Adobe Portable Document For-
mat (PDF) on a monthly basis. This process has been active and continuative since September 2007.

Annual Reports
https://oi.uchicago.edu/research/research-archives-library/research-archives-annual-reports 
Annual Reports for the Research Archives are available from 1969–2014.

Oriental Institute Staff Newsletter
https://oi.uchicago.edu/research/research-archives-library/oriental-institute-staff-newsletter 
From February 1998 until March 2005 an Oriental Institute Staff Newsletter was circulated among 
faculty, staff, students, and the wider academic community. In the interest of preservation, remain-
ing copies of the newsletter have been scanned and archived online.
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Dissertations
https://oi.uchicago.edu/research/research-archives-library/dissertations 
With the permission of the authors, the Research Archives provides access to Adobe Portable Docu-
ment Format (PDF) copies of dissertations completed in the Department of Near Eastern Languages 
and Civilizations of the University of Chicago.

Dissertation Proposals
https://oi.uchicago.edu/research/research-archives-library/dissertations/dissertation-proposals 
With the permission of the authors, the Research Archives provides access to Adobe Portable Docu-
ment Format (PDF) copies of dissertation proposals completed in the Department of Near Eastern 
Languages and Civilizations of the University of Chicago.

Adopt-a-Book Campaign
https://oi.uchicago.edu/research/research-archives-library/adopt-book-campaign 
The Research Archives has launched an “Adopt-a-Book” campaign in order to increase support for 
the Research Archives. Donors are recognized through personalized book plates made in their honor 
and placed in volumes of their choosing.

Social Media Sites
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Research-Archives-of-the-Oriental-Institute/153645450792
The Research Archives now maintains an official page on Facebook. Information about recent publica-
tions of Oriental Institute scholars or reviews of recent Oriental Institute publications is distributed 
through this page. Currently, 3,315 individuals follow the Research Archives through this presence 
on Facebook.

DONATIONS

As discussed in the section on acquisitions above, the Research Archives had 114 donations to the 
library last year. This represents a significant portion of the overall total acquisition efforts. Donations 
allow us to fill important gaps in our collection, acquire duplicates of well-used volumes, and replace 
aging or damaged volumes. Many of these donations derive from volumes provided to the Oriental 
Institute by publishers who have requested to use an image in a book from the Institute’s collection. 
By policy, these publishers are required to provide a copy of the book to the library. Another impor-
tant corpus of volumes is received from the Journal of Near Eastern Studies each year, through both 
exchanges and books submitted for review. In addition to these sources, the Research Archives would 
like to thank the following individuals for their support and donations to the library: Andrew Dolan, 
Gretel Braidwood, Cäcilia Fluck, Nadine Goebel and the Max Planck Institute for European Legal His-
tory, John Holland, Carolyn Livingood, Malcolm Mosher Jr., Seth Richardson, Roberta Schaffner, Kate 
Sheppard, Olga Vassilieva, Bernice Williams and the late Ted Castle, and Bruce Williams.

VISITORS

The Research Archives had an ID card reader installed and activated on the front doors of the li-
brary in October 2017. Patrons must scan a University of Chicago ID card to unlock the library doors 
during all business hours. All University of Chicago ID card holders can enter during all regular 
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hours, ensuring that we maintain an open door 
policy to everyone in the university community. 
For outside visitors, temporary ID cards can be 
checked out from the front desk in the Oriental 
Institute lobby by prearranging their visit with 
the Head of the Research Archives. This allows us 
to more closely monitor the security and access 
to the library. However, since the system records 
each time an ID card is scanned, we have a record 
of the number of visitors to the Research Archives 
for the first time in recent history. In randomly reviewing the number of entrances over a week in 
May 2017, we found a surprising number of patrons in the library. As individual patrons scan to enter 
the library, we’ve found roughly 200 scans per day belonging to between 97 and 201 unique patrons 
per day and a total of nearly 300 unique patrons over the course of the week. This is an unexpectedly 
high number for such a focused research library, even if this represents an end of the quarter peak 
just a few weeks prior to exams.

Many visiting researchers, members, and friends of the Research Archives visited over the course 
of academic year 2017–18. These include (in alphabetical order): Ellen Alexander, Haidar Al-Qarghali, 
Kimberly Beasley, José Carlos Castañeda-Reyes, Elizabeth Cummins, Marcin Czarnowicz, Howard 
Farber, Rozanne Klinzing, Andrea Middleton, Justin Mansfield, Larry Pahl, Marina Pucci, Saba Syed 
Razvi, Don Skoog, Martin Andreas Stadler, Laura Steward, Antoinette Swart, Rodrigo Ulloa, Michael 
Vandewerken, and Michael Watson. In addition to these individuals, the Research Archives also hosted 
tours for a delegation of the State Department and ten Iraqi archaeologists in July, the International 
Congress of Hittitologists in August, the Northwestern University workshop on Arabic manuscripts 
in August, a group from the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, 
the International Committee for Egyptology in September, the James Henry Breasted Society in 
December, the Great Chicago Libraries class from Elmhurst College in January, the prospective stu-
dents of the University of Chicago in March, a group of Amherst alumni and David Wilson (grandson 
of John Wilson), and a special volunteers group in May. Several film interviews were conducted for 
the University of Chicago in the library’s reading room, including one for Hazin Avdal in April. Each 
quarter, the library served as a location for proctoring comprehensive exams in the NELC department 
and Robert Ritner held a Ptolemaic Hieroglyphs class in our Gregory Areshian Collection space. My 
apologies to anyone who may have been missed.

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM

The library has continued to host a robust volunteer contingent, fluctuating between one- to two-
dozen individuals at any given time, constituting roughly 25% of all volunteers in the Oriental Insti-
tute. Volunteers have transformed the Research Archives by providing the necessary manpower to 
expand our capabilities and extend our services. In addition to cataloging library materials, Research 
Archives volunteers are in the midst of massive digitization projects such as scanning and transcrib-
ing cards for the Museum Archives, scanning and transcribing cards from the Archaeological Corpus 
Project, adding references to objects in the museum collection, and much more. Given the library’s 
budgetary constraints, it would be absolutely impossible to duplicate the scale of the work that they 
do. This work is not abstract; each week thousands of new records become available on the Search 
Our Collections website. These new records allow for researchers to access information never before 

5/21/2018 → 202 ID Scans = 97 Unique Patrons

5/18/2018 → 176 ID Scans = 75 Unique Patrons

5/17/2018 → 199 ID Scans = 103 Unique Patrons

5/16/2018 → 215 ID Scans = 100 Unique Patrons

5/15/2018 → 212 ID Scans = 201 Unique Patrons

Total: 287 Unique Patrons

Table 4. Library Patrons in May 2018
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publicly available, most of which was completely unknown prior to its online publication. They are 
owed far more than the meager thanks offered in this annual report. I hope they receive the same 
fulfillment of a job well done and the camaraderie of being “in the trenches” during their volunteer 
stays as I do from their presence in the office. Many thanks to Ray Broms, Betty Bush, Gaby Cohen, 
Kim Crawford, Meg Forajter, Irene Glasner, Elizabeth Green, Bettina Hammer, Kat Jarboe, Alex Jimer-
son, Emily Kane, Polina Kasian, Kristin Leasia, Zoe Ma, Jacqueline Mendoza, Marge Nichols, Randy 
O’Neill, Olivia Puccetti, Roberta Schaffner, Sharon Shapiro, Gabriele Correa da Silva, George Thomson, 
Annie Zhu, and Amy Zillman.

STAFF ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Over the last year, there have been major changes in the staff who help run the Research Archives. 
After ten years in the office, Laura Krenz ended her tenure in the library when she became a mother 
to baby boy Oskar in May 2018. I’m sure our patrons will miss Laura’s presence around the library 
as much as I will. She was one of the first employees hired when I took over the library in fall 2007 
and she was a consistent face in our office for a decade. We wish her and her new family all the best. 
Sasha Rohret left us this summer after two years assisting in the library. Rebecca Wang, Sunwoo Lee, 
Amy Zillman, and newest recruit Emilie Sarrazin will be taking up the slack in their stead and helping 
me keep the Research Archives the efficient and well-oiled machine it has become. Considering that 
most days of the week patrons can access the library at 7:00 am, our services are now available for 
fifty-four hours each week. This schedule would be impossible without the help of the library staff 
and I thank them for their collaboration, good cheer, and dedication. I have been extremely lucky to 
have such quality staff members.
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SUSANNE PAULUS

This year was an exciting and busy one for the Tablet Collection of the Oriental Institute. Over the 
past twelve months we welcomed several scholars from all over the world to the OI to study our 
tablets, including Annalisa Azzoni (Vanderbilt University), Mark Garrison (Trinity University), Fumi 
Karahashi (Chuo University, Japan), Yuval Levavi (Bar-Ilan University, Israel), Reinhard Pirngruber 
(Austrian Academy of Sciences), and Daniel Schwemer (University of Würzburg, Germany). The tablets 
studied span a wide range of topics and time periods: administrative tablets from the third and first 
millennium bce, tablets from Persepolis, and ritual texts.

While these scholars worked in the Tablet Room, the staff of the Tablet Collection also supported 
other projects by providing photographs for research purposes to several other scholars. These schol-
ars include Jay Crisostomo (University of Michigan), Benjamin R. Foster (Yale University), Maynard P. 
Maidman (York University, Canada), and Magnus Widell (University of Liverpool, UK). Additionally, 
we granted others publication rights to selected tablets, so further publications can be expected. 

As usual, the cuneiformists at the OI made good use of the collection for their own research 
projects and teaching. Andrew Wilent, our assistant curator, and Howard Farber published an Old 
Babylonian tablet from Nippur that contains important information about the king Sumu-album. 
Other OI scholars also featured tablets in diverse outreach and educational projects. For example, 
Hervé Reculeau presented several tablets about irrigation work in his gallery talk “Land, Water, Gods, 
and the King,” while Ilona Zsolnay included several tablets in her presentation “Judging a Cuneiform 
Tablet by its Proverbial Cover.” Susanne Paulus, the curator, also showed tablets at the University of 
Chicago’s Humanities Day; her talk, “Fake! Ancient and Modern Forgeries,” included several forgeries 
that she and Andrew Wilent had identified over the past year. Additionally, she presented part of our 
collection in a workshop organized by Sam Harris titled Teaching with Material Culture, during the 
10th International Congress of Hittitology (held at the OI) and the OI’s Research Fair. 

One groundbreaking change made over the past year is the introduction of the Tablet Collection 
Volunteer Program. While the program initially began in October with one volunteer, Susan Padula, 
there are now four regular volunteers. Because the tablet room is not regularly staffed except by the 
assistant curator, the hours provided by these volunteers are vital for important projects. One of the 
biggest concerns is the preservation of our cuneiform tablets. Susan Padula assessed the physical 
condition of over 1,500 individual tablets, reporting on both physical damage and inadequate hous-
ing. So far, it seems that only 25% of our tablets are in good condition, while the others are in need 
of conservation mainly on account of damage done by salination, cracking and flaking, and glue 
residues left by older conservation work. Of the surveyed tablets, 36% are inadequately housed in 
boxes made out of acidic paper unsuitable for long-term storage, while 93% of our tablets are stored 
on organic cotton wool, which can damage tablets in poor condition. Although these preliminary 
numbers are not promising, they will undoubtedly help in applying for funding for improved storage 
and conservation of our valuable tablets. 

With the help of the volunteers, we have also begun making photographic documentation of 
our collection. Pictures of our tablets are part of the OI Integrated Database (IDB) and the Cuneiform 
Digital Library Projects, the latter of which includes information and photographs of cuneiform tab-
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lets from many collections around 
the world. So far, however, only 
our published tablets —  less than 
one-third of our collection — have 
been photographed. As a result, in-
terest in our unpublished material 
has been limited. In February, the 
Tablet Room started digitizing the 
unpublished tablets with the help 
of three volunteers, Terry Fried-
man, Janet Helman, and Toni Smith. 
The three of them are responsible 
for scanning the tablets on a high-
resolution flatbed scanner, which 
produces readable images of the 
tablets. As tablets are three-di-
mentional objects, each tablet is 
scanned six times to provide com-
plete coverage of the obverse, re-
verse, and all four edges. Thus far, 
500 tablets — around 12% of our 
unpublished tablets — have been 
scanned. During post-production, 
all six scans for each tablet will be 
united into one picture, and the im-
ages will be added to the IDB, first 
for internal research.

A third major project was also 
completed this year. During reno-
vations of the basement where the 
cuneiform tablets are housed, it 
became apparent that our tablet 
molds were in need of better stor-

age. These latex models were made from tablets excavated by the OI that either stayed in their 
countries of origin or were sent to other collections. With the help of these molds, one can produce 
readable plaster casts, many of which are frequently used by international scholars. Because several 
of our molds were housed in decomposing cardboard boxes, we had to act quickly. Over the course 
of several weeks, the assistant curator moved all of the molds and related materials to more durable, 
weatherproof containers.

It is the pleasure of the curator to thank our amazing volunteers for all their work. Special thanks 
also go this year to the assistant curator, Andrew Wilent, for his exceptional service for the Tablet 
Collection since 2015. He not only fulfilled all tasks, but often went above and beyond his job descrip-
tion by doing additional research for many projects. At the end of this year, Andrew received the 
prestigious Oppenheim Dissertation Fellowship, which unfortunately does not permit outside work. 
Andrew Wilent is followed by Colton Siegmund, PhD student in Cuneiform Studies, as assistant curator.

top: Terry Friedman scans cuneiform tablets.  
bottom: Susan Padula checks the condition of a tablet.
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overleaf: The weighing of the heart 
in the vignette associated with BD 
125 was accompanied by a so-called 
negative confession, which may have 
had uses in priestly initiation rites 
beyond the mortuary sphere (OIM 
E9787F = Cat. No. 14, D. 28919). This 
judgment scene was recently displayed 
in the special exhibit, Book of the 
Dead: Becoming God in Ancient Egypt, 
curated by Foy Scalf. It is perhaps 
one of the most famous images from 
the exhibit and can be seen in the 
accompanying publication available for 
purchase or download here: https://
oi.uchicago.edu/research/publications/
oimp/oimp-39-book-dead.
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The staff of the Oriental Institute Museum had a productive year of activity increasingly focused on 
realizing the aims of the Gallery Enhancements Project (GEP), which is on schedule to be completed 
for the celebration of the 2019 Centennial of the Oriental Institute during the 2019–20 academic year. 
Because of the GEP, we have reduced some of our other activities, including special exhibitions, object 
loans, and research visits. 

GALLERY ENHANCEMENTS PROJECT

In 2014, the Oriental Institute Museum initiated the Gallery Enhancements Project, the principal aim 
of which is to improve the visitor experience in the galleries through updated displays, improved 
lighting, and the replacement of freestanding cases, many of which date to the 1931 opening of the 
Museum in its current location and earlier. The project has been made possible through the generos-
ity of an anonymous donor and additional funding.

At the end of the last fiscal year, some fifty-five cases were ordered from Helmut Guenschel, Inc., 
based in Baltimore. This past fiscal year, we received and installed two of the five display case deliver-
ies. We continue to work with our same outside exhibition design team of Elizabeth Kidera (Museum 
Exhibit Design and Architecture) as exhibition designer, Franck Mercurio (Mercurio-Exhibits) as 
exhibition developer, and Lori Walsh (Walsh Graphic Design) as senior graphic designer.

The elimination of graphic repetition and the consolidation of graphics continues to be a focus 
of our work. We continue to produce new display case designs for both existing cases that will not 
be replaced in addition to the new Guenschel cases. In particular, the GEP work in the Henrietta Her-
bolsheimer, M.D. Syro-Anatolian Gallery and the Haas and Schwartz Megiddo Gallery is completed. 
We are currently completing The Joseph and Mary Grimshaw Egyptian Gallery. In the coming year, 
our focus will be on the Edgar and Deborah Jannotta Mesopotamian Gallery, the Yelda Khorsabad 
Court Gallery, the Dr. Norman Solhkhah Family Assyrian Empire Gallery, and the Robert and Deborah 
Aliber Persian Gallery. 

For the GEP, Conservation continued their role of object-driven activities over the course of the 
year, assisting with the deinstallation of objects from their display cases and examining them in 
the Conservation laboratory to assess their condition and determine if stabilizing treatments were 
needed. At the same time, the mounts that hold the objects in the displays were assessed to check 
their functionality. Where necessary, new mounts were specified or modifications of existing mounts 
were recommended. Material identification of the objects in the collection continued. The Conserva-
tion lab’s hand-held x-ray fluorescence spectrometer has been of immeasurable value in this activity. 
We corrected many of the historical designations that were based on visual identifications and have 
proven to often be incorrect.

Testing of display materials ensured that any product used inside a display case would not emit 
harmful volatiles that could contribute to the deterioration of the collection. Conservation treatments 
continued on the objects that required intervention to ensure their long-term survival. Even with 

MUSEUM
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museum quality climate-control and other passive measures taken to ensure the long-term preserva-
tion of the collection, such as light restrictions and use of inert display materials, an archaeological 
collection is often difficult to stabilize and must be closely monitored.

Museum Registration has kept track of objects as they come off display, move around between 
different departments, and eventually go back on display (or back into storage if they are no longer 
being used). To do this we have been using the IDB to keep a deinstallation record for each case to which 
all the affected object records are attached and then a reinstallation record to which different objects 
are sometimes attached (this depends on how many objects are new additions to the case, how many 
are not going back on display, and if some objects are moving from one display case to another). When 
objects are being deinstalled the registrars arrange housing and object and case labels so that every 
object has the relevant labels with it as it moves through the Conservation and Preparation depart-
ments. Quite a lot of cases have been deinstalled twice; once when their gallery was being repainted 
and again when their case was being replaced. Registration has also been bringing new objects out of 
storage when requested by the curators and has been sending them up to the Conservation lab for as-
sessment. Additionally, Registration checks the registration numbers and any available information in 
Registration as well as the accession records for the label copy before the new case labels are printed.

Finally, thank you to the many of members of the OI community who have shared their enthu-
siasm for the GEP with us.

MUSEUM ATTENDANCE

The total number of visitors to the Museum in the past fiscal year (July 1, 2017–June 30, 2018) was 
45,070. The decline from 2017 in the number of visitors is likely a reflection of the gallery closings 
that were necessary for the Gallery Enhancements Project. Every gallery in the Museum experienced 
closing of at least a few weeks this past year. Many thanks to Victor Cruz, director of Visitor Services 
and Security, for recording our visitor statistics.

from left to right: Figure 1. Moving the Babylonian lion panels in January 2018. Figure 2. Borescope 
being used to examine the interior of Sennacherib’s Prism (OIM A2793). Figure 3. Conservators Stephanie 
Black (left) and Alison Whyte (right) place a protective cover over a wooden boat model (OIM E11492).
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CONSERVATION

Conservation welcomed a new staff member to the lab in July to assist with the GEP activities. 
Stephanie Black, assistant conservator, joined the Oriental Institute after working as a conservator 
and laboratory technician for UCL Qatar’s MSC Conservation Studies training program. Stephanie 
holds an MA and an MSc from the University of London’s Institute of Archaeology graduate conser-
vation training program. One of her most interesting projects to date was working on Sennacharib’s 
Prism this past winter. The prism’s interior was exhibiting 
crystalline growths which were able to be viewed by the 
lab’s borescope (fig. 2). Stephanie successfully cleaned and 
stabilized the interior, allowing the prism to be returned 
to display in the Assyrian gallery. 

Alison Whyte, associate conservator, was notified 
that the paper she co-authored with Simona Cristanet-
ti, “The Conservation of the Coffin of Ipi Ha Ishutef,” 
was accepted for publication in the Proceedings Second 
Vatican Coffin Conference, Musei Vaticani, Rome. On a 
slightly smaller scale, one of Alison’s more interest-
ing conservation treatments of 2018 focused on a 
boat model from the Egyptian collection. During 
its time in the lab, the boat was protected from 
the sprinkler system when not actively undergo-
ing conservation (fig. 3). After stabilization of the 
fragile painted decoration and cleaning of the 
surface, the boat model was returned to display 
in the Egyptian gallery.

left: 
Figure 4. 
The all-
Museum 
Highlights 
volume edited 
by Jean M. 
Evans, Jack 
Green, and 
Emily Teeter was 
published and 
is now on sale in 
the Suq.
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Conservation hosted several groups over the year with very abbreviated tours of the lab due 
to the number of objects from the GEP taking up every available surface and making it difficult to 
maneuver safely around the objects. One of the larger tours was a group from the Consortium of 
Academic and Research Libraries in Illinois that was organized by special arrangement with our 
colleagues at the Regenstein Library. Participants from twenty-seven different institutes of higher 
education toured the lab in the spring and were very enthusiastic about the opportunity to learn 
about the treatment of 3-D objects.

Conservation attended a special viewing of the exhibit “Mummies: Images of the Afterlife” hosted 
by our colleagues at the Field Museum of Natural History and presented by the curator of the ex-
hibit, Field Museum Conservator JP Brown. Conservation also attended a workshop on Oddy testing 
issues at the Field Museum, where participants from the Art Institute, the OI, and the Field Museum 
discussed the latest developments in testing methodologies for materials used inside display cases. 

An important role of conservation is encouraging the interest of future conservators. To that 
end, the lab hosted several visitors over the course of the year who had expressed interest in 
pursuing careers in conservation. The potential future conservators are always appreciative of 
the opportunity to visit a conservation laboratory and speak with professional conservators about 
their experiences.

REGISTRATION

With so many objects off display for the GEP, Registration made the most of this opportunity to pho-
tograph and measure as many as possible and add those images and measurements to the database. 
In the last year, 5,560 images have been added to the IDB.

Registration work on the new Exhibition Objects module continued this year. The design and 
narrative, mentioned in last year’s report, were submitted late summer 2017. By January 2018, we 
had the first test version installed. Comprehensive testing was done and any issues were submitted 
to the database company, Axiell. In June 2018, we completed our third round of testing. At this point, 
all major changes have been made and bugs corrected. The fourth test version is currently under 
construction and we hope to begin testing soon. We should go live with the module later this year.  

In May 2018, the associate registrar Susan Allison began managing photo permissions and new 
photography. Thus far, incoming photo requests have been heavy. The majority are requests for ar-
chival images, but also include object photo requests. The amount of time it takes to process an order 
varies widely and depends largely on the accessibility of the image(s) requested. If images aren’t 
readily available, new high-resolution images will need to be created or new object photography may 
be necessary. A fair amount of research is also involved if the requester does not know either the 
image or object registration number of the image in question. The orders are managed in our IDB.

The photographer now works directly with Registration. Susan puts the new photography on the 
schedule and pulls the objects needed from either display or storage. Our new Exhibition Objects mod-
ule, detailed separately in this report, includes an updated request workflow, which will allow us to 
better manage photography requests. After the photographs are approved, the images are registered 
with digital numbers, entered into the database, and attached to the corresponding object record.

The registrar embarked on a reorganization of our temporary storage boxes this year, an inven-
tory of them having been carried out in 2014. Thirty boxes have been unpacked and a further 320 
boxes have been moved within storage to consolidate the space they take up and to make them more 
accessible. This work is ongoing.
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Loans
A loan of Nubian beads for LA-ICP MS analysis went out to Laure Dussubieux at the Field Museum 
and has now returned. Our loan to the Booth School of Business on campus has been renewed for a 
further year (see it on display in a case in the Booth school lobby). We have just renewed a loan of two 
objects from the Art Institute that are on display in our Egyptian gallery (a baked clay orant figure in 
the chronology case and a stone relief in the same display case as the child mummy). 

Requests
Registration has responded to 152 different requests this year for the following reasons: Gallery 
enhancements (19 requests); research (54); class use (30); photography (31); and special events/
viewing (13). All this activity affected over 10,600 different objects and generated over 53,000 object 
movements. The gallery enhancements project accounted for over 4,500 object movements. Slightly 
fewer than 4,400 object moves were related to location changes or inventory. Just over 2,500 object 
moves were related to research of all kinds and just over 500 moves related to class use. Photography 
requests accounted for 1,030 object moves and around 500 objects have been registered. Some 38,000 
moves were related to returning objects to storage or display that had been out for all of the reasons 
listed above. Compared to recent years this was a busy year for classes.

An additional 75 different requests involved the tablet collection (affecting over 1,700 different 
objects and 5,900 object movements). While the tablet curator’s assistant moved the objects in ques-
tion, the registrars kept the request records and carried out all the location changes for the objects 
in the IDB.

Visiting Researchers
We were honored to be able to continue the Oriental Institute Collections Research Grant programs 
thanks to the generous support of O. J. Sopranos. The following applicants were funded to carry out 
research on the collections: Marie-Laure Chambrade (University of Lyon, project entitled “Water-
scapes of Ancient Persia from the Bird’s-Eye View of the Friend of Iran); Serenella Mancini (Sapienza 
University of Rome, project entitled “The Pottery from Istakhr in the Oriental Institute Museum”); 
and Albert Planelles Orozco (Universidad de Alcalá, project entitled “The Epistolary Genre in the 
Cuneiform Archives from Nuzi”). Remaining funds were allocated for the purchase of a high-quality 
camera for the tablet room.

This year we accommodated a range of visiting researchers in addition to the three visits relating 
to the collections research grant awards made in 2017:

•	 Lindsay Allen (King's College London) was awarded a CRG for the study of the stone architectural 
sculpture from Persepolis acquired by the OI through the Oriental Institute's Persian Expedition 
in Iran (1931–1939) and the associated archival material from the excavations at Persepolis. This 
material will assist Allen in her creation of a catalog of object biographies of Persepolitan frag-
ments held in museums outside of Iran.

•	 Astrid Nunn (Julius-Maximilians University, Würzburg), Barbara Jändl (Archäologische Staats-
sammlung, Munich), and Heinrich Piening (Bayerische Schlösserverwaltung) were awarded a CRG 
for the study of pigment on Diyala statues visited and examined fifty statues and fragments in 
the Conservation lab (October/November).

•	 Serenella Mancini (La Sapienza University of Rome) was awarded a CRG to study Islamic pottery 
from Istakhr (Iran). She visited for November and December and examined around 180 pots and 
16 drawers of sherds.
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•	 Aaron de Souza (PhD graduate, Macquarie University, Australia) studied Egyptian pan grave ma-
terial as part of his CRG award. While most of the material is a loan stored in the arch labs with 
Bruce Williams, he also looked at material from Hiw in the Museum collection.

•	 Anette Schomberg (postdoctoral fellow, University of Berlin) visited to conduct 3-D scanning of 
the stone water clock in the Egyptian gallery in July (E16875).

•	 Anastasia Amrhein (PhD Candidate, University of Pennsylvania) visited to study Neo-Assyrian 
and Achaemenid seals and their impressions (August).

•	 Stephane Fetler (PhD Candidate, Université Libre de Bruxelles) visited to photograph mummy 
cartonnage and coffin fragments of the Twenty-first and Twenty-second Dynasties (December). 
While it was not possible to get this material out, we were able to take Stephane into storage to 
take the images he needed without moving or handling any of the objects.

•	 Atefeh Razmjoo (working with Abbas Alizadeh) studied drawers of Chogha Mish sherds to try to 
identify Late Susiana 1 sherds (December/January).

•	 Margarita Gleba (McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research, University of Cambridge UK) 
came in to examine textile traces on one of the Egyptian mirrors while attending the post gradu-
ate conference on textiles (E18836). This examination took place in the Conservation lab.

•	 Marina Pucci (University of Florence) came in to check the details on a few Chatal Höyük objects 
for her forthcoming publication and requested photography of some scarabs from the site.

•	 Douglas Inglis (PhD student, Texas A&M University) came in to study an Egyptian pot decorated 
with an incised boat (April).

•	 Jaś Elsner (University of Oxford, UK) looked at Coptic textiles while visiting the Logan center 
(April).

•	 Fr. Sharbel Iskander Bcheiry (American Theological Society) came in to study some Syriac folios 
(A12000–A12006). He is about to publish an article on sections of manuscripts A12008 in Parole 
de L’Orient.

•	 Lynn Welton (CRANE project, University of Toronto) studied Amuq sherds and some statue frag-
ments from Tayinat while in Chicago to give a lecture on the CRANE project (May/June).

•	 Antonino Crisa (University of Warwick, UK) visited to study Palymyrene tokens in June.

In addition to visits we have answered queries about Egyptian archery equipment (Samantha Cook, 
University of Liverpool), Amuq phase A stone vessels (Philip Edwards La Trobe university, answered 
with the assistance of Carol Meyer)

Classes and Special Events
Summer 2017

•	 Arabic manuscripts including Kufic Quran folios and some Arabic historical textual fragments 
were made available for a viewing by attendees of the Working with Arabic-Script Manuscripts 
in Africa workshop held at Northwestern University on August 17. 

•	 A backstage tour for the Hittite conference attendees on August 29 showed them a selection of 
sculpture and architectural elements as well as Alishar pottery and Hittite tablets.

•	 A selection of objects from the Book of the Dead special exhibit were taken up to the gallery for 
a preview for the OI Advisory Council on September 27. UChicago News filmed selected objects 
from the same special exhibit in the Conservation lab on September 14. 
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Fall 2017

•	 Yousef Casewit (Divinity School) used a selection of eight Arabic manuscripts for his graduate 
course on codicology and manuscript editorial techniques.

•	 Persis Berlekamp (Art History) used a selection of eighteen Arabic manuscripts for her graduate 
seminar on Arts of the Book in the Islamic World (November 10th).

•	 Donald Whitcomb used a selection of Islamic sherds from Khirbet Kerak for a class in the autumn term.

•	 Alice Yao (Anthropology) used a drawer of lithics for a class in October. 

•	 Rachel Schine brought her class in to look at a selection of Hebrew and Arabic inscribed material.

•	 Franklin Lewis (NELC) used a small number of Arabic manuscripts for classes in both the autumn 
and winter terms. 

Winter 2018

•	 Foy Scalf used a selection of manuscripts and book bindings for an evening class for Dominican 
University. The class visited in February.

Spring 2018

•	 Foy Scalf and the members of his Coptic evening class visited to look at a selection of Coptic 
ostraca and manuscripts.

•	 James Osborne taught a class on ceramic technology which made use of a wider variety of sherd 
material. All eleven of the students came in to study and write a paper on one particular vessel.

•	 Brian Muhs taught a class that used a selection of Demotic ostraca. Each of the students also 
studied their own selection of ostraca for class papers. 

•	 Robert Ritner used the usual selection of heart scarabs for the Beginning Hieroglyphs class.

MUSEUM ARCHIVES

The 2017–18 year was filled with a variety of projects, researchers, and events for the Museum Ar-
chives. Great strides were made in the way of access and research, as well as administrative improve-
ments. The Museum Archives continues to refine its mission, policies, access, and discoverability in 
order to best serve its research and scholarly communities.

Access
Students and volunteers tirelessly cataloged the Museum Archive’s collections this year, in particular 
the Oriental Institute’s Negative Collection. We are nearing 80% completion on this project which 
means that over 35,000 folder-level records have been cataloged since 2016. This translates into a 
collection that allows researchers to access an image’s description and learn its location and any 
identification numbers associated with it. This involves greater access to a photographic collection 
that is widely used by research and scholarly communities. This is a huge boost in transparency for 
the archives since this information was not previously accessible to the public. 

The Museum Archives has also provided the Research Archives access to negative cards and ex-
pedition records for digitization. The generosity and resources of the Research Archives will allow 
records to become even more beneficial to researchers in the coming year. 

In addition to cataloging archival records, old media — such as reel-to-reel film and cassette 
tapes — continue to be digitized and made available through the Oriental Institute’s YouTube channel.
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New Research/Visitors
The Museum Archives responded to more than 150 research and information requests, which re-
quired the transfer of approximately 2,000 documents and photographs, much of which involved 
new scanning. 

The Museum Archives hosted visitors from all over the globe this past year. Researchers and 
requests came from a variety of institutions including: University of Amsterdam; Boston University; 
Brown University; University of Cologne; University of Copenhagen; George Washington University; 
The Iraqi Parliament; King’s College, London; Metropolitan Museum; New York District Attorney’s 
Office; The University of Oxford; and The University of Sydney. 

Collections that were most requested this year included: Records of the Amherst Papyrus 63; 
Records of Anatolian Expeditions; Directors Correspondence; Records of Diyala Expeditions; James 
Henry Breasted Papers; Records of Jarmo; Records of Medinet Habu; Records of Megiddo; Records of 
Persepolis; and Records of the Oriental Institute’s Negative Collection. 

Grants
The Museum Archives continues to be involved with the latest IMLS grant, which focused on catalog-
ing and digitizing archival materials related to sites which are currently under threat of terrorism. 
Records from Diyala, Khorsabad, and Tell Sweyhat have been incorporated into the IDB. The current 
two-year grant cycle will come to a close in September 2018. 

Special Projects
The Oral History Project continues to move forward as a joint project between the Museum Archives, 
Research Archives, and IT. The goal of the Oral History Project is to collect and preserve information 
about the institute, its people, and their experiences. These interviews represent a unique perspective 
on institutional history rarely capture by conventional research and publications. New interviews 
that have already been recorded and will appear on the Oriental Institute’s YouTube channel include: 
Janet Johnson, Carlotta Maher, and Gil Stein.

Additionally, the Museum Archives has been involved in a variety of outreach efforts in order 
to reach the campus community and beyond. Archival materials are regularly supplied for tours, 
undergraduate and graduate classes, and volunteer training. The head of Museum Archives has par-
ticipated in a wide-range of provenance research, training, and network building including: The 
German-American Provenance Research Exchange Program; The National Geographic Society’s and 
Association of American Museum Director’s Antiquities Provenance Workshop; and the Association 
of Art Museum Curators’ Webinar on Provenance. 

Special thanks to Foy Scalf and the Research Archives for teaming up to work on digitization 
projects like the negative cards and IMLS grant requirements, as well as IDB support and regular 
archival advice. Thank you to everyone who assists in evaluating archival materials including: Jean 
Evans, Kiersten Neumann, and Tony Lauricella. Thank you to Jean Evans for her support of archival 
projects at home and abroad! And last, but never least, thank you to students and volunteers who 
do so much on a daily basis, especially: Jeff Cumonow, Fan Ge, Heidi Hilliker, Mitchell Jackson, Kat 
Jarboe, Bonnie Nelson, Rosemary Ott, Mike Ramberg, Charles Ro, and Amy Zillman.

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS

The special exhibition, Book of the Dead: Becoming God in Ancient Egypt, ran from October 3, 2017–
March 31, 2018, and was curated by Foy Scalf. The exhibit included over fifty objects that explored 
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what the Book of the Dead was, what it was believed to do, how it worked, how was it was made, and 
what happened to it. The show featured two Books of the Dead shown in full for the first time in 
nearly a century. A recreation of a burial with a rarely exhibited mummy illustrated how the many 
objects inscribed with the Book of the Dead literally surrounded the deceased. The exhibit presented 
the newest research on the Book of the Dead, with an accompanying catalog also edited by Foy Scalf.

Emily Teeter, our special exhibitions coordinator, retired in October. Over her career of twenty-
seven years, Emily contributed to many aspects of the Museum, in addition to coordinating — and 
frequently curating — our special exhibits. She authored and edited numerous publications, including 
Ancient Egypt: Treasures from the Collection of the Oriental Institute, University of Chicago (2003) and High-
lights of the Collections of the Oriental Institute Museum (2017). Among her most notable accomplishments 
was curating the Joseph and Mary Grimshaw Egyptian Gallery. We thank her for her contributions to 
the Oriental Institute Museum and for her many years of service.

ACQUISITIONS

In October, the Acquisitions Committee decided in favor of accepting the following materials: 
1) sherds and other materials collected during excavations at Tell Kurdu; 2) documentation related 
to Donald Hansen's excavations at Mendes and Jujah; and 3) artwork by Audrius Plioplys.

SUQ

The Suq had an exciting year working with Foy Scalf developing new merchandise for the special 
exhibit, Book of the Dead: Becoming God in Ancient Egypt. We developed a mug that depicted a spell 
for not getting scalded, an “I Am Osiris” T-shirt, a magnet, a Thoth temporary tattoo, four bookmarks 
depicting different spells from Book of the Dead, and a postcard and a small sculpture created by 
Brian Zimerle of a unique scarab with a human face. The merchandise was very successful and most 
of it was gone by the end of the exhibit.

Our stock was augmented by many wonderful donations from Jane Meloy, Sara Johnson, Joan 
Fortune, Emily Teeter, and Shirlee Hoffman.

Our wonderful docents gave excellent service to our customers, Ray Broms, Louise Despres, Alice 
Mulberry, and our returning Ann Schumacher. We are also totally indebted to our charming and 
elegant Norma van der Meulen who creates the most beautiful jewelry for us.

We finished the year off with our annual rug sale selling over $28,000 worth of rugs!
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overleaf: From 1929 to 1935, OI archaeologists 
excavated the site of Khorsabad (ancient Dur-
Sharrukin, “Fortress of Sargon”), first as the 
Assyrian Expedition under the direction of 
Edward Chiera (1885–1933) and after the Iraq 
Expedition under the direction of Henri Frankfort 
(1897–1954) and then Gordon Loud (1900–1971). 
OI archaeologists expanded upon the excavations 
of French archaeologists, who worked at the site 
in the mid-nineteenth century. This photograph 
shows the excavations of one of the monumental 
gates — marked by a pair of winged human-headed 
bulls (lamassu) — at one of the entrances to the 
citadel, atop which was Sargon’s royal palace, royal 
residences, temples, and a ziggurat (P. 23843). On 
Twitter, this photo was one of the OI’s top tweets of 
the year. Check out all of our social media:

Facebook: @OrientalInstitute
Instagram: @theorientalinstitute
Twitter: @orientalinst
Snapchat: @oichicago
YouTube: www.youtube.com/JamesHenryBreasted
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The OI has seen a number of changes over the past year with respect to its communications program. 
In October, Emily Teeter retired from her position as special exhibitions coordinator, in which ca-
pacity she also oversaw publicity for the Museum. We want to thank Emily for her efforts promoting 
the Museum’s exhibits, programs, and events across media platforms and for collaborating with 
colleagues on campus and throughout Chicago. We would also like to thank the marketing company 
Social Media Moo, LLC, who managed our social media efforts from April 2016 until March 2018. In 
April 2018, I was very pleased to accept the position of communications associate, in addition to my 
role as curator at the museum. Assuming the responsibility of executing the OI’s marketing, public 
relations, and branding strategies is no small feat. However, I cannot think of a better time to take 
on these efforts and am excited to be given the opportunity to help raise the visibility and profile of 
the OI among UChicago students and campus community, current and future donors, researchers, 
and potential Museum-goers from around the world. Since January 2018, we have been working with 
central University Communications, UChicago Creative, and the consulting firm Lipman Hearne on 
branding and messaging for the OI. As we finesse the brand story, core messages, and visual brand, 
we are confident that the end product will capture in every respect the identity of the OI — a pioneer-
ing interdisciplinary research center that advances knowledge and discovery related to the ancient 
Middle East through field-defining excavations and research projects, the creation of transforma-
tive dictionaries that serve as cultural encyclopedias, centers for the preservation of the region’s 
imperiled cultural heritage, and an unparalleled collection of artifacts and archival documents from 
excavations in the Middle East in our Museum. We look forward to officially rolling out our new 
brand strategy and message platform in 2019 as we begin promoting and prepare for our upcoming 
centennial. In association with marketing materials specific to the centennial, we are developing a 
microsite to showcase the events and exhibits of our 2019–20 celebratory year. 

While we have reduced our marketing endeavors as we await our new branding, we did not hold 
back on promoting our much anticipated 2017–18 special exhibit, Book of the Dead: Becoming God 
in Ancient Egypt. In addition to features with WBEZ and the Hyde Park Herald, street pole banners, 
rack cards, and a creative assortment of merchandise, articles on the exhibit were published with 
KMT magazine, UChicago News, UChicago Magazine, and OI News & Notes. The exhibit kicked off with 
an opening lecture at the members’ preview, which was followed by over three dozen curator-led 
tours of the exhibit and curator lectures promoting the exhibit through local institutions and the 
OI community scholars program. The exhibit catalog was highlighted at two events; the first was 
hosted by the Seminary Coop, where curator Foy Scalf was joined by special guest Rita Lucarelli from 
Berkeley, and the second by 57th Street Books, where writers read fiction inspired by the exhibit. 
Associated lectures by Peter Dorman and David Silverman on themes relating to the exhibit were 
hosted by ARCE (American Research Center in Egypt) and OI membership. 

We continue to work on increasing our social media presence, sharing information through 
trending posts, and engaging in campus and cross-museum campaigns. This growth has been 
possible over the past year thanks to the efforts of Social Media Moo, LCC, and more recently 
with a cross-departmental team of Polina Kasian, Kiersten Neumann, Calgary Trautman-Haines, 
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left: OI Facebook post of a fragment of Homer’s Iliad. 
right: The OI Instagram page, showing most recent posts.
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Tasha Vorderstrasse, and Matt Welton. Our Facebook 
base has risen 7.8%, reaching a total of 23,000 followers 
from across the globe. Our number one most engaging 
post was a photo highlight of the Museum’s papyrus 
fragment of Homer’s Iliad excavated at the site of 
Oxyrhynchus in the Fayum at the end of the nineteenth 
century. This piece, which preserves part of Book II. 
745–64 of the Iliad, reached 41,300 people, with over 
1,900 reactions, comments, and shares. On Twitter, we 
have attracted 23% more followers, reaching a total of 
10,761. In August, when our fidgetspinner look-alike 
in the Mesopotamian Gallery went viral, we jumped on 
the opportunity to be involved in the hype, posting a 
photo of a new label we placed beside the macehead; the 
tweet received 20,863 impressions. This was outmatched 
by three tweets in April and May 2018: a photo of the 
fragment of Homer’s Iliad, the Amarna tablet, and a 
#TBT post of an archival photograph of OI excavations at 
Khorsabad (see overleaf), featuring the south citadel gate 
with its monumental stone lamassus; the latter received 
48,203 impressions, making it our top tweet of the year. 
In March 2018, the OI joined the world of Instragram, 
sharing engaging photos and stories about the OI and its 
collections. On YouTube our subscription base has once 
again jumped exponentially, reaching a total of 15,269, 
up a significant 69% from last year. Next year our social 
media platforms will be a feast for the eyes with the 
launch of our new branding and messaging!

oi.uchicago.edu



oi.uchicago.edu



PUBLIC EDUCATION

oi.uchicago.edu



overleaf: Disk-headed pin from 
Iran with an eight-petal rosette at 
its center and a schematic human 
face incised just above the thin 
handle (Iron Age, ca. 800–650 
bc, OIM A25293). During ancient 
times, metal objects were highly 
valued as they elevated one's social 
status and could be easily shaped, 
decorated, and recycled. This 
object was most recently featured 
in the 14th annual Oriental Institute 
Seminar program as well as the 
recently published Highlights of the 
Collections of the Oriental Institute 
Museum, edited by Jean M. Evans, 
Jack Green, and Emily Teeter 
(2017); it is available for purchase 
and a free PDF download here: 
https://oi.uchicago.edu/research/
publications/misc/highlights-
collections-oriental-institute.
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Tasha Vorderstrasse, who was already a research associate at the Oriental Institute, stepped into the 
role of university and continuing education program coordinator in September 2017. The report here 
covers the time since she began this position. Carol Ng-He left her position in May of 2017. 

The adult education program continued to offer continuing education classes. In fall 2017, there 
were two classes: “Art in Antiquity: An Introduction to Ancient Near Eastern Art and Archaeology,” 
taught by Kiersten Neumann, PhD, curator of the Oriental Institute; and “Hieroglyphica: The History 
of Egyptology,” taught by Foy Scalf, PhD, head of the Research Archives. The two classes were offered 
both on-site as well as online. In addition, there was an offsite cooking class, “Ancient Cooking with 
Assyrian Kitchen” that was led by Atorina Zomaya. In the winter of 2018, the classes were offered for 
the first time with online streaming capabilities, meaning that the online students could live chat 
and take part in the discussions. The three classes in the winter were: “Ancient Egyptian Crimes, Law-
suits, and Trials,” taught by Brian Muhs, professor of Egyptology; “Intensive Sahidic Coptic,” taught 
by Foy Scalf; and “East meets West: Arts of the Silk Road in Central Asia,” taught by Tasha Vorder-
strasse. Four further classes were taught in spring 2018: “Ancient Egyptian Art and Architecture” by 
Megaera Lorenz, PhD; “The World of the Hebrew Bible,” by Joey Cross, PhD candidate; “Readings in 
Sahidic Coptic Texts,” by Foy Scalf; and “Frank Lloyd Wright’s Vision for Greater Baghdad,” by Tasha 
Vorderstrasse. Technological support has been provided throughout by Knut Boehmer, IT manager 
at the Oriental Institute.

The gallery talks also provided a range of subject matters for the audience, with focuses on 
Mesopotamia (“Land, Water, Gods, and the King,” “Stone Ducks: Weights and Measures in Mesopota-
mia,” “Mesopotamian Temple Statues and Sacred Gifts”), Egypt (“Communicating with the Beyond 
in Ancient Egypt,” “Ancient Egyptian Book of the Dead,” “Sleep like an Egyptian: Egyptian Headrests 
in Context,” “Late Antique Egyptian Textiles in the Oriental Institute Museum,” and “Shabtis: Ser-
vants and Substitutes”), as well as Anatolia (“A Thousand Gods, a Thousand Festivals). These were 

ADULT EDUCATION
TASHA VORDERSTRASSE

Gallery talks with Theo van den Hout (left) and Tasha Vorderstrasse (right).
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presented by various members of the 
Oriental Institute faculty and staff, as 
well as a CMES MA student. 

In addition to these activities, 
there were also a number of public 
tours given by Foy Scalf as part of the 
Oriental Institute Museum special exhi-
bition The Book of the Dead: Becoming 
God in Ancient Egypt. This was the first 
time that tours of the special exhibi-
tion were made available for the gen-
eral public. We had a good response to 
these tours even though they were usu-
ally held in the middle of the day and 
during the week rather than on week-
ends. Several specialist tours on differ-
ent subject matters were also given by 
Tasha Vorderstrasse to University of 
Chicago undergraduate Core classes. 

The Community Scholars program 
was revived this year and started again 
in April, when Kiersten Neumann gave 
a talk “From Persepolis to Chicago: 
Achaemenid Art and Architecture and 
the Oriental Institute.” These talks will 
continue throughout the summer of 
2018. Tasha Vorderstrasse also received 
a Campus-Wide Inclusive Climate RFP 
grant to bring community scholars to 

South Side libraries. The grant was entitled: “Oriental Institute Community Scholars: Bringing the 
Past to the South Side of Chicago.” This project is backed by the Vice Provost for Academic Leader-
ship, Advancement and Diversity. 

above: Gallery talk by Sasha Rohret.
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This year, the Education Department expanded its offerings and sought to provide engaging and 
inclusive programming to attract new attendees to our family programs and field trips.

FIELD TRIP HIGHLIGHTS

Interactive field trip programs continue to be a popular choice for school groups. Of the non-self-
guided school groups, 47% attended one of our Junior Archaeologist, Artifact Analysis, Ancient In-
novators, or Time Travelers programs, totaling over 1,900 students from 55 schools. 

The Oriental Institute continues to prioritize its participation in Amplify, a collective of arts 
organizations at the University of Chicago offering K–12 programming. We partnered with the Smart 
Museum to offer multi-site field trips to over 780 students from 12 schools throughout the year.

We updated our fees in December 2017, with the goal of simplifying our fee structure and in-
creasing revenue. To keep our museum accessible 
to any school or youth groups who wish to visit, 
we developed the Field Trip Funding Application, 
through which we waive fees for tour and tour and 
film programs for up to 120 students. Because of 
these changes, we can now offer free programming 
to groups over 60, while still increasing revenue. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Our annual Halloween party, Mummies Night, saw 
another successful year in 2017, attracting 400 vis-
itors (figs. 1–4). From over 80 post-event surveys, 
we learned that for nearly half of attendees, this 
was their first visit to the Oriental Institute, and 
that the majority of visitors were unaffiliated with 
the University. Mummies Night thus attracts many 
new visitors to the museum and reaches a diverse 
audience of community and University members. 
Using this data, we applied for and were awarded 
a $1,500 grant for Mummies Night 2018 through 
the Campus-Wide Inclusive Climate RFP. With this 
grant, we can continue to offer Mummies Night as 
a free, welcoming program, without cutting activi-
ties or raising costs. 

YOUTH AND FAMILY PROGRAMS
CALGARY HAINES-TRAUTMAN

above: Figure 1. Mummies Night visitors compete in 
the Mummy Wrap Race. Photo by David Turner.
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The Nowruz Celebration, a family program celebrating the Persian New Year, continued to grow 
in its third year, with attendance increasing 39% from 2017. Voluntary donations underwrote all of 
the expenses of the program, allowing us to offer a free program without cost to the Oriental Institute. 
Our partnership with the Zoroastrian Association of Chicago and the Federation of Zoroastrian As-
sociations of North America continues to be the driving force behind this event, and we look forward 
to future Nowruz Celebrations with them.

We diversified our workshops this year with the addition of two new hands-on workshops. With 
PhD candidate Sasha Rohret, we developed “Ancient Animals,” focusing on zooarchaeology (fig. 5). 
Assisted by fourth-year undergraduate facilitators Sylvia Cheever and Sebastian Otero, we also rede-
veloped a previously discontinued program on bioarchaeology, “All Bones About It” (fig. 9). 

Our partnership with the Girl Scouts continues to thrive, with many Girl Scouts attending our 
hands-on workshops. We have developed new fun patches for our newest workshops, which will 
further promote Girl Scout attendance (figs. 10 and 11). 

Our efforts offering hands-on workshops have paid off. Our strongest growth has been in work-
shop attendees, which increased by 28.7% from last year. Overall, our attendance at workshops and 
family programs increased by 6.4%, although the number of programs decreased overall by 10%. We 
plan to continue to offer high-quality programs that attract substantial numbers of visitors, over of-
fering larger numbers of programs with fewer attendees. This allows us to better focus our resources 
and most effectively engage visiting families.

above: Figures 2–4. Mummies Night at the OI, October 2017. Photos by David Turner.
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left: Figure 5. Kids take a close look at 
real animal bones to learn about how 
zooarchaeologists work in “Ancient Animals.”
above: Figure 6. What's Up, King Tut?

left: Figures 10–11. The new 
bioarchaeology and zooarchaeology fun 
patches will be available beginning in 

summer 2018 and feature artifacts from the 
Oriental Institute collections.

above: Figures 7–8. Junior Archeologist. 
below: Figure 9. Kids learn how 
bioarchaeologists excavate and study human 
bones in “All Bones About It.”
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overleaf: The rich landscape 
of Bamiyan, Afghanistan (©2015 
UNESCO; R. Mohammadi). After the 
Afghan Civil War and subsequent 
Taliban rule in the 1990s, the cultural 
heritage of Afghanistan has faced 
destruction and vulnerability. The 
OI has been heavily involved in its 
cultural restoration, partnering with 
the National Museum of Afghanistan 
(see the "Cultural Heritage Work in 
Afghanistan" project report, infra). This 
photo is seen in the OI book, Preserving 
the Cultural Heritage of Afghanistan: 
Proceedings of the International 
Conference Held at Kabul University, 
November 2014, which was published 
(2017) bi-lingually in Dari and English, 
available as a free PDF download: 
https://oi.uchicago.edu/preserving-
cultural-heritage-afghanistan.
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Our volunteer program remains strong, with 
over 100 active volunteers. Their extraordi-
nary efforts range across many different ar-
eas of the Oriental Institute, and make it the 
very special institution that it is. Volunteers 
provided over 5,000 hours of service in such 
areas as Research Archives on the Integrated 
Database, Museum Archives, Suq, and public 
programs including Mummies Night and Mu-
seum Tours to name just a few.

New ways to support the OI are always 
being identified such as tablet scanning proj-
ect that started up under the leadership of 
Susanne Paulus. Volunteers also provided 
valuable support to both the Hittite Confer-
ence in August and the CIPEG (International 
Committee for Egyptology) conference in 
September. Additionally, volunteers are 
working with the Centennial Planning Com-
mittee as we get ready to celebrate the OI’s 
100 year anniversary.

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
SUE GESHWENDER

top: Stephen Ritzel, 
Rebecca Binkley-

Albright, and Darren 
Vilmin at Mummies 

Night.

middle: Carole Yoshida 
reads stories at 

Mummies Night. 

bottom: Terry 
Friedman, Toni Smith, 

and Susanne Paulus.
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Docent-led tours have always brought 
the museum galleries to life in ways that 
excite and engage visitors of all ages. This 
year was no exception and docents gave 
tours to almost 200 different groups (over 
5,300 visitors).

Feasting creates bonds and the Pot-luck 
luncheons are quickly becoming the pre-
ferred way of volunteers to celebrate with 
OI faculty and staff. A Pot-luck luncheon 
marked the completion of docent training 
in the summer. The Holiday Party Pot-luck 
luncheon hosted over 100 people from all 
areas of the OI. The food is outstanding and 
the potluck lunch is now eagerly antici-
pated by volunteers, faculty, and staff alike.

Several more celebrations were held 
throughout the year. Monthly volunteer 
days provided an opportunity for the volun-
teers celebrate and honor a few colleague’s 
milestones; Foy Scalf was surprised in 
October with a cake, Gil Stein’s directorship 
celebrated in November, and Emily Teeter’s 
retirement was honored in December.  above: Calgary Haines-Trautman welcomes a 

group to the OI; Carlotta Maher, giving tours 
at the OI for over fifty years!
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Additionally, Research & 
Museum Archives volun-
teers were treated to a piz-
za party by Foy Scalf and 
Anne Flannery.

The book club is going 
strong into its third year. 
Attendance has doubled 
since its inception. A fac-
ulty representative is in-
vited to join each discussion. Opinions and interpretations vary within in the group, but everyone 
agrees they gain a better understanding and appreciation of the books through communal analysis.

The docent library continues to serve as home base for the volunteers. After many years of dedi-
cated service, Margaret Foorman has retired as head librarian. We sincerely thank Margaret for her 
outstanding work. The baton has been passed to Marilyn Murray, who stepped up to the position of 
head librarian in April. We also gained two new library assistants, Roberto Cepeda and Sara Lindholm.

IN MEMORIAM

The volunteer program lost four loyal friends this year: Muriel Brauer, Anita Greenberg, Alice James, 
and Andree Wood. These individuals exemplified the true spirit of volunteerism by devoting their 
passion, intellect, and support to help further the goals and mission of the Oriental Institute. We are 
so honored to have known and worked with them over the years and it is our good fortune that they 
chose to spend a portion of their lives with us.
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right: Gabriella Cohen, 
Gabriella Cigarroa, and 

Gabriele DaSilva. 

middle: Larry Lissak, 
Steve Essex, Shirlee 

Hoffman, Steve Scott, 
and Jean Nye. 

bottom: Suq volunteers 
Alice Mulberry and 

Louise Despres.

above top: Dalia Shefner and Anne 
Schumacher. 

above bottom: Jean Evans, Marilyn 
Murray, and Gaby Cohen.
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left: Susan Bazargan, 
Deloris Sanders, 
Stephen Ritzel, Director 
Christopher Woods, Anne 
Schumacher, and Joseph 
Barabe.

bottom left: Sue Padula, 
Larry Lissak, Calgary 
Haines-Trautman, and 
Catherine Duenas.

bottom right: Docents 
Joseph Calderone, Ralph 
Klein, and Mina Peak.
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VOLUNTEER RECOGNITION

The volunteer recognition ceremony was moved to the month of April to coincide with National 
Volunteer Appreciation Month. Congratulations to those who celebrated a milestone year in their 
volunteer service to the Oriental Institute:

25 Years
Anne Schumacher

10 Years
Susan Bazargan 

Roberta Buchanan 
Hilda Schlatter 

Larry Lissak

5 Years
Fred Eskra 
Steve Scott

VOLUNTEERS
*indicates active Museum Docent

Luella Adan*
Eric Aupperle

Joseph G. Barabe*
Nancy Baum*

Susan Bazargan*
Craig Bean*
Christel Betz

Rebecca Binkley-Albright
Ray Broms

Rafaela Brosnan
Roberta Buchanan*

Elizabeth Bush
Joseph Calderone*
Roberto Cepeda*

Benjamin Chametzky*
Gabriella Cigarroa*

Gabriella Cohen*
Kim Crawford

Gabriele DaSilva
Louise Despres
John DeWerd*

Catherine Duenas
Fred Eskra*
Steve Essex*

Margaret Foorman*
Meghan Forajter
Terry Friedman
Lauren Friesen*

Colleen Gallagher*

Fan Ge
Dario Giaconmoni*

Bill Gillespie
Terry Gillespie
Irene Glasner

Michael Goodyear*
Elizabeth Green
Debby Halpern*
Philip Halpern*

Janet Helman
Wahied Helmy*

Lee Herbst
Katherine Hodge

Shirlee A. Hoffman*
Julia Jacobs

Katherine Jarboe
Barbara Schubeler Jillson

Alex Jimerson
Emily Kane

Polina Kasian
Dennis Kelley

Rhyne King
Ralph Klein*

Stuart Kleven*
Carissa Knickerbocker

Kristin Leasia*
Katherine Lieber
Sara J Lindholm*
Laurence Lissak*

Zoe Ma
Carlotta Maher

Larisa Masri
Sherry McGuire*

Jacqueline Mendoza
Alice Mulberry

Marilyn Murray*
Bonnie Nelson
Marge Nichols

Jean Nye*
Sue Padula*
Mina Peak*

Miranda Pettengill*
Semra Prescott*
Olivia Puccetti

Michael Ramberg
Karen Righeimer
Stephen Ritzel*

Charles Ro
Sasha Rohret
Peg Romm*
Elaine Saenz

Deloris Sanders*
Roberta Schaffner
Hilda Schlatter*

Margaret Schmid*
Anne Schumacher

Stephen Scott*
Mary Shea
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Dalia Shefner
Toni Smith*

O. J. Sopranos
Dee Speich*

George Sundell
Craig Tews*

George Thomson
Norma van der Meulen

Darren Vilmin*
Tiffany Wang

Anastasia Weger
Alexis Wells

Ron Wideman*
Steve Wolfgang*
Carole Yoshida*

Annie Zhu
Amy Zillman
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overleaf: Egyptian embalming sheet 
made of linen (OIM E16899). The act 
of wrapping or unwrapping cloth in 
ancient Egypt was significant in daily 
life, religious rituals, and the mortuary 
cult. Indeed, the study of dress reveals 
much about the wearer — be it religious, 
political, ethnic, or social information. 
Constructing socio-cultural context and 
investigating the non-verbal language 
dress conveys are important parts of 
understanding ancient identities. This 
photo was one of many examples of 
ancient dress used in the program for 
14th annual Oriental Institute Seminar, 
Outward Appearance vs. Inward 
Significance; Addressing Identities 
through Attire in the Ancient World, 
March 1–2, 2018, organized by Aleksandra 
Hallmann: https://oi.uchicago.edu/
research/symposia/2018.html.
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The Oriental Institute’s development program underwent a considerable amount of change dur-
ing the 2017–18 academic year. To begin with, this was the first full year in which the development 
program operated within a single departmental unit overseeing philanthropic support, membership 
programming, and special events. This organizational restructuring brought together these three 
already inter-related and collaborative areas of activity, with the intent to build and integrate a more 
strategic approach to attracting, sustaining, expanding, and strengthening a base of partners and 
supporters committed to advancing the OI’s mission and goals. 

There also was a significant change in staff over the past year — Brittany Mullins left her position 
as director of Development and Kiran Webster left her position as assistant director of Development 
and Special Events, with both staff departures taking place near the middle of the academic year. 
Jennie Myers also left her position as Membership Program and Marketing manager in April of 2017, 
although her replacement would not be hired until later in the fall of 2017. The OI Development De-
partment is now fully staffed with a very new team — Wally Verdooren joined the OI as director of 
Development in March 2018, Polina Kasian became assistant director of Development and Events in 
January 2018, and Matt Welton started as Membership Program and Marketing manager in November 
2017. 

In addition, what was known as the Visiting Committee ever since it was launched at the OI in 
1951 has been renamed and repurposed as the Advisory Council. This key leadership group is now 
focusing its role even more on serving as ambassadors, connectors, and partners in the important 
philanthropic and community engagement efforts of the OI. John Rowe continues to serve as Coun-
cil chair, and Council members are continuing and expanding their involvement in a number of OI 
program and research activities, including service on various committees organizing activities and 
events for the upcoming OI Centennial Celebration during the 2019–20 academic year.

PHILANTHROPIC SUPPORT

In the previous year, the OI’s many partners have generously supported our mission to heighten 
understanding of the ancient Middle East through:

•	 ongoing and emerging research initiatives, 
•	 cultural preservation efforts on campus and in several other countries, 
•	 educational programming for scholars and community members, 
•	 a wide range of museum resources, 
•	 the conservation and documentation of our extensive artifact and archive collections.

Despite the many changes and staffing gaps that took place over the 2017–18 fiscal year, philanthropic 
support remained strong. Contributions from the Advisory Council, annual Members, and other do-
nors continue to maintain and strengthen the OI’s standing as the world’s leading center for research 
and scholarship on the ancient Middle East. Table 1 provides a summary of fundraising results over 
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the past year, and all the categories of philanthropic revenue represented in these figures make the 
OI’s important work possible.

In addition to securing essential fundraising support for budgeted annual programs and opera-
tions, a comprehensive fundraising plan and strategy were developed in the 2017–18 program year to 
achieve increased levels of annual support in the years ahead. Another key component of this enhanced 
fundraising plan is the launch of a major new campaign to commemorate and leverage the OI’s Centen-
nial Celebration which will take place during the 2019–20 academic year. During this past year, the OI’s 
leadership set a number of strategic and ambitious goals to achieve through this Centennial Campaign. 
As we move into a new century of leadership in ancient Middle Eastern studies, the OI must:

•	 Acquire new endowments and increased sponsorships to support emerging and ongoing 
archaeological, philological, historical, and cultural research and discovery activities.

•	 Continue to expand the Museum’s Gallery Enhancement Project which is currently replacing 
all free-standing cases and updating exhibits and displays.

•	 Create a far more welcoming, accessible, and functional entryway and lobby to attract ad-
ditional visitors and enhance their experience.

•	 Expand and strengthen the facilities and programming at Chicago House, the OI’s research 
center and Epigraphic Survey headquarters in Luxor, Egypt.

•	 Renovate Breasted Hall into a more comfortable and technologically equipped lecture, pre-
sentation, and learning facility.

•	 Make the OI’s inner garden courtyard, designed by the renowned landscape architect Beatrix 
Farrand, into a more integrated feature of the Museum and more accessible to the campus 
community and the general public.

•	 Enhance the resources of the OI’s community education program, which offers classes and 
learning activities on the ancient Near East to school children, teachers, college students, 
and other interested adults.

Achieving these goals will provide the Oriental Institute with essential scholarly and facility resources 
to equip us for continued growth in the next 100 years and beyond. While the plan and donor engage-
ment strategy for this Centennial Campaign have been outlined and initiated during the past year, 
the active fundraising period will span the next two years and culminate at the conclusion of the 
Centennial Celebration year in 2019–20. The OI greatly values and appreciates the continued philan-
thropic support of its many Members and contributors and welcomes any inquiries and offers related 
to additional support to the annual giving program and/or the Centennial Campaign.

Fiscal Year 2017–18 Fundraising 
Results by Giving Categories

$ Amount

Expendable Cash: $1,280,203

Realized Bequests: $387,271

Payments on Multi-Year Pledges: $45,119

New Pledge Commitments: $225,000

New Deferred Gifts: $100,000

Table 1
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MEMBERSHIP PROGRAMMING

Oriental Institute Membership rebounded to exceed financial goals for the 2017–18 fiscal year. Mem-
ber retention remains high, with a 15 percent increase in new memberships during the past year. 
The Oriental Institute is proud to have a committed group of supporters, intent on furthering our 
mission to advance OI research and communicate our discoveries to both the scholarly community 
and the general public. Thanks to Member support, the Oriental Institute is able to provide free daily 
admission to the OI Museum and to host free monthly lectures that are open to all Members and the 
community at large. 

This past year, Members enjoyed special access to Book of the Dead: Becoming God in Ancient 
Egypt, a very popular special exhibit of the Museum during the 2017–18 academic year. Members also 
took advantage of discounts in the museum gift shop, and on participation fees for classes, programs, 
and special events. The Oriental Institute is grateful to have such a dedicated and inquisitive group 
of Members, and we are thankful for their support, advocacy, and commitment to new discoveries 
of the ancient Middle East.

Members’ Lectures
The Oriental Institute Members’ Lectures saw increased attendance in 2018. Member support is 
directly responsible for lecturer honorariums, travel costs, reception budgets, and other logistical 
expenses. Without Member support, we would not be able to continue to provide free lectures to the 
general public. We thank each of our Members for their ongoing generosity. Our OI Members’ Lectures 
for the 2017–18 academic year included:

•	 Jodi Magness, “The Archaeology of Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls” (October 4, 2017)
•	 Chris Thornton, “Reflections on 10 Years at the Bronze Age Site of Bat in the Sultanate of Oman” 

(December 6, 2017)
•	 Yorke Rowan, “Kites, Tombs, and Houses in the ‘Land of Conjecture’: New Discoveries in the Black 

Desert, Jordan” (January 10, 2018)
•	 David P. Silverman, “The Other Book of the Dead” (February 7, 2018)
•	 Susanne Paulus, “Debts, Crime, and Prison: Daily Life in Babylonia ca. 1200 BC” (March 7, 2018)
•	 Peter Pfalzner, “On the Fringe of Mesopotamia: Investigating Urbanization and Cultural Interac-

tion During the Bronze Age in an Unexplored Part of Iraqi Kurdistan” (June 6, 2018)

In addition to these offerings, Members were also invited to attend a number of named lectures that 
took place at the OI during the past program year, and these special lecture programs are described in 
the Special Events section of this annual report. We would like to extend a very special thank you to 
all of our lecturers over the past year. The OI Members’ Lecture series aims to bring a varied selection 
of the most recent and pioneering work and scholarship on the ancient Middle East to our Members 
and our community. We look forward to an exciting and dynamic lecture season in 2018–19, which 
will begin on the first Wednesday of October in 2018. 

All of our OI lectures are uploaded and can be accessed for free from anywhere by visiting the 
Oriental Institute YouTube channel: youtube.com/jameshenrybreasted.

Young Professionals
The Oriental Institute’s Young Professional (YP) group is a vibrant community of young adults who 
support the overall mission and programs of the Oriental Institute. This special membership category 
is designed to give emerging business and civic leaders a meaningful way to engage with the Oriental 

oi.uchicago.edu

youtube.com/jameshenrybreasted


282 THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE

DEVELOPMENT | MEMBERSHIP PROGRAMMING

Institute, one of Chicago’s leading cultural institutions. YP membership is intended for anyone be-
tween the ages of twenty-two and forty-five who want to learn more about the ancient Middle East 
while participating in exclusive educational, social, and volunteer activities with some of the world’s 
foremost academics in their fields.

YP members use their creativity, knowledge, innovation, and professional skills to advance 
the Oriental Institute and serve as ambassadors, increasing awareness of the Institute’s work and 
engaging new audiences through outreach events. This past year Young Professionals enjoyed OI 
Architecture tours, exclusive Book of the Dead seminars and receptions, and access to the Field Mu-
seum’s Mummies special exhibit. At the end of the 2017–18 academic year, the Young Professional 
group began a phase of restructuring, with programming resuming in the 2018–19 academic year.

Members Publications
News & Notes, the OI Members’ quarterly magazine, has begun several creative changes over this past 
year. In the spring, we introduced thematic content with an issue devoted to food traditions in the 
ancient Middle East. As we roll out future changes to the formatting of News & Notes, it is our intent to 
expand accessibility while retaining the scholarly tone of articles written by OI faculty and research 
associates. 

News & Notes is published with the assistance of the Publications Office staff, and their dedica-
tion and hard work can be seen on each page. In addition to the Publications Office, we would like 
to thank each of the faculty and staff contributors who provided exciting and engaging articles 
for every issue.

Members Travel
During the 2017–18 program year, the Oriental Institute continued its tradition of providing once-in-
a-lifetime informative and comprehensive travel opportunities by visiting Jordan and Central Asia. 
This past October, twenty-four travelers joined Yorke Rowan, senior research associate and director 
of the Galilee Prehistory Project, on a journey through the archaeological heritage of Jordan. Travel-

right: 2017–18 News 
& Notes Members' 
magazine, issues 

236–239.
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ers got close to the adventure and grandeur of such locations as Petra, the Dead Sea, Wadi Rum, and 
Umm ar-Rasas. In addition to visiting highlights of Jordan, the Oriental Institute was able to arrange 
exclusive events with scholars and archaeologists, providing access to ongoing excavations in the 
Black Desert. 

In May of this year, seventeen travelers joined former OI director Gil Stein on an exploration of 
Central Asia. The excursion followed the Silk Road through Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan. 
Participants explored ancient sites, traditional arts and crafts, and Soviet Era art and architecture. The 
tour visited the barren Aral Sea of Uzbekistan, walked in the footsteps of Tamerlane, and interacted 
with local artisans at markets and workshops. 

Oriental Institute travel programs are 
unique in that our tour participants ex-
perience exclusive site visits and on-
site learning privileges not enjoyed 
by other institutions or travel 
groups. Our Members learn di-
rectly from some of the most 
eminent scholars in the world, 
at sites the Oriental Institute 
has been working on and re-
searching for almost a century. 
For more information on Ori-
ental Institute travel programs, 
contact the Membership Office at 
oi-membership@uchicago.edu or 
visit our website at oi.uchicago.edu/
travel, or our OI Members Travel page at 
facebook.com/OIMemberTravel. above: OI trip to Jordan.  

Photo by Judith Baxter.
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SPECIAL EVENTS

During the 2017–18 academic year, we hosted a variety of special events at the Oriental Institute for 
our Members, donors, and the general public. We celebrated the opening of the Book of Dead: Becom-
ing God in Ancient Egypt special exhibition, welcomed Breasted Society members for an architectural 
tour of the OI, and honored our former director Gil Stein. In addition, with the enormous help of fac-
ulty and staff, we organized a Research Fair during the annual University of Chicago Alumni Weekend, 
which saw thousands of alumni return to campus. We want to express a special thanks to our generous 
Members and other donors, whose support makes our exhibits, programming, research, and special 
events possible.

Members’ Preview of Book of the Dead:  
Becoming God in Ancient Egypt
OI members were among the first visitors of the special exhibit, Book 
of the Dead: Becoming God in Ancient Egypt, and on October 1, 2017, 
enjoyed a curator-led tour by Foy Scalf, research associate and head of 
the OI Research Archives. The unique exhibition included more than 
fifty objects, including two spectacular Books of the Dead — one was 
forty-one feet long — which were shown in their entirety for the first 
time in nearly a century. Additionally, the exhibit featured a re-cre-
ation of a burial with a rarely exhibited mummy surrounded by many 
objects inscribed with the Book of the Dead. Following the preview, 
guests gathered for a reception in the Edgar and Deborah Jannotta 
Mesopotamian Gallery.

Marija Gimbutas Memorial Lecture
Colin Renfrew, Lord Renfrew of Kaimsthorn, senior fellow of the Mc-
Donald Institute for Archaeological Research, formerly Disney profes-
sor of Archaeology, and director of the McDonald Institute, Univer-
sity of Cambridge, gave the Marija Gimbutas Memorial Lecture on 
November 8, 2017, which was titled, “Marija Rediviva: DNA and Indo-
European Origins.” Marija Gimbutas had a detailed knowledge of the 
archaeology of prehistoric Europe and of the cultures of “Old Europe” 
with their rich iconography of goddesses and gods, which she viewed 
as overwhelmed at the onset of the Bronze Age by the Kurgan inva-
sion, an incursion of a new population from the East European steppe 
lands north of the Black Sea. This she saw as the key impetus which 
brought Old Europe to an end, and which introduced to Europe a new 
population speaking early Indo-European languages. The first Marija 
Gimbutas Memorial Lecture offered a critical review of the question 
of Indo-European language origins and highlighted the contribution 
of one of the leading prehistorians of the twentieth century.

top: Book of the Dead exhibit poster, highlighting a 
vignette of BD 125 from the famous Papyrus Milbank.

bottom: Foy Scalf giving a tour for the Book of the 
Dead: Becoming God in Ancient Egypt exhibit.
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Emily Teeter Retires: Celebrating Twenty-Seven Years
On December 1, 2017, the Oriental Institute celebrated the twenty-seven-year career of Emily Teeter 
with a reception in the Edgar and Deborah Jannotta Mesopotamian Gallery. The event started with 
remarks made by OI director Christopher Woods, who recounted many of Emily’s contributions to the 
OI, including her work curating the Joseph and Mary Glimshaw Egyptian Gallery and coordinating the 
special exhibits program. Woods also noted her work for publications and her efforts to raise the vis-
ibility of the OI in local, national, and international communities. Among others who spoke during the 

reception was Janet H. Johnson, Morton D. Hull Distinguished Service 
Professor of Egyptology and editor of the Chicago Demotic Dictionary 
Project, who cited Emily’s contributions to the field of Egyptology, and 
volunteer Shirlee Hoffman, who thanked Emily for her generosity and 
time training and assisting docents. 

James Henry Breasted Society Event:  
Architectural Tour of the Oriental Institute
On December 7, 2017, members of the Breasted Society came to the 
OI to view architectural elements of our building with: Tasha Vorder-
strasse, University and Continuing Education program coordinator and 
research associate; Kiersten Neumann, museum curator and research 
associate; and Susan van der Meulen, OI volunteer and architect. The 
guests enjoyed cocktails and hors d’oeuvres and discussed often over-
looked design elements on the first two floors of the building, includ-
ing the Museum galleries and lobby, Research Archives, and Director’s 
Suite. The tour also included an in-depth look at architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s plan for Greater Baghdad (1957), which was on display in the 
Edgar and Deborah Jannotta Mesopotamian Gallery. This event was 
made possible by the members of the James Henry Breasted Society, 
who provide an annual and renewable source of support for priority 
research projects of the Oriental Institute. 

Young Professionals Group Event
The OI’s growing and dedicated Young Professionals group joined us 
on February 21, 2018, in the Persian Gallery for a cocktail reception 
and talk with Matthew Welton, Member Program and Marketing man-
ager, about future development of the group and ways to attract new 
members. After a live harp musical performance by Tasha Vorder-
strasse, University and Continuing Education program coordinator 
and research associate, the guests joined Foy Scalf, the special exhibit’s 
curator and head of the Oriental Institute Research Archives, for a pri-
vate tour of the special exhibition, Book of the Dead: Becoming God in 
Ancient Egypt. We would like to express special thanks to Foy Scalf and 
Tasha Vorderstrasse for providing a unique experience to our guests. 
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Fourteenth Annual Postdoctoral Seminar
Postdoctoral fellow Aleksandra Hallmann organized the fourteenth annual postdoctoral seminar, 
hosted at the Oriental Institute on March 1–2, 2018. This year’s conference, titled, Outward Appear-
ance vs. Inward Significance: Addressing Identities through Attire in the Ancient World, brought 
together U.S. and international scholars to investigate multiple trajectories of the role of dress in the 
construction of various identities in the ancient world. Conference speakers took a curator-led tour 
of the Oriental Institute and attended a number of dinners, including one in the Persian Gallery. All 
presentations of this year’s postdoctoral seminar were free and open to OI Members and the public, 
thanks to the generous support of Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Lee Herbst and the William J. Robarts Fund. A 
publication of the conference proceedings is currently in production. 

Joint James Henry Breasted Society and Young Professionals  
Event at the Field Museum
The Anthropology Alliance of the Field Museum invited the OI’s Breasted Society and Young Profes-
sionals Group members to join a lecture in the Montgomery Ward Lecture Hall along with an addi-
tional opportunity to be among the first to view their special exhibition Mummies on March 17, 2018. 
This event was a part of a partnership between the OI and the Anthropology Alliance.

above: Photos from the 14th Oriental 
Institute Seminar; participants and 
responders; Aleksandra Hallmann, 

organizer. Photos by Charissa Johnson.

far right: Gil Stein, former Oriental 
Institute director, with OI director Chris 

Woods (right), and Robert Zimmer, 
president of the University of Chicago 

(left). Photo by Sue Geshwender.

oi.uchicago.edu



2017–18 ANNUAL REPORT 287

SPECIAL EVENTS | DEVELOPMENT

The Braidwood Visiting Scholar Program and Lecture
On April 4, 2018, the Oriental Institute welcomed Arlene M. Rosen, professor of Anthropology and 
director of the Environmental Archaeology Laboratory at the University of Texas at Austin, as the 
Braidwood Visiting Scholar. As part of the Braidwood Visiting Scholar Program, Arlene delivered one 
public lecture titled, Climate Change and the Origins of Agriculture in Western Asia: A Story of Risk, 
Resilience, and Sustainable Foraging during Cycles of Wet and Dry Conditions, and two workshops 
intended for graduate students, faculty and research staff: Geoarchaeology as a Technique for Ad-
dressing Social Questions in Archaeology; and Theory and Practice of Environmental Archaeology. The 
Braidwood Visiting Scholar Program in Archaeology aims to encourage and perpetuate the educational 
values of Robert and Linda Braidwood, particularly their commitment to the mentorship and training 
of graduate students specializing in the archaeology of the ancient Middle East.

Celebrating Gil Stein: Fifteen Years of Leadership
On April 11, 2018, the OI celebrated Gil Stein’s incredible fifteen-year run as director. A catered recep-
tion followed, featuring reflections on Gil’s leadership from university president Robert Zimmer and 
current OI director Christopher Woods. Among Gil’s highlighted accomplishments were the installa-
tion of new galleries in the museum, the initiation of the OI Special Exhibits programs, an increase 

of field projects, and more. In addition to his role 
as director, Gil conducted his own field projects in 
several Middle Eastern countries. He came to the OI 
in 2001, and his three terms as director are surpassed 
only by OI founder James Henry Breasted. Gil is cur-
rently a professor of Near Eastern Archaeology at the 
OI and in the Department of Near Eastern Languages 
and Civilizations, as well as the senior advisor to the 
provost for Cultural Heritage.
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David A. Kipper Ancient Israel Lecture Series
On May 2, 2018, Mordechai Aviam, senior lecturer in the Department 
of Land of Israel Studies at Kinneret College on the Sea of Galilee and 
senior researcher in the Institute for Galilean Archaeology, gave a 
lecture in the annual David A. Kipper Ancient Israel Lecture Series 
titled, Y’odfat (Jotapata): The Life and Death of a Jewish Galilean 
Town: A Case Study for Jewish Life at the End of the Second Temple 
Period, and led a workshop about new discoveries in the first and 
second centuries in Galilee for graduate students and faculty. During 
his workshop, Mordechai met with graduate students from the Near 
Eastern Languages and Civilizations Department, the Divinity School, 
and the Anthropology Department, as well as faculty and staff from 
the Oriental Institute. 

Research Fair at the Oriental Institute
As a part of the University of Chicago’s annual Alumni Weekend Pro-
gram, the OI organized a Research Fair in its galleries on June 1, 2018. 
Faculty and staff presented materials on their research to University 
alumni and discussed their current projects with visitors. This event 
attracted more than 150 alumni and family members with interests 
in the OI’s mission, and we are looking forward to an even bigger OI 
presence during next year’s Alumni Weekend.

left: Research fair at the 
OI with Hervé Reculeau 
(above) and Tasha 
Vorderstrasse (below). 
Photos by Anne Ryan. 
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ADVISORY COUNCIL
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— John W. Rowe, Chairman* —

Guity Nashat Becker
Gretel Braidwood*

Andrea Dudek
Marjorie M. Fisher*

Margaret E. Foorman*
Isak V. Gerson*

Nancy Gerson* (deceased)
Byron Gregory
Lewis Gruber*
Misty Gruber*

Howard Hallengren
Deborah Halpern

Thomas C. Heagy*
Janet W. Helman*

Arthur Lee Herbst*
Roger David Isaacs

Barbara Jillson
Neil J. King

John D. Lawrence
Aldis Liventals

Carlotta Maher*
John W. McCarter Jr.

Catherine A. Novotny 
Susan Padula

John Otto Peters III
Kitty Picken*

Harvey Plotnick
Crennan M. Ray

Aimee Drolet Rossi
Roberta Schaffner

Robert G. Schloerb*
Lois M. Schwartz*
Charles N. Secchia

Coleman Seskind, M.D.
O. J. Sopranos*

Rebecca Wilson Stein
Walter Vandaele
Anna M. White

Nicole S. Williams*

*Denotes Life Member
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HONOR ROLL OF DONORS AND MEMBERS

The Oriental Institute gratefully recognizes the many donors who have furthered the mission and 
impact of the OI with a gift of $100 or more from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018. The following pages list 
the many donors whose gifts help to inspire excellence at the Oriental Institute. We celebrate your 
commitment and are pleased to recognize publicly the impact of your generosity on the Institute and 
our community. We appreciate you!

$50,000 and Above

Alwin Clemens Carus Mineral Trust, Dickinson, North Dakota
Anonymous, Princeton, New Jersey

Dr. and Mrs. Sharukin Yelda, Chicago, Illinois
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund, Boston, Massachusetts

Mr. Edgar D. Jannotta, Winnetka, Illinois,
Mr. Philip Elenko, New York, New York
Ms. Alice Sgourakis, Oakland, California

Roshan Cultural Heritage Institute, Washington, D.C.

$25,000–$49,999

Dr. Marjorie M. Fisher, Birmingham, Michigan
Florence O. Hopkins Charitable Fund, Inc., Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Isak V. Gerson and Mrs. Nancy H. Gerson†, Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Jeanne Rowe and Mr. John W. Rowe, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Andrea M. Dudek, Orland Park, Illinois
Ms. Betty L. Perkins, Los Alamos, New Mexico

Ms. Catherine Novotny, Chicago, Illinois
Schwab Charitable Fund, San Francisco, California

$10,000–$24,999

American Research Center in Egypt, Alexandria, Virginia
Dr. Coleman R. Seskind, MD, Chicago, Illinois

Dr. John R. Alden, Ann Arbor, Michigan
Honorable H. Warren Siegel and Mrs. Janet Siegel, San Juan Capistrano, California

Mr. Edward S. Delaplaine and Mr. Todd Wilson, Crownsville, Maryland
Mr. James L. Foorman and Mrs. Margaret E. Foorman, Winnetka, Illinois

Mr. O. J. Sopranos and Mrs. Angeline Buches Sopranos, Winnetka, Illinois
Mrs. Barbara Kipper, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Guity Nashat Becker, Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Lois B. Schwartz, Los Angeles, California
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Mrs. Lorna Puttkammer Straus, Mackinac Island, Michigan
Mrs. Malda S. Liventals and Mr. Aldis V. Liventals, Wilton, Connecticut

Ms. Gwenda Blair and Mr. Matthew W. Stolper, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Lucia Woods Lindley and Mr. Daniel A. Lindley, Jr., New York, New York

National Philanthropic Trust DAF, Jenkintown, Pennsylvania

$5,000–$9,999

Exxon Mobil Corporation, Irving, Texas
KPMG Foundation, Paramus, New Jersey

Mr. Avijit Gupta and Dr. Rita Gupta, Vienna, Virginia
Mr. Harold Sanders and Mrs. Deloris Sanders, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. James B. Nicholson and Mrs. Ann V. Nicholson, Detroit, Michigan
Mr. Matthew Whealton, San Francisco, California

Mr. Norman J. Rubash and Mrs. Norman Rubash, Evanston, Illinois
Mr. Robert G. Schloerb and Mrs. Mary W. Schloerb, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Roger David Isaacs and Mrs. Joyce R. Isaacs, Glencoe, Illinois
Mr. Walter M. Guterbock and Mrs. Susan E. Guterbock, Anacortes, Washington

Mrs. Deborah G. Halpern and Mr. Philip Halpern, Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Nicole S. Williams and Mr. Lawrence Becker, Glencoe, Illinois
Ms. Judy Powell and Mr. Lee J. Powell, St. Simons Island, Georgia

Ms. Susan Padula and Mr. Richard Padula, Barrington, Illinois

$2,500–$4,999

Dr. Arthur E. Ostergard, MD, Lake Oswego, Oregon
Anonymous, Crete, Illinois

Community Fund for Greeley & Weld County, Greeley, Colorado
Dr. Donald S. Whitcomb and Dr. Janet H. Johnson, Chicago, Illinois

Dr. Morag M. Kersel and Dr. Yorke M. Rowan, Chicago, Illinois
Dr. Rex C. Haydon and Dr. Maria C. Lozada, Chicago, Illinois

IBM Corporation, Armonk, New York
Mr. Albert Wallace Lyons and Ms. Margaret C. Brandt, Eminence, Kentucky

Mr. Byron Gregory and Mrs. Sue Gregory, Wilmette, Illinois
Mr. Chad Yonker and Ms. Lorien Yonker, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Charles M. Shea and Mrs. Mary G. Shea, Wilmette, Illinois
Mr. Charlie Secchia and Mrs. Elizabeth Secchia, Ada, Michigan

Mr. Ed Thayer and Mrs. Sandi Thayer, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Julius Lewis†, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Norman Lyster, Greeley, Colorado
Mr. Raymond D. Tindel and Ms. Gretel Braidwood, Earlysville, Virginia

Mr. Richard Gray†, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Richard Henry Beal and Ms. JoAnn Scurlock, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Stephen W. Baird and Mrs. Susan Baird, Glencoe, Illinois
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Mr. Thomas C. Heagy and Ms. Linda H. Heagy, Sea Island, Georgia
Mrs. Anita Dulak and Mr. James Dulak, Mohawk, New York

Mrs. Barbara K. Schnitzer and Dr. Thomas J. Schnitzer, Chicago, Illinois
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Mrs. Deborah A. Bekken and Mr. Richard G. Kron, Chicago, Illinois
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Ms. Barbara Breasted Whitesides and Mr. George M. Whitesides, Newton, Massachusetts
Ms. Carmen E. Martin and Mr. Kevin Schultze, Jackson, Wyoming

Ms. Roberta Schaffner, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Virginia O'Neill, Littleton, Colorado

Nuveen Benevolent Trust, Chicago, Illinois
Stephen and Susan M. Baird Foundation, Winnetka, Illinois

The Peter & Joan Secchia Family Foundation, Grand Rapids, Michigan
The Rhoades Foundation, Chicago, Illinois
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Cameron Brown Foundation, Lake Forest, Illinois
Dr. Bonnie M. Sampsell and Mr. R. B. Sampsell, Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Dr. Gyu I. Gang, Elmhurst, Illinois
Dr. Joseph W. Jarabak and Dr. Rebecca R. Jarabak, Chicago, Illinois
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Dr. Miriam Reitz, Chicago, Illinois
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Mr. Frank L. Schneider, JD and Mrs. Karen M. Schneider, Chicago, Illinois
Frederick and Diana Elghanayan Family Foundation, New York, New York

Ms. Gail H. Adele, Bellingham, Washington
Ms. Janet Arey and Mr. Roger Atkinson, Sebastopol, California

Mr. Jerry J. Felmley, Tucson, Arizona
Dr. Joseph T. Lach, PhD and Ms. Carol C. Albertson, Evanston, Illinois

Ms. Kate Pavlou, Bloomington, Illinois
Mr. Lawrence A. Stein, Esq., Chicago, Illinois

Anonymous, Kempton, Pennsylvania
Mr. and Mrs. Lewis S. Gruber, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Doane Cocks, McHenry, Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Klinzing, Leawood, Kansas
Mr. and Mrs. William J. O'Neill, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Arthur M. Martin, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Bruce Beyer Williams and Mrs. Patricia A. Williams, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Charles Edward Willis, Bethesda, Maryland
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Mr. Collier Hands, Lovell, Maine
Mr. David Michael Viner and Ms. Diana Elizabeth Hardy, Belmont, California

Mr. David W. Maher and Mrs. Jill Carlotta Maher, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Donald M. Green, Coral Gables, Florida

Mr. Douglas Hoffman and Ms. Shirlee A. Hoffman, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Douglas McDonough and Ms. Barbara L. McDonough, Homewood, Illinois

Mr. E. Bruce Dunn and Mrs. Nancie Dunn, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. George MacDonald, Largo, Florida

Mr. Gregory L. Vogel, Lisle, Illinois
Mr. James Charles Lugannani and Mrs. Atsuko Ann Lugannani, La Jolla, California

Mr. James E. Schwinn, Shenandoah, Texas
Mr. James J. Glasser and Mrs. James J. Glasser, Lake Forest, Illinois

Mr. Jeffrey A. Lamken, Arlington, Virginia
Mr. John D. Lawrence and Mr. Tim Marchesi, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. John W. McCarter, Jr. and Mrs. John W. McCarter, Jr., Northfield, Illinois
Mr. Karim Alexander Mostafa, New York, New York

Mr. Michael L. Klowden and Ms. Patricia D. Klowden, Santa Monica, California
Mr. Neil J. King and Mrs. Diana H. King, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Patrick Paul Fee and Mrs. Anne W. Fee, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin
Mr. Richard A. Miller, Oak Lawn, Illinois

Mr. Robert Wagner and Mrs. Rose Wagner, Perrysburg, Ohio
Mr. S. Courtenay Wright and Ms. Sara N. Paretsky, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Allison Mignone and Mr. Roberto Mignone, Bronxville, New York
Mrs. Carol E. Randel and Mr. Don Michael Randel, Ithaca, New York

Mrs. Carolynne A. Hertenstein and Mr. Scott E. Hertenstein, Cary, North Carolina
Mrs. Christine S. Kamil and Mr. Waheeb N. Kamil, Westfield, New Jersey

Mrs. Ellen P. Granger and Mr. Thomas D. Granger, Naples, Florida
Mrs. Jean M. Brown, Lake Forest, Illinois

Mrs. Judy Fitz, West Bend, Wisconsin
Anonymous, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Marsha Baade and Mr. Ronald R. Baade, Winnetka, Illinois
Mrs. Mary F. Giacomoni and Mr. Dario Giacomoni, Minneapolis, Minnesota

Mrs. Sara Jean Lindholm and Mr. George P. Surgeon, Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Shirley W. Ryan and Mr. Patrick G. Ryan, Winnetka, Illinois

Ms. Cynthia A. Bates and Professor Kevin F. Rock, Evanston, Illinois
Ms. Delores Eckrich and Mr. Richard Eckrich, Denver, Colorado

Ms. Diana Elghanayan and Mr. Frederick Elghanayan, New York, New York
Ms. Frances F. Rowan, Potomac Falls, Virginia

Ms. Janet Mostafa, San Marino, California
Ms. Joan S. Fortune, New York, New York

Ms. Judith Baxter and Mr. Stephen Smith, Oak Park, Illinois
Ms. Kathleen Sumner, Columbus, Ohio

Ms. Kimberly M. Snyder, Charlottesville, Virginia
Ms. Louise Grunwald, New York, New York

Ms. Lowri Lee Sprung, San Pedro, California
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Ms. Margery Al-Chalabi, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Patricia A. Holst and Mr. Stephen L. Holst, Westport, Massachusetts

Ms. Patty A. Hardy and Mr. Andrew Nourse, Redwood City, California
R. B. Industries Inc., Winnetka, Illinois

Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc., Indianapolis, Indiana
Wolf Point Shopping Center, Prospect Heights, Illinois

$500–$999

Bauer Coble Studios, Galesburg, Michigan
Anonymous, Chicago, Illinois

Dr. John C. Michael and Mrs. Christine G. Michael, Wilmette, Illinois
Dr. Robert Y. Turner, Haverford, Pennsylvania

Dr. Ronald Michael and Mrs. Zena Michael, Hammond, Indiana
Dr. Thomas W. Andrews, Hinsdale, Illinois

Dr. Willard E. White, Phoenix, Arizona
Groupon, Inc., Chicago, Illinois

Ira or Janina Marks Charitable Trust II, Evanston, Illinois
Mr. Alexander Kintner, Evanston, Illinois

Mr. and Mrs. Robert D. Jollay, Jr., St. Petersburg, Florida
Mr. Bruce P. Burbage, Venice, Florida

Mr. Charles Barry Friedman and Mrs. Terry Friedman, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Charles F. Custer, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Charles Marks, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Daniel R. Malecki, Kensington, California

Mr. David J. Pichurski and Marilyn Murray, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. E. Eric Clark and Mrs. Alice H. Clark, Sierra Madre, California
Mr. Gary W. Rexford and Mrs. Lillian K. Rexford, Topeka, Kansas

Mr. Howard E. Hallengren, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. John A. Bross and Ms. Judy Carmack Bross, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. John A. Zenko and Mrs. John A. Zenko, Libertyville, Illinois

Mr. John Eric Schaal and Mrs. Susan B. Schaal, Burr Ridge, Illinois
Mr. John R. Gardner and Ms. Dorothy Hannon Gardner, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. John Stanley Hamilton, La Grange, Illinois
Mr. Kirk Lee Schmink, San Francisco, California

Mr. Michael B. Joyce and Mrs. Anna Joyce, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Morris Knutsen, West Des Moines, Iowa

Mr. Norman A. Robins and Ms. Sandra Robins, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Norman Perman and Mrs. Lorraine Perman, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Paul E. Marks and Mrs. Anna A. Marks, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Peter Lacovara, Albany, New York

Mr. Ray Franklin Johnson and Ms. Linda P. Elliott, Palos Verdes Estates, California
Mr. Raymond McBride, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Richard Harwood, Colorado Springs, Colorado
Mr. Robert Bauer and Mr. John Coble, Galesburg, Michigan
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Mr. Robert I. Wilson and Mrs. Sharon Wilson, Peoria, Illinois
Mr. Robert Kao, West Linn, Oregon

Mr. Ronald A. Martinetti and Mrs. Ky Martinetti, Sierra Madre, California
Mr. Stewart D. White, Bembridge, United Kingdom

Mr. Teed J. Welch, Waccabuc, New York
Mr. William A. Farone and Ms. Cynthia H. O'Douohue, Irvine, California

Mr. Wolfgang Frye, Phoenix, Arizona
Mrs. Amy Livingood and Dr. John M. Livingood, Bethesda, Maryland

Mrs. Angela C. Jacobi and Mr. George Thomas Jacobi, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Mrs. Barbara A. Thomas and Mr. Randolph Frank Thomas, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Elizabeth Peterjohn and Dr. Harlan R. Peterjohn, Bay Village, Ohio
Mrs. Mary P. Hines, Winnetka, Illinois

Ms. Adrienne Long, Claremont, California
Ms. Ann C. Gunter, Evanston, Illinois

Ms. Anna M. White, Terre Haute, Indiana
Ms. Annette Youngberg and Mr. Daniel W. Youngberg, Corvallis, Oregon

Ms. Barbara J. Hall, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Carole J. Shore and Mr. Michael J. Shore, Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Ms. Elizabeth F. Carter, Los Angeles, California
Ms. Heidi Camp and Mr. Steven H. Camp, Winnetka, Illinois

Ms. Holly J. Mulvey, Evanston, Illinois
Ms. Julia A. Beringer, Western Springs, Illinois

Ms. Kathleen F. Barrett, Pleasant Hill, California
Ms. Priscilla Bath, Trenton, New Jersey

Ms. Rebecca Wilson Stein, Grand Rapids, Michigan
Ms. Sarah Glynn and Mr. William Glynn, Dekalb, Illinois

Professor Adrian R. J. Kerr, Fort Myers, Florida
Professor Gerald E. Kadish, Binghamton, New York

Raymond James Charitable Endowment Foundation, St. Petersburg, Florida

$250–$499

Ayco Charitable Foundation, Albany, New York
Dr. David P. Silverman, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Dr. Glennda S. Marsh-Letts, Springwood, Australia

Dr. Henry D. Slosser, Pasadena, California
Dr. Peter Sargon, Lincolnwood, Illinois

Dr. Randi Rubovits-Seitz, Washington, D.C.
Dr. Samuel Ethan Fox, Chicago, Illinois

Dr. Elizabeth R. Gebhard, PhD and Mr. Matthew W. Dickie, Alexandria, Virginia
Helge Anderson, Koln, Germany

Dr. John W. Boyer, PhD and Mrs. Barbara A. Boyer, Chicago, Illinois
Journeys of the Mind, Oak Park, Illinois

Ms. Karen Konwal and Mr. Roger Konwal, Elmhurst, Illinois
Ms. Karen Robinson, Saint Paul, Minnesota
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Dr. M. Roy Schwarz, MD and Mrs. T.C. Schwarz, Winchester, Virginia
Ms. Maria Nasiakas, Chicago, Illinois

Miss Kristin Thompson, Madison, Wisconsin
Mr. A. Patrick Papas and The Honorable Martha A. Mills, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Alain Bresson, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Richard D. Bliss, Excelsior, Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. Eastwood, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Arthur H. Anderson, Jr. and Mrs. Rebecca E. Anderson, Evanston, Illinois
Mr. Barry Atkinson and Mrs. Carol E. Atkinson, Port Orange, Florida

Mr. Bernard L. Krawczyk, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Charles Lindsey and Mrs. Zikri Yusof, Des Plaines, Illinois

Mr. Charles R. Nelson, Seattle, Washington
Mr. Christopher Newman and Ms. Marjorie K. Newman, Hoffman Estates, Illinois

Mr. Dan Saltzman, Portland, Oregon
Mr. Daniel G. Cedarbaum and Ms. Caryn Jacobs, Evanston, Illinois

Mr. Dean F. Richardson, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Mr. Edward Day Hatcher and Ms. Valerie Hoffman Hatcher, Morris, Illinois

Mr. Eric B. Whitacre, Oro Valley, Arizona
Mr. Erwin Jaumann, Gaithersburg, Maryland

Mr. Fred Botha, Surprise, Arizona
Mr. G. William Brown, Jr. and Ms. Amy Moss, Durham, North Carolina

Mr. George R. Sundell, Wheaton, Illinois
Mr. Gregory Gene Knight and Ms. Constance Gordon, Eagle, Idaho

Mr. Henry S. Dixon and Ms. Linda Giesen, Dixon, Illinois
Mr. Hill Hammock and Mrs. Cheryl W. Hammock, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. James F. Joyner, Spartanburg, South Carolina
Mr. James H. Nye and Mrs. Jean M. Nye, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. James L. Padgett and Ms. Rosanne Fitko, Lake Forest, Illinois
Mr. John P. Mahoney, Tallahassee, Florida

Mr. John Robilotti and Ms. Joyce Robilotti, Staten Island, New York
Mr. John Shearman, Perrysburg, Ohio

Mr. Kere Frey, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Leoti de Vries-Mostert, Waalre, Netherlands

Mr. Mark D. Dawson and Mrs. Susan L. Dawson, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Matthew Hedman, Moscow, Idaho

Mr. Michael Dorner, St. Paul, Minnesota
Mr. Patrick Francis Conway and Mrs. Jeanne M. Conway, Rocky River, Ohio
Mr. Paul Benjamin Schechter and Ms. Naomi Reshotko, Denver, Colorado

Mr. Richard Lann, Colorado Springs, Colorado
Mr. Richard Walker and Ms. Rita Walker, Oviedo, Florida

Mr. Robert M. Shelbourne and Mrs. Tatiana A. Shelbourne, Washington, D.C.
Mr. Robert O. Delaney, Winnetka, Illinois

Mr. Steven Anthony Clark and Ms. Janet L. Raymond, Oak Lawn, Illinois
Mr. Thomas Jedele and Dr. Nancy J. Skon Jedele, Tucson, Arizona

Mr. Thomas K. Yoder, Chicago, Illinois
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Mrs. Beth Sonnenschein and Mr. Hugo F. Sonnenschein, Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Carole J. Lewis and Thaddeus Walczak, Jensen Beach, Florida

Mrs. Debra Ann Webber and Ms. Joel Andrew Webber, Lincolnshire, Illinois
Mrs. Gwendolyn P. Dhesi and Mr. Nirmal Singh Dhesi, Santa Rosa, California

Mrs. Inge K. Winer and Dr. Jerome A. Winer, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania
Mrs. Judith R. Phillips, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Judy Blau and Mr. Merrill Blau, Highland Park, Illinois
Mrs. Julia F. Knight and Mr. William J. Knight, South Bend, Indiana

Mrs. Lorraine Barba and Mr. Randolph Barba, Wilmette, Illinois
Mrs. Melody Hainline and Mr. T.R. Hainline, Jacksonville, Florida

Mrs. Peggy Lewis Sweesy, San Diego, California
Ms. Anne Leith, Little Current, Ontario, Canada

Ms. Anne N. Rorimer, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Cynthia Coleman and Mr. Mark Coleman, Potsdam, New York

Ms. Diane Tayeby, Charlotte, Vermont
Ms. Elisabeth R. French, Washington, D.C.

Ms. Elizabeth C. Stone and Mr. Paul E. Zimansky, Stony Brook, New York
Ms. Ellen C. Benson and Mr. George W. Benson, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Gail P. McClain, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Janis F. Nall and Mr. Larry Nall, Sopchoppy, Florida

Ms. Kay Golitz, Barrington, Illinois
Ms. Lynne F. Schatz and Mr. Ralph A. Schatz, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Margaret B. Handelman, San Francisco, California
Ms. Margaret L. King, Evanston, Illinois

Ms. Margaret L. Largay, Lake Forest, Illinois
Ms. Mary Jo Hartle and Mr. James B. Hartle, Santa Barbara, California

Ms. Melissa A. Stoll, Wood Dale, Illinois
Ms. Nancy Houston and Mr. Stephen Houston, Cranston, Rhode Island

Ms. Patricia Stoll, Wood Dale, Illinois
Ms. Sheila Bosron and Mr. William Bosron, Indianapolis, Indiana

Ms. Sona Kalousdian and Mr. Ira Lawrence, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Susan N. Young, La Grange, Illinois

Northern Trust Charitable Giving Program, Chicago, Illinois
Pfizer Foundation Inc., Princeton, New Jersey

Wells Fargo Foundation, Saint Paul, Minnesota

$100–$249

Ms. Amelia Smithers, Gentilino, Switzerland
Mr. Andrew Simmons, Lake Forest, Illinois

Ms. Anna Dembowski, Chicago, Illinois
Benjamin Foundation, Inc., Jupiter, Florida
Charitable Flex Fund, Paramus, New Jersey

Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology — Rush, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Dorinda J. Oliver, New York, New York

$250–$499 (cont.)

oi.uchicago.edu



2017–18 ANNUAL REPORT 299

HONOR ROLL | DEVELOPMENT

Dr. and Mrs. Robert Haselkorn, Chicago, Illinois
Dr. Barbara A. Porter, Boston, Massachusetts

Dr. Charles M. Adelman, Cedar Falls, Iowa
Dr. David Kolodrubetz and Dr. Ellen Kraig, San Antonio, Texas

Dr. David Woolman and Mrs. Ina Woolman, Providence, Rhode Island
Dr. Derek Van Amerongen, Cincinnati, Ohio

Dr. Edward F. Wente and Mrs. Leila Ibrahim Wente, Chicago, Illinois
Dr. Emily Teeter and Mr. Joseph Daniel Cain, Chicago, Illinois

Dr. Francois P. Gaudard, Chicago, Illinois
Dr. H. Lawrence Helfer and Mrs. Joanne S. Helfer, Pittsford, New York

Dr. Hans Schreiber and Ms. Karin Schreiber, Chicago, Illinois
Dr. Helen T. Goldstein, Iowa City, Iowa

Dr. Herbert B. Huffmon, Easton, Pennsylvania
Dr. James A. Brown and Ruth Aizuss Migdal, Evanston, Illinois

Dr. James P. Allen and Mrs. Susan J. Allen, Providence, Rhode Island
Dr. Jenny T. Hackforth-Jones and Mr. Gene A. Miller, Madison, Wisconsin

Dr. Jerrold Stephen Cooper and Ms. Carol Bier, Baltimore, Maryland
Dr. Joe Smolik and Ms. Marjean Smolik, Coppet, Switzerland

Dr. Joseph Adams Greene and Mrs. Eileen Caves, Belmont, Massachusetts
Dr. Kannan Kandallu and Mrs. Ramaprabha Kandallu, Carmel, Indiana

Dr. Kelvin Ward, Chicago, Illinois
Dr. Lowell Kent Handy and Ms. Erica Lynn Treesh, Des Plaines, Illinois

Dr. Maria-Luisa Alegre and Dr. Thomas Frank Gajewski II, Chicago, Illinois
Dr. Michael S. Flom, Henderson, Nevada

Dr. Michael Sha, Carmel, Indiana
Dr. Pablo Denes and Dr. Lucia B. Rothman-Denes, Chicago, Illinois

Dr. Phyllis K. Goldblatt and Mr. Marvin J. Goldblatt, Evanston, Illinois
Dr. Steven K. Clinton and Dr. Sandra K. Kostyk, Dublin, Ohio

Dr. Suzan Nadi, Bethesda, Maryland
Dr. Theresa He and Dr. Jonathan Blake Strauss, Chicago, Illinois
Dr. Valerie Fargo and Dr. John A. Roper III, Midland, Michigan

Dr. Wendall W. Wilson, Victoria, Texas
Dr. William K. Miller, Duluth, Minnesota

Dr. William Markey, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Hazel S. Fackler, Chicago, Illinois

Dr. Irmgard K. Koehler, MD, Chicago, Illinois
J.M. Smucker Co., Orrville, Ohio

Mr. James Gaynor and Mrs. Jill W. Gaynor, Richmond, Virginia
Ms. Jeanne M. Bailey, Los Angeles, California

Judge Mark Yerman and Mrs. Deborah M. Yerman, Citrus Springs, Florida
Ms. Lauren Gray, Brooklyn, New York

Ms. Marisel Hernandez and Mr. Steven Hernandez, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Mary Hoag, Chicago, Illinois

Miss Katherine J. Rosich, Washington, D.C.
Mr. Adam Barrett Conway, Chicago, Illinois
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Mr. Alan Blum and Ms. Mary Alyce Blum, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Alvin James, Cedar Hill, Texas

Mr. and Mrs. Charles W. Graham, Camden, Maine
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Hilliard, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Benjamin, Jupiter, Florida

Mr. and Mrs. John Michael O'Donnell, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. R. Douglas Wilson, Annapolis, Maryland

Mr. and Mrs. Russell H. Tuttle, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore N. Scontras, Saco, Maine

Mr. Anthony J. Barrett and Ms. Marguerite Kelly, Harpswell, Maine
Mr. Anthony John Mourek and Mrs. Karole Mourek, Riverside, Illinois

Mr. Antwane O. Lee, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Arthur T. Hurley and Mrs. Susan L. Hurley, Napa, California

Mr. Barry Fitzpatrick, Sutton Coldfield, England
Mr. Bill Harms and Mrs. Myra Harms, Brentwood, California

Mr. Bob Brier, Bronx, New York
Mr. Brendan P. Dempsey and Ms. Marsha L. Dempsey, Saint Louis, Missouri

Mr. Brian L. Cochran, Tucson, Arizona
Mr. Brian Peters, Homer Glen, Illinois

Mr. C. David Eeles, Columbus, Ohio
Mr. Charles Barry Friedman and Mrs. Terry Friedman, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Charles E. Jones and Alexandra A. O'Brien, PhD, New York, New York
Mr. Charles J. Fraas, Jr. and Mrs. Judy Fraas, Jefferson City, Missouri

Mr. Chris Ellis, Kirkland, Washington
Mr. Christopher Boebel and Ms. Glenna Eaves, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Claude Davis and Mrs. Linda Davis, Hillsborough, North Carolina
Mr. D. R. Moffett and Mrs. Jane M. Moffett, Chatham, Massachusetts

Mr. Daniel Nathan Robinson, Baltimore, Maryland
Mr. David A. Spetrino, Wilmington, North Carolina

Mr. David Dudley and Ms. Elizabeth Zenick Dudley, East Boothbay, Maine
Mr. David K. Hugus, Henderson, Nevada

Mr. David R. Reynolds and Mrs. Pamela C. Reynolds, Oak Park, Illinois
Mr. David Slobodkin and Mrs. Orly Slobodkin, Forest Park, Illinois
Mr. Don Wacker and Ms. Mary W. Wacker, Issaquah, Washington
Mr. Douglas Baum and Mrs. Lynne M. Wait, Homewood, Illinois

Mr. Douglas G. Murray and Mrs. Isobel M. Murray, Santa Barbara, California
Mr. Edward Alan Boyden, Westbury, New York

Mr. Edward C. Blau, Alexandria, Virginia
Mr. Fred Eskra, Palos Park, Illinois

Mr. Fred M. Donner, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Frederic C. Pearson, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Frederick L. Whittinghill and Ms. Joanmarie Hofmann, Wesley Chapel, Florida
Mr. Gary Giguere, Jr. and Mrs. Stephanie Giguere, Portage, Michigan

Mr. Gary M. Childers, Oak Park, Illinois
Mr. Gary N. Smith, Sacramento, California
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Mr. Gene B. Gragg and Mrs. Michele J. Gragg, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Gerhard H. Reusswig and Mrs. N. Linn Reusswig, Joplin, Missouri

Mr. Gregg Alan Rubinstein and Ms. Andrea C. Blackburn, Washington, D.C.
Mr. Gregory J. Gajda, Mount Prospect, Illinois

Mr. Harry F. Chaveriat, Jr. and Mrs. Lois J. Chaveriat, Lake Forest, Illinois
Mr. Haun Saussy and Dr. Olga V. Solovieva, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Hector J. Ferrer, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Howard Zar, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Hugh McFarlane, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. James F. Nelson and Mr. Yongqiang Zhang, San Antonio, Texas

Mr. Jennifer E. Wilson, Hailey, Idaho
Mr. Joel L. Handelman and Ms. Sarah R. Wolff, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. John A. Goldstein, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. John Buchanan and Mrs. Roberta Buchanan, Evanston, Illinois

Mr. John C. Aldrin and Mrs. Sylvia K. Aldrin, Gurnee, Illinois
Mr. John F. Burke, Riverside, Illinois

Mr. John F. Richards and Mrs. Marilyn M. Richards, Wilmette, Illinois
Mr. John G. Levi and Mrs. Jill F. Levi, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. John L. Cella, Jr. and Ms. Laura Prail, Duluth, Minnesota
Mr. John M. Beal, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. John P. Nielsen and Mrs. Mary Anne Nielsen, Lombard, Illinois
Mr. John Sanders and Mrs. Peggy Sanders, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. John Vinci, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. John W. Locke and Ms. Judith R. Locke, Chicago, Illinois

Anonymous, Venice, California
Mr. Joseph A. Calderone, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Joseph A. Putz and Mrs. JoAnn Putz, Palos Heights, Illinois
Mr. Joseph Bavaria and Ms. Kimberly Bavaria, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Mr. Joseph J. Luria, Miami Beach, Florida
Mr. Justin Bret Weiner, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Justin Shur and Ms. Kim Shur, Washington, D.C.
Anonymous, Edgewater, New Jersey

Mr. Karan Goel, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Ken Grumet and Ms. Mary Morris, Evanston, Illinois

Mr. Kenneth Moore, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Kent D. Sternitzke, Bowling Green, Ohio
Mr. Kevin M. Dent, Las Cruces, New Mexico

Mr. Lawrence R. Eicher and Mrs. Vicky C. Eicher, Charlottesville, Virginia
Mr. Lyle Gillman, Bloomingdale, Illinois

Mr. Mark R. Rosenbaum and Mrs. Mary-Ann Wilson Rosenbaum, Evanston, Illinois
Mr. Mazin Fuad Safar and Mrs. Michal Safar, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Michael B. Stelnicki, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Michael Ferris McCarney, Griffith, Indiana

Mr. Michael H. Levine and Ms. Susan Cohen Levine, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Michael J. Sobczyk, Des Plaines, Illinois
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Mr. Michael S. Hyman and Ms. Stephanie Young, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Michael Trachtenberg, Cliffside Park, New Jersey

Mr. Nels Frye, Brimfield, Massachusetts
Mr. Nicholas Vlamakis, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. O. John Brahos, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Paul S. Linsay and Ms. Roni A. Lipton, Newton, Massachusetts

Mr. Peter J. Hegel, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Peter Zimmerman, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Philip McCall Bridwell and Mrs. Courtney Bridwell, Seattle, Washington
Mr. Phillip K. George, Ravenna, Ohio
Mr. Randall Oneill, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Richard C. Haines and Mrs. Susan H. Haines, Atlanta, Georgia
Mr. Richard Christiansen and Ms. Nancy J. Christiansen, Madison, Wisconsin

Mr. Richard G. Harter, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Richard H. Meadow, Canton, Massachusetts

Mr. Richard H. Prins†, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Richard J. Raskin and Ms. Susan Bazargan, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Richard L. Cook and Ms. Sally W. Cook, Sherman Oaks, California
Mr. Richard Lee, Holland, Pennsylvania

Mr. Richard Lewis Jasnow, Baltimore, Maryland
Mr. Richard Lundgren, Plainfield, Illinois

Mr. Richard Nicholson, South Holland, Illinois
Mr. Robert C. Dean, Blacksburg, Virginia

Mr. Robert F. Hendrickson, Princeton, New Jersey
Mr. Robert J. Sheehan, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Robert J. Surprenant, Katy, Texas

Mr. Robert M. Shelbourne and Mrs. Tatiana A. Shelbourne, Washington, D.C.
Mr. Roger J. Bialcik, Downers Grove, Illinois

Mr. Roy Benedek, Riverside, Illinois
Mr. Saul Levmore and Ms. Julie A. Roin, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Stanley E. Horst, Geneva, Illinois
Mr. Stephen M. Stigler and Mrs. Virginia Stigler, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Stephen Petitt, Cotuit, Massachusetts
Mr. Stephen T. Scott and Mrs. Geraldyne Blake Scott, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Steven Edward Wojcik, Warrenton, Virginia
Mr. Ted Lekan, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Thomas K. Wukitsch and Ms. Margaret M. Dean, Arlington, Virginia
Anonymous, Sacramento, California

Mr. Todd Michael Hickey and Mrs. Mary Iacono, Benicia, California
Mr. Wallace H. Wilson and Ms. Elizabeth H. Wilson, Long Beach, California

Mr. Walter E. North and Mrs. Judy Ryon, Orleans, Massachusetts
Mr. Walter Holden, Skokie, Illinois

Mr. Walter J. Gallo, Long Island City, New York
Mr. Warren C. Schultz and Mrs. Jennifer H. Schultz, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Warunee Sanpitak, Highland Park, Illinois
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Mr. William Brettmann, Chapel Hill, North Carolina
Mr. William H. Gofen and Mrs. Ethel Gofen, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. William H. Peck, Detroit, Michigan
Mr. William M. Backs and Dr. Janet Rizner, Evanston, Illinois

Mr. William R. Suddaby, Sugarloaf Key, Florida
Mrs. Adair Small and Mr. Kenneth Small, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Amey Larmore and Mr. Charles Larmore, Providence, Rhode Island
Mrs. Amy H. Chan and Mr. Robert N. Chan, New York, New York

Mrs. Ann F. Fried and Mr. Stephen S. Fried, Kingston, Massachusetts
Mrs. Anne Rose Schumacher, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Annie A. Kohl, Media, Pennsylvania
Mrs. Audrey J. Wilson, Tucson, Arizona

Mrs. Barbara Kenar-Schilling, Hammond, Indiana
Mrs. Barbara Levy and Mr. Barry Levy, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Barbara S. Lesko and Dr. Leonard Henry Lesko, Providence, Rhode Island
Mrs. Beth Alison Harris and Mr. Duncan Harris, Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Carol A. Fisher and Mr. John H. Fisher, River Forest, Illinois

Mrs. Catherine T. Green and Francis P. Green, Lake Geneva, Wisconsin
Mrs. Daila Shefner, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Dianne C. Luhmann, Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Ellen Gordon Rosenkranz and Mr. Eric Jon Rosenkranz, Washington, D.C.

Mrs. Faye E. Takeuchi, Vancouver, Canada
Mrs. Faye Taylor Kirby and Mr. H. David Kirby, Sarasota, Florida

Mrs. Francesca Bennett and Mr. Thomas H. Bennett, New York, New York
Mrs. Grace W. Wolf, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Hildegund Ratcliffe and Mr. James M. Ratcliffe, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. and Mrs. J. Marshall Wellborn, New York, New York

Mr. and Mrs. James M. Trapp, Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Jane B. Barabe and Mr. Joseph Barabe, Oak Park, Illinois

Mrs. Joan D. Barghusen, Portage, Indiana
Mrs. Kathleen F. Thomas and Mr. Wendell R. Thomas, Riverside, California

Mrs. Krystyna Jaffe and Dr. Fred E. Stafford, Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Laura M. Boyd and Mr. Robert Earl Boyd III, Shorewood, Illinois

Mrs. Laurie N. Reinstein, Highland Park, Illinois
Mrs. Leslie S. Douglass, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Lisa Pattis and Mr. Mark R. Pattis, Highland Park, Illinois
Mrs. Lita H. Brody, Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Marcia Dam, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Margaret Wilson Myers and Mr. Stanley F. Myers, Hanover, New Hampshire
Mrs. Marianne Carus and Mr. M. Blouke Carus, Peru, Illinois

Mrs. Marion L. Prins, Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Marjorie H. Henshaw and the Reverend Richard A. Henshaw, Rochester, New York

Mrs. Nancy P. Patterson and Mr. Thomas G. Patterson, Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Norma W. Van der Meulen, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Richard W. Baum and Mr. Richard W. Baum, Chicago, Illinois
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Mrs. Rose B. Dyrud, Chicago, Illinois
Mrs. Susan S. Freehling and Mr. Paul E. Freehling, Chicago, Illinois

Mrs. Terry Gillespie and Mr. William H. Gillespie, Flossmoor, Illinois
Mrs. Yvonne L. Pommervile and Mr. Jeffrey C. Pommerville, Scottsdale, Arizona

Ms. A.J. Cave, San Mateo, California
Ms. Amy Zillman, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Anastasia DeMaio, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Anita Lutkus, Wilmette, Illinois

Ms. Ann H. Kadinsky-Cade and Mr. Michael Kadinsky-Cade, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Ann L. Becker and Mr. David E. Muschler, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Ann R. Esse, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Ms. Ann S. Wolff, Winnetka, Illinois

Ms. Ann Snyder and Mr. John J. Snyder, Lake Bluff, Illinois
Ms. Barbara Jillson, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Barbara Sian, Oak Lawn, Illinois

Ms. Beverly Morris Armstrong and Mr. James Alan Armstrong, Arlington, Virginia
Ms. Carla F. Berry and Mr. R. Stephen Berry, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Carol E. Owen and Mr. Clinton W. Owen, Chula Vista, California
Ms. Carol H. Schneider, Fremont, California

Ms. Carol L. Forsythe and Mr. Scott M. Forsythe, Forest Park, Illinois
Ms. Carole Krucoff and Mr. Larry S. Krucoff, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Caroline C. January, New York, New York
Ms. Catherine Deans-Barrett, Corrales, New Mexico

Ms. Catherine M. Ellison, Portland, Oregon
Ms. Cathleen A. Cunningham, Glenview, Illinois

Ms. Cennet K. Braun, Tarrytown, New York
Ms. Christine Allen Dodds and Mr. J. McGregor Dodds, Saline, Michigan

Ms. Corinne M. Lyon, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Debra H. Mack, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Eileen M. Hoefler, Campbell, California
Ms. Elizabeth A. Triplett, Phoenix, Arizona

Ms. Elizabeth Bush, Lansing, Illinois
Ms. Elizabeth Cherry, Ithaca, New York

Ms. Elizabeth L. Kaltman and Mr. Andrew P. Olonko, Wilmington, North Carolina
Ms. Florence Kate Millar, Bethesda, Maryland

Ms. Glenda Simpson-Graff, Nicholasville, Kentucky
Ms. Gretchen L. Sperry and Mr. Stephen C. Sperry, Maple Grove, Minnesota

Ms. Hedda Hess, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Holley Hall, Morton Grove, Illinois

Ms. Jane Comiskey, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Jane H. Leuthold and Dr. Raymond Leuthold, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Janet B. Gills and Mr. John Gills, Elmhurst, Illinois
Ms. Janet Lissak and Mr. Laurence Lissak, Lombard, Illinois

Ms. Jayne Honeck, Streamwood, Illinois
Ms. Jean M. Treese, Chicago, Illinois
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Ms. Jeanne L. Tackitt and Mr. Ken Tackitt, Bellevue, Washington
Ms. Jennifer Thuma, Indianapolis, Indiana

Ms. Joyce L. Burdge and Mr. Rabel Burdge, Urbana, Illinois
Ms. Karen Goyak and Mr. Kevin Goyak, Glen Ellyn, Illinois

Ms. Karen L. Marshall, New York, New York
Ms. Kathleen Treptow, Homewood, Illinois

Ms. Kathryn Hicks, Roebuck, South Carolina
Ms. Laura Gawlinski, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Laura L. Larner-Farnum, Yorba Linda, California
Ms. Leanna Gaskins, San Francisco, California

Ms. Leslee L. Pfaffmann, Farmington, Michigan
Ms. Leslie Osterberg, Oak Park, Illinois

Ms. Lily Yates, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Linda R. Rogers, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Lindsay A. Kaufman, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Lois B. Siegel, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Lynn Carol Harvey, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Lynn Wood Wolfington, Studio City, California

Ms. Margaret L. Blake and Mr. Matthew D. Blake, West Palm Beach, Florida
Ms. Margaret Marsh, Poolesville, Maryland

Ms. Margaret Schmid, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Mariarita Santi and Mr. Stefano Vicini, Washington, D.C.

Ms. Marilyn A. Brusherd, Sugar Grove, Illinois
Ms. Martha Padilla, Sunland, California

Ms. Mary Anton and Mr. Paul M. Barron, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Mary Ellen Johnson, Geneva, Illinois

Ms. Mary Florance, Doswell, Virginia
Ms. Mary Jane Boswell, Washington, D.C.

Ms. Mary P. Mehl, St. Joseph, Missouri
Ms. Mary W. Small, Kensington, California
Ms. Masako I. Matsumoto, Napa, California

Ms. Maurine E. Kornfeld, Los Angeles, California
Ms. Maybrit S. De Miranda, Rancho Palos Verdes, California

Ms. Melynda Lopin, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Michele Flynn and Mr. Valentin Parks, Jr., Gansevoort, New York

Ms. Nadya Lurey, Laguna Hills, California
Ms. Pamela D. Butler, Hinsdale, Illinois

Ms. Pamela Johnson, Windermere, Florida
Ms. Patricia Doyle, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Priscilla H. Rose and Mr. Russell Rose, Barrington, Illinois
Ms. Roberta L. Shaw, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Ms. Robin Darling Young, Washington, D.C.
Ms. Romie Bullock and Mr. T. J. Bullock, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Rosemary A. Caruk and Mr. Scott Cameron Portman, Berwyn, Illinois
Ms. Sally Varney, Altamonte Springs, Florida
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Ms. Salwa Alwattar, Deerfield, Illinois
Ms. Sarah L. Martinez, Iowa City, Iowa

Ms. Sarah Murphy, San Mateo, California
Ms. Susan Elizabeth Kerr and Mr. Bruce L. Peterson, Bartlett, Illinois

Ms. Susan T. Hollis, Penfield, New York
Ms. Suzanne Morgan, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Toyoko Kawase, Osaka-Fu, Japan
Ms. Vicky L. Tesmer, Chicago, Illinois

Ms. Viviane Freitas, New York, New York
Ms. Xue Y. Fung and Mr. David E. Reese, Chicago, Illinois

Msgr. Raymond Goehring, Lansing, Michigan
Mr. Nick Fera, Chicago, Illinois

Professor John F. Robertson, Mount Pleasant, Michigan
Professor Lorelei H. Corcoran, Memphis, Tennessee

Raytheon Foundation, Princeton, New Jersey
Mr. Richard E. and Ms. Marie T. Jones, Wilmette, Illinois

River Forest Public Library, River Forest, Illinois
Dr. Ronald A. Ferguson, MD and Ms. Agnes A. Roach, CFP, Gurnee, Illinois

Ms. Rosalie Fruchter, Chicago, Illinois
Ms. Sabine Rossow, Therwil, Switzerland

The Honorable Barbara F. Currie, Chicago, Illinois
The Pattis Family Foundation, Highland Park, Illinois

The Reverend Professor Douglas Judisch, Livingston, Montana
Ms. Ursula Digman, Elgin, Illinois

†Recently deceased

BEQUESTS

We would like to recognize the following individuals who generously made provisions  
for the Oriental Institute in their estate plans. We honor their memories.

Ms. Margaret J. Moulton, Overland Park, Kansas
Mr. William A. Hoffman, Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Chester D. Tripp, Chicago, Illinois
Mr. Jay B. Frankel, Crystal Lake, Illinois

Ms. Marlene M. Frankel, Crystal Lake, Illinois
Ms. Joan Wallace Gartland, Shelby Township, Michigan

Every effort has been made by the Oriental Institute Development Office staff to ensure the ac-
curacy of the donor list. We sincerely apologize for any inaccuracy in the names or the contribu-

tion listings. If your name has been listed incorrectly, or you believe your name has been omitted, 
please accept our apologies and notify our office at (773) 834-9775.
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overleaf: Photo of the Mediterranean 
used at the conference, The Connected 
Iron Age: Interregional Networks in 
the Eastern Mediterranean, 900–600 
BCE, organized by Jonathan Hall 
and James F. Osborne, January 
12–13, 2018. Leading scholars came 
together to explore the ever-growing 
evidence for connections between 
the ancient cultures of the eastern 
Mediterranean during the Iron Age. 
Despite a vast amount of art historical 
and archaeological record showing 
cultural, material, and economic 
connectivity, this subject had yet to 
be properly tackled, but was explored 
with success at the conference: 
https://oi.uchicago.edu/article/
conference-connected-iron-age.

oi.uchicago.edu
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EMERITUS FACULTY

Lanny Bell, Associate Professor Emeritus of Egyptology

Robert D. Biggs, Professor Emeritus of Assyriology 
r-biggs@uchicago.edu, 702-9540

John A. Brinkman, Charles H. Swift Distinguished Service Professor Emeritus of Mesopotamian History 
j-brinkman@uchicago.edu, 702-9545

Miguel Civil, Professor Emeritus of Sumerology 
m-civil@uchicago.edu, 702-9542

Peter F. Dorman, Professor Emeritus of Egyptology 
p-dorman@uchicago.edu

Walter T. Farber, Professor Emeritus of Assyriology 
w-farber@uchicago.edu, 702-9546

Norman Golb, Ludwig Rosenberger Professor Emeritus of Jewish History and Civilization 
n-golb@uchicago.edu 

Gene B. Gragg, Professor Emeritus of Near Eastern Languages 
g-gragg@uchicago.edu, 702-9511

Matthew W. Stolper, John A. Wilson Professor Emeritus of Assyriology, Director, Persepolis 
Fortification Archive Project 
m-stolper@uchicago.edu, 702-9553

Edward F. Wente, Professor Emeritus of Egyptology 
e-wente@uchicago.edu, 702-9539

K. Aslıhan Yener, Associate Professor Emeritus of Archaeology

FACULTY

Fred M. Donner, Peter B. Ritzma Professor of Near Eastern History 
f-donner@uchicago.edu, 702-9544

McGuire Gibson, Professor of Mesopotamian Archaeology 
m-gibson@uchicago.edu, 702-9525

Petra Goedegebuure, Associate Professor of Hittitology; Senior Editor, Chicago Hittite Dictionary Project 
pgoedegebuure@uchicago.edu, 702-9550

Aleksandra Hallmann (Postdoctoral Fellow) (from September 1, 2017) 
ahallmann@uchicago.edu, 702-7497

FACULTY, ASSOCIATES, & STAFF
JULY 1, 2017–JUNE 30, 2018  |  AREA CODE 773
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Rebecca Hasselbach-Andee, Associate Professor of Comparative Semitics 
hasselb@uchicago.edu, 834-3290

Janet H. Johnson, Morton D. Hull Distinguished Service Professor of Egyptology; Editor, Chicago 
Demotic Dictionary Project 
j-johnson@uchicago.edu, 702-9530

Walter E. Kaegi, Professor of Byzantine-Islamic Studies (retired September 30, 2017) 
kwal@uchicago.edu, 702-8346, 702-8397

Nadine Moeller, Associate Professor of Egyptian Archaeology 
nmoeller@uchicago.edu, 834-9761

Brian P. Muhs, Associate Professor of Egyptology 
bpmuhs@uchicago.edu, 702-9533

James F. Osborne, Assistant Professor of Near Eastern Archaeology 
jamesosborne@uchicago.edu, 702-0568

Dennis G. Pardee, Henry Crown Professor of Hebrew Studies 
d-pardee@uchicago.edu, 702-9541

Susanne Paulus, Assistant Professor of Assyriology 
paulus@uchicago.edu, 702-2778

Richard Payne, Neubauer Family Associate Professor of Ancient Near Eastern History 
repayne@uchicago.edu, 834-9897

Hervé Reculeau, Assistant Professor of Assyriology 
hreculeau@uchicago.edu, 702-4592

Robert K. Ritner, Professor of Egyptology 
r-ritner@uchicago.edu, 702-9547

Martha T. Roth, Chauncey S. Boucher Distinguished Service Professor of Assyriology 
mroth@uchicago.edu, 834-2448

David Schloen, Professor of Near Eastern Archaeology 
d-schloen@uchicago.edu, 702-1382

Gil J. Stein, Professor of Near Eastern Archaeology; Senior Advisor to the Provost for Cultural 
Heritage 
gstein@uchicago.edu, 702-4098

Theo P. J. van den Hout, Arthur and Joann Rasmussen Professor of Western Civilization, Hittite and 
Anatolian Languages; Chief Editor, Chicago Hittite Dictionary Project 
tvdhout@uchicago.edu, 834-4688, 702-9527

John Z. Wee, Assistant Professor of Assyriology  
johnwee@uchicago.edu, 702-0131

Christopher Woods, Director, Oriental Institute (from July 1, 2017); John A. Wilson Professor of 
Sumerology (from July 1, 2017); Editor, Journal of Near Eastern Studies 
woods@uchicago.edu, 834-8560

Ilona Zsolnay, Instructor (Postdoctoral Fellow) 
izsonay@uchicago.edu, 702-7497
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RESEARCH ASSOCIATES

Abbas Alizadeh, Senior Research Associate; Director, Iranian Prehistoric Project 
a-alizadeh@uchicago.edu, 702-9531

Annalisa Azzoni, Research Associate, Persepolis Fortification Archive Project 
annalisa.azzoni@vanderbilt.edu

Richard H. Beal, Senior Research Associate, Chicago Hittite Dictionary Project 
r-beal@uchicago.edu, 702-9527

Tawfiq Da’adli, Research Associate, Sinnabra Archaeological Program 
tawfikd@gmail.com, 972(0)52-2404829

Elspeth R. M. Dusinberre, Research Associate, Persepolis Fortification Archive Project

Geoff Emberling, Associate, Oriental Institute Nubian Expidition (from January 1, 2018) 
geoffe@umich.edu

Jean M. Evans, Research Associate, Nippur Project; Chief Curator and Deputy Director, Oriental 
Institute Museum  
jmevans@uchicago.edu, 702-9863

Gertrud Farber, Research Associate, Sumerian Lexicon Project 
g-farber@outlook.com, 702-9548

Mark Garrison, Research Associate, Persepolis Fortification Archive Project 
mgarriso@trinity.edu

François Gaudard, Research Associate; Associate Editor, Chicago Demotic Dictionary Project;  
Co-editor, Mummy Label Database Project 
fgaudard@uchicago.edu, 702-9528

Lisa Heidorn, Research Associate, Oriental Institute Nubian Expedition 
lheidorn@gmail.com

Wouter Henkelman, Research Associate, Persepolis Fortification Archive Project 
wouterhenkelman@gmail.com

Austin “Chad” Hill, Research Associate, Galilee Prehistory Project 
dentedachiii@gmail.com

Carrie Hritz, Research Associate, Nippur Survey Project 
carriehritz@gmail.com, 

W. Raymond Johnson, Research Associate (Associate Professor); Field Director, Epigraphic Survey 
wr-johnson@uchicago.edu, 793-6525

Charles E. Jones, Research Associate, Persepolis Fortification Archive Project 
chuck.jones@nyu.edu

Morag M. Kersel, Research Associate, Galilee Prehistory Project 
mkersel@depaul.edu, 702-0086

Mark Lehner, Research Associate, Giza Plateau Mapping Project 
marklehner@aol.com
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Grégory Marouard, Research Associate, Egyptian Settlements and Harbor Archaeology, Dendara 
Project, Tell Edfu Project, and Kom ed-Dahab Survey 
marouardg@uchicago.edu, 834-4270

Gregory McMahon, Research Associate, Çadır Höyük Project
gregory.mcmahon@unh.edu

J. Brett McClain, Research Associate; Assistant Director, Epigraphic Survey 
jbmcclai@uchicago.edu, 702-9524

Carol Meyer, Research Associate, Oriental Institute Nubian Expidition  
cam5457@msn.com

Kiersten Neumann, Research Associate; Curator, Oriental Institute Museum; Communications 
Associate 
neumann@uchicago.edu, 834-8950 

Artur Obłuski, Research Associate, Qasr el-Wizz Publication Project 
artur_obluski@yahoo.com

Rana Özbal, Research Associate, Tell Kurdu Project

Hratch Papazian, Research Associate 
hp363@cam.ac.uk

Marina Pucci, Research Associate, Chatal Höyük Publication Project 
marina.pucci@unifi.it 

Clemens D. Reichel, Senior Research Associate, Diyala Project, Hamoukar 
clemensr@rom.on.ca, (416) 586-7938

Yorke M. Rowan, Senior Research Associate; Director, Galilee Prehistory Project; Director, Eastern 
Badia Archeological Project 
ymrowan@uchicago.edu, 702-0086

John C. Sanders, Senior Research Associate, Nippur Project

Foy Scalf, Research Associate; OIDOO; IDB; Head, Research Archives 
scalffd@uchicago.edu, 702-9537

Oğuz Soysal, Senior Research Associate, Associate Editor, Chicago Hittite Dictionary Project (until 
June 30, 2018)

Geoffrey D. Summers, Research Associate, Kerkenes Project 
summers@metu.edu.tr

Emily Teeter, Research Associate; Special Exhibits Coordinator, Museum (until October 6)

Joanna Then-Obłuska, Research Associate, Oriental Institute Nubian Expedition 
j.then-obluska@uw.edu.pl

Raymond Tindel, Research Associate 
raymonddtindel@fastmail.fm 

Tasha Vorderstrasse, Research Associate, Islamic Archaeology Publication Project 
tkvorder@uchicago.edu, 702-0788

Donald Whitcomb, Research Associate (Associate Professor), Islamic and Medieval Archaeology 
dwhitcomb@uchicago.edu, dwhitcom44@gmail.com, 702-9530
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Magnus Widell, Research Associate 
m.widell@liverpool.ac.uk

Bruce B. Williams, Research Associate, Oriental Institute Nubian Expedition 
wecurb1@gmail.com

Karen L. Wilson, Research Associate 
wilsonk94@yahoo.com

Richard Zettler, Research Associate 
rzettler@sas.upenn.edu

STAFF

Keli Alberts, Artist, Epigraphic Survey 
kelialberts@hotmail.com

Susan Allison, Associate Registrar, Museum 
srallison@uchicago.edu, 702-3513

Alain Arnaudiès, Digital Archives Database, Epigraphic Survey 
arnaudies@laposte.net

Emmanuelle Arnaudiès, Digital Archives Database, Epigraphic Survey 
taaptah@gmail.com 

Robert Bain, Lead Preparator 
rbain@uchicago.edu, 702-9516

Stephanie Black, Assistant Conservator, Museum  
sablack@uchicago.edu, 702-5168

Erin Bliss, Preparator  
ebliss@uchicago.edu, 702-9516

Knut Boehmer, IT Manager  
kboehmer@uchicago.edu, 702-0989

Denise Browning, Manager, Suq 
d-browning1@uchicago.edu, 702-9509

Brendan Bulger, Program Administrator 
bpbulger@uchicago.edu, 702-5044

Rebecca Cain, Assistant Editor, Publications Office 
rebeccacain@uchicago.edu, 702-5967

Jennifer Castellanos, Assistant Manager, Suq 
jcastellanos1@uchicago.edu, 702-9509

D’Ann Condes, Assistant Director of Administration and Finance 
dcondes@uchicago.edu, 834-9886

Alexandra Cornacchia, Assistant Editor, Publications Office 
acornacchia@uchicago.edu, 702-5967
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Victor Cruz, Visiting Services and Security Manager  
vick.cruz@uchicago.edu, 702-5112

Laura D’Alessandro, Head, Conservation Laboratory, Museum 
lada@uchicago.edu, 702-9519

Margaret De Jong, Senior Artist, Epigraphic Survey 
mdejong98ch@hotmail.com, 702-9524

Christina Di Cerbo, Epigrapher/Artist, Epigraphic Survey 
tinadicerbo@hotmail.com, 702-9524 

Jean M. Evans, Chief Curator and Deputy Director, Oriental Institute Museum 
jmevans@uchicago.edu, 702-9863

Anne Flannery, Head of Museum Archives 
asflanne@uchicago.edu, 702-9924

Nate Francia, Finance and Grants Administrator 
nmfrancia@uchicago.edu, 834-0451

Alejandro Gallego LÓpez, Field Director, NMA Project, Afghanistan 
agallegolopez@uchicago.edu

Susan Geshwender, Volunteer Manager, Public Education 
geshwender@uchicago.edu, 702-1845

Christian Greco, Epigrapher, Epigraphic Survey 
christian.greco@museoegizio.it

Samir Guindy, Administrator, Epigraphic Survey 
samsgu1952@hotmail.com

James M. Gurchek, Associate Director of Administration and Finance 
jgurchek@uchicago.edu

Calgary Haines-Trautman, Youth and Family Program Coordinator, Public Education  
calgary@uchicago.edu, 702-1158 

Lotfi Hassan, Senior Conservator, Epigraphic Survey 
hslotfi@gmail.com, 702-9524

James B. Heidel, Architect/Artist, Epigraphic Survey 
heidel@uchicago.edu, 702-9524

Anait Helmholz, Head Librarian, Epigraphic Survey 
anaithelm@gmail.com, 702-9524

Frank Helmholz, Stonemason, Epigraphic Survey 
frankhelmholz8@gmail.com, 702-9524

Richard Jasnow, Epigrapher Consultant, Epigraphic Survey 
rjasnow@jhu.edu, 702-9524

Charissa Johnson, Editor, Publications Office  
crjohnson@uchicago.edu, 702-5967

W. Raymond Johnson, Field Director, Epigraphic Survey 
wr-johnson@uchicago.edu, 793-6525
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Hiroko Kariya, Conservator, Epigraphic Survey 
hkariya@aol.com, 702-9524

Polina Kasian, Assistant Director of Development and Events (from January 8, 2018) 
pkasian@uchicago.edu, 702-9513

Jen Kimpton, Epigrapher, Epigraphic Survey 
jkimpton@uchicago.edu, 702-9524

Yarko Kobylecky, Photographer, Epigraphic Survey 
museumphoto@hotmail.com, 702-9524

Susan Lezon, Photo Archivist and Photographer, Epigraphic Survey 
suelezon@gmail.com, 702-9524

Jill Carlotta Maher, Assistant to the Director, Epigraphic Survey 
jillcarlottamaher@yahoo.com, 702-9524

Samwell Maher, Assistant Administrator, Epigraphic Survey 
samwell.maher@hotmail.com, 702-9524

J. Brett McClain, Assistant Director, Epigraphic Survey 
jbmcclai@uchicago.edu, 702-9524

Helen McDonald, Registrar, Museum 
helenmcd@uchicago.edu, 702-9518

Hilary McDonald, Photographer, Epigraphic Survey 
hilarymcdonald@gmail.com, 702-9524

Owen Murray, Photographer, Epigraphic Survey 
omurray@ommphoto.ca, 702-9524

Dominique Navarro, Artist, Epigraphic Survey 
dominiquenavarro@yahoo.com, 702-9524

Kiersten Neumann, Curator, Oriental Institute Museum; Communications Associate 
neumann@uchicago.edu, 834-8950 

Susan Osgood, Senior Artist, Epigraphic Survey 
susanosgood2011@gmail.com, 702-9524

Mariana Perlinac, Executive Assistant  
oi-administration@uchicago.edu, 834-8098

Conor Power, Structural Engineer, Epigraphic Survey 
conorpower@msn.com, 702-9524

Miller Prosser, Research Database Specialist, OCHRE Data Service 
m-prosser@uchicago.edu, 702-1352

Martina Roshdy Maher, Librarian Assistant, Epigraphic Survey 
702-9524

Gina Salama, Blockyard Assistant, Epigraphic Survey 
ginagamill@icloud.com, 702-9524 

Essam El Sayed, Finance Manager, Epigraphic Survey 
essam_nadosb@yahoo.com, 702-9524
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Foy Scalf, Head, Research Archives 
scalffd@uchicago.edu, 702-9537

Sandra Schloen, Manager, OCHRE Data Service 
sschloen@uchicago.edu, 702-1352

Julia Schmied, Blockyard and Archives Assistant/Epigrapher, Epigraphic Survey 
julia.schmied@gmail.com, 702-9524

Elinor Smith, Photo Archives Registrar, Epigraphic Survey 
elliesmith34@gmail.com.com, 702-9524

Joshua Tulisiak, Graphic Design and Preparator 
tulisiak@uchicago.edu, 702-9516

Thomas G. Urban, Managing Editor, Publications Office 
turban@uchicago.edu, 702-5967

Wally Verdooren, Director of Development (from March 5, 2018) 
wverdooren@uchicago.edu, 702-5062

Tasha K. Vorderstrasse, University and Continuing Education Program Coordinator (from 
September 18, 2017) 
tkvorder@uchicago.edu, 702-0788

Krisztián Vértes, Senior Artist, Epigraphic Survey 
krisztian.vertes@gmail.com, 702-9524

Matthew Welton, Membership and Marketing Program Manager (from November 8, 2017) 
mwelton@uchicago.edu, 834-9777

Johannes Weninger, Mason, Epigraphic Survey 
johannesweninger@yahoo.com, 702-9524 

Alison Whyte, Associate Conservator, Museum 
aawhyte@uchicago.edu, 702-5181

Jonathan Winnerman, Epigrapher, Epigraphic Survey 
jwinnerm@gmail.com, 702-9524 
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overleaf: An aerial photograph (D. 13297) of 
Persepolis and the Marv Dasht plain, from the recent 
publication, The Ritual Landscape at Persepolis: 
Glyptic Imagery from the Persepolis Fortification 
and Treasury Archives (2017, Mark B. Garrison). The 
focus of this book is a corpus of glyptic imagery 
preserved as impressions on two large archives 
of administrative tablets from Persepolis, the 
Persepolis Fortification archive (509–493 bc) and 
the Persepolis Treasury archive (492–457 bc). The 
glyptic imagery concerns representations of what 
have been traditionally termed “fire altars” and/
or “fire temples.” Much of this glyptic evidence 
is published here for the first time. The book 
recently won the 2018 Ehsan Yarshater Book Award. 
Purchase or download the free PDF here: https://
oi.uchicago.edu/research/publications/saoc/saoc-
72-ritual-landscape-persepolis. 
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INFORMATION

THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE
1155 EAST 58th STREET  |  CHICAGO, IL 60637

TELEPHONE NUMBERS (AREA CODE 773) 
AND ELECTRONIC ADDRESSES

Administrative Office, oi-administration@uchicago.edu, 702-9514
Archaeology Laboratory, 702-1407
Computer Laboratory, 702-0989
Conservation Laboratory, 702-9519
Department of Near Eastern Languages and Civilizations, 702-9512
Demotic Dictionary Project, 702-9528
Development Office, 834-9775, oi-development@uchicago.edu
Director’s Office, 834-8098
Epigraphic Survey, 702-9524
Facsimile, 702-9853
Hittite Dictionary Project, 834-4688, 702-9527
Journal of Near Eastern Studies, 702-9592
Membership Office, oi-membership@uchicago.edu, 702-9513
Museum Archives, 702-9520
Museum Information, 702-9520
Museum Office, oi-museum@uchicago.edu, 702-9520
Museum Registration, 702-9518
OCHRE Data Service, 702-1352, ochre@uchicago.edu
Public Education, oi-education@uchicago.edu, 702-9507
Publications Editorial Office, oi-publications@uchicago.edu, 702-5967
Research Archives, 702-9537
Security, 702-9522
Suq Gift and Book Shop, 702-9510
Suq Office, 702-9509
Volunteer Office, oi-volunteers@uchicago.edu, 702-1845

Social Media:
Website: oi.uchicago.edu
Facebook: @OrientalInstitute
Instagram: @theorientalinstitute
Twitter: @orientalinst
YouTube: www.youtube.com/JamesHenryBreasted
Snapchat: @oichicago

Museum Hours: 
Tuesday: 10am–5pm
Wednesday: 10am–8pm
Thursday: 10am–5pm
Friday: 10am–5pm
Saturday: 10am–5pm
Sunday: 10am–5pm

oi.uchicago.edu

http://oi.uchicago.edu
https://www.facebook.com/OrientalInstitute/
https://www.instagram.com/explore/locations/422198/oriental-institute-university-of-chicago/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/orientalinst
https://www.youtube.com/JamesHenryBreasted



